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 N E W P O R T  T O W N S H I P  c o m m u n i t y  N E W S  

 

Spring….thaws the frozen fears, mends the wounded heart, that Winter has broken. ~ Aarno Davidson 

 Newport Township Public Business 
 

By John Jarecki ~ The following is an account of Newport Township 
public business arranged in two parts. The first is a discussion of                     
continuing projects and the second a discussion of items commented or 
acted on by the Township Commissioners at their monthly meetings in 
January, February, and March of 2022. 
   Glen Lyon Curb and Sidewalk Improvement Project:  Funded by a 
$1.4 million Luzerne County Infrastructure Improvement Grant that the 
Township received in 2018, this project will repair sidewalks and curbs 
along Main Street in Glen Lyon.  In February the Township asked for 
bids for the project and in March awarded a contract to Multiscape Inc. 
of Pittston to do the work at a cost of $1,117,190.03, pending certifica-
tion by the Township Engineer and Township Solicitor.  Multiscape Inc. 
is a local firm that specializes in, among other things, general and con-
crete construction.  
   Dollar Store Construction Project:  In the fall of 2020, GBT Realty 
Corporation, a national company headquartered near Nashville, Tennes-
see, began doing preliminary work on construction of a 10,000 square- 
foot Dollar General Store at 375 West Kirmar Avenue in Wanamie.  In 
October 2021, the contractor began construction, and completed the 
work in February 2022.  The store opened on February 24.   

 
 
 
 
NorthPoint Development Warehouse Construction Project:  NorthPoint 
Development, a national construction company based in Kansas City, 
Missouri, which has constructed a number of warehouses along the 
South Valley Parkway, has begun construction of two warehouses just 
off Middle Road on reclaimed strip mine land.  One of these ware-
houses, a 536,00 square-foot structure, will be in Hanover Township, 
and a second warehouse, of 1.2 million square feet, will be entirely 
within Newport Township. This double warehouse project will be 
named Tradeport 164.  
 
At a groundbreaking ceremony in October of 2021, State Senator John 
Yudichak said that, when the buildings begin operation, they are ex-
pected to produce nearly $1 million in annual tax revenue, and that he 
expects that construction of these warehouses will be completed by May 
of 2022.  
 
Blighted Property Remediation Project: During 2021 Newport Town-
ship received a State Department of Community and Economic  Devel-
opment (DCED) Blight Remediation grant of $289,970 and an LSA 
(gaming) grant of $250,000 for acquisition and demolition of blighted 
properties.    
 
Township officials are demolishing blighted buildings in groups that 
are, if possible, near one another in the hope that this will decrease 
costs.  They first get permission from the owner to demolish the build-
ing, with the owner then keeping possession of the land on which the 
building stood.  
 
In December, the Township asked for bids to demolish the First Group 
of homes chosen for demolition at 1) 36-38 Rock Street, 2) 40 Rock 
Street, and 3) 260-261 Miner Avenue in Wanamie.  In February, Mr. 
Hillan announced that the three buildings had been demolished 
 
Also in February Mr. Hilan announced that a Second Group of four 
more properties were put on the list for demolition: 1) 56-58 East Main 
Street, 2) 15 West Main Street, 3) 239 West Main Street, and 4)  168 
Newport Street, all in Glen Lyon.  In March the Commissioners award-
ed a contract to Brdaric Excavating to demolish these buildings at a cost 
of $49,400.00 pending certification by the Township  Engineer and 
Township Solicitor. 
 
Also in March, Mr. Hillan announced that a Third Group of properties 
had been chosen for demolition: 1) 48-50-52-54 East Main Street and 2) 
68 East Main Street, both in Glen Lyon.  He expects to ask for bids for 
the project in April.  
 
Commissioners' meetings in January, February, and March 2022.  
 
January 3.  Magistrate Donald L. Whitaker administered the oath of 
office to newly re-elected Commissioners John Zyla and John Vishnef-
ski. The Commissioners then reappointed the following to official 
Township positions: 1) the Christopher Slusser Law Firm as Township 
Solicitor, 2) Jeremy Blank as Chief of Police, 3) PennEastern Engineers 
as Township Engineer, and 4 ) FNCB and the Pennsylvania Local Gov-
ernment Investment Trust ( PLGIT) as Township financial institutions. 
 
Township Financial Oversight Consultant Jennifer Polito reported that 
total Township income for 2021 was $2,017,223.82 and total expendi-
tures for 2021 were $1,455,516.15.  This is a surplus of about $550,000.  
It includes funds received through the Federal American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2022, that is pandemic relief. 
 
The Commissioners voted to accept the resignation of Jason Poremba as 
part time fire apparatus driver effective December 31, 2021. 
 
The Commissioners approved Resolution #1 of 2022 which rejected the 
Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment Commission's preliminary 
plan for new State senatorial districts in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 
Commissioner Paul Czapracki explained the action saying that the pro-
posed reapportionment divides Luzerne County among several senatori-
al districts that also included areas outside of the County.  It therefore 
violates the principle of representing a single community of interests by 
a single district, it and increases the probability that our local area will 
be represented by someone who lives in another area. 
 
February 7. The Commissioners approved Resolution #2 of 2022 which 
provided that Township employees who worked during the Covid 19 
pandemic would received extra compensation for their work using funds 
received under the Federal Government's American Rescue Plan Act of 
2022.   
 
Township employees provided essential services to the community at a 
time when such work exposed them to increased risk of getting Covid.  
Some employees contracted the disease. 
 
Employees who worked full time from April 1, 2020 to October 1, 2021 
will receive $2500 in extra compensation.  Employees who worked part 
time will receive extra compensation of $1.25 per hour up to a maxi-
mum amount of $2500.   
 
Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following in his report. 
 
1) Residents purchased 1,085 refuse stickers as of January 31, 2022 as 
compared with 1,120 at this time last year. 
 
2) In January John Mazur, from the State's Liquid Fuels Fund, audited 
the Township's report on its use of Liquid Fuels money in 2021.  New-
port will be receiving its 2022 Liquid Fuels funds during the first week 
in March. (The State's Municipal Liquid Fuels Program provides mainly 
gasoline tax funds to municipalities for construction, repair, and mainte-
nance of their roads.)  
 
3) PennEastern Engineers is preparing specifications for a new basket-
ball court and new tennis courts.  The Township will be asking for bids 
for the basketball count in a month or two. 
 
March 7. The Commissioners voted to approve purchase of a Ford F250 
regular cab pickup truck with a snow plow and salt spreader from 
McCandless Ford in Mercer, Pennsylvania (near Pittsburgh) through the 
State's COSTARS program at a cost of $49,598.00.  COSTARS 
(Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's cooperative purchasing program) is a 
State program through which local governments and other state affiliat-
ed organizations can make purchases at reduced costs. 
 
The Commissioners approved a motion to grant the Greater Nanticoke 
Area Junior High School Girls' Softball Team use of the softball field at 
the Wanamie Recreation Park. 
 
Township Manager Joe Hillan reported that residents purchased 1,400 
refuse stickers as of March 1, 2022, the same number as at this time last 
year. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   NorthPoint Development Warehouse Construction Project:  
NorthPoint Development, a national construction company based in 
Kansas City, Missouri, which has constructed a number of ware-
houses along the South Valley Parkway, has begun construction of 
two warehouses just off Middle Road on reclaimed strip mine land.  
One of these warehouses, a 536,00 square-foot structure, will be in 
Hanover Township, and a second warehouse, of 1.2 million square 
feet, will be entirely within Newport Township. This double ware-
house project is named Tradeport 164.  
   At a groundbreaking ceremony in October of 2021, State Senator 
John Yudichak said that, when the buildings begin operation, they are 
expected to produce nearly $1 million in annual tax revenue, and that 
he expects that construction of these warehouses will be completed 
by May of 2022.  
   Blighted Property Remediation Project: During 2021 Newport 
Township received a State Department of Community and Economic  
Development (DCED) Blight Remediation grant of $289,970 and an 
LSA (gaming) grant of $250,000 for acquisition and demolition of 
blighted properties.    
   Township officials are demolishing blighted buildings in groups 
that are, if possible, near one another in the hope that this will de-
crease costs.  They first get permission from the owner to demolish  

 
 

 
 
the building, with the owner then keeping possession of the land on 
which the building stood.  
 
In December, the Township asked for bids to demolish the First 
Group of homes chosen for demolition at 1) 36-38 Rock Street, 2) 40 
Rock Street, and 3) 260-261 Miner Avenue in Wanamie.  In Febru-
ary, Mr. Hillan announced that the three buildings had been demol-
ished 
 
Also in February Mr. Hilan announced that a Second Group of four 
more properties were put on the list for demolition: 1) 56-58 East 
Main Street, 2) 15 West Main Street, 3) 239 West Main Street, and 4)  
168 Newport Street, all in Glen Lyon.  In March the Commissioners 
awarded a contract to Brdaric Excavating to demolish these buildings 
at a cost of $49,400.00 pending certification by the Township  Engi-
neer and Township Solicitor. 
 
Also in March, Mr. Hillan announced that a Third Group of proper-
ties had been chosen for demolition: 1) 48-50-52-54 East Main Street 
and 2) 68 East Main Street, both in Glen Lyon.  He expects to ask for 
bids for the project in April.  
 
Commissioners' meetings in January, February, and March 2022.  
 
January 3.  Magistrate Donald L. Whitaker administered the oath of 
office to newly re-elected Commissioners John Zyla and John Vish-
nefski. The Commissioners then reappointed the following to official 
Township positions: 1) the Christopher Slusser Law Firm as Town-
ship Solicitor, 2) Jeremy Blank as Chief of Police, 3) PennEastern 
Engineers as Township Engineer, and 4 ) FNCB and the Pennsylva-
nia Local Government Investment Trust ( PLGIT) as Township finan-
cial institutions. 
 
Township Financial Oversight Consultant Jennifer Polito reported 
that total Township income for 2021 was $2,017,223.82 and total 
expenditures for 2021 were $1,455,516.15.  This is a surplus of about 
$550,000.  It includes funds received through the Federal American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2022, that is pandemic relief. 
 
The Commissioners voted to accept the resignation of Jason Poremba 
as part time fire apparatus driver effective December 31, 2021. 
 
The Commissioners approved Resolution #1 of 2022 which rejected 
the Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment Commission's prelimi-
nary plan for new State senatorial districts in Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia. Commissioner Paul Czapracki explained the action saying that 
the proposed reapportionment divides Luzerne County among several 
senatorial districts that also included areas outside of the County.  It 
therefore violates the principle of representing a single community of 
interests by a single district, it and increases the probability that our 
local area will be represented by someone who lives in another area. 
 
February 7. The Commissioners approved Resolution #2 of 2022 
which provided that Township employees who worked during the 
Covid 19 pandemic would received extra compensation for their 
work using funds received under the Federal Government's American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2022.   
 
Township employees provided essential services to the community at 
a time when such work exposed them to increased risk of getting 
Covid.  Some employees contracted the disease. 
 
Employees who worked full time from April 1, 2020 to October 1, 
2021 will receive $2500 in extra compensation.  Employees who 
worked part time will receive extra compensation of $1.25 per hour 
up to a maximum amount of $2500.   
 
Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following in his report. 
 
1) Residents purchased 1,085 refuse stickers as of January 31, 2022 
as compared with 1,120 at this time last year. 
 
2) In January John Mazur, from the State's Liquid Fuels Fund, audit-
ed the Township's report on its use of Liquid Fuels money in 2021.  
Newport will be receiving its 2022 Liquid Fuels funds during the first 
week in March. (The State's Municipal Liquid Fuels Program pro-
vides mainly gasoline tax funds to municipalities for construction, 
repair, and maintenance of their roads.)  
 
3) PennEastern Engineers is preparing specifications for a new bas-
ketball court and new tennis courts.  The Township will be asking for 
bids for the basketball count in a month or two. 
 
March 7. The Commissioners voted to approve purchase of a Ford 
F250 regular cab pickup truck with a snow plow and salt spreader 
from McCandless Ford in Mercer, Pennsylvania (near Pittsburgh) 
through the State's COSTARS program at a cost of $49,598.00.  
COSTARS (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's cooperative purchas-
ing program) is a State program through which local governments 
and other state affiliated organizations can make purchases at reduced 
costs. 
 
The Commissioners approved a motion to grant the Greater Nan-
ticoke Area Junior High School Girls' Softball Team use of the soft-
ball field at the Wanamie Recreation Park. 
 
Township Manager Joe Hillan reported that residents purchased 
1,400 refuse stickers as of March 1, 2022, the same number as at this 
time last year. 
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The Hanover Reservoir located on Newport’s Boundary with Hanover Township 



 

the building, with the owner then keeping possession of the land on which 
the building stood.  
   In December, the Township asked for bids to demolish the first group of 
homes chosen for demolition at 1) 36-38 Rock Street, 2) 40 Rock Street, 
and 3) 260-261 Miner Avenue in Wanamie.  In February, Mr. Hillan                                        
announced that the three buildings had been demolished. 
     In February Mr. Hillan announced that a second group of four more 
properties were put on the list for demolition: 1) 56-58 East Main Street, 2) 
15 West Main Street, 3) 239 West Main Street, and 4) 168 Newport Street, 
all in Glen Lyon.  In March the Commissioners awarded a contract to 
Brdaric Excavating to demolish these buildings at a cost of $49,400.00 
pending certification by the Township  Engineer and Township Solicitor. 
     In March, Mr. Hillan announced that a third group of properties had 
been chosen for demolition: 1) 48-50-52-54 East Main Street and 2) 68 
East Main Street, both in Glen Lyon.  He expects to ask for bids for the 
project in April.  
 

