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Commissioners’ Meetings 

By Bill Hourigan Susie Shiptoski 
of the Lee Section of Newport 
Township has completed the 
process of relocating her gift 
shop, Susie’s Red Caboose, 
from it’s former location in 
the Lee section of Newport 
Township to Glen Lyon. 
   Susie’s, which is located at 
50 West Main St. features a 
wide variety of  gift items 
including Polish Pottery, 

glassware, attractive jewelry items, floral arrangements and other gift 
items for those special people in our lives. 

In addition to the gift items, Susie’s also carries an extensive vari-
ety of pet foods and snacks for those four legged friends and assorted 
other critters that live with many of us. 

fâá|xËá exw VtuÉÉáx exÄÉvtàxá àÉ ZÄxÇ _çÉÇ 

Susie preparing a floral arrangement at her shop. 

Committee From  
Newport Township  
Community Organiza-
tion Welcomes Susie’s 
Red Caboose to Glen 
Lyon  
 

By Bill Hourigan  On September 10, five members of NTCO made a sur-
prise visit to Susie’s to welcome both her and her shop to Glen Lyon. 

 The Committee presented a small  engraved stone to Susie wish-
ing her good fortune and expressed the best wishes of all the members 
of NTCO for success in  her venture to Glen Lyon. 

After the presentation the members of the Committee toured the 
shop and were quite pleased with the assortment of items for sale. As a 
matter of fact a number of them did not leave empty handed. (And they 
were not just ladies.) 
 (Committee Members Pictured  above from left to right are Bill 
Hourigan, Mary Margaret Kashatus, Sia Sager, Palmira Gregory 
Miller and Steve Masakowski.) 

Pictured above are some of the many items available at Susie’s 

By John Jarecki  At the Township Commissioners’ meeting of Septem-
ber 8, Solicitor Rich Shiptoski said that the Township still needs 
Luzerne County approval of a cooperation agreement between the 
County and the Township before using County grant funds of up to 
$50,000 for demolitions of Township buildings. Some of this money 
will be used to demolish the neglected and abandoned building at 19
-21 Arch Street in Glen Lyon. The approval is expected to be 
granted  within a short time. 

At the Commissioners’ meeting of August 3, Township Solici-
tor Rich Shiptoski said that the Township has gathered all informa-
tion (including doing title and lien searches and getting the permis-
sion of owners) needed for both the demolition of the Joseph Hitzner 
property at 65 Laurel Street in Alden and the Frank Daniels property 
at 56 Spruce Street, also in Alden.  Township Commissioner John 
Wilkes, who is also President of the Newport Township Authority, 
said the next step in the demolition process is to ask for bids to do 
the work.  The Authority, he said, will pay the cost of these demoli-
tions. 

Also at the meeting, Commissioner John Vishnefski said that 
the Township has ordered playground equipment for the Coal Street 
recreation park in Glen Lyon and that Pasonick Engineering com-
pany was planning to begin preliminary work on the renovation of 
the park at the beginning of August.  The Township has received 
about $56,000 in state and federal grants for the work.  In late Au-
gust, the playground equipment was ready for delivery as soon as 
the park could be prepared for it. (Editor’s Note: The work has 
started.) 

At the Township Commissioners’ meeting of July 6, the Com-
missioners voted to appoint James Evans as a full time police officer 
at a starting salary of $24,960 plus benefits (to be increased to 
$25,480 after a 90 day probation period).  They also voted to appoint 
Kevin Lewis as a part time officer at the rate of $10 per hour (to be 
increased to $11 after a 60 day probation).  Previously, the only full 
time officer was Police Chief Robert Impaglia. 

Also at the meeting, Township Manager Rich Zika said that 
Congressman Paul Kanjorski has included the South Valley Park-
way as a high priority item in the federal Surface Transportation 
Authorization Bill.  He is requesting in this bill an additional $4.8 
million for the project. 

NTCO President’s Report 
By Steve Phillips 

 During the prior three months, the Newport Township 
Community Organization maintained its activist role via continuing 
to promote programs and projects beneficial to the Municipality. 
 Once again, members of the Community Organization were 
instrumental in developing and implementing a Summer Fun pro-
gram for Area youth. 
 The activities to which the youngsters were exposed were 
not competitive with those provided by other non profit entities 
within the Township.  Program participants were given the chance to 
expand their recreational horizons by becoming involved in the di-
verse agenda available to them. 
 On July 25th, Organization members completed their quar-
terly task of collecting litter along the  (see President  page 2) 
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Newport Township Community Organization’s 
Suggested Five Point Plan  

Delivered to Township Commissioners  
at September Board Meeting 

MEMORANDUM  
 

TO: NEWPORT TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FROM: NEWPORT TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION 
RE: 2009 FIVE POINT PLAN 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 

 

Consistent with its advocacy for Township improvement since its 
formation in 2004, the Newport Township Community Organization is 
again pleased to submit its Five Point Plan for 2009 to Newport Town-
ship’s Board of Commissioners. 

The Community Organization continues to recognize that these 
recommendations are only advisory in nature, and it is incumbent upon 
the Township Commissioners, as the Municipality’s chief elected offi-
cials, to implement or reject them as they determine what activities can 
best have a positive impact on the Community. 

The five areas upon which the Township Commissioners are re-
quested to concentrate their efforts are outlined below, and are listed in 
no particular order of priority. 

If requested by the governing body, the Newport Township Com-
munity Organization is prepared to assist in the implementation phase 
of any or all of the preceding five proposed areas of concentration. 

NTCO Suggested Five Point Plan For 2010 
 

1. Actively pursue grants to improve the overall quality of life              
within Newport Township, and retain the services of a grant writer 
to assist in this endeavor. 
 

2. Develop a ten (10) year plan for paving of Newport Township’s 
roads and alleys, and draft a five (5) year capital improvement plan 
for the purchase of equipment. 
 

3. Institute a program oriented toward refurbishment of 
all Township owned or administered recreational facilities. 
 

4. Continue to actively pursue the construction of a County and or 
State correctional facility within the confines of Newport Town-
ship. 
 

5, Continue and if possible, expand Newport Township’s existing 
program of demolition of substandard structures throughout the 
entire Municipality. 

Editorial 
On page 5 of this Newsletter is a report on the possible demolition 
and cleanup of  the fire damaged house and property located at 44 
Coal St. in Glen Lyon. We thank Commissioner Roke for the ex-
tensive time, effort and research he has put into this project. 

Our only question on the possible project is: 
Why has it taken over 25 Years to get to this problem? It is hard to 
believe that in 25 years of service by a host of Commissioners and 
Township Business Managers not one of them was interested or  
energetic enough to pursue to closure such an obviously dangerous 
matter.  
It is high time for our elected and appointed officials to take full 
responsibility in governing the Township. If they can not spare the 
time and effort to do so, they should resign from the position they 
hold. It will then be up to us, the voters, to fill their vacancies with 
new individuals based on their ability, experience and willingness 
to fulfill their responsibilities to the electorate without regard to 
personal or political affiliations.  

President from page1 
Townships major thoroughfare.  It is surprising the amount of trash 
thrown from passing vehicles by inconsiderate travelers during 
the three month interval since the last pickup. 
 The efforts of committed Community Organization vol-
unteers have not gone unnoticed.  Secretary of the Organization, 
Palmira Gregory Miller, has received notice that she will receive 
a 2009 Northeast Pennsylvania Environmental Partnership 
Award for work on environmental protection. 
 Each year, the Northeast Environmental Partners select 
a small group of people and/or organizations to recognize for 
demonstrated excellence in environmental protection or conser-
vation.  All awardees have also demonstrated the important qual-
ity of working successfully in partnership with others. 
 Palmira has been a tireless worker on behalf of the Or-
ganization and the Township residents in her untiring efforts to 
help clean up evidences of past illegal dumping, and to remove 
evidence of trash deposited by thoughtless drivers and passengers 
along the Kirmar Parkway.  She has coordinated the Organiza-
tion’s participation in the Great American Clean Up since this 
Body’s creation, and is expected to continue this task into the 
foreseeable future. 
 As has been the policy since its inception, the Commu-
nity Organization has once again submitted a Fire Point Plan to 
the Township Board of Commissioners.  The five points enumer-
ated therein represent the activities upon which the governing 
body is requested to focus its attention during the coming year. 
 The recommendations are solely advisory in nature, and 
it is incumbent upon the elected officials to choose whether to 
implement any or all of the proposals. 
 A more concise listing of these five items appears in 
another section of this newsletter. The Township Commissioners 
have been requested to provide a comment period for interested 
Township residents at the end of the meeting agenda as well as at 
the beginning.  This would provide an opportunity to those who 
are so inclined to offer their input on matters discussed or acted 
upon during the session. 
 Continuing to apprise the Township residents of perti-
nent topics through a Township newsletter was worthy of a com-
pliment, and its continued publication was encouraged. 
 If desired, space would be made readily available in the 
Organization’s publication.  There would be no editing or censor-
ing of material the Commissioners chose to submit if this offer is 
accepted. 
 The elected body has also been requested to submit a 
status report on the number of projects it has deemed to be most 
beneficial for the Township.  Most of these projects have also 
received the strong endorsement of the Community Organization.  
This Entity has also tendered its support to assist in the imple-
mentation of these activities.     (See related article on  Five  Point 
Plan in next column. ) 