    The following are items discussed or acted on at Township Commis-
sioners’ meetings in January, February and March, 2022.    
 

January 3, 2022: Magistrate Donald L. Whitaker administered the oath of 
office to re-elected Commissioners John Zyla and John Vishnefski.  The 
Commissioners then reappointed the following to official Township posi-
tions: 1) the Christopher Slusser Law Firm as Township Solicitor, 2)                 
Jeremy Blank as Chief of Police, 3) PennEastern Engineers as Township 
Engineer, and 4 ) FNCB and the Pennsylvania Local Government Invest-
ment Trust ( PLGIT) as Township financial institutions. 
   Township Financial Oversight Consultant Jennifer Polito reported that 
total Township income for 2021 was $2,017,223.82 and total expenditures 
for 2021 were $1,455,516.15.  This is a surplus of about $550,000.  It                 
includes funds received through the Federal American Rescue Plan Act                  
of 2022, that is pandemic relief. 
   The Commissioners voted to accept the resignation of Jason Poremba as 
part time fire apparatus driver effective December 31, 2021. 
   The Commissioners approved Resolution #1 of 2022 which rejected the 
Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment Commission's preliminary plan 
for new State senatorial districts in Northeastern Pennsylvania. Commis-
sioner Paul Czapracki explained the action saying that the proposed reap-
portionment divides Luzerne County among several senatorial districts that 
also included areas outside of the County.  It therefore violates the princi-
ple of representing a single community of interests by a single district, and 
it increases the probability that our local area will be represented by some-
one who lives in another area. 
 

February 7, 2022: The Commissioners approved Resolution #2 of 2022 
which provided that Township employees who worked during the Covid 
19 pandemic would received extra compensation for their work using 
funds received under the Federal Government's American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2022.  Township employees provided essential services to the communi-
ty at a time when such work exposed them to increased risk of getting 
Covid.  Some employees contracted the disease. 
   Employees who worked full time from April 1, 2020 to October 1, 2021 
will receive $2500 in extra compensation.  Employees who worked part 
time will receive extra compensation of $1.25 per hour up to a maximum 
amount of $2500.   
 

   Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following in his report. 
 

1) Residents purchased 1,085 refuse stickers as of January 31, 2022 as 
compared with 1,120 at this time last year. 
2) In January John Mazur, from the State's Liquid Fuels Fund, audited the 
Township's report on its use of Liquid Fuels money in 2021.  Newport will 
be receiving its 2022 Liquid Fuels funds during the first week in March. 
(The State's Municipal Liquid Fuels Program provides mainly gasoline tax 
funds to municipalities for construction, repair, and maintenance of their 
roads.)  
3) PennEastern Engineers is preparing specifications for a new basketball 
court and new tennis court in the Wanamie Recreation Park.  The Town-
ship will be asking for bids for the basketball court in a month or two. 
 

March 7, 2022: The Commissioners voted to approve the purchase of a 
Ford F250 regular cab pickup truck with a snow plow and salt spreader 
from McCandless Ford in Mercer, Pennsylvania (near Pittsburgh) through 
the State's COSTARS program at a cost of $49,598.00.  COSTARS 
(Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's cooperative purchasing program) is a 
State program through which local governments and other state affiliated  
 
 
 
 
The Commissioners approved a motion to grant the Greater Nanticoke 
Area Junior High School Girls' Softball Team use of the softball field at 
the Wanamie Recreation Park. 
 
Township Manager Joe Hillan reported that residents purchased 1,400 re-
fuse stickers as of March 1, 2022, the same number as at this time last year. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

organizations can make purchases at reduced costs. 
   The Commissioners approved a motion to grant the Greater                                                     
Nanticoke Area Junior High School Girls' Softball Team use of the 
softball field at the Wanamie Recreation Park. 
   Township Manager Joe Hillan reported that residents purchased 
1,400 refuse stickers as of March 1, 2022, the same number at this 
time last year. 
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NTCO President’s Report 
 

By Stephen E. Phillips ~  During the past three months the Newport 
Township Community Organization (NTCO) continued its proactive 
role to assist in improving this municipality’s overall quality of life.  
The NTCO continues to monitor the status of the proposed Nacero Inc. 
facility proposed to be constructed on a several thousand acre site locat-
ed between Ridgeview and Glen Lyon.  If the project, as proposed, 
comes to fruition it will be the largest single financial investment in 
Luzerne County’s history.  As has been noted previously, the construc-
tion period is estimated at approximately four years and would employ 
more than 3500 workers.  The completed facility would provide em-
ployment for about 450 full time skilled manufacturing workers.  Their 
income is proposed to be $85,000.00 per year.  Numerous groups and 
individuals have expressed their opposition to the project, noting that it 
will degrade, rather than improve, the area.  No public hearings related 
to this proposal have been held at this juncture, and obviously several 
public agencies would have to grant their approval prior to the project 
coming to fruition.  The Township’s governing body is committed to 
insuring that the proposed plant meets the requisite environmental 
standards at all levels.   
   The third round of the Hometown Heroes Banner Project has seen an 
additional 39 banners purchased by families and friends of local veter-
ans.  Approximately 160 banners have been purchased , and all will be 
hung throughout the Township prior to Memorial Day and will remain 
in place until after Veteran’s Day.  This endeavor sponsored by New-
port United speaks highly about the patriotic spirit embodied in the 
Township’s current and former residents.  It should be noted that this 
project would not have been as successful without the dedication and 
hard work of Township Commissioner Debbie Forgach Zaleski, Town-
ship Manager Joe Hillan, Administrative Assistant Bernice Shipp, and 
the dedicated employees of the Township’s Street Department.  Special 
recognition should also be given to the management of Vishnefski 
Electrical Inc. who provided a bucket truck and employees.  Without 
this equipment and staff, it would have been very difficult to hang the                   
banners.   
   The NTCO continues to encourage all local residents to monitor the 
activities of their neighbors, especially those who are elderly or                  
disabled, to assist in identifying any problems these individuals are 
encountering.  This Organization will continue to work in concert with 
the local governing body and the proper social service agencies in a 
combined effort to aid in resolving difficulties faced by the local citi-
zenry.  Please remember, “If you see something, say something.” 
   A hearty welcome is given to Dollar General which recently opened a 
new facility immediately adjacent to the Kirmar Parkway just to the 
west of the Township’s Municipal Building.  It is truly a pleasure to 
welcome a new business enterprise to our community.  We encourage 
all our residents to patronize the new operation.   
   We would be remiss if we didn’t join the Township’s officials in ex-
tending our deep appreciation to all those entities who combined their 
efforts in battling the devastating January 22nd fire in Wanamie. A sub-
stantial number of these groups are comprised totally of dedicated vol-
unteers.  Not only did they have to battle the fire, but they also had to 
combat the elements over an extended time period.  Their actions and 
continued dedication are the perfect segue into our again encouraging 
all of our readers to join one or more of our local volunteer bodies, and 
if possible make a monetary contribution to help support their activities.  
Any assistance you can render will certainly be appreciated. 
   The Community Organization’s food distribution has been continuing 
during the winter months on the second Saturday of each month at 
11:00 am in the Township’s Recreation Park. Thus far, the weather has 
cooperated, and none of these events have been cancelled, although the 
March one was postponed one week.   
   With the advent of Spring, it is again important to strongly urge our 
readers and all those who traverse our local roads to avoid littering our 
thoroughfares.  It is unhealthy, unsightly, and projects a negative image 
of our community.  Please refrain from this practice and encourage oth-
ers to do the same.   
    Your Board of Township Commissioners, working in concert with 
the Township Authority, join in extending their appreciation to State 
Representative Gerald Mullery and State Senator John Yudichak who 
were instrumental in obtaining a state grant which will be utilized to 
demolish a substantial number of dilapidated structures through- 
out the Municipality. The demolition process has already commenced.   3 

It is anticipated that approximately 25 structures will be demolished under 
the auspices of this program.   
    In an effort to continue providing financial assistance to recreation pro-
grams for area youth, the NTCO has contributed to the Nanticoke Area 
Little League which encompasses Newport Township.  The NTCO has 
provided money to support the Red Devils, a girls’ major league softball 
team.  This Organization has supported this team in the past. 
    In response to prior requests, the NTCO has received monetary dona-
tions to help support the Newport Township Community News.  We are 
grateful to the following: Ray Domzalski, Joe Greytok, John and Dorothy 
Lerda, Tanya Trzeciak, Daniel Floryshak, Eugene Macur, Richard Barski, 
Kim Todd, Joyce and Richard Smetana, Bob and Pat Piavis, Marie Dolin-
ski, Judy Novak, Theresa Berti, Tom and Darlene Pantel, Allen and Janice 
Zerfoss, Steph Stogoski, Richard and Janice Piestrak, Peter Sopka, and 
Charlotte Sopka Santry.  These donations are deeply appreciated.   
   Please continue to assist us in helping to insure that Newport Township 
is First Class in more than just a municipal designation under the provision 
of the First Class Township Code.   
 

 

 Letter to the Editors 
 

    I live in Glen Lyon, Pennsylvania.  It is a small town, surrounded by a 
fringe of forest which hides a shale pit and culm banks.  But there are still 
pockets of beauty to be found.  I look out from my front porch and see the 
trees up on the hill, listen to birdsong in the morning, church bells in the 
afternoon.  Perhaps this little town is no longer affluent but I love it here.  
Most people that live here love it.  The pace of our lives is slower, neigh-
borly, kind. 
   This is only one of many little towns that exist because of the once ubiq-
uitous coal companies.  We are still cleaning up the mess that the coal 
companies left behind, but people are moving back to our little towns.  
They are looking for the American dream of home ownership where they 
can earn a decent living and raise their children in health and safety.  
There is a slow but steady move back to small town life.  Just look at the 
sale of homes in our area.  The price boom has even reached us but that 
does not deter the millennials who wish a better life, an affordable life, a 
sustainable life. 
   No longer is a community reliant upon a single employer.  They are a 
diversified bunch, many working from home on line.  New homes are be-
ing built, older homes refurbished, allowing for a stable, steady tax base.   
   But for some strange reason, this steady increase in population is not 
good enough for our legislators.  They harken back to the days of king 
coal.  An extractive, destructive fossil fuel organization.  They will allow a 
company called Nacero, from Houston, Texas, access to our reclaimed 
coal lands owned by Earth Conservancy, for a minimal fee, tax moratori-
um for 26 years to build a gasoline refinery close to our towns. 
   For some reason our legislators have the mistaken notion that we are 
throw away towns.  We no longer have value because we do not bring in 
millions of dollars into the coffers of municipalities.  They have the opin-
ion that because we are poor we are stupid and will not complain.  This is 
wrong.  We love our towns, we love our children, we do not want to live 
near a gasoline refinery with its safety and health hazards, its pipelines and 
tanker truck traffic.  It’s [sic] dirt and noise and obliteration of the night 
sky and our way of life. 
   Somehow we must inform our politicians that we do not want the blasted 
refinery.  Somehow we must make our voices heard.  Somehow we must 
save our way of life, for our children’s sake. 
                                                         Thank you,   
                                           [Signed] Charlotte Sopka Santry    
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New Congressional Map Following 2020 Census - Newport Township Split Between Two Districts 

 

Federal Congressional districts in Pennsylvania have been revised due to changes in population.  Pennsylvania loses one seat, from 18 down to 
17, because of strong population growth in Texas, Montana, North Carolina, and Oregon.  Pictured top is the map that was finalized in 2018 
after much political debate.  Below is the map approved by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in February 2022.  For the first time in recent 
memory, Newport Township has been split into two Congressional Districts, most likely because of zip code designations. Ward 1 (Glen Lyon 
and Lee) will remain in the 9th Congressional District, currently represented by Dan Meuser, R, of Dallas.  Ward 2 (Alden, Ridgeview,              
Sheatown and Wanamie) will join the City of Nanticoke in the 8th Congressional District, currently represented by Matt Cartwright, D, of 
Moosic.  Locally, Butler Township will also be split between two Districts.  In the 8th District, the population is 764,866 and in the 9th                  
District, 764,864.  Fred Keller who represents the previous (2018) 12th District will not seek office.  State Representative Gerald Mullery and 
State Senator John Yudichak whose respective districts include Newport Township have announced they will not seek reelection this year.   
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Structure Fires in the Township 

   

   There were three structure fires in Newport Township 
this winter. Pictured above left is the demolition of a home  
at 1010 West Main Avenue in Wanamie which caught fire 
on January 23.   Fire respondents had to deal with frozen 
fire hydrants and low water pressure.  The home was a 
total loss.  The homes on both sides also sustained heavy 
damage.   
   Above right is a home on Thomas Street in Sheatown 
whose fire originated in the kitchen on January 18.  It was 
determined that the house could be rehabilitated.   
   Pictured left is a home at 1 Coal Street in Glen Lyon 
which caught fire on December 31, 2021.  Three cats were 
rescued.  The Red Cross assisted the dislocated residents.   
   Fortunately no one was seriously injured.  Newport Fire 
Departments and Fire Police were assisted by local munic-
ipal fire departments and ambulances.   
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Structure Demolition Projects 

   
   The Township Commissioners have identified six long abandoned houses which have                        
become dangers to surrounding structures and have been cleared for demolition.  At left 
is a house at 239 West Main Street near the bottom of Seven Shaft Hill.  Below left in the 
second row are the remains of the structure at 260-261 Miner Avenue in Wanamie, 
whose demolition is almost complete.  Also almost completed is the property pictured 
below right in the second row at 38-40 Rock Street at the top of the hill in Glen Lyon.   
   Three additional properties in Glen Lyon are slated for demolition (pictured bottom   
left to right):  56-58 East Main Street, the home next to the former office of Dr. Frank            
Stegura; 168 Newport Street in the Hollywood section, tucked away off the street; and      
15 West Main Street, the first building on the south side of West Main.  15 West Main 
was formerly M & B’s, a luncheonette and later it was known as Ma Malarchik’s.  All 
structures have not been occupied for many years and are partially collapsed.   
   It takes a good deal of time and money to get rid of eyesores.  Ownership of such                     
properties must be established, cooperation among all agencies is necessary, and funding 
must be acquired.  Demolition, leveling, and planting of these six properties is scheduled 
to be completed this Spring.   
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Spring Cleaning 

                              Joseph Hillan                                                                            
                              Township Manager 

   Additional Structure Demolitions 
 

   At the March 9th Newport Township Commissioners’ meeting, three 
additional houses were identified and cleared for demolition.  Pictured left 
is 48-50 East Main Street, which once housed John Najaka’s Bar.  The 
Kempinski Family is also associated with the address.  Below left is 52-54 
East Main Street which was owned by the Krauser Family and below right 
is 68 East Main Street, all in Glen Lyon.   All houses have been unoccu-
pied for many years and have fallen into disrepair.     
   As previously stated, the Township received a State Department of 
Community and Economic Development Blight Remediation Grant of 
$289,970 with the help of State Representative Gerald Mullery.  Addition-
ally, an LSA (gaming) grant of $250,000 was awarded to the Township for 
the acquisition and demolition of blighted properties.   
    Three of the structures (see page 6) are next door to one another.  Once 
demolished, there will be a sizeable open space.  Perhaps some new homes 
can take up residence?    
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Lent began on March 2 this year, and ends with Easter on April 17.   
Pictured above is Rev. Louis Kaminski of Holy Spirit Parish distrib-
uting ashes to Bill Hourigan in St. Adalbert’s Church, Glen Lyon.   
Linda Hourigan stands at left.   

Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstaining from eating 
meat in the Catholic calendar.  The Newport Township Fire              
Departments and St. Faustina Parish in Nanticoke held a joint take 
out-only fish dinner fundraiser.  Pictured standing is Jason     
Poremba of the Newport Fire Departments.  Sitting middle is Ed 
Bezdziecki of St. Faustina’s, formerly of Glen Lyon.    

A Krispy Kreme Doughnut Sale sponsored by the 
Altar and Rosary Society was held on March 26 in  
St. Adalbert’s Church, Glen Lyon. 

St. Nicholas Church in Glen Lyon held a hoagie and vegetable soup sale on 
Thursday, March 24.  

Township Events 

 
The Newport Township Women’s  
Activity Group will hold their annual 
Spring Bingo on Sunday April 3 at St. 
Adalbert’s Church Hall in Glen Lyon.         
Doors open at noon.   
 
The annual Easter Egg Hunt open to 
all children in the Township will be 
held on Saturday April 9 in the                     
Wanamie Recreation Park.  This event 
is sponsored by the Newport Township 
Women’s Activity Group.   

A Shrimp Dinner will be held at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in 
Alden on Saturday April 2.                              
Reservations required.  Cost is 
$15.00 eat-in or $16.00 take-out.  
Seating from 4 pm to 8 pm.                              
Call 570-735-4049. 
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Dollar General Opens 
 

   The long-awaited brand new Dollar General in Newport Township opened its doors the week of February 21, 2022.  It is located at 375 West 
Kirmar Avenue in Wanamie near the Municipal Building.   Refrigerated items are in stock.  Pictured left are several staff members, l to r, bottom 
row: Breniah Burnett, sales associate; Jackie Rose, store manager candidate; and Danielle Dennis, sales associate.  Top row, Randy Ettienne, lead 
sales associate. According to a March 1, 2022 article in the Wilkes-Barre Times Leader, “To commemorate the opening of DG’s new [Newport                    
Township] location, Dollar General plans to donate 100 new books to a nearby elementary school to benefit students ranging from kindergarten                 
to fifth grade.  Through the partnership with the Kellogg Company, the donation will be part of a planned donation of more than 100,000 books 
across the country to celebrate new DG store openings.”  
    Applications for positions are available online.  The store is open daily from 8 am to 10 pm.  Welcome to Newport Township!   

Warehouse Construction Moves Forward 
 

   Construction is moving forward on the Northpoint warehouses being built on East Kirmar Avenue in Alden.  Groundbreaking was held on                    
October 24, 2021 with Township Manager Joe Hillan, Township Commissioners, State Senator John Yudichak, and representatives from the                   
Newport Township Authority,  the Newport Township Sewer Authority, Earth Conservancy, and Northpoint participating.  Two warehouses, 
named Tradeport 164, are scheduled for completion in June, 2022.  One warehouse, a 536,000 square foot structure, pictured above, will be in       
Hanover Township, and the other, a 1.2 million square foot structure, will be in Newport Township.  The former strip-mined land was owned and                        
reclaimed by Earth Conservancy.  Northpoint Development is based in Kansas City, Missouri.   



Taste of the Township 

The Egg 

By Heidi and 
Paul Jarecki ~ 
When the coal 
industry was 
booming locally, 
the Township 
was populated 
mostly by miners 
and their fami-
lies. Coal mining 
was hard work 
and didn’t pay 
well.  Families 
supplemented 

their incomes by growing vegetable gardens. Some of the more enter-
prising families raised farm animals, such as cows, pigs, ducks, 
geese, pigeons, turkeys and chickens.  Chickens provided not only 
meat but also eggs.  
   Eggs are laid by female animals of many different species, includ-
ing birds, reptiles, amphibians, a few mammals, and fish.  Bird and 
reptile eggs consist of a protective eggshell, albumen (egg white),  
and vitellus (egg yolk). The yolk has a small white spot on it called 
the egg cell or germinal disc. This is the part of the egg from which                
organisms develop, which becomes the embryo (an unborn or     
unhatched offspring in the process of development). The yolk pro-
vides food for the embryo while it is growing in the shell. The egg is 
surrounded by a thin, hard shell. The egg yolk is suspended in the egg 
white by one or two bands of tissue. "White" is the common name for 
the clear liquid contained within an egg.  The primary natural purpose 
of egg white is to protect the yolk and provide additional nutrition 
during the growth of the embryo. 
   Bird eggs have been valuable foodstuffs since prehistory. The     
chicken probably was domesticated for its eggs before 7500 BCE 
(Before the Common Era or before Christ). There is archaeological 
evidence for egg consumption dating back to the Neolithic Age (the 
period from the beginning of agriculture to the widespread use of 
bronze about 2300 BCE). 
   The yolk makes up about 34% of the liquid weight of the egg. It 
contains all of the fat in the egg and a little less than half of the pro-
tein. The yolk also contains more calcium, copper, iron, manganese, 
phosphorus, selenium and zinc than the white. The white is initially 
colorless and transparent.  It contains mostly proteins. Upon cooking 
it turns white and opaque. In chickens, it forms around both fertilized 
and unfertilized yolks. The primary natural purpose of egg white is   
to protect the yolk and provide additional nutrition during the growth 
of the embryo. 

Egg Facts 

1. In 2017, world production of chicken eggs was 80.1 million tons.
The largest producers were China with 31.3 million of this total, the
United States with 6.3 million, India at 4.8 million, Mexico at 2.8
million, Japan at 2.6 million, and Brazil and Russia with 2.5 million
each.
2. Egg yolk becomes a gel or solidifies at temperatures between 142
and 158°F.  Egg white gels at different temperatures: 140 to 163°F.
3. The dried egg industry developed in the nineteenth century.  In
1878, a company in St. Louis, Missouri started to transform egg yolk
and egg white into a light-brown, meal-like substance by using a
drying process.
4. The largest bird eggs, from ostriches, tend to be used only as
special luxury food. Gull eggs are considered a delicacy in England
as well as in some Scandinavian countries, particularly in Norway.
5. The larger end of the egg contains an air cell that forms when  the
contents of the egg cool down and contract after it is laid. Chicken
eggs are graded according to the size of this air cell, measured during
handling. A very fresh egg has a small air cell and receives a grade of
AA.  As the size of the air cell increases and the quality of the egg
decreases, the grade moves from AA to A to B. This provides a way
of testing the age of an egg: as the air cell increases, the egg becomes
less.  A very old egg will float in water and should not be eaten.

6. Eggshell color is caused by pigment deposition during egg
formation in the oviduct and may vary according to species and breed,
from the more common white or brown to pink or speckled blue-green.
Generally, chicken breeds with white ear lobes lay white eggs, whereas
chickens with red ear lobes lay brown eggs.
7. Chicken eggs are widely used in many types of dishes, including
noodles and many baked goods. Some of the most common preparation
methods include scrambled, fried, poached, hard-boiled, soft-boiled,
omelets, and pickled. They also may be eaten raw, although this is not
recommended for people who may be especially susceptible to salmo-
nellosis.
8. Contrary to what one might think, protein from raw eggs actually
isn't as well absorbed by the body as protein from cooked eggs.  So if
you're particularly looking to eat raw egg as a way of building muscle
(reference the movie Rocky), you're better off cooking it to make a more
tasty meal that you'll absorb more protein from.
9. Careful storage of edible eggs is extremely important, as an improp-
erly handled egg may contain elevated levels of Salmonella bacteria that
may cause severe food poisoning.  In the US, eggs are washed. This
cleans the shell, but erodes its cuticle. The USDA thus recommends
refrigerating eggs to prevent the growth of salmonella.
10. Salmonella is killed instantly at 160 °F, but also is killed from
130.1°F, if held at that temperature for sufficiently long time periods.
To avoid the issue of salmonella, eggs may be pasteurized in-shell at
135°F for an hour and 15 minutes.
11. The simplest method to preserve an egg is to treat it with salt. Salt
draws water out of bacteria and molds, which prevents their growth.
12. An egg just large enough to be classified as "large" in the U.S.
yields 50 grams (1.76 ounces) of egg without its shell.
13.The Easter egg tradition may have originated from the celebration of
the end of the privations of Lent in Western Christianity.  Historically,
eggs were originally forbidden during Lent.  In Eastern Christianity,
meat, eggs, and dairy are all prohibited during the Lenten fast.
14. Boiled eggs supply several vitamins and minerals as significant
amounts of the Daily Value (DV), including vitamin A (19 percent
DV), riboflavin (42 percent DV), pantothenic acid (28 percent DV),
vitamin B12 (46 percent DV), choline (60 percent DV), phosphorus (25
percent DV), zinc (11 percent DV) and vitamin D (15 percent DV).
Eggs contain an average of 10.3 grams (0.36 ounces) of total fat per
serving of eggs, making them a moderate source of dietary fat.
15. One of the most common food allergies in infants is eggs. Infants
usually grow out of this allergy during childhood.
16. Here is the answer to the age old question, which came first, the
chicken or the egg:  with amniotic eggs showing up roughly 340 million
or so years ago, and the first chickens evolving at around 58 thousand
years ago at the earliest, it’s a safe bet to say the egg came first.
17. The egg tracks its name back to a prehistoric Indo-European source
related to words for 'bird.’  The Old English term was “oeg”, which
survived in Middle English as “ey.”
18. Nearly 200 breeds and varieties of chickens have been established
worldwide. Most U.S. laying hens are Single-Comb White Leghorns.

Herb Shirred Eggs 

Recipe from the Alden House, Lititz, PA     
in the Pennsylvania Bed and Breakfast Cookbook 

1 teaspoon butter 
1 large or jumbo egg 
1 sprinkling (1/8 to 1/4 teaspoon) dried parsley flakes 
1 sprinkling (1/8 to 1/4 teaspoon) Montreal Chicken Seasoning 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F.  Put butter in an ovenproof custard cup.  
Place in the oven until the butter melts.  Break egg into the cup, being 
very careful not to break the egg yolk.  Sprinkle with Montreal Chicken 
seasoning and parsley flakes.  You may vary the amount of seasonings 
to taste.  Bake for approximately 10 minutes.  Egg is done when yolk is 
still slightly soft to the touch.  Serve immediately.  