 

 

The November election of 2009 will present a crucial turning 
point for correcting the nepotism and corruption in Luzerne County 
government. The Judicial system will be the main focus in this elec-
tion. Educating voters on the qualifications of the candidates is crucial 
to elect Judges who will restore confidence in the Courts.  

The South Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a “Meet 
the Candidates Night” on Thursday, October 22, 2009, at Luzerne 
County Community College Educational Center, to give members of 
the community the opportunity to meet the candidates who are run-
ning for the open seats on the Luzerne County Court of Common 
Pleas.  Light refreshments will be served at 6:30 pm, followed by a 
discussion of the issues facing the Luzerne County judicial system 
and each candidate’s opinion on the best way to resolve these issues 
at 7pm. The panel will include Judge William Amesbury, Attorney 
Tina Polachek Gartley, Attorney Richard M. Hughes, and the Judges 
on the ballot for retention, Judge Peter Paul Olszewski, Jr. and Tho-
mas F Burke, Jr. 

This event is free and open to the public. For more information 
call 735-6990. 

South Valley Chamber of Commerce   
Sponsoring “Meet the Candidates Night” 
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The Newport Township Police Department wants operators to be 
aware that the school year has just started and remind them to 
please operate their vehicles carefully and always yield to school 
children and school buses.   
   Penalties for passing a school bus with its stop sign out and flash-
ing lights on includes a mandatory license suspension and a hefty 
fine. 
   A truthful quote from an honest cop:   " Don't tempt poor, hard-
working, honest people by leaving nice stuff laying around; your 
nice stuff will grow legs and walk away.”  
       A quote from the book 10-8, A Cops Honest Look at Life on 
the Street written by Officer X. 10-8 is a police ten code meaning  
" In Service". 
   Did You Know? ATV's or quads require vehicle insurance and a 
registration plate just like a normal passenger car. If an ATV rider 
is observed operating on any state road, local street or alley, the 
operator is subject to the same laws as a normal driver, including 
driving under a suspended license, inspection laws, stop signs, etc.  
  Under no circumstances should an ATV be driven on the road 
unless crossing at a 90 degree angle and yielding to all traffic. 

Notes From Police Chief Robert Impaglia 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Bill,  

   As you are aware, I have been heavily involved in several areas 
trying to make this area a better place to live and call home. Lately, I have 
started getting tired, and have made some observations. These observations 
are in comparison to other areas of this Commonwealth, in which I have 
contacts, and have had the opportunity to share some time. 
   First, I'd like to mention the Little League Girls Softball Team, going all 
the way to the World Series! Yes, young girls from Newport Township--
Sixth place team "in the whole world"  This should be such an honor! 
These girls should have received a "Hero's Welcome" The streets should 
have been lined with people, there should have been banners and flags. 
Notice I said "Should have", because it didn't happen! I was proud to oper-
ate the fire truck leading the parade ( oh, by the way, the only one) but I 
was extremely disappointed with the turnout by the people! And why was 
that....they just don't care! The same thing goes for the fundraisers held by 
the local churches and even the Fire Department…..the people just don't 
seem to care! 
   There are a few people residing in this township who really break their 
backs to try to make living here a wonderful thing. To those people, and I 
don't have to mention them, thanks---you truly are great! To the rest of 
the "let's just lay back and do nothing, I'll complain later crowd" Well, let 
me just say, you should be embarrassed! 
   Years ago I worked at the Berwick Hospital, I was amazed at the out-
pouring of support the community gave to, not only the football team, but 
the entire sports program in the Berwick High School...That's how a win-
ning team is built!  What message do you think was sent to our little league 
girls on that team? The message was pretty clear to me! And like I alluded 
to earlier, it's not just this situation, but it's the attitude of a majority of the 
residents on all events concerning this Township. I've busted my butt to 
obtain the necessary funding to purchase equipment and training for our 
Fire Department. I have actually heard complaints, "Why do we need New 
York City Fire Equipment in this town" this was done without spending 
township monies, all through grants, to better the lives of the resi-
dents......and what do we get? Complaints!  To let me further emphasize 
this, at an open house we held at the firehouse, free refreshments, fire pre-
vention items for the kids, free smoke alarms. Should have been a nice 
event. How many people do you think attended? Well less than 20. Our 
department has attended the yearly open house at the Harleysville Fire 
Station. They have over 6000 attend each year. Now the first argument that 
will come out is, "you can't compare that area to this one" well I'm compar-
ing, and the only real difference I see is the attitude of the people! Their 
community servants are respected! Sports groups are supported, and the 
entire community stands together! 
   I would like, no, I'd love to see this community stand together on some-
thing...anything, just once! Maybe they might find things go better that 
way! 
   I am sorry for the sarcasm, but this game is getting old! 
                                                   

                  Dan Kowalski, Fire Chief    
                   President,    
                   Newport Township Community Ambulance  Association 
                   Vice President,   
                   South Valley Chamber of Commerce  

Editor’s Note : The Newport Community News welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
What are your praises or complaints about Newport Township. Let us hear 
from you, our readers. Your letters must be signed and you must provide a 
telephone number at which we can reach you. Your name will be withheld 
from publication if you prefer.  
Letters must not contain profanity and should be based on facts not rumors or 
hearsay. 

“Master Plumber"   “Serving Entire Areas" 
� 
 Larry Lynch                W-B -- Nan. 735-7534 
over 35 Yrs. Exp.                                 Shick. -- Moc.  735-3943 

                                                         Fax  - -735-7568 
   

 Uncle Larry's 
 Plumbing -- Heating -- H.V.A.C. 
 Installation -- Service -- Repairs 

Journeyman Plumber 
Larry Martin   Licensed and Insured 
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GLEN LYON HOME MAY BE DEMOLISHED IN NEAR FUTURE 

 Pictured  above is the home at 44 Coal Street which has been a blight to the neighborhood since it was struck by fire over 25 years ago.  
By Bill Hourigan   At the September Meeting of the Newport Township Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Michael Roke announced that 
the property at 44 Coal Street in Glen Lyon may soon be cleared.  

Mr. Roke has located the owners of the property and is working with them and various taxing authorities from Newport Township, the 
Greater Nanticoke Area School District and Luzerne County in an attempt to reach an agreement regarding back taxes owed on the property so 
that  any encumbrances against the property can be resolved.  

If an agreement on taxes can be reached, it will stipulate that the property will be sold to John Grabowski of Glen Lyon. Subsequently the 
property will be cleared by Newport Township and immediately put back on the Tax Rolls. 

Mr. Roke is optimistic that an agreement will be reached by all parties. Mr. Roke said he has spent a great amount of time and effort on 
this project and he is confident that the building will be demolished in the near future but warns there is  always a possibility one or more of the 
participants in the steps needed to make this happen may back out.  

paving would only prove to act like a bandage in the long run.  Funding 
for the Sheatown project was acquired from the Township’s Liquid Fu-
els Fund ($78,000.00) and General Fund ($7,700.00).  Chairman 
Czapracki expressed his appreciation to the Township’s Sewer Author-
ity who helped with the aligning and raising of manholes and culverts as 
work progressed.  Representing the Township, Public Works Foreman 
Joseph Hillan spent valuable hours during the week ensuring the coop-
erative effort progressed smoothly. 