Sources: Wikipedia; www.incredibleegg.org/about-us/us-egg-farming-
history;www.foodtimeline.org/foodeggs.html; sites.google.com/site/
csgthailand/product/fresh-hen-egg/egg-history; www.science.org.au 
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The Flora and Fauna of Newport Township 

Brook Trout 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~ Some of Newport Township lies in a 
valley with the Penobscot Mountain on the south and Retreat Moun-
tain on the north. The valley in the center of the Township runs east 
and west. In this valley, the communities of Glen Lyon, Wanamie, 
Newport Center, Alden, Sheatown and Lee were established.  
   Erosion of less resistant shale outcrops on Penobscot Mountain has 
produced a high valley which parallels the main valley. This high 
mountain acts as a collection basin for mountain spring runs and has 
formed several impoundments: Najaka’s Pond, Keilar Lake, the 
Wanamie Reservoir (see Newsletter Number 36, Winter 2014, p.20) 
and Fairchild’s Pond. At one time, most of these waters drained into 
Newport Creek, which occupied the main valley. Newport Creek then 
emptied into the Susquehanna River at Nanticoke. Due to intense 
mining, the creeks and runs have been altered and also have been 
polluted. At one time, they contained many organisms including                  
native brook trout. Today they are almost devoid of aquatic life. The 
lone exception is Trout Run (pictured in Newsletter Number 48, 
Spring 2017).   It is located south of Wanamie on Penobscot       
Mountain and it feeds the Wanamie Reservoir. It has largely escaped 
the destructive events of modern progress. It even supports a popula-
tion of native brook trout.  Steve Phillips, a lifelong resident of     
Wanamie and President of the NTCO, has fond memories of fishing 
for these trout as a boy. “The largest one we caught was 9 inches. 
Murph Sklaney caught it in a pool near the Wanamie Reservoir.” 
   The brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) is a species of freshwater 
fish in the char genus Salvelinus of the salmon family Salmonidae. 
“Char” is a freshwater or marine fish like the trout, of northern coun-
tries.  The genus name “Salvelinus” is derived from an old name for 
char. The species name “fontinalis” means “of springs.”  Brook trout 
are a type of char belonging to the salmon family, Salmonidae.  It is 
native to Northeastern United States and Canada.     
   There are three ecological forms of brook trout: (1) a large lake 
form in the larger lakes in the northern reaches of its range, (2) a     
sea-run form that migrates into saltwater for short periods to feed 
along the Atlantic coastline and (3) a smaller form that evolved in 
small lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams. This  form rarely attains sizes 
larger than 12 inches or lives for more than three years. All three 
forms have the same general appearance. The brook trout has a dark 
green to brown color, with a distinctive marbled pattern of lighter 
shades across the flanks and back and extending at least to the dorsal 
fin. A distinctive sprinkling of red dots, surrounded by blue halos, 
occurs along the flanks. The belly and lower fins are reddish in color, 
the latter with white leading edges. 
    The brook trout, especially those that inhabit large and small lakes, 
rivers, streams, creeks, and spring ponds, prefer clear waters of high 
purity and a narrow pH range.  They are sensitive to poor oxygena-
tion, pollution, and changes in pH caused by environmental effects 
such as acid rain. The typical pH range of brook trout waters is 5.0 to 
7.5. Water temperatures typically range from 34 to 72°F.  Warm     
summer temperatures and low flow rates are stressful on brook trout 
populations. Brook trout populations depend on cold, clear, well-
oxygenated water of high purity. As early as the late 19th century, 
native brook trout in North America became extirpated from many 
watercourses as land development, forest clear-cutting, and other 
industrialization increased.  Streams and creeks that were polluted, 
dammed, or silted up often became too warm to hold native brook 
trout. Their place was often taken by other introduced salmonids 
such as brown and rainbow trout. The brown trout, a species not 

native to North America, has replaced the brook trout in much of the 
brook trout's native waters.   
    Brook trout have a diverse diet that includes larval, pupal, and adult 
forms of aquatic insects, and adult forms of terrestrial insects that fall 
into the water, crustaceans, frogs and other amphibians, mollusks,     
smaller fish and invertebrates. 

Brook Trout Facts 

1. The brook trout is Pennsylvania’s official state fish. It is the only
stream trout that is native to Pennsylvania. The brook trout is the
state fish of eight other American states: Michigan, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Vermont, Virginia,
and West Virginia.  It is the Provincial Fish of Nova Scotia in
Canada.

2. Brook trout are a hearty, cold-water species that can inhabit a wide
variety of environments.  They can be found in small streams,
rivers, beaver ponds, and large lakes. Brook trout are also found
throughout Pennsylvania as hatchery-raised, stocked fish.

3. The habitat of wild brook trout has been greatly reduced in Pennsyl-
vania with land-use changes, especially mining which causes
stream habitat degradation. In addition to chemical pollution and
algae growth caused by runoff containing chemicals and fertilizers,
air pollution has also been a significant factor in the disappearance
of brook trout from their native habitats.  In the United States, acid
rain caused by air pollution has resulted in pH levels too low to
sustain brook trout in all but the highest headwaters of some
Appalachian streams and creeks. Naturally self-sustaining popula-
tions can still be found in limestone spring-fed streams and cold
mountain creeks. Brook trout can tolerate relatively acidic waters,
but not temperatures much over 65 degrees.

4. In headwater, infertile streams, a few brook trout may reach “legal”
keeping size for anglers. Large brook trout caught by anglers in
Pennsylvania are mostly hatchery-stocked fish.

5. Brook trout are the only trout native to much of the eastern United
States. They have inhabited the East’s cold water streams and lakes
ever since the retreat of the continental glaciers across New York
and New England, and they have thrived in the ancient valleys of
the Appalachians for the last several million years.

6. Brook trout survive in only the coldest and cleanest water.  Brook
trout serve as indicators of the health of the watersheds they inhabit.
Strong wild brook trout populations demonstrate that a stream or
river ecosystem is healthy and that water quality is excellent.  A
decline in brook trout populations can serve as an early warning
that the health of an entire system is at risk.

7. Although brook trout populations are under stress in their native
range, they are considered an invasive species where they have
been introduced outside their historic native range. In the northern
Rocky Mountains, non-native brook trout are considered a signifi-
cant contributor to the decline of native cutthroat trout.

8. The largest brook trout ever caught was caught in July 1916 on
Ontario’s Nipigon River. It was 31.5 inches long and weighed 14.5
pounds. Typical lengths of the brook trout vary from 9.8 to 25.6
inches and weights from 0.66 to 6.61 pounds.  Brook trout can
reach at least seven years of age.

9. When a male brook trout breeds with a female brown trout, their
offspring is called “tiger trout." Such crosses are almost always
reproductively sterile. They are popular with many fish-stocking
programs because they can grow quickly, and may help keep coarse
fish populations in check due to their highly piscivorous (fish-
eating) nature.

 Sources: Wikipedia,  https://www.patroutintheclassroom.org/brook-
trout.html, https://easternbrooktrout.org/groups/whitewater-to-
bluewater/species-spotlight/brook-trout-salvelinus-fontinalis,  
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National Night Out 

Sponsored by the Newport Township 
Crime Watch 

August 2, 2022 

St. Faustina’s Grove, Sheatown 



Obituaries   
 

By Tom Kashatus ~ These obituaries are in reference to individuals 
who have ties to Newport Township and/or Newport Township High 
School.  The obituaries are published in abbreviated form due to              
limited space; thusly, a more complete obituary can be found on our 
website, www.newporttownship.com.  There is also a link leading to 
the original newspaper obituary or that of the funeral home.  Your 
comments are always welcome, and if someone is missed, please                
notify this writer at tomkashatus@gmail.com or call 570-736-6981. 
 
 

TIRPAK, Reverend Adrian (Donald), 88, of the Third Order Regular 
Franciscans of the Province of the Immaculate Conception, USA died 
March 3, 2022 . He was born on September 29, 1933 in Glen Lyon and  
graduated from Newport Township High School in 1951.  Father                 
Adrian was ordained to the priesthood on 4 June 1960 at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, 
DC. Father Adrian served in various roles. In the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown he was an Instructor and Local Minister and, in later years, 
ministered as Pastor and Parochial Vicar at St. Anthony’s, Johnstown, 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Northern Cambia (Barnesboro), 
and the Church of Saint Anthony of Padua, Windber. It was from               
St. Anthony’s in Windber that he retired from active ministry. He also 
served in the Diocese of St. Cloud, MN as Chaplain at St. Gabriel’s 
Hospital, Little Falls and an Instructor at Cathedral High School, St. 
Cloud, and in the Archdiocese of Washington, DC as Director of                  
Post-Novitiate Formation for the Franciscans. He was buried in the 
Community Cemetery at Saint Bernardine Monastery, Hollidaysburg.  
His parents were the late Andrew and Catherine Selecky Tirpak.  He 
was pre-deceased by his brother Andrew and his sister Connie Tirpak 
Szmidt. 
 

TULLAI, Martin D. “Mitch,” 93, of Lutherville, MD, passed away 
October 25, 2021.  He was born in Glen Lyon on July 27, 1928.  Mitch 
was raised in Glen Lyon, and he was a graduate of Newport Township 
High School with the Class of 1946.  He was a US Army veteran      
serving with the 11th Airborne Division during World War II in the 
Pacific Theater in Japan. 
 

TULLAI, Jean B. (nee Beletsky) of Lutherville, MD, formerly of 
Newport Township, passed away on November 22, 2017.  Jean was 
born in Alden on February 19, 1930.  She was raised in Alden and 
graduated from Newport Township High School with the Class of 
1946.   
 

SULT, Shelia Ann, (nee Miraglia), 55, of Swoyersville, formerly of 
Newport Township, passed away  December 2, 2021. Shelia was born 
in Nanticoke and raised in Glen Lyon.   
 

SPEARS, Veronica K. (nee Kuhar), 99, of  Wilkes Barre, formerly of 
Newport Township, passed away December 10, 2021. Veronica was 
born in Glen Lyon.   
 

BYTHEWAY, Carol Davis, formerly of Sheatown, passed away                 
November 27, 2021.     
 

REPOTSKI, Barry S., 73, of Mocanaqua, passed away December 12, 
2021.  Barry was born on December 31, 1947. Barry was raised in 
Mocanaqua and graduated from Newport Township High School with 
the Class of 1965.    
 

EMEL, Max Louis, 75, of Hunlock Creek, formerly of Newport 
Township and Glen Lyon, passed away December 12, 2021.   
 

KOWALSKI, Henry Anthony, 82, of Glen Lyon, passed away                          
December 20, 2021.  Henry was born July 24, 1939.  He attended 
school in Mocanaqua, Shickshinny, and Newport Township High 
School.  He served in the Navy Reserve and was a US Army veteran. 
 

SHIPTOSKI, Joseph R., 91, of Sheatown, passed away December 24, 
2021.  He was raised in Glen Lyon and was a graduate of Newport 
Township High School with the Class of 1948.  He continued his                        
education at Penn State University in engineering.   
 

BALAS, Lillian T. (nee Kwiatkowski), 90, of Sheatown, passed away 
December 22, 2021.  Lillian was born on April 29, 1931.  
 

MAKAREWICZ, Simon S. “Mack,” 78, of Chesapeake, VA, former-
ly of Newport Township, passed away, June 13, 2021.  Simon was 
born on February 21, 1943.  He was raised in Glen Lyon and 

was a graduate of Newport Township High School with the Class of 1962.   
He was a US Navy veteran serving as a Master Chef and retiring as Petty 
Officer First Class after a 20-year career.   
 

GREGOROWICZ, Thomas A. Sr., 68, of Mountain Top, formerly of 
Newport Township, passed away December 29, 2021.  Thomas was born 
on June 21, 1953. He was raised in Glen Lyon and attended Newport 
Township schools.   
 

SEDORCHUK, Henry A. Jr., of Wanamie passed away December 30, 
2021. He was raised in Wanamie and attended Newport Township schools.   
 

SVETZ, Sylvia M. (nee Schimmel), 81, of Miner Avenue, Wanamie, for-
merly of Nanticoke, passed away December 29, 2021.  Sylvia was born on 
September 14, 1940. 
 

GLOSENGER, Tanya (nee Danchak), 80, of Cinnaminson, NJ, formerly 
of Newport Township, passed away Tuesday, July 6, 2021.  Tanya was 
born in Nanticoke on April 9, 1941 and was raised in Alden.  She graduat-
ed from Newport Township High School with the Class of 1959.  She also 
graduated from Bloomsburg State College, teaching school for 44 years.   
 

STAVETSKI, David J. Sr., 63, of Wilkes-Barre, formerly of Newport 
Township, passed away December 31, 2021.  He was born and raised in 
Glen Lyon and Wilkes Barre and was a graduate of Meyers High School. 
 

STRAUB, Betty L. (nee Gavrish), 91, of Glen Lyon, passed away January 
5, 2022.  Betty was born in Glen Lyon on December 4, 1930.  She was 
raised in Glen Lyon and graduated from Newport Township High School 
with the Class of 1948.  She furthered her education at Wilkes-Barre                     
Business College. 
 

KLOPOTOSKI, Gerard J., “Gerry,” 71, of Pollock’s Apartments, Glen 
Lyon, passed away on October 27, 2021.  Gerry was born on April 30, 
1950.  He was a ten-year US Navy veteran serving aboard the USS Terrell 
County (LST-1157); USS Vernon County (LST-1161) in Viet Nam; with 
Coastal River Division XI at Mare Island, CA; and aboard the submarine 
tender USS Proteus (AS-19) at the US Naval Station, Guam.   
 

MITARNOWSKI, Richard, 76, of Portland OR, and formerly of Forty 
Fort and Newport Township, passed away January 5, 2022. He was raised 
in Glen Lyon, graduated from Newport Township High School with the 
Class of 1963 and Wilkes University with the Class of 1970.   
 

WEINLE, Patricia Ann (nee Laskoski), 78, of Pocono Summit, formerly 
of Newport Township, died January 7, 2022.  Patricia was raised in Glen 
Lyon and she was a graduate of Newport Township High School.   
 

JENCELESKI, Stanley C., 91, of Alden, passed away January 10, 2022.  
Stanley was born July 12, 1930 in Newport Center.  He attended Newport 
Township schools. 
 

GUZENSKI, Robert, 90, of Ross Township, formerly of Newport Town-
ship, passed away September 11, 2021.  Robert was born in Alden.  He 
was raised in Alden and graduated from Newport Township High School 
with the Class of 1949.  After graduation, he entered the US Navy and 
served as an engineer. 
 

PIRRHUS, Therese (nee Monmontplaiser) (Pirr-louis), 74, of Glen Lyon, 
passed away December 27, 2021.  She was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.   
 

EVAN, Steven D. Sr., 67, of Shickshinny, passed away November 4, 2021.  
Steven was born in Nanticoke Hospital on August 19, 1953.  He was raised 
in Mocanaqua, attended Conyngham Township and Newport Township 
schools, and graduated from John S. Fine High School.   
 