Additional paving is planned for Thomas, John, and Williams 
streets in Sheatown and Newport Avenue in Alden; however, this is 
contingent on approval from the Pennsylvania Department of Transpor-
tation (PenDOT).  Funding of this project had been requested by the 
commissioners years ago, and with the assistance of Congressman Paul 
Kanjorski, a $160,000.00 grant from the Federal Transportation Budget 
program was acquired.  Chairman Czapracki is very hopeful that this 
work will be completed before the end of this year. 

By Tom Kashatus  
Bob Novak of 
210 Simon 
Street, Shea-
town’ is shown 
as he observes 
the paving crew 
of Slusser Broth-
ers of Mountain-
top laying the 
final coat of 
black top on 
James Street.  As 

a concerned citizen, Mr. Novak was very active with this project as 
he attended many commissioners’ meetings urging the Board to 
improve Simon Street as it deteriorated beyond the point of general 
repair.  As the Board of Commissioners moved forward with the 
resurfacing effort, Mr. Novak passed out flyers to his neighbors as 
well as all residents of Simon, Frederick, and James Streets to alert 
them that the extensive work will be under way. 

Board Chairman Paul Czapracki stated that, due to the ex-
treme deterioration of Simon Street especially, milling and then 
laying and compacting a bed of gravel was necessary prior to resur-
facing with a rough coat and final coat of black top.   He stated 
that without this extensive work and just patching holes prior to 

Paving Project Rejuvenates  
 Sheatown’s Simon Street  
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By Tom Kashatus  For the better part of a year, extensive water line 
and water drainage construction had been taking place east of 
Glen Lyon on State Route 3004, Section 351, known to residents 
as “Fanucci’s Hill.”  Most recently a collapsed culvert in the area 
known as the “ravine” had resulted in a PennDOT project which 
called for the replacement of the storm system that was in use.  
Jim Grabowski of Nanticoke, PennDOT Project supervisor, noted 
that Linde Enterprises, Inc. was the general contractor for the  
$637 13.80 project and that the delicate process of drilling a 280 
foot lateral tunnel alongside the old culvert and pushing a 48 inch 
concrete pipe through from headwall to headwall was subcon-
tracted to Ackerman Construction of Minnesota.   Complications 
arose during the drilling process when the new tunnel began to 
collapse due to the makeup of the fill (colliery ashes and slag) 
which was originally used to construct the highway.  The problem 
was solved by injecting a “grout” into the area to be tunneled to 
stabilize the earth as the drilling took place.  Karen Dussinger, 
PennDOT CRC/Press Officer in Dunmore, stated that other work 
included construction of a concrete inlet and placement of two 

“FANUCCI’S HILL” SITE OF EXTENSIVE WORK 

Pictured are Supervisor Grabowski and PennDOT intern Andrew 
Bell of Kingston, PA. 

Pictured are employees of Ackerman Construction as they are about to 
push a 10 foot length of concrete pipe into tunnel using a sled and hy-
draulic equipment 

Cub Scout Pack 376 
Registration Sched-
uled for October 5th 
By Jamie Miller Pic-
tured are members of 
Cub Scout Pack 376 at 
their recent annual Pine-
wood Derby held at the 
Glen Lyon Italian Sport-
ing Club on Orchard 
Street.  Bottom row from 
the left:  Dylan Makavensky, Jaggar Waligan, and Jared Marshal-
lick; Second row:  Brendan Greene, Colton Smith, and Aaron 
Miller; Third row:   David Mieczkowski, Tyler Zaremba, Benton 
Smith, David Mieczkowski, and Nick Havey; Top row:  Jamie 
Miller – Cub master, Chris Miller – Den Leader, and Frank Mar-
shallick – Den Leader.  The Pack will hold registrations on Oc-
tober 5th 6:00 p.m. at the Italian Club, 22 Orchard Street.  All 
boys from grades First through Fifth are encouraged to ob-
serve the scouts and hopefully become members.  For fur-
ther information you may call Mrs. Miller at 570-736-6203 . 

headwalls and   dissipater placement and excavating a new outlet chan-
nel lined with “riprap.”  She also noted that the job began in December 
of 2008 and was completed during the third week in July of this year. 
 Pennsylvania American Water (PAW) contracted with Lee-
ward Construction to lay a twelve inch water line from Vandermark 
Road, Wanamie along W. Kirmar Avenue to “Fanucci’s Hill” which 
continued on to the pumping station just off the “old road” alongside 
“Fanucci’s Farm.”  This is the pumping station which feeds the water 
tank on top of the hill south of Glen Lyon.  Jim Connor, PAW Engi-
neer, stated that PAW recognized the need for the additional water 
source to assist the only other source which came from Sheatown and 
Wanamie and followed the direction just behind and north of St. 
Nicholas’ Cemetery and Kapek’s Farm.  Newport Township Fire Chief 
Dan Kowalski stated that during a recent water main break on W. Main 
Street in Glen Lyon the flow of water continued to both sides of town 
as a result of this recent improvement, which also adds to increased 
fire protection by the Township and its volunteer fire companies.  Only 
the water to the affected area of the break was turned off during the 
repair work. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Newport Township Fire Alert Siren   

Temporarily Out of Service 
The system was  disconnected by power company personnel 
working on the Nuclear Alert System within the Township who 
were under the impression that the Fire Alert system was no 
longer in use.     
 

Upon learning of this situation Fire Chief Kowalski contacted the 
proper authorities and notified them that the Fire Alert System 
was in fact a vital and necessary part of the operation of the New-
port Township Fire Department needed to alert volunteers to re-
port for fire emergencies as well as other emergencies during 
which their expertise and assistance might be required. 
 

The problem is being addressed and the system will be restored as 
soon as possible with a set of distinct signals for both Nuclear and 
non Nuclear Emergencies. 
 

Fire Chief Kowalski urges all Emergency Service Personnel with 
Pagers to keep them fully charged and nearby as they proceed 
with their daily routine. 



 

 

By Heidi Selecki In the 
upcoming election 
this November, the 
position of Tax Col-
lector will be on the 
ballot.  The position 
was held by the late 
Arnold Morucci of 
Glen Lyon for more 
than thirty years.  
Ken Angradi of 
Glen Lyon won the 
May primary and 
has no apparent op-
position.  It is as-
sumed he will be 

elected and he’ll begin his term in January, 2010.  Up until then, the 
duties will be assumed by Arnold’s wife Marie. 

Ken grew up in the Canada section of Glen Lyon, the son of 
the late Ernest and Stella Fundalewicz Angradi.  He had one brother 
Robert, who recently passed away.  He attended Newport Township 
schools and graduated from High School in 1957.   He matriculated 
at Bloomsburg State for two years and then joined the Army Intelli-
gence and Security Division for the next 9 ½ years.  After basic 
training, he was stationed in Virginia.  From 1960 till 1961 during 
the Eisenhower Administration, he was sent to Ankara, Turkey.  
During his tour of duty, the Turkish government was overrun by a 
coup d’état and there were some tense moments.  He returned to 
Virginia and his next overseas assignment was in 1963 at Men-with-
Hill Station in northern England with the U.S. Army 13th Intelli-
gence Security Field Station.  He dealt mainly with personnel issues.  
It was there that he learned of the assassination of John Kennedy.   
He returned to the States in 1966 and served as a recruiter for Army 
Intelligence in Philadelphia. 

The following year he was promoted to Sergeant 1st Class and 
was dispatched to Vietnam from 1967-1968 with the 313th Radio 
Research Unit at Nha Trang.  He saw combat and was later awarded 
the Bronze Star and the Army Commendation Medal.  He was hon-
orably discharged from the Army in 1969. 

During his Army career, he married the former Jean Smolinski 
of Nanticoke in 1959.  Their sons Ken and Barry were born in 1960 
and 1962 respectively.  The family was living in England when 
Doug was born in 1963.  The youngest son, Damian was born in 
1969, the year Ken was discharged and the family returned to New-
port Township. 

Ken was employed at RCA as a foreman and later as Supervi-
sor/Shift Administrator from 1969 until 1981.  During that time, he 
earned his BS degree in Business Administration from Wilkes Uni-
versity.  He was just 9 credits shy of earning his MBA when his par-
ents became ill.  Ken was a sometime lecturer in Labor Relations at 
Wilkes and also taught Accounting 101 and 102 at the Luzerne 
County Community College. 

Other positions he has held include: Marketing Representative 
for PG & W, Revenue Officer for the IRS and a Carrier/Supervisor 
with the Postal Service.  Ken has been retired since 1999.  He hasn’t 
slowed down, as he is active in Corpus Christi Parish.  He serves as 
lector, Eucharistic Minister, CCD Instructor, and is a member of the 
Parish Council and the Finance Committee.  He is chairman of the 
diocesan Call-to-Holiness Core Implementation Committee and the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  He has served in several capacities at the 
Italian Club and is currently the Treasurer. (continued in next column)  

A Man Of Many Skills 
Glen Lyon Resident Ken Angradi  

Ken and Jean also keep busy with ten grandchildren. 
As Tax Collector Apparent, Ken hopes to continue the traditions 

of honesty and integrity set by his predecessors.  He feels he is quali-
fied to serve the people of the Township and will do his utmost to 
make himself approachable and convenient to all taxpayers. 

Mr. Angradi relaxing at home  during inter-
view with reporter Heidi Selecky 
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“Glen Lyon’s Den” 
 (Formerly Frace’s)  

34 Orchard St., Glen Lyon, PA (570) 736-6600  
  

 “In House Only Specials” 
“Sunday”  Wing Day $3.95 Per Order  

“Monday”  4 oz Lobster Tail -Fries & Slaw $9.95 
“Thursday”  Clams $3.95 Per Order  

Open Daily 3:00 PM to Close 
 Food & Beer Take-out s Available      ATM on Premises 

The books cost $20.00. They are on  sale  now and will be available 
until December 15, 2009. They are excellent for Christmas Gifts and 
Stocking Stuffers 
Please contact Judy Novak at 735-5914 to purchase a book. 
Proceeds benefit the children in the Township  

Newport Township Woman’s Activity Group 
Selling 2010 Entertainment Books 

By John Jarecki For four years, the Newport Township Commu-
nity Organization has participated in the Great American Cleanup, 
which occurs in late April about the time of Earth Day.  And for the 
last two years, the Community Organization has been cleaning up 
trash along Kirmar Parkway, a roadway that the Organization has 
adopted.  Helping out with these cleanups has made me, for one, more 
aware of the problem of littering and its cost to the community. 

Research on the problem tells us that, sadly, 75% of Americans 
have admitted to littering in the last five years: too many of us, it 
seems, fall short in this matter. 

Research also tells us that it is in our own interest as community 
residents not to contribute to this problem.   Litter reduces community 
property values and discourages new residents and businesses from 
relocating nearby. It can kill and stunt the growth of plants, and can 
kill or injure animals (for example, animals trapped in bottles, jars, 
and plastic bags and packaging, and animals, injured by trash, and 
then developing infections).  Litter carries germs and attracts scaven-
gers (such as rats), and affects water quality. It is also expensive to 
remove:  the money spent on the problem could be better spent on 
repairing roads and on police and fire protection. 

We invite you to come out with us next April during the Great 
American Cleanup and make your community a cleaner and better 
place to live. 

The information for this article comes from the organization 
Green Eco Services. (on the web at http://www.greenecoservices.com). 

Trash, Littering & Illegal Dumping 

HOLY CHILD GROVE  OCT 10,  11AM-5PM 
BE THERE OR BE SQUARE! 
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By Tom Kashatus During my lifetime I have had the honor to have met 
and known two men who had made the Normandy invasion off the 
coast of France on June 6, 1944.  The first was Father Joe Laskey, 
former pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in Wanamie who made the land-
ing at Utah Beach as a First Sergeant on that historic date.  I’ll never 
forget how vividly Father Laskey described the red water at the 
beachhead which was saturated with American blood. 

 The second person was Newport Township’s own Albert 
“Bayo” Morucci who, ironically, also landed at Utah Beach with 
Company I, 358th Regiment, of the 98th Infantry Division.  Through-
out their lifetime, many combat soldiers try to forget their difficult 
times in war and battle.  The same is true for Corporal Morucci but 
he cannot forget when the ramp of the LST opened and the troops 
were forced to exit in deep water and removed their heavy equip-
ment and ammunition to keep from drowning,  forcing them to at-
tack the beach at a huge disadvantage. 

Mr. Morucci was born in Glen Lyon in 1922 and graduated 
from Newport Township High School in 1940.  As a young man he 
liked to fish and trap weasels for their $2.00 pelts with his buddies 
John “Jack” Kolakowski and Joseph “Hawkeye” Leonard .  His fa-
ther David and mother Mary (Casaccia) Morucci were parents of 
four other children – David “Buddy,” Arnold “Arnie,” Frances, and 
Frank who passed away at the age of two.  Albert’s father served 
with the US Forces in France during WWI.  Arnold (recently de-
ceased) served in the US Navy as WWII was coming to a conclusion 
and David served with the US Army in Korea.  During WWII Fran-
ces left Newport Township with her aunt, Theresa Casaccia, to work 
in a defense plant in New Jersey. 

As American forces pressed on from Normandy and Utah 
Beach, Corporal Morucci made his way through France to Dillingen, 
Germany on the Saar River where he was wounded by shrapnel in 
the hip and spine.  At that time he served under General Patton in the 
Third Army, 20th Corps.  During and/or after the invasion he remem-
bers a Commanding General being relieved of his command for er-
roneously directing a bombardment on our own troops, the Allied 
Forces with 4,000 bombers laying a path of destruction one mile 
wide against enemy forces, and American paratroopers landing in 
the middle of town saturated with German troops. 

After receiving his injuries, Corporal Morucci was evacuated to 
France, then England and the United States.  Ironically, his sister 
Frances in New Jersey received a letter from him with information 
of his injuries prior to his mother in Glen Lyon receiving notification 
from the Department of Army.  He spent six months in Halloran 
General Hospital, Staten Island, NY and eighteen months at Deshon 
Veterans Administration Hospital in Pittsburgh recovering from his 
injuries.  The Army was hesitant to release him from duty but Con-
gressman Flood assisted Corporal Morucci with receiving his dis-
charge.  I asked, “Why a discharge without being completely healed 

Pictured above is “Bayo” enjoying a visit with his sister  Francy 
at her residence in Glen Lyon. 

Albert  “Bayo” Morucci, Glen Lyon Native & 
Veteran of Invasion of Normandy  

from your wounds?”  He replied, “All the good doctors were leaving 
military service at the time.” 

Upon discharge from the service he  returned to Glen Lyon and 
hung around with his friends “Chicky,” Sparrow,” and “Canary” Bro-
zowski and Alex Casoni; married Elizabeth Hocko from Alden after 
meeting her at a Polka dance; and later moved to Detroit, MI to work 
for Ford Motor Company for 29 years.  He notably appreciated my 
driving an F-150 at the time when we first met.  He is the father of 
four children – Albert, Alberta Knorr, Patricia Morucci, and Mary 
Redmon with whom he lives in Bridgeport, IN. 

Newport Community News pays tribute to Mr. Morucci for his 
sacrifice and contribution to our country as well as to the many others 
who served that are still living and those who passed on from Amer-
ica’s “Greatest Generation.” 

FALL FESTVAL “09   
BE THERE OR BE SQUARE 
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Township Residents Serving In Military 

Lieutenant Commander Patrick W. Hourigan  
By Erin Hourigan  Patrick Hourigan is a graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy, Class of 1998. 

Before graduating from the Academy, Hourigan applied for and 
was accepted to Naval Flight School. He attended the various stages of 
flight school required to become a Naval pilot and qualified as a pilot 
for the Navy’s primary Fighter/Bomber aircraft, the F18 Hornet and, 
later, the F18 Super Hornet.  He is currently stationed at the Naval Air 
Station in Lemoore, CA, where he serves as Safety Officer and Depart-
ment Head of VFA-146, the Blue Diamonds. On his most recent de-
ployment, Hourigan’s squadron cruised the Pacific on the U.S.S. John 
C, Stennis, providing support to U.S. military operations in Afghani-
stan.   