ROCKEL, Shirley M., (nee Rule), 92, of Pond Hill, passed away on                
December 26, 2021.  Shirley was born in Nanticoke on July 28, 1929.  She 
attended Newport Township High School.   
 

SWANBERRY, Rose M. (nee Rasmus), 70, of Sheatown, passed away 
January 17, 2022.  Rose was born on February 7, 1951.   
 

FIRMANTY, Leonard S., 91, of Newport Township, passed away January 
26, 2022.  Leonard was born on May 2, 1930.  Leonard was raised in Glen 
Lyon and attended Newport Township schools.  He was a US Army                     
veteran stationed in Germany during his service.  
 

KOWALCHIN, Wayne A. Sr., of Nanticoke, formerly of Newport Town-
ship, passed away January 27, 2022.  He was raised in Newport Center,  
attended Newport Township schools and graduated from John S. Fine High 
School.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANLON, Matthew P. Jr., 52, of St. Petersburg, FL, formerly of Newport 
Township, passed away on January 14, 2022.  Matthew was born in Meri-
den, CN, on August 16, 1969. He was raised in Wanamie and was a gradu-
ate of John S. Fine High School of the GNA School District and Wilkes 
University.  
 

PERRONE, Anthony P. “Sonny,” 80, of Pittston, formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away on February 4, 2022. He was a graduate of King’s College 
and thereafter dedicated his professional career to the Greater Nanticoke 
Area School District as a Spanish teacher, school psychologist, home and 
school visitor, counselor, and retiring as its Superintendent  
 

ZAPORA, Alicia (nee Richards), 84, of Somerset, KY, formerly of New 
Jersey and Newport Township, passed away on February 10, 2022.  Alicia 
was born on September 10, 1937, raised in Sheatown. She was a graduate 
of Newport Township High School class of “56 
 

DAVIS, Linda J. (nee Jones, Linda Ann), 75, of Newport Center, Shea-
town, passed away February 14, 2022. She was a graduate of Kingston 
High School class of “64” and Wilkes Barre Business College.   
 

 RUSNAK, Donald Fred Sr., 81, of Pittston, formerly of Newport Town-
ship, passed away February 13, 2022.  Donald was born in Nanticoke on 
February 7, 1941. He was raised in Alden, attended Newport Township 
schools, graduated from Newport Township High School Class of “59” and 
Penn State University with an associate degree in Civil Engineering.  He 
served in the US Army. 
 

RENTKO, Michael A. “Mike,” 90, of Easton, MD and Chester, MD; for-
merly of Newport Township; passed away on January 24, 2022.  Michael 
was born in 1931. He was raised in Sheatown and graduated from Newport 
Township High School class of “47,” and Western Maryland College.  
“Mike” was a US Army veteran and a 2010 inductee to the Saint Paul’s 
School for Boys Sports Hall of Fame.    He had been employed as an edu-
cator for 41 years when he retired from Saint Paul’s School for Boys of 
Brooklandville, MD. 
 

DIEHL, Dawn M., 58, of Glen Lyon, formerly of Jersey City, NJ, died 
February 17, 2022.   
 

YAZEMBOSKI, Robert J. “Pedro,” 75, of Mocanaqua, died February 21, 
2022.  Walter was born in Mocanaqua on April 19, 1946.  He was raised in 
Mocanaqua and graduated from Newport Township High School class of 
“64.”  “Pedro” was a US Army veteran serving during the Viet Nam War 
and was a member of the Mocanaqua VFW, Benton VFW, and Shickshin-
ny American Legion Post 495 serving as an honor guard.  .   
 

CHEST, Francis J. “Frank,” 83, of Glen Lyon, passed away on February 
24, 2022.  “Frank” was born in Glen Lyon on April 2, 1938 He was raised 
in Glen Lyon and was a graduate of Newport Township High School class 
of “56.”  He served honorably in the US Air Force and was a member of 
the Swoyersville American Legion Post 644 
 

GEIGER, Jessica “Gauge” Robin, 24, of Glen Lyon, passed away March 
1, 2022.  She was born in Rochester, NY, on June 12, 1997. 
 

HOOPENGARDNER, Lorilee, 50, of Glen Lyon, passed away , March 4, 
2022.  She was born in Elizabeth, NJ, on March 15, 1971 
 

CRISLER, Paul Franklin, 90, of Pine Street, Alden, passed away March 2, 
2022.  Paul was born on March 14, 1931, in Detroit MI  He was a graduate 
of Nanticoke High School but became a lifetime resident of Alden, New-
port Township.  Paul joined the Marine Corps on June 15, 1950, was an 
optics specialist, and attained the rank of Staff Sergeant.  Paul earned a BS 
in education from Bloomsburg University and a Masters Degree in Educa-
tion from PSU.  He became Deputy Superintendant at SCI-Dallas, and re-
tired in 1993 as Director of Treatment at SCI-Retreat 
 

 KRAFCHIK, Richard Stanley “Dick,” 81, of La Plata, MD passed away 
on June 15, 2020.  “Dick” was born on October 31, 1938.  He was raised in 
Wanamie and graduated from Newport Township High School class of 
“56,” Lehigh University with a BS in Math, and the University of Mary-
land with a Masters in Math Education 
 

BODEK, Constance Marie (nee Delestowicz), 83, a resident of Beverly, 
MA for 60 years, and formerly of Newport Township, died February 10, 
2022.  “Connie” was born in Alden Station, on July 23, 1938,  She was 
raised in Alden and graduated from Newport Township High School class 
of “56.”  She studied nursing at Temple University. 
  

BECKER, Michael P., 64, of Wanamie, passed away March 6, 2022.  Mi-
chael was born in Nanticoke, on March 18, 1957. He was raised in Alden 
and graduated from John S. Fine High School of the NA School District 
class of “75,” and he earned a BS Degree in Biology from King’s College 
in 1979..   
 
LEVANNDOWSKI, William H., a.k.a. “Billdog” or “Sponge” of Nan-
ticoke, formerly of Newport Township, passed away March 5, 2022. Bill 
was born and raised in Nanticoke He had been a resident of Glen Lyon and 
later returned to Nanticoke.  William was a US Army veteran. 
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HANLON, Matthew P. Jr., 52, of St. Petersburg, FL, formerly of Newport 
Township, passed away on January 14, 2022.  Matthew was born in                     
Meriden, CN, on August 16, 1969.  He was raised in Wanamie and was a 
graduate of John S. Fine High School and Wilkes University.  

PERRONE, Anthony P. “Sonny,” 80, of Pittston, formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away on February 4, 2022. He was a graduate of King’s College 
and thereafter dedicated his professional career to the Greater Nanticoke 
Area School District as a Spanish teacher, school psychologist, home and 
school visitor, counselor, and retiring as its Superintendent.  

ZAPORA, Alicia (nee Richards), 84, of Somerset, KY, formerly of New 
Jersey and Newport Township, passed away on February 10, 2022.  Alicia 
was born on September 10, 1937 and raised in Sheatown. She was a       
graduate of Newport Township High School with the Class of 1956.   

DAVIS, Linda J. (nee Jones, Linda Ann), 75, of Newport Center, passed 
away February 14, 2022.  She was a graduate of Kingston High School 
with the Class of 1964 and Wilkes-Barre Business College.   

 RUSNAK, Donald Fred Sr., 81, of Pittston, formerly of Newport Town-
ship, passed away February 13, 2022.  Donald was born in Nanticoke on 
February 7, 1941. He was raised in Alden, attended Newport Township 
schools, graduated from Newport Township High School with the Class of 
1959, and Penn State University with an associate degree in Civil                   
Engineering.  He served in the US Army. 

RENTKO, Michael A. “Mike,” 90, of Easton, MD and Chester, MD; for-
merly of Newport Township; passed away on January 24, 2022.  Michael 
was born in 1931.  He was raised in Sheatown and graduated from      
Newport Township High School with the Class of 1947 and Western      
Maryland College.  Mike was a US Army veteran and a 2010 inductee to 
the Saint Paul’s School for Boys Sports Hall of Fame.  He had been             
employed as an educator for 41 years when he retired from Saint Paul’s 
School for Boys in Brooklandville, MD. 

DIEHL, Dawn M., 58, of Glen Lyon, formerly of Jersey City, NJ, died 
February 17, 2022.   

YAZEMBOSKI, Robert J. “Pedro,” 75, of Mocanaqua, died February 21, 
2022.  Pedro was born in Mocanaqua on April 19, 1946.  He was raised in 
Mocanaqua and graduated from Newport Township High School with the 
Class of 1964.  Pedro was a US Army veteran serving during the Viet Nam 
War and was a member of the Mocanaqua VFW, Benton VFW, and  
Shickshinny American Legion Post 495 serving as an honor guard.   

CHEST, Francis J. “Frank,” 83, of Glen Lyon, passed away on February 

24, 2022. “Frank” was born in Glen Lyon on April 2, 1938 He was raised in 
Glen Lyon and was a graduate of Newport Township High School class of 
“56.”  He served honorably in the US Air Force and was a member of the 
Swoyersville American Legion Post 644 

GEIGER, Jessica “Gauge” Robin, 24, of Glen Lyon, passed away March 1, 
2022. She was born in Rochester, NY, on June 12, 1997.

HOOPENGARDNER, Lorilee, 50, of Glen Lyon, passed away , March 4, 
2022. She was born in Elizabeth, NJ, on March 15, 1971 

CRISLER, Paul Franklin, 90, of Pine Street, Alden, passed away March 2, 
2022. Paul was born on March 14, 1931, in Detroit MI He was a graduate 
of Nanticoke High School but became a lifetime resident of Alden, Newport 
Township. Paul joined the Marine Corps on June 15, 1950, was an optics 
specialist, and attained the rank of Staff Sergeant. Paul earned a BS in edu-
cation from Bloomsburg University and a Masters Degree in Education from 
PSU.  He became Deputy Superintendant at SCI-Dallas, and retired in 1993
as Director of Treatment at SCI-Retreat 

KRAFCHIK, Richard Stanley “Dick,” 81, of La Plata, MD passed away on 
June 15, 2020. “Dick” was born on October 31, 1938. He was raised in 
Wanamie and graduated from Newport Township High School class of “56,” 
Lehigh University with a BS in Math, and the University of Maryland with a 
Masters in Math Education 

BODEK, Constance Marie (nee Delestowicz), 83, a resident of Beverly, MA 
for 60 years, and formerly of Newport Township, died February 10, 2022.
“Connie” was born in Alden Station, on July 23, 1938, She was raised in 
Alden and graduated from Newport Township High School class of “56.”  
She studied nursing at Temple University.

BECKER, Michael P., 64, of Wanamie, passed away March 6, 2022. Mi-
chael was born in Nanticoke, on March 18, 1957. He was raised in Alden 
and graduated from John S. Fine High School of the NA School District 
class of “75,” and he earned a BS Degree in Biology from King’s College in 
1979..

LEVANNDOWSKI, William H., a.k.a. “Billdog” or “Sponge” of Nanticoke,
formerly of Newport Township, passed away March 5, 2022. Bill was born 
and raised in Nanticoke He had been a resident of Glen Lyon and later re-
turned to Nanticoke. William was a US Army veteran.

CHEST, Francis J. “Frank,” 83, of Glen Lyon, passed away on     
February 24, 2022.  Frank was born in Glen Lyon on April 2, 1938.  
He was raised in Glen Lyon and was a graduate of Newport Township 
High School with the Class of 1956.  He served honorably in the US 
Air Force and was a member of the Swoyersville American Legion 
Post 644. 

GEIGER, Jessica “Gauge” Robin, 24, of Glen Lyon, passed away 
March 1, 2022.  She was born in Rochester, NY, on June 12, 1997. 

HOOPENGARDNER, Lorilee, 50, of Glen Lyon, passed away  
March 4, 2022.  She was born in Elizabeth, NJ on March 15, 1971. 

CRISLER, Paul Franklin, 90, of Pine Street, Alden, passed away 
March 2, 2022.  Paul was born on March 14, 1931in Detroit MI.  He 
was a graduate of Nanticoke High School but became a lifetime resi-
dent of Alden.  Paul joined the Marine Corps on June 15, 1950, was an 
optics specialist, and attained the rank of Staff Sergeant.  Paul earned a 
BS in education from Bloomsburg University and a Masters Degree in 
Education from PSU.  He became Deputy Superintendent at SCI-
Dallas, and retired in 1993 as Director of Treatment at SCI-Retreat. 

 KRAFCHIK, Richard Stanley “Dick,” 81, of La Plata, MD passed 
away on June 15, 2020.  Dick was born on October 31, 1938.  He was 
raised in Wanamie and graduated from Newport Township High 
School with the Class of 1956, Lehigh University with a BS in Math, 
and the University of Maryland with a Masters in Math Education. 

BODEK, Constance Marie (nee Delestowicz), 83, a resident of     
Beverly, MA for 60 years, and formerly of Newport Township, died 
February 10, 2022.  Connie was born in Alden Station on July 23, 
1938.  She was raised in Alden and graduated from Newport Township 
High School with the Class of 1956.  She studied nursing at Temple 
University. 

BECKER, Michael P., 64, of Wanamie, passed away March 6, 2022.  
Michael was born in Nanticoke on March 18, 1957.  He was raised in 
Alden and graduated from John S. Fine High School with the Class of 
1975.  He earned a BS Degree in Biology from King’s College in 
1979. 