Hourigan and his wife, Elaine (Willoughby) Hourigan, a native of 
Knoxville, TN, and veteran of the U.S. Air Force, returned to NAS 
Lemoore in October, 2008, after spending their first year of married 
life on the Navy base in Atsugi, Japan.  While Patrick spent the major-
ity of his time underway on the U.S.S. Kitty Hawk, Elaine completed 
online courses with the University of Tennessee, working towards her 
Master’s Degree in Catastrophe Management, which she received in 
the Spring of this year.   

Prior to his marriage, Hourigan was assigned to the Naval Weap-
ons School at NAS Lemoore.  As part of that position, he was required 
to complete the Navy’s Top Gun training program at NAS Fallon in 
Nevada, in preparation for training other F18 pilots in the finer points 
of combat flying and naval weaponry. His first assignment at NAS 
Lemoore was with VFA-137, the Kestrels.  The Kestrels, aboard the 
U.S.S. Constellation, were one of the initial units assigned to Opera-
tion Iraqi  Freedom.  During his time in the Gulf, Hourigan was chosen 
by the Navy to be interviewed both by CNN reporters and the repre-
sentatives of a European newspaper. 

Pat, an avid fisherman and hiker, enjoys spending his spare time 
visiting and exploring the National Parks in the Western United States. 
The visits provide him ample opportunity to partake in both fishing 
and hiking as well as seeing some of America’s most beautiful assets.  

Hourigan graduated from Bishop Hoban High School in 1993. He 
is the son of Linda and Bill Hourigan, Orchard St., Glen Lyon. His  
grandparents were  Joseph and Eleanor Bonkiewicz, formerly of Or-
chard St., Glen Lyon, and  John A. and Katharine M. Hourigan, for-
merly of Glen Summit, Mountaintop.  He and Elaine live on base at 
NAS Lemoore with their poodle mix, Maggie.  

 About Township Residents Serving In Military 
 

If you have a loved one or good friend who is a resident or former resident of Newport Township on active duty in a branch of the 
US Armed Forces and you would like to have an article about this person appear in a future edition please let us know. Our editor 
or one of our reporters will contact you. For additional information contact Bill at 736-6096 or email billin63@verizon.net 

 By Tom Kashatus of 
Sergeant Thomas 
A. Fox, is cur-
rently stationed in 
Kabul, Afghani-
stan with Head-
quarters & Head-
quarters Battery 
of the 4th Battal-
ion, 25th Artillery 
from fort Drum, 
New York. They 
are part of the TF 
Spartan/10th  
Maintenance Di-
vision, FOB Air-
borne.  

Upon interviewing the mother and wife of Sergeant Thomas A. 
Fox I could feel and see the extreme deep emotional strain of  fami-
lies whose “loved ones” in the military are serving our country in the 
global war on terrorism throughout the world.  Sergeant Fox is the 
son of Faye (Burd) and stepson of Joseph Maloney, Orchard Street, 
Glen Lyon, who is a Marine veteran  and served his country for four 
years during the Vietnam era. Thomas is married to Billie Jean 
(Schoonover) Fox of Lawton, Oklahoma, whom he married while 
stationed at Fort Sill in 2005.  He is the grandson of Chester Burd 
(WWII veteran of the European Theater) and Irene (Rinehammer) 
Burd of Wanamie (both deceased) and the step-grandson of the late 
Reverend Joseph Maloney (Korean War & Vietnam War veteran) 
and Anne (Boris) Maloney and Joan (Reiser) Maloney, all of Wilkes 
Barre.  Sergeant Fox and Billie Jean are the proud parents of three 
year old son, Alexander Keith Fox, who resides at Orchard Street 
with his mother and grandparents during our soldier’s deployment. 

Sergeant Fox graduated from Greater Nanticoke Area School 
District and attended Wilkes Barre Area Vocational Technical 
School specializing in Audio Visual Aids.  He is Regular Army and 
enlisted in 1999 after graduation.  His basic training was taken at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma and he has been busy ever since while complet-
ing tours of duty in Germany and along the DMZ in Korea during 
2005.  He served a tour in Iraq in 2003 during the operation of Iraqi 
Freedom.  

Sergeant Fox is a hard worker and exemplifies the ideal ser-
viceman as he has achieved the status of EXPERT rifleman and 
rocket and missile launcher.  His other honors are Good Conduct 
Medal (3), Army Achievement Medal (3), Army Commendation 
Medal (3), Korean Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Na-
tional Defense Ribbon, Expeditionary Medal, and a number of unit 
citations.  His military training has been in meteorology and his pri-
mary function in Afghanistan is driving a humvee, as show in the 
enclosed picture.  Most recently he had lost a dear friend and three 
other members of his unit when an IED (Improvised Explosive De-
vice) exploded during maneuvers.  His family misses him very much 
and they pray every day for his safe return.  A rest and recuperation 
(R & R) is planned for October here in the United States and then 
back to Afghanistan to complete his tour of duty in Asia. 

Sergeant Thomas A. Fox 
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Glen Lyon Crime Watch  
 by Karen Rejician 

ATTENTION NEWPORT TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS RE 
911!!  The Newport Township police chief is recommending most 
calls be made directly to 911 because it is faster, the lines are re-
corded for safety and liability reasons and the 911 center documents 
the time a citizen calls, the time the police are dispatched, the time 
the police arrive and the time the police clear the call, as well as all 
persons’ names that are run for warrants or suspended driver’s li-
censes and vehicle registration information. By the time the officer 
is clear from the call and arrives back at police headquarters, that 
information has been faxed to NTPD for their report. 

It is recommended 911 not be used for requests for accident 
reports, incident reports, general police questions or information, 
reporting of stray animals, firework complaints, parking complaints 
and abandoned vehicles 
June was National Safety Month.   

On June 17, 2009 the Wilkes-Barre Crime Watch coalition 
sponsored a “Stranger Danger” program.  Kids were fingerprinted 
and Luzerne County Detective Charles J. Balogh, Jr., role played as 
a stranger trying to allure kids.  Glen Lyon Crime Watch member 
Winnie Stec and her granddaughter Alyssa attended this event.  
Alyssa is a smart kiddo and knew how to handle herself. 
August 2nd was National Night Out or “America’s Night Out 
Against Crime” in Wilkes Barre.  

 People from 14 Wilkes Barre crime watches attended the cele-
bration at Wilkes Barre Public Square along with Glen Lyon crime 
watch members Mary Margaret Kashatus and myself.  Among the 
crime prevention speakers were Luzerne County District Attorney 
Jackie Musto Carroll, Luzerne County Detective Charles J. Balogh, 
Jr. and Wilkes-Barre Deputy Police Chief Donald Crane  The cele-
bration consisted of a bake sale, flea market and 50 cent food items. . 
We all enjoyed listening to the band and watching the hula hoop, 
limbo and twist contests.   

National Night Out is the brainchild of the National Associa-
tion of Town Watch executive director who felt a high-profile event 
was needed nationally to heighten awareness and participation in 
local anti-crime efforts.  The first National Night Out was introduced 
early in l984.  The event culminated the first Tuesday of August.              
Glen Lyon Crime Watch is planning to actively participate in the 
2010 National Night Out. 

Friendly Food Mart 
(Formerly Penn Mart) 

Convenience Store & Gas Stop  
State Minimum Cigarettes 

All Other Tobacco Products Available 
 

HRS Sun.-Thur. 5AM-10PM 
   Fri.-Sat. 5am-11PM 

 
110 Robert Street, Sheatown  

735-7441 
 

Money Orders & ATM 
Food Stamps Accepted 

Freshly Made 
 

Breakfast 
& 

Lunch 
Sandwiches 

 

Coffee-Tea Fruit 
Juices  

& Soda 
 

Sit In Tables 

Bread & Rolls 
Canned Goods 
Baked Goods 

Candy 
Snack Foods 
Dry Goods 

& 
More 

K. M. Smith Elementary Contest Winners 
by Karen Rejician   
 On June 4th the 
Glen Lyon Crime 
Watch presented 
blue (first place), 
red (second place) 
and white (third 
place) ribbons to 
the winners of a 
coloring contest 
held for the stu-
dents at the K. M. 
Smith Elementary 
School of the 
Greater Nanticoke 

Area School District.   Kindergarten, Pathways, and Lifestyles en-
tries (a firefighter) were judged by President Ronald Womelsdorf 
and Secretary Gina Domashinski of the Consolidated Fire Depart-
ment; and first grade entries (bicycle safety) were judged by New-
port Township Police Chief Robert Impaglia.   

  Pictured are the blue ribbon winners and recipients of a 
$10.00 gift certificate to Wall Mart, the Crime Watch presenters, and 
K. M. Smith Principal, Maryann Jarolen.  Shown are, bottom row 
from the left:  Chief Impaglia, Joseph Bielecki, Taylor Bartle, Abi-
gail Marusak, Brandon Rosario-Clark, Michael Robbins, and Marie 
Morucci (CW); second row:  Winnie Stec (CW), Cindy Krestynick 
(CW), Taylor Simmons, Lily Kratz, Destiny Hopkins, Isabel Emel, 
and Devland Heffron; third row:  Karen Rejician (CW), Lexey 
Mikolon, Katie Ward, Lily Galazin, Fire Chief  Dan Kowalski and 
Secretary Domashinski; fourth row:  Jordan Oliver and Principal 
Jarolen. 

  Animal Blessing October 4th 
The Traditional blessing of animals on the 
Feast of St. Francis will take place Sunday, Oc-
tober, 4th at 3 PM in the parking lot of the Cor-
pus Christi Parish Center, 43 W. Main St, Glen 
Lyon. The Blessing Service will last approxi-
mately 10 to 15 minutes. Everyone is invited to 
bring their pets and animals of any kind. 



 

 

By Bill Hourigan The Pennsylvania Envi-
ronmental Council; Northeast Regional 
Office has announced that Palmira Greg-
ory Miller of Glen Lyon has been se-
lected to receive a 2009 Northeast Penn-
sylvania Partnership Award for her work 
in environmental protection, 
    Each year, the Northeast Environ-
mental Partners selects a small group of 
people and/or organizations to recognize 
for demonstrated excellence in environ-
mental protection or conservation. This 
year Palmira is one of those individuals. 

Awardees are selected for their individual concerns on envi-
ronmental issues as well as their demonstrated qualities of working 
with others.  

Palmira has been the leading promoter of environmental ex-
cellence in Newport Township for many years. Through her efforts 
Newport Township Community Organization has become a leader 
in environmental awareness in the Township. The Community Or-
ganization sponsors an annual cleanup week each year which re-
sults in the removal of tons of trash from roadsides and dumping 
sites throughout the Township. In addition Palmira organizes and 
directs  Big Junk Drop Off which is sponsored each Spring by 
Newport Township Community Organization. 

The award will be presented to Palmira at the 19th Annual 
Evening for Northeast Pennsylvania’s Environment on October 22, 
2009 at the Woodlands Inn & Resort.  
Editor’s note:  Congratulations  & Thanks Palmira 

Palmira Gregory Miller  Selected to Receive 
2009 Northeast Pennsylvania  

Environmental Partnership Award 

Newport Township  Fire Co.  
& Newport Township Ambulance Association  

Looking For Men & Women  
To Fill Both Paid & Volunteer Positions 

By Bill Hourigan  Dan Kowalski Newport Township Fire Chief and 
President of Newport Township Community Ambulance Association 
says that both entities are in need of people to fill vacancies.  

 Kowalski says that, due to attrition of  people leaving for other 
jobs and/or moving to other communities, the availability of paid 
personnel  to respond to emergency calls is approaching a dangerous 
level. Additionally the level of volunteers in the township is not up to 
expectations and more are needed to help ensure the well being of our 
community. 

Chief Kowalski pointed out that both organizations provide 
training for new members and will generally accept proof of credits 
from training courses already taken by prospective professional and 
volunteer members. The organizations also provide equipment and 
gear for their personnel, provide regular training sessions and offer 
subsidies for members to attend professionally taught training 
courses. 

Applicants for both professional and volunteer positions must 
be 18 years of age. Interested individuals may stop in the Fire Station 
which is located within the Newport Township Municipal Building 
on Center Street in Wanamie for additional information. 

Palmira Gregory Miller 

Bar 
 Now Featuring Full NFL Package  

 

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. & Sat.  4 PM - 2 AM,  Fri.  &  Sun. 11  AM - 2 AM 
 

Kitchen 
Pizza - Hoagies - Wings + Full Menu  
Hours: Fri. - Sat. 4 PM  - 2 AM,  Sun. 11 AM  - 2 AM      

 

Hall Rentals Available  
Call For Details 

EAT IN         DELIVERY AVAILABLE        TAKE  OUT 

Post 539 
62 Newport Street 

Glen Lyon, PA 
Bar Area 736-3051 
Kitchen 736-6462 

Happy Hour 

7 - 9 

Mon. - Fri 

Happy Hour 12 - 1 Sun. 
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May Your right hand  
always  

Be stretched out  
in friendship 

And never in want. 



 

 

By Tom Kashatus There is 
another World Series played 
in the United States besides 
the competition between the 
American and National 
leagues in October, and that is 
the real World Series of base-
ball/softball involving Little 
League teams from all over 
the world.  The boys twelve 
and under play in Williams-
port, PA and receive the most 
attention in the newspapers 
and on television.  Little 
League also sponsors girls 
softball in various age compe-
titions – twelve and under, 
Junior Girls Little League     
(13 & 14), and Senior Girls 
Little League (15 & 16).  This 
year Newport-Nanticoke 
fielded a team in the Junior 
category that recently com-
pleted an experience in a ride 
to that championship that will 
never be forgotten by family, 
friends, and the young soft-
ballers as long as they live.  
Newport Township’s own,  
catcher Cassie Yalch, left fielder Katie Kowalski, and center fielder/
right fielder  Sara Higgins earned a spot on that team and highly 
contributed to its success throughout the journey.   Many of the  
young women on the team played junior high softball for Greater 
Nanticoke Area which successfully captured two back to back dis-
trict championships (this year with a 45 – 0 record). 

The first stop was a District Championship by defeating Moun-
taintop two games to none.  Then the team traveled to Scranton and 
began “Pool Play” for Sectionals and defeated Carbino Club of Jes-
sup which drew players from four area school districts.  The State 
finals were held at Back Mountain with eight teams in “Pool Play” 
competition.  The final game was a 1 – 0 victory over West Point, 
champs from the previous year, as Sammy Gow singled, advanced to 
second on a bunt by Ari Grabowski, and scored the only run on a 
triple by Katie Kowalski in the top of the first inning. 

The team traveled on to Connecticut for the Eastern US Re-
gionals and competition in “Pool Play”  with teams from Rhode Is-
land, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Massachusetts, Maine, 
Delaware and Connecticut (2).  In the final game with Connecticut 
the local squad prevailed with a 6 – 2 victory and earned a trip to the 
West Coast for a shot at a World Championship in Kirkland , Wash-
ington.  As teams gathered from Italy, Canada, Puerto Rico, Philip-
pines, Florida, Texas, Ohio, Utah, Pennsylvania, and Washington the 
excitement and emotion grew with national coverage by ESPN.  
Unfortunately the local squad dropped their first two games but ulti-
mately departed with a 3 – 3 record and sixth place in the tourna-
ment.  The picture of the team was taken in Kirkland with the play-
ers and coaches  in tournament  uniform which they purchased with 
their own funds. 

Cassie was fascinated with the fact of competing with play-
ers from other nations throughout the world.  Katie stated that the 
language barrier was overcome as players used sign language to 

THE OTHER WORLD SERIES 
Local Girls Go the Distance 

express themselves to each other.  Sara grew especially fond of the 
players from Puerto Rico and was impressed with the warmth and exu-
berance that they promoted.   The local squad became a fan and oppo-
sition favorite throughout play due to their expression of good sports-
manship and enthusiasm throughout competition.  Parents’ emotion 
and excitement and a feeling of humbleness also ran high as they 
thought of where their children were and what they had accomplished.  
The Nanticoke-Newport squad was unique in that all players contrib-
uted in their own special way as the coaches made the decisions to 
control the flow of the game. 

Mr. Yalch stated that a banquet to honor the team is planned for 
November in the greater Nanticoke area  and the public will be asked 
for support.  He stated that the parents, players, and coaches wish to 
thank those who supported the “boot drive” and the team with their  
calls and letters throughout their  unforgettable summer. 
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Patrice Marie’s 
Salon 

 

Perms - Colors - Highlights 

For Appointments Call 570-736-3338 
Mon - Wed - Fri 12 Noon - 8 PM 

Sat - 10 AM - 7PM 
29 East Main Street, Glen Lyon, PA 18617 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers 
Without them there will be no  
Newport Community News! 