LEVANNDOWSKI, William H., a.k.a. “Billdog” or “Sponge” of 
Nanticoke, formerly of Newport Township, passed away March 5, 
2022.  Bill was born and raised in Nanticoke.  He had been a resident 
of Glen Lyon and later returned to Nanticoke.  Bill was a US Army 
veteran. 



Grandma, Tell Me About ……… 
 

By John and Sally Kashatus ~ You can replace that first word with so 
many others, including: Grandpa, Uncle Joe, Aunt Helen, Mom or 
Dad.  (Fill in the blank) may be filled with the name of a person, a 
national event, a local event, a trip to a special place or a foreign land, 
or experiencing life changes such as joining the military service, 
starting college, marriage, or relocating to start a new career. Areas of 
interest that would provide the questioner with future decision-
making help may include why and how the story teller joined the 
military service or started college and the adjustments that one may 
be expected to make, prior to completing high school. You might 
weigh the pro’s and con’s of commuting or staying on campus, if you 
are considering going to college. A family member or a highly re-
spected friend who had experienced that life transition could be very 
helpful in aiding that decision. During your childhood years, you may 
have heard adults mention the name or names of family members, 
who have never been around, but obviously elicited some notoriety. 
Asking about them could be somewhat entertaining or possibly em-
barrassing, yet it might create a personal bond with the story teller. 
    A specific topic of interest may include places that no longer             
exists, such as local amusement parks in northeastern Pennsylvania, 
namely Rocky Glen, Sans Souci, Hanson’s and Angela Park. We may 
be familiar with the names of people on the national landscape, but a 
few Hollywood stars have been known to visit, vacation, or have 
“roots” in our area. Burt Lancaster, Nick Adams, and Edie Adams are 
a few names that come to mind. Cowboy star Roy Rogers made a trip 
to the Family Theater in Glen Lyon to entertain the kids in his Fan 
Club. In the process, he stopped in Stapinski’s Drug Store to purchase 
a pack of “Nabs” (Nabisco cheese crackers). Some local citizens may 
have seen Jack Palance while dining at the Alberdeen Inn in                    
Mountain Top.   
    Some legendary individuals have provided Newport Township 
with local folklore. Without placing undo pressure on living family 
members, I will mention a few people who have community-shared                   
legacies only by their first names. There was Olga who was embark-
ing on a Broadway career, became ill, and had a book and movie 
made of her life. Another guy, Timmy, ventured out to California to 
act in Western movies and we never saw him afterwards.   If you 
needed special baked foods for a momentous occasion, you would be 
contacting Blanche. Many youngsters involved in church activities, 
Sodalities, Cub Scouts, American Legion youth essay programs and 
others were directed to and counseled by Helen S. (or Mrs. S.).               
During the early days of the “La Pietz” phenomenon. you just had to 
compare a pizza to the “gold standard” – Matilda’s. When someone 
mentioned the name Lefty, you immediately thought of the outstand-
ing pitcher who worked in the coal mines and didn’t want to leave his 
family to seek a career in major league baseball. When a family was 
searching for a wedding or funeral soloist, Stella was always at the 
top of the list.  When anyone was looking for “fine dining” in New-
port Township, he or she would be given directions to Galli’s Centre 
Inn.  A young lad, who was an “itch” during his early days, but be-
came a “helpful Henry” to those in need; in fact, Motsek was a Scout-
master, policeman and served the Township as Sergeant of  Police  
for many years. Lastly, there was a story with some levity about        
Dada, which included an ice pick, a wooden leg and a young ambi-
tious sales representative.  Being a family member, I heard about the 
“Sweetheart” rookie salesman and the “Madman in Chinatown” 
many, many times. I am certain that the NTCO Newsletter readers 
know of many others who have a special legacy in their families and 
our local community. 
   Everyone recalls their life during the span from the years that they 
first remember until the time when their memory has lost “traction.”   
Libraries, school-related field trips, family vacations and electronic 
media may provide learning about national and global history related 
to various eras throughout the Earth’s existence. But, it seems that 
most of our life has passed when we realize that there was so much to 
be learned about our roots. What factors made us who we are and 
why we are in this position in life, is a question we may ask ourselves 
in our twilight years. It is interesting to know that there are so many 
people who continue to research their family history through                    
Ancesrty.com and other web sites. 
 
 

   
   While there is nothing wrong with the previously mentioned research, 
you may have someone in your family who can provide you with first-
hand accounts of some memorable experience: a visit to a foreign  
country, an audience with the Pope, or meeting the President of the   
United States.  Sharing stories about living in another culture as an                          
exchange student or as a volunteer in the Peace Corps would provide a 
great learning and bonding experience. Those moments of story telling 
and listening or just plain “tattle-tale” will stay in your memory bank 
until that “lost traction” time in your life. The older, wiser family             
relative, whose productive years are in the rear view mirror will more 
than likely realize that they still have value in the present. It is a win-
win situation with both parties sharing in something really special and  
memorable. 
 

   (Editors’ note:  John and Sally Kashatus remind us that stories and 
recollections of past experiences are woven into the history of Newport 
Township.  As mentioned, there were people with unique talents who 
made our lives a whole lot more interesting and fun.     
    May we  suggest a theme: “I remember when….” or “Grandma (or 
Grandpa, Uncle Joe, Aunt Mary), tell me about …”  
   We will be happy to share your memories in the Newport Township   
Community News with our readers.  Please send articles to the editors, 
Heidi and Paul Jarecki, 28 West Main Street, Glen Lyon, PA 18617.                    
E-mail: hselecky@pa.metrocast.net.  Thank you!) 

——————————————————————————— 
 

Support for Ukraine 
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   For the past several weeks, 
the people of Ukraine have 
endured unbelievable destruc-
tion and suffering at the hands 
of the Russian Army as              
directed by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.  Citizens of 
Newport Township, Luzerne 
County, the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, the United 
States, and most nations of the 
free world stand united and 
condemn this senseless             
violence.   
   We are reminded of a                
gentler time when Ron               
Ternosky, pictured left, a  
former resident of Glen Lyon, 
visited Ukraine in search of 
his family roots.  Please read 
Ron’s article in the Newport 
Township Community News, 
Summer 2013, #34, p.6-7.   
   May freedom and peace 
return to Ukraine once again. 



A Letter from the Editor: The Nacero Gas Plant 
 

By Paul Jarecki ~ Since the announcement that a gas plant might be 
constructed in Newport Township by Nacero, there has been a                     
considerable amount of controversy. There are people who want it 
and people who don’t. People on both sides have expressed their 
opinions based essentially on emotions rather than facts.  Before you 
decide which side you are on, consider the following:   
   Natural gas plant operations are somewhat different from normal 
gasoline production in a refinery. A refinery uses crude oil as a raw 
material and the processes mainly consist of physical separation. The 
gas plant uses chemical processes to convert natural gas to gasoline. 
First of all, the raw materials used to produce gasoline, crude oil and 
natural gas, are very different. The products produced by the gas 
plant are mainly gasoline and some other fuels but the refinery                       
produces many more products ranging from gasses (methane) to                    
liquids (drugs, solvents, fuel)  to even solids (paving materials). 
   Crude oil and natural gas are substances composed of organic                   
compounds, made up of carbon.  The carbon atoms are arranged in 
chains while the hydrogen atoms are attached to the carbons        
(CH3-CH2-CH2-CH3). The longer the chain, the heavier the sub-
stance.  The lightest is a gas, then a liquid, and finally, the heaviest is 
a solid.  Crude oil is a very complex mixture of many organic com-
pounds, from 6 carbons to 60 carbons. It includes compounds such as 
alkanes [paraffins], cycloalkanes [naphthenes], and aromatics, less 
branched isoparaffins and a variety of complex molecular                 
substances some of which cannot be readily identified. See Table 3.4. 

Natural gas is not as complex. It consists primarily of methane (one 
carbon) and some ethane (two carbons), both of which are gaseous 
under atmospheric conditions.   Gasoline is a product consisting of 
all classes of hydrocarbons in the four-carbon to the six-carbon range. 
   The operations of a refinery are to separate and break crude oil  
molecules of 6 to 60 carbons to gasoline molecules of 4 to 6 carbons. 
The two main refining processes are: (1) separation by distillation or 
absorption, and (2) cracking by breaking large chains of molecules 
into smaller ones. The separation process is much like a simple still, 
in a distilling column: liquid is heated to a vapor and lifted upward to 
be distilled again into separate substances.  Distilling exploits the 
characteristic of the chemicals in crude oil to boil at different temper-
atures. The top of the column is cooler than the bottom, so as liquids 
vaporize, light products rise to the top of the column, while heavier 
compounds like gasoline, naphtha, kerosene, diesel, and heavy gas oil 
gather on the trays, leaving a residue at the base of the column  In the 
cracking process, the heavy hydrocarbon feedstock is heated to a high 
temperature, brought to a moderate pressure, and then is placed in 
contact with a hot, powdered catalyst, which breaks the long-chain 
molecules of the high-boiling-point hydrocarbon liquids into short-
chain molecules, which then are collected as a vapor.  Petroleum  
refineries produce a wide variety of products from fuels for transpor-
tation and heating, to paving road materials and feedstocks for                   
making chemicals 
  The operation of a gas plant is to construct molecules of 4 to 6            
carbon atoms from methane, composed of 1 carbon atom.  Nacero has 
selected a process called the Haldor Topsoe and TIGAS™  process. It 
starts with the production of syngas gas (a mixture of H2, CO and 
CO2) from the natural gas source, followed by conversion of syngas 
to methanol. The methanol is then converted into a gaseous prod-
uct which is equivalent to a high octane gasoline of three to four               

carbon atoms. The gas plant facility consists of many reactors in which 
the chemical processes are conducted. The gas plant produces mainly 
fuels. The Nacero Company has stated that their method emits into the 
atmosphere less than half the greenhouse gases (98% CO2) that the      
conventional method of producing an equal amount of gasoline from 
crude oil from a refinery would. The reason for this is that the genera-
tion of gasoline from crude oil results in the additional production of an 
equal amount of other petroleum products such as jet fuel, diesel fuel, 
and heavy fuel oil, and this adds to greenhouse gas emissions. They also 
say that their fuel is free of sulfur, one of the main pollutants from                 
refined-oil gasoline that is a precursor to smog and has health impacts. 
Sulfur also degrades catalytic converters and contributes to ground-level 
ozone. 
   Having the Nacero gas plant in our Township will certainly have 
benefits such as an increase in tax revenue, more jobs, and more  
opportunities for businesses to locate in our community. It also has 
drawbacks.  Industries produce wastes, solid, liquid and gas wastes.  
To determine whether the benefits outweigh the problems is complicat-
ed and a hard problem to figure out.   
   One of the related problems often missing from this controversy is 
global warming. Global warming is a big problem. As greenhouse gas 
emissions blanket the Earth, they trap the sun’s heat. This leads to  
climate change. The world is now warming faster than at any point in 
recorded history. Studies forecast that sea levels along the U.S. shore-
line will rise 10-12 inches on average by 2050.  There are numerous 
heavily populated cities like Mumbai, Shanghai, New York, and Miami 
which are at risk. The primary sources of greenhouse gas emissions in 
the United States are (1) transportation (29 percent), (2) electricity pro-
duction (25 percent) , (3) industry (23 percent), (4) commercial and 
residential (13 percent) and (5) agriculture (10 percent).  
   In conclusion, I have one question. Why are we so concerned with 
pollution from a gas plant in Newport Township and not with the big 
contributor of greenhouse gases, transportation?*  The three best selling 
vehicles in America are the  Ford F-Series, the Chevrolet Silverado and 
the Dodge Ram Pickup. The gas mileage for these vehicles range from 
14 to 19 miles per gallon on the open highway. Most other vehicles get 
much higher gas mileage than this.    
   If Nacero doesn’t construct a gas plant in Newport Township, they 
will construct it somewhere else. Overall nothing really changes.                
Global warming is a much bigger problem, caused to a large extent by 
our driving excesses, something we can control.  Solar power and wind 
power are part of the solution, but we must solve the global warming 
issue sooner rather than later.  Sustainable life on this planet depends  
on it.   
 
* The chief reaction occurring in the internal combustion engine of our 
personal vehicles (cars, trucks etc.) is the reaction of the gasoline mole-
cules with oxygen to form carbon dioxide, water and heat. Heat expands 
gases, pushes pistons and that turns the drive shaft and the wheels. The 
reaction requires a flame for its initiation. After initiation, the full                   
release of energy from the gasoline molecules occurs and the carbon 
dioxide and water go out the tailpipe. The gasoline engine, however,  
discharges other substances into the atmosphere, substances that are 
either smog producing or downright poisonous: unburned hydrocarbons, 
carbon monoxides, nitrogen oxides and from leaded gasoline, various 
compounds of lead.  
 

(Editor’s (Heidi) Note: Paul Jarecki graduated from Newport High 
School, earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology from Wilkes University, 
a Master’s Degree in Microbiology from Auburn University and retired 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection as            
Environmental Chemist.)    
 

Sources: www.sciencedirect.com/topics/chemistry/petroleum; 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK531269/; www.sciencedirect.com/
topics/chemistry/gasoline; www.api.org/; 
www.greencarcongress.com/2021/09/20210910-arbor.html; 
cbe.statler.wvu.edu/files/d/79101f3c-97ba-409d-a9ed-18098305dbbf/
methane-to-gasoline.pdf; Organic Chemistry by Morrison and Boyd, 
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Remember….. 
 

If the climate can change, then so can you. ~ thedeadauthor, 

tweet, 2015 



The History of Kirmar Park 
 

Part I: 1896-1906 
 

By Heidi Jarecki ~ Kirmar Park was once situated on West Kirmar 
Avenue between Alden and Wanamie on the north side, near where 
the Weldrite Welding building is now.  It had a colorful history and 
was closely tied to the success of the People’s Street Railway, an 
electric trolley system that ran between Glen Lyon and Nanticoke.  It 
provided entertainment and sports opportunities for residents of New-
port Township, Nanticoke City, and beyond for four decades, from 
1896 until the 1930’s.   
   The People’s Street Railway was the brainchild of Kirtland Marion 
Smith, better known as K.M. Smith, Superintendent of the Alden 
Coal Company (See Newsletter No. 49, Summer 2017, p.20), along 
with several business partners.  It was chartered in 1892 and began 
operations in 1896.  The power house which supplied electricity for 
the streetcars also contained the offices of the company.  The power 
house had two dynamos or generators powered by coal furnaces.  
   Street railway owners sought to increase ridership during slow 
weekends and evenings by luring the public to pleasure parks for  
leisure enjoyment.  The fare often included admission to the park.  
These parks were very popular in areas where there were few large 
halls or gyms.  Pavilions were eventually used for community              
functions, sports activities, picnics, dances, and private parties.   
   Kirmar Park was initially called Power House Grove (occasionally 
misspelled as Powder House Grove) from 1896 until 1914.  It opened 
its doors on June 24, 1896 and was under the management of the    
People’s Street Railway’s superintendent, a man by the name of 
Gardner.  It featured a pavilion, a baseball field and a foot-race track.  
The pavilion was a large open structure with a roof and wooden floor.  

The baseball field was “an elegant ball ground, one of the best in fact 
in the valley.”  The first two events at the new Grove took place on 
July 4, 1896.  One event was the second annual picnic of Castle 
203, Knights of the Golden Eagle, a fraternal organization, which 

was reportedly well attended.  The 
other event was a baseball game 
between the mine foremen and fire 
bosses of Glen Lyon and the mine 
foremen and fire bosses of Nan-
ticoke.   
   Four days later on July 8, the 
employees of the Street Railway 
held a trolley party and the first 
dance at the Grove.  This was an 
obvious effort to promote the 
Grove as a viable venue.  Follow-
ing the success of the Golden            
Eagles picnic, the next picnic was 
held on August 1 by the Park and 
Commendable Lodges, Knights of 
Pythias. “Games of all kinds will 
be the order of the day.”  The first 
birthday party held at the Grove 
was likely that of Ruth Williams on 
August 5.  On August 7, “a rail-
roader’s nine defeated a clerk’s 
nine 25 to 10” in a baseball game.  
The next event was a picnic spon-
sored by the Knights of Pythias on 
Saturday, August 22.  The final 
event for the Grove’s inaugural year was a Foresters’ picnic on Labor 
Day.  For each event, the Street Railway accommodated the large 
crowds by running cars every fifteen minutes.    
    A nationwide dance craze took hold in the years between 1890 and 
1914.  The two-step joined the early Ragtime dances of the one-step, 
Argentine Tango, Brazilian Maxixe, The Old Barn Dance, Hesitation 
Waltz, Half and Half and animal dances: the Grizzly Bear, Turkey 
Trot, Kangaroo Hop, Duck Waddle, Lame Duck, and the Crab, some of 
which were made famous by Irene and Vernon Castle and other ball-
room dancers.  Everyone wanted to learn the latest dancesteps.  Folks in 
Newport Township and Nanticoke were no different.     
   It is likely that polkas were also played at each local dance.  The polka 
originated in the Czech Republic in 1830 and spread throughout                      
Europe.  By 1835, this dance had spread to the ballrooms of Prague.  
From there, it spread to Vienna by 1839, and in 1840 was introduced in 
Paris by Raab, a Prague dance instructor.  It was so well received by 
both dancers and dance masters in Paris that its popularity was referred 
to as "polkamania.”   The dance soon spread to London and was intro-
duced to America in 1844. It remained a popular ballroom dance until 
the late 19th century. 
    Power House Grove catered to this dance craze and became a                             
destination for folks of all ages.  There were many local bands which 
provided dance music and concerts. The Anthracite Orchestra held the 
first picnic of 1897 on May 18.   The Wanamie Brass Band held a                     
picnic on May 28 and included games and athletic competitions. The 
Stickney Band of Nanticoke became a mainstay at Power House Grove 
and later played at free weekly dances sponsored by the Street Railway. 
Cooper’s Orchestra played at a picnic on July 17 and Oppenheim’s   
Orchestra played in September.   The bands would advertise the picnics 
by marching through Nanticoke and Newport Township and playing a 
few popular songs.  Picnics and dances were usually fundraisers for 
various organizations or to help someone in need.  Sometimes the bands 
would sponsor events to raise money for uniforms or new instruments.  
And sometimes the groups just wanted to have fun!   
  There were a few altercations that were reported in the newspapers.  A 
Polish picnic held on July 5, 1897 was one of the largest held at Power 
House Grove in its young life.  As reported, “Butcher L.C. Gabrill of 
this town (Nanticoke) was standing on the dancing pavilion talking to 
some friends when a Glen Lyon fellow came along with a bottle of 
whiskey.  He asked his friends to have a drink, and all complied except 
Mr. Gabrill, who declined the offer.  No sooner had he done so than the 
man struck him with the bottle, inflicting a deep cut across the nose.”  It 
must be stated that East European custom considered the offer of a 
drink a sign of hospitality and refusal of said drink was sometimes                 
interpreted as an insult.   
   On August 14, baseball (spelled “base ball” back then) teams from  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wilkes-Barre and Berwick played a doubleheader against Nanticoke  
 
 
 
 
and Alden and the games were followed by a picnic.  The first moon-
light dance was held on August 16 by the Stickney Band and Pioneer 
Hook and Ladder Company.  It must have inspired a few people be-
cause a private moonlight dance was held the following month by Wil-
liam Bittenbender and Dr. Harter.    St. Francis Church in Nanticoke 
was the first church to use the Grove for its picnic on August 21 and 
they returned for many years after.  The last event of 1897 was a picnic 
on September 25 held by the Wanamie Brass Band. 
  It was evident that baseball was becoming hugely popular in North-
eastern Pennsylvania and there were multiple amateur teams in each 
town.  In April of 1898, the following ad appeared in the Wilkes-Barre 
Times: “The Wanamie high school base ball team challenges the Nan-
ticoke high school team to a game of base ball to be played on some 
Saturday within the next two weeks at the Power House Grove.”  It is 
not known whether the game was played. 
On Monday, May 30, 1898, the Grove was officially opened for the 
season with a picnic, dance music and a concert  
provided by the Stickney Band.  The Stickney Band played at weekly 
dances every Saturday night under the auspices of the People’s Street 
Railway. Most were free and well attended.  The Wanamie Brass Band 
played on June 18, and the five-cent hop on June 21 was largely attend-
ed.  The Wanamie M.E. Sunday School held its annual picnic at the 
Grove and returned many times after, as did the Alden Methodist.  This 
year, the coveted Fourth of July celebration was nabbed by Nanticoke 
Lodge 642, Ancient Order of Hibernians (A.O.H.) and the Lodge prom-
ised a “monster picnic.” It was not as well patronized as was expected.  
Dances, sometimes lasting past midnight, continued through the sum-
mer.  The Women’s Christian Temperance Union (W.C.T.U.) of Nan-
ticoke was invited to join their counterparts in Wanamie at a basket pic-
nic at the Grove on August 18.  St. Francis Church planned its picnic for 
August 20, and advertised it by putting up a huge sign on Main Street in 
Nanticoke. The sign was described as a “fine piece of work and printed 
by John Downing and Lawrence Ford.”  A picnic sponsored by the La-
pe Hose Company was held on Labor Day.  It featured a hose race with 
a prize of $5.00 and a bicycle race from the Grove to Nanticoke and 
back.  The prizes were a silver medal, won by Cooper, and a bicycle 
suit, won by Isaiah Morgan.  Music was provided by Oppenheim’s Or-
chestra.  All of the mines were idle that day so a large crowd attended.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hose Company reported a profit of $90.00 ($3,048.00 in today’s 
money) and considered it a success.  The last event of 1898 was a free 
concert and dance by the Stickney Band on September 24.  
 