 

 

Roman Catholics of Township  
Vote on Which Local Church  

They Wish to Keep Open  
Under Diocesan  

Reorganization and Consolidation Plan 
By Bill Hourigan   Early on a recent Sunday afternoon the faithful of 
Corpus Christi Parish gathered in the basement of St, Adalbert’s 
Church  to vote on which church within the Parish they would like 
to keep open when the Parish is consolidated with the Parish in 
Mocanaqua  and  the Parish in Fairmont Springs. 

Rev. Joseph P. Kutch, Pastor of Corpus Christi, conducted the 
meeting with assistance from some parishioners, 

Father Joe, as he likes to be known, pointed out that under the 
current plans the consolidation of these 3 parishes will be carried 
out in an orderly manner. The question at hand was which church 
within Corpus Christi Parish will be closed?. Current plans appear 
to indicate that one church in Newport Township, one in Moca-
naqua, (St, Mary, Our Lady of Perpetual Help) and (St. Martha )the 
church in Fairmont Springs, will stay opened on some type of 
schedule to serve the faithful. As of press time,( Ascension of the 
Lord), Mocanaqua has been ordered closed  by Church Authorities 
in Scranton. 

Those in attendance were given a presentation which included 
such information as the condition, seating capacity and operating 
costs of Corpus Christi Parish’s 2 churches, St. Adalbert’s in Glen 
Lyon and St. Mary’s in Wanamie, as well as all of the other build-
ings and properties under the care and ownership of the Parish. 

Next a question, answer and suggestion session followed in 
which many of those in attendance  participated. After much dis-
cussion, Father Joe thanked all who were in attendance and noted 
that the time for voting had arrived as discussion was beginning to 
go around in circles. He also pointed out that the results would not 
guarantee anything in stone as the Bishop and his committees 
would have the final say what will eventually be decreed. 

The vote was then taken by paper ballot and counted. The 
result was a clear majority voted to keep St. Adalbert’s open. 

After the meeting this reporter spoke with many of the people 
in attendance. All agreed the vote was in favor of St. Adalbert’s 
principally because more residents Glen Lyon were present to vote 
than those from the Lee, Wanamie, Sheatown, Alden and Whitney 
Point areas of the Township. 

A strong second factor which made many favor St. Adalbert’s 
is the fact that the church has the largest seating capacity of all the 
churches involved in the consolidation plan. The seating capacity is 
an important factor to many when special ceremonies for holidays, 
funerals, Baptisms, Confirmations, weddings and other special oc-
casions are scheduled.  

By Tom Kashatus Pictured 
is the illegal dumping of 
trash on an ATV trail 
just off the highway 
leading from Wanamie 
to Glen Lyon prior to the 
entrance to St. Nicholas 
Cemetery.  The area was 
cleaned of debris and 
tires by Newport Town-
ship Community Organi-
zation volunteers during 

the Great American Clean-up in April and most recently during a high-
way clean-up in July.  Chief Impaglia stated that the investigation into 
the incident along W. Kirmar Highway is ongoing as evidence was 
found implicating individuals from out of town.  The department is 
seeking witnesses to the violation. 
 On August 25th Allan Brown was prosecuted in District Magis-
trate Donald Whittaker’s court by Newport Township Police Chief 
Robert Impaglia for illegal dumping that was reported by a concerned 
citizen along Spring Street in Glen Lyon.   He was found guilty and 
fined $300.00 mainly due to evidence of personal identification found 
mixed in with the trash. 
 The Newport Township Community Organization’s Home 
Page (www.newporttownship.com) gives directions on “What To Do If 
You Witness Someone Littering Or Dumping Trash.”  NEVER ap-
proach someone who you think is littering or dumping!!  Residents are 
asked to immediately report sightings of illegal dumping as soon as 
possible to local police who now routinely check and document affected 
areas on a regular basis.  It cannot be emphasized enough the impor-
tance of public support which is needed to effectively bring this long 
ongoing and ugly practice in Newport Township to a halt. 

Illegal Dumping on W. Kirmar Avenue. 

BECOME A MEMBER 
Of 

The Newport Township Community Organization 
 

Add Support To Our Many Activities As Our Township  
Proceeds Through The 21st Century 

 

Newsletters -Summer Fun Program-Community Activism 
Recycling Programs-Major Clean-ups- Historical Documentation 

Charitable Contributions 
 

Annual Membership Fee: $5.00 
Clip Out The  Form Below And Send  To: 

Tom Kashatus 
C/O  110 1/2  Railroad Avenue 

Wanamie, PA 18634 
 

Questions? Tom Can Be Reached At (570) 736-6981 
 
  

Newport Township Community Organization 
 

________New Member    _______Membership Renewal 
 

Name___________________________________________ 
 

Address_________________________________________ 
 

              _________________________________________ 
 

Phone Number___________________________________ 
 

E-Mail Address__________________________________ 
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Home Made Fresh & Smoked Sausage 

Made All Year Round 
 

Holiday Orders Taken                32 East Main Street 
Up to 7 Days Before                                      Glen Lyon, PA 

18617                            570 736-6585 

 
NTCO 2010 Historic Picture Calendars are now availabl1e at 

The Variety Stop in Glen Lyon or from Heidi Selecky 



 

 

BY Heidi Selecky These are 
tough economic times to be 
sure.  The United States 
Postal Service is a service 
everyone takes for granted, 
and it too has fallen victim.  
The USPS  does not receive 
tax dollars for its operations 
and must rely solely on in-
come generated by postage 
sales and services.  In the 
third quarter of this year, the 
USPS posted a $2.4 billion 
dollar loss.  Even though the 
number of addresses grows 

at an annual rate of 1.5 million, the volume of mail and therefore the 
income it generates has dropped considerably due to email, online bill 
payments, and other computer-related activities.  Cost cutting meas-
ures include the closing of many post offices, cutting 57,000 positions, 
and freezing salaries. 

In these times of consolidations and closings, it is happy news 
that the Township’s only remaining post office located in Glen Lyon 
will stay open.  Postmaster Jeffrey Stanton received confirmation this 
summer and mail will continue to be delivered from the location on 
North Market Street. 

Jeff is the 15th Postmaster to serve the Glen Lyon Post Office.  He 
is the son of Gene and Charlotte Stanton.  He grew up in Mountaintop 
with his two sisters, Jeanne and Charlanne.  He graduated from Crest-
wood High School in 1977, where he played on the football team.  His 
first job was as a stock clerk at the American Tobacco Factory in the 
Crestwood Industrial Park.  He always wanted to work for the postal 
service and took civil service exams.  His first position was as a letter 
carrier in Freeland for three years.  He was also assigned to Berwick, 
Wilkes-Barre and Hazleton.  Yes, he was chased by dogs and some-
times found “surprises” in people’s mailboxes. 

He then applied for management positions.  His first job as Post-
master was in Hop Bottom where he stayed for several years.  He re-
calls that he lived in Nicolson and his apartment afforded a great view 
of the Nicolson Viaduct.   On August 9, 1985, he began his duties at 
the Glen Lyon Post Office and has been here ever since. 

When he first came, the change in generation was taking place.  
He remembers Leonard Kaminski, Mr. Klem, John Adams, and Ted 
Pishnik.   The lobby of the post office was often a meeting place where 
folks would gather and swap stories. He was impressed with the cama-
raderie of the World War II generation.   Among the people he remem-
bers are Arnold Morucci, Al Noss, Len Najaka, John Forgach and Joe 
Vidumski.  Joe, he says, was always helping somebody.  If he were 
around today, he would need a pager!  Jeff was also fascinated by the 
ethnic traditions.  At Christmas, people would mail kielbasa and nut 
roll.  He says every town has its unique personalities that add flavor to 
a community and Newport Township is no exception. 

Jeff says he is fortunate to have a wonderful staff: Judy Novak, 
Ed Sklaney, Frances Peter, Clyde Sterner, and Felicia Domulewicz.  
He is also thankful to the Township for their support when repairs and 
services are needed. 

Jeff is married to the former Judi Pettit of Wanamie and Moun-
taintop.  Judi’s mother is the former Sylvia Stewart of Wanamie.  They 
have one daughter, Brittany, who is 13.  Jeff plays tennis and his guitar 
for relaxation.  He was formerly a member of the band “Override.” 

Postmaster  Jeffery Stanton                     

Did You Know? The 1st Post Office in Glen Lyon was estab-
lished  August 03,  1886 as GLENLYON and remained so until 
August 01, 1939 when it was changed to Glen Lyon.  

Fatherhood Initiative Program 
 By Tom Kashatus Throughout the long hot summer a group of 
guys and their children have been busy at the K. M. Smith Elemen-
tary School in Alden doing volunteer work for the Nanticoke Fam-
ily Center which carries on its programs in the former Modular 
Unit.  Just to see the kids helping their dads, running around and 
playing, and eating lunch together is a joy to observe.  The men are 
members of the Fatherhood Initiative Program, or better known as 
“The Dads’ Group.”  Much of their work and sweat-equity this year 
has centered on the play area where they have been installing play-
ground equipment, a play mat, and new plastic fencing.  The Fam-
ily Center is an initiative of the Greater Nanticoke Area School 
District and is funded by special grants to the District from the 
State of Pennsylvania.  Director Diane Klish stated that besides the 
Fatherhood Initiative other programs supported by the Family Cen-
ter for families with children under five years of age are A.M. and 
P.M. Pre School, play groups, home visiting for family education, 
etc.  Mrs. Mary Anne Jarolen is principal of K. M. Elementary and 
Mr. Frank Grevera is Maintenance Superintendent of Greater Nan-
ticoke Area. 

The Dads’ Group has begun its regular meeting for the com-
ing year on September 10th and will continue to meet on a weekly 
basis every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at members’ homes on a rotating 
basis.  Current members are Rich Brogan, Bob Olsen, Greg 
Kosicki, Bill West, Ed Kenney, Matt McDonald, Dwayne Oshinski, 
and Mark Haam.  There are over seventeen children involved with 
their fathers.  The group, fathers and children, has also volunteered 
their time to the Newport Township Community Organization dur-
ing highway clean-ups and work on many other projects throughout 
the Greater Nanticoke Area School District. 

Mr. Brogan stated that the most important aspect in keeping 
the group together and functional is communication – keeping in 
contact with each other besides attending meetings and setting 
goals that involve the dads and their children.   

Pictured working on the playground fence are Mr. Brogan 
with his daughters, April and Tiffany, and Mr. Olsen with his 
sons Joseph, Alex, and Quentin. 
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DELICIOUS FOODS - GREAT ENTERTAINMENT 
FALL FESTIVAL ‘09  

OCTOBER 10        11 AM-5 PM 
HOLY CHILD GROVE - SHEATOWN 

 
BE THERE OR BE SQUARE!  



 

 

 
      Barbara's Custom Floral 
      Your Wedding Specialist 

          Complete Floral & Gift Shop 
              Wire Services Available 

 
 

    1-570-735-3011          1 Newport Street 
    1-800-452-9264          Nanticoke, PA 18634 

 
Fax: 570-735-0718  www.barbarasflora.com 
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DRIVEWAY BLAZERS 

Sealcoat & Protect the Life of Your Driveway 
Brush Applied                      Not Sprayed 

12 Years Experience 
Call for Free Estimates 
570-244-2244 

Pictured above is the recently cleared lot at 43  East Main St.  

By Bill Hourigan  “Our hats are raised to James Artmont of Glen 
Lyon, who recently purchased the property above and, at his own 
expense, cleared an older deteriorating home which stood on it.” 

This was the response of a neighboring resident who whishes 
to remain anonymous on the project recently completed by Mr. 
Artmont.   

According to the same source Mr. Artmont plans to plant a 
garden and some trees on the land.  

The anonymous person also commented further that it would 
certainly be wonderful if the Township takes action against the 
owners of the two properties next to Artmont’s. 

                                                                (See Artmont col 2) 

Lot on East Main Street in Glen Lyon, Formerly 
Site of Deteriorating Home,  

Reclaimed by Local Resident 

 (Artmont cont,)   Upon further investigation regarding those properties 
this reporter was able to learn the following about those properties. 

The property immediately to the left is an apartment building 
which was being refurbished by the owner. An unconfirmed rumor 
indicates that the owner abandoned the project when receiving notifi-
cation that that the building was assessed at $250,000.00 by Luzerne 
County. Upon receiving that information the owner removed the new 
windows and other  salvageable items which had been installed and 
ceased all work. It is believed that the owner has since moved out of 
the area. 

The building next to the apartment house is the former Family 
Theater Building. Although the building looks to be in fair condition 
from the street, that is not true. The roof or the building partially col-
lapsed. The debris from the collapse fell within the building and is 
not visible from the street.  

Further information was not available about these properties at 
press time.  

 
Mil-N-Jim's 
Parkway Inn 

 

Alden, PA 
 

Full Restaurant Menu 
Served Daily 11-11 

 
570-735-2745 

Newport Township Community News 
We are here to serve you! If you have any announcements, items 
of social interest, things you would like to see in the future edi-
tions, let us know. 
In addition, we are in need of reporters and advertising sale peo-
ple. 



 

 

Newport Community News 

Newport community news is published by The Newport Township Community Organization 4 times a year. Publishing dates are 
planned around the seasons of the year. Due to the fact that the publication is, with exception of the actual printing,  an entirely volunteer 
effort, exact dates of publication are not promised. Our printed version of 1200  issues is published in black and white and available at 
many local retail outlets throughout the Township. Each issue is also available in full color at our internet site www.newporttownship.com 
 
Newport Community News welcomes articles about People, Places & Things related to Newport Township as well information 
about clubs, organizations, Scouts and local sports teams. We run articles on a space available basis. The size of our publication depends 
entirely on advertising revenue so any articles submitted may not appear in the next edition. Please submit articles to us at least 3 weeks 
before target publication dates which are listed below.  

 
RATES  

Full Page:   2 Columns   X 10 Inches      $187.50 
 1/2 Page      2 Column    X 5 Inches         $109.38 
 1/2 Page      1 Column    X 10 Inches.      $109.38 
 1/4 Page      1 Column    X   5 Inches       $  56.25 
  Bus. Crd.   1 Column    X   2 Inches       $  25.00 

 

ADS IN SIZES DIFFERING FROM THOSE 

LISTED ABOVE WILL BE BILLED AT $12.50 

PER COLUMN INCH.  

FIXED RATE CONTRACTS AT DISCOUNT 

RATE OF 10%  WILL  BE AVAILABLE FOR 

ADVERTISERS  APPEARING IN 4 

CONSECUTIVE ISSUES.   

(CONTENTS OF AD MAY BE ALTERED AS 

LONG AS ADVERTISING ENTITY REMAINS 

THE SAME.) 

N E W P 0 R T  
 C O M M U N I T Y   

N E W S  

Advertising Rates 
Effective 

September 1, 2009 

Advertising Rates  
     Advertising is billed by Column 
Inch at a Rate of $12.50 per column 
inch. The minimum size ad accepted is 
2 Column Inches. The typical business 
card has dimensions of 2 Column 
inches deep by 3 1/2 inches long 
(column width) and perfectly fits our 
minimum size requirements. Business 
card sized ads are 2 column inches. 

TARGET 
PUBLICATION DATES 

WINTER: DECEMBER 15TH 
SPRING: MARCH 15TH 

SUMMER: JUNE 1ST        
FALL: SEPTEMBER 15TH 

 

(DATES MAY  VARY SKIGHTLY DUE TO STAFF VACATIONS) 

 

 NEWPORT COMMUNITY NEWS 
IS 

PUBLISHED 4 TIMES A YEAR 
 

BY  
THE NEWPORT TOWNSHIP  

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION 
 

ALSO IN COLOR ONLINE AT 
 www.newporttownship.com 

 
We will be glad to assist you in make up and 

layout of your advertisement.  
 

Location of ads within the publication is 
available  on a first come first served basis.    

 
 

FOR QUESTIONS AND ADDITIONAL IN-
FORMATION REGARDING  

ADVERTISING WITHIN  
THE NEWPORT 

 COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

CALL BILL AT 570-736-6096 OR EMAIL 
billin63@verizon.net 
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