   With an open pavilion, the Power House Grove could only accommo-
date warm weather events. A baseball game between the Nanticoke 
Stars and the St. Thomas College Team (the University of Scranton) 
was played on May 20, 1899.  The Stickney Band held the first picnic 
of the year on Memorial Day.  The Stickney Band was “fast becoming a 
splendid musical organization and much credit is due the able leader, R. 
Davison.”  The Wilkes-Barre Times reported, “Every car from morning 
until late at night was packed.  It seemed that the band played better 
than ever.  The only incident that happened to mar the occasion was a 
fight by two ruffians which was soon stopped by ex-chief of police Ste-
phen Thomas and Superintendent Gardner of the People’s Traction 
Company.”  The Band reported a profit of $100.00 ($3,359.00) to help 
pay for new instruments.  There was a misunderstanding between the 
Band and the Grove management concerning the payment of the ‘light” 
bill and the Band did not play at the Grove for a short time.  On June 
17, the Young Men’s Citizens Band held a picnic and a baseball game.   
   The summer of 1899 brought many improvements.  On July 14, the 
Wilkes-Barre Times reported that it “is now one of the prettiest and 
most desirable of pleasure resorts.  Swings, rings, revolving barrels and 
a new alley ball (bowling) court are among the new additions.”  St. 
Francis Church held its picnic on July 19 and included a baseball game, 
a game of alley ball to determine the championship of Nanticoke and 
Newport Township, foot races, jumping, shot-putting, and numerous 
other sports.  Four teams competed in handball.  All was forgiven be-
tween the Grove and the Stickney Band because the Band performed at 
this picnic.  The T.C. Bache Hook and Ladder Company held a picnic 
on Labor Day and the final event of 1899 was a picnic on September 16 
held by Company L of the 9th Regiment.   
   The 1900 season opened on May 30 with a picnic by the Stickney 
Band.  The next picnic on June 16 was a fundraiser for Arch Keist of 
Alden who was badly injured in a mining accident, sponsored by the 
United Mine Workers Union.  It netted $300.00 ($10,041.00).  St. Fran-
cis held their annual picnic on July 4, featuring all sorts of activities, a 
baseball game, dancing, and games of quoits, handball, and alley ball. 
Music was provided by the Anthracite Orchestra.  
 On July 19, 1900, the Grove was honored to host the first annual reun-
ion of the soldiers and sailors of Northeastern Pennsylvania under the 
auspices of Camp No, 17, Major General John Logan, which was 
named for the Civil War General.   Among those expected to attend 
were the Governor of Pennsylvania, William Stone, Brig. Gen. J. Go-
bin, Brig. Gen. Willis Hulings and Maj. Gen. W.L. Liller and members 
of the 9th and 13th regiments of the Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry.  
Trolley cars left Wilkes-Barre every 20 minutes and Nanticoke every 10 
minutes.  It was the biggest event of the summer.   
  Picnics and dances were held all summer long.  Another fundraiser for 
an injured miner, George Clothier, was held on August 20. The amount 
of $55.00 ($1,841.00) was realized.  On August 23, the Young Men’s 
Citizen Band held a “hop” at which a grand cakewalk was held and 
prizes awarded. The cakewalk was a dance developed from the "prize 
walks" (dance contests with a cake awarded as the prize) held in the mid
-19th century.  It was a promenade,  fluid and graceful.   They also held 
a picnic on Labor Day and advertised it with a parade through Nan-
ticoke.  The Band played for the last event of 1900 on October 9.   
  The 1901 season opened earlier than usual on May 1, with the Stick-
ney Band providing the music.  The Memorial Day picnic was prefaced 
by a grand miners’ parade through Nanticoke which featured the Polish 
Citizens Band, the United Mine Workers Breaker Boys, the Clerks As-
sociation, and multiple organizations. A dance and ice cream social was 
held by the Young Men’s Citizen Band on June 15.  The Hook and Lad-
der Company picnic on June 26 promised a cakewalk, but was post-
poned due to lack of entries.  The contest was postponed until the 
Fourth of July picnic by the Lape Hose Company, which left “nothing 
undone to make their picnic one of the finest, largest, and most com-
plete days of outing of the year.”  The Company cleared $46.00 
($1,522.00).    The Stickney Band offered a series of Sunday “Sacred 
Concerts” which featured instrumental solos, and patriotic and religious 
music.  The last event of the year was a dance on October 12, featuring 
the Young Men’s Citizens Band. 
   The summer season of 1902 opened on May 19.  “A large number of 
young people congregated at Power House Grove on the event of the 
opening of that popular place.  The opening was under the auspices of 
the Stickney Band who tendered the music for dancing.”   On May 20, a 
baseball game between Nanticoke and Parsons was played and ended 
with defeat for Nanticoke with a score of 9 to 12.  On May 30, the 
Young Men’s Citizens Band held a picnic and “sitting room was at a 
premium on all cars…going to the Power House Grove. At [that] place, 
the Citizen’s band of Nanticoke was the dispenser of music, to which 
the fleet-footed and the light-hearted kept time in the many dances.”  A 
day later, the Polish Citizen’s Band played at its picnic.  The Fourth of 
July brought the Stickney Band to the Grove, at which “a good program 
of events for the light and fleet-footed will be rendered.”  From 1 until 
3, a concert of patriotic airs and other selections was offered.  “The cars 
to both Hanover Park and Power House Grove were crowded at every 
call.” 
   The miners were on strike in 1902.  According to newspaper reports 
published August 28, “There was a monster meeting of striking miners 
and others at Wanamie yesterday afternoon.  Enthusiasm ran high and if 
there were any in the vast throng who entertained the idea that the 
Wanamie locals will not remain out until the strike is settled was blasted 
when every man pledged himself to remain out until ordered to return to 
work by President (John) Mitchell.  The meeting was held in Power 
House Grove and previous to the meeting, local 400 paraded to the 
grove.”   
The Grove had a new manager in 1903, Superintendent Van Alstyne of  
the People’s Street Railway and also had several new organizations 
planning events in 1903.  The De Reszke Glee Club composed of 
“prominent and influential young Polish gentlemen” held its picnic on 
May 30.  The Newport Township High School graduating class held 
commencement on June 18, followed by a picnic at the Grove on June 
20.  Holy Trinity Church members, Washington Camp, Patriotic Order 
Sons of America of Alden, the Ladies Auxiliary of the A.O.H, Nan-
ticoke, had successful picnics.  This, in addition to the Sunday concerts 
and Saturday dances created a busy social calendar for Newport and 
Nanticoke residents.  Handball competitions were intense, with purses 
of $100.00 ($3,195.00).    
  The summer of 1904 brought weekly Tuesday moonlight dances at the 
Grove with music provided by Oppenheim’s Orchestra, a six piece or-
chestra, sponsored by the People’s Street Railway.  The first of the se-
ries was on May 24.  Refreshments of all kinds were available.  By the 
end of July, it was suggested that another night other than Tuesday be 
selected, because for nine consecutive Tuesdays, the weather was 
stormy and the dances were cancelled.  In August the dances resumed.   
    This was the summer when some notoriety visited the Grove in the 
form of a sensational murder that occurred on June 12.  The victim and 
accused attended the picnic sponsored by the Glen Lyon Knights of 
Malta Band at the Grove.  Following the picnic, the Band gave a concert 
in front of Fischer’s Drug Store on the corner of West Main and South 
Market Streets, at which the victim and the accused were seen.   The 
victim was an elderly gentleman who sang along to the music. The ac-
cused suggested that they return to their respective homes and that was 
the last time the victim was seen alive.  He was found by the night 
watchman making his rounds, with multiple stab wounds and disfigure-
ment with the accused standing over the victim brandishing a knife.  
The accused was captured and placed in jail.  Robbery was determined 
to be the motive.  This crime filled the local newspapers for several 
weeks and the trial in September was closely watched.   The accused 
denied everything, but was found guilty.   
    Life eventually returned to normal and events resumed at the Grove.   
A Polish picnic was planned for July 16.  Four days later, Harry Wom-
elsdorf and Neva Hagenbaugh were married by Rev. Mr. Cornell and 
set up housekeeping at the Grove.  The couple eventually moved to 
Sheatown.  The Labor Day picnic was planned by the Central Labor 
Union of Nanticoke, preceded by a parade which formed on East Main 
Street.  Multiple groups participated.  The parade made its way to Pub-
lic Square where special trolley cars were waiting.  
   The picnic season of 1905 opened on Saturday, May 13 by the 
Knights of Malta Band of Glen Lyon.  The Knights Band played Satur-
days and the Stickney Band played on Wednesdays throughout the sum-
mer.  This was the first notice that “intoxicating drinks will not be al-
lowed on the grounds, but other refreshments of all kinds will be served.  
The dancing pavilion will be thrown open free.”  The Malta Band was 
under the direction of Thomas Jones and made a neat appearance in 
dark red suits trimmed in black. It was announced that the Haymakers 
would sponsor a picnic on July 29.  The Haymakers was a side degree 
of the Improved Order of Red Men, similar perhaps to 
the Shriners within Freemasonry.  Hay was a vital component of the 
world’s agricultural system, especially within the United States and at 
the time that this order flourished.  A parade was held the night before, 
at which the entire order turned out in full uniform.  The parade consist-
ed of farm wagons loaded with” merrymakers of both sexes and a large 
number on horseback, carrying hay forks and other farm implements, all 
rigged up in outlandish costumes.”  The Stickney Band led the parade 
and also played at the picnic. A good time was had by all.  In August 
tickets to a picnic for the Jr. B.Y.P.U. (Baptist Young People’s Union) 
and the Boys Brigade in Nanticoke were handed out, and special trolley 
cars were reserved to transport the children to the Grove.  The Grove 
closed for the season in September. 
Power House Grove had become such a desirable destination that in 
April, 1906, the Township Commissioners put in a request to the State 
Highway Department to assist in building a one-mile road from the 
Grove to the Lee Mine in Alden.  Several improvements were made, 
including the enlargement of the dancing pavilion, an out-door court for 
basketball, as well as upgrades to the baseball field.  On May 4, 1906, 
Company L of Nanticoke held target practice on the grounds of the 
Grove.  Three days later, the first ever Grove basketball game was 
played between the Americus and the Red Onion teams, as well as a 
game of handball.  It was announced that the Stickney Band would con-
duct a picnic on Memorial Day.  It was described as an “enjoyable pic-
nic at Power House Grove.  Many people were present and thoroughly 
enjoyed the day.  Prof. Davison, who recently returned from the musi-
cians’ national convention held at Boston was present and directed the 
dance music.” 
  As enjoyable as these activities were, a roller skating craze had taken 
over the country in 1905.  Cities in northeastern United States began 
opening roller skating rinks, reviving a sport that was previously popu-
lar in the 1880’s.  In November of 1905, roller skating was suddenly 
favored over dancing and other forms of amusement. By June of 1906, 
the craze prompted a number of young men in Newport Township and 
Nanticoke to open a roller skating rink in Power House Grove.  Roller 
skating took over by storm!   
 On June 12, 1906, it was reported that “several well-known young men 
of this place have arranged for roller skating at the Power House Grove 
along the line of the People’s Traction line.  One hundred pairs of up-to-
date skates have been ordered and are expected in a short time.  The 
dancing pavilion has been much improved and the floor is being put in 
first class condition.  The opening will take place on the 22nd of this 
month.” Another article declared: “At 7:30 o’clock on Saturday evening 
next a new roller skating rink will be opened on the previous dancing 
pavilion which has been greatly enlarged at Power House Grove.  An 
orchestra of eight pieces will furnish the music and the rink will be 
handsomely decorated.  The rink contains about 2,800 square feet of 
skating room and is the largest one in this vicinity.  There will be skat-
ing every weekday evening and also on Wednesday and Saturday after-
noons mainly for ladies and children, who will receive the best of care.” 
  It was a huge draw, as evidenced by the report on Monday, June 25: 
“The new roller skating rink at Powder [sic] House grove was packed 
on Saturday evening with a large number of young people from this 
town and vicinity.  Every pair of skates that could be had was out and 
the owners of the rink have already ordered a hundred more pairs and 
will be able to cope with the large patronage.”  Admission in the after-
noons was 15 cents, and evenings, 20 cents. Extra rows of seats around 
the dance floor were removed to enlarge the surface for skating several 
hundred feet.   The skates used at that time were not the familiar shoe 
skates of today.  They were attached to shoes using clamps and a key 
was used to tighten the clamps.  The skating craze even impacted wom-
en’s fashions, as costumes designed for skating were introduced.   
   Weekly dances and picnics continued to be held amidst the skating.  
And when picnics were held, skating was cancelled.  It was announced 
that the Franckes’Orchestra would hold a dance on Thursday evening, 
June 28.  On July 18, the Zion Reformed congregation held a picnic 
with the Stickney Band providing music. The Alden baseball team an-
nounced a picnic on August 2 to raise money for new uniforms. Music 
was provided by Oppenheim’s Orchestra.  A game was played between 
Alden and the Nanticoke Y.M.C.A. teams, ending with a score of 9-7 in 
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The Power House Grove pavilion resembled this smaller version. 
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Wilkes-Barre and Berwick played a doubleheader against Nanticoke 
and Alden and the games were followed by a picnic.  The first moon-
light dance was held on August 16 by the Stickney Band and Pioneer 
Hook and Ladder Company.  It must have inspired a few people                 
because a private moonlight dance was held the following month by 
William Bittenbender and Dr. Harter.  St. Francis Church in                     
Nanticoke was the first church to use the Grove for its picnic on               
August 21 and they returned for many years after.  The last event of 
1897 was a picnic on September 25 held by the Wanamie Brass 
Band. 
    Baseball was becoming hugely popular in Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia and there were multiple amateur teams in each town.  In April of 
1898, the following ad appeared in the Wilkes-Barre Times: “The 
Wanamie high school base ball team challenges the Nanticoke high 
school team to a game of base ball to be played on some Saturday 
within the next two weeks at the Power House Grove.”  It is not 
known whether the game was played. 
   On Monday, May 30, 1898, the Grove was officially opened for the 
season with a picnic, dance music and a concert provided by the 
Stickney Band.  The Stickney Band played at weekly dances every 
Saturday night under the auspices of the People’s Street Railway. 
Most were free and well attended.  The Wanamie Brass Band played 
on June 18, and the five-cent hop on June 21 was largely attended.  
The Wanamie M.E. Sunday School held its annual picnic at the 
Grove and returned many times after, as did the Alden Methodist.  
This year, the coveted Fourth of July celebration was nabbed by Nan-
ticoke Lodge 642, Ancient Order of Hibernians (A.O.H.) and the 
Lodge promised a “monster picnic.” It was not as well patronized as 
was expected.  Dances, sometimes lasting past midnight, continued 
through the summer.  The Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
(W.C.T.U.) of Nanticoke was invited to join their counterparts in 
Wanamie at a basket picnic at the Grove on August 18.  St. Francis 

Church planned its 
picnic for August 20, 
and advertised it by 
putting up a huge sign 
on Main Street in Nan-
ticoke. The sign was 
described as a “fine 
piece of work and 
printed by John Down-
ing and Lawrence 
Ford.”  A picnic spon-
sored by the Lape Hose 
Company was held on 
Labor Day.  It featured 

a hose race with a prize of $5.00 and a bicycle race from the Grove to 
Nanticoke and back.  The prizes were a silver medal, won by Cooper, 
and a bicycle suit, won by Isaiah Morgan.  Music was provided by 
Oppenheim’s Orchestra.  All of the mines were idle that day so a 
large crowd attended.  The Hose Company reported a profit of $90.00 
($3,048.00 in today’s money) and considered it a success.  The last 
event of 1898 was a free concert and dance by the Stickney Band on 
September 24.  
   With an open pavilion, the Power House Grove could only accom-
modate warm weather events. A baseball game between the Nan-
ticoke Stars and the St. Thomas College Team (the University of 
Scranton) was played on May 20, 1899.  The Stickney Band held the 
first picnic of the year on Memorial Day.  The Stickney Band was 
“fast becoming a splendid musical organization and much credit is 
due the able leader, R. Davison.”  The Wilkes-Barre Times reported 
“Every car from morning until late at night was packed.  It seemed 
that the band played better than ever.  The only incident that hap-
pened to mar the occasion was a fight by two ruffians which was 
soon stopped by ex-chief of police Stephen Thomas and Superinten-
dent Gardner of the People’s Traction Company.”  The Band reported 
a profit of $100.00 ($3,359.00) to help pay for new instruments.  
There was a misunderstanding between the Band and the Grove        
management concerning the payment of the ‘light” bill and the Band 
did not play at the Grove for a short time.  On June 17, the 
Young Men’s Citizens Band held a picnic and a baseball game.   

   The summer of 1899 brought many improvements.  On July 14, the 
Wilkes-Barre Times reported that it “is now one of the prettiest and 
most desirable of pleasure resorts.  Swings, rings, revolving barrels and 
a new alley ball (bowling) court are among the new additions.”  St. 
Francis Church held its picnic on July 19 and included a baseball game, 
a game of alley ball to determine the championship of Nanticoke and 
Newport Township, foot races, jumping, shot-putting, and numerous 
other sports.  Four teams competed in handball.  All was forgiven be-
tween the Grove and the Stickney Band because the Band performed at 
this picnic.  The T.C. Bache Hook and Ladder Company held a picnic 
on Labor Day and the final event of 1899 was a picnic on September 16 
held by Company L of the 9th Regiment.   
   The 1900 season opened on May 30 with a picnic by the Stickney 
Band.  The next picnic on June 16 was a fundraiser for Arch Keist of 
Alden who was badly injured in a mining accident, sponsored by the 
United Mine Workers Union.  It netted $300.00 ($10,041.00).  St.              
Francis held their annual picnic on July 4, featuring all sorts of activi-
ties, a baseball game, dancing, and games of quoits, handball, and alley 
ball. Music was provided by the Anthracite Orchestra.  
   On July 19, 1900, the Grove was honored to host the first annual                      
reunion of the soldiers and sailors of Northeastern Pennsylvania under 
the auspices of Camp No, 17, Major General John Logan, which was 
named for the Civil War General.   Among those expected to attend 
were the Governor of Pennsylvania, William Stone, Brig. Gen. J.                        
Gobin, Brig. Gen. Willis Hulings and Maj. Gen. W.L. Liller and mem-
bers of the 9th and 13th regiments of the Pennsylvania Volunteer Infan-
try.  Trolley cars left Wilkes-Barre every 20 minutes and Nanticoke 
every 10 minutes.  It was the biggest event of the summer.   
   Picnics and dances were held all summer long.  Another fundraiser for 
an injured miner, George Clothier, was held on August 20. The amount 
of $55.00 ($1,841.00) was realized.  On August 23, the Young Men’s 
Citizen Band held a “hop” at which a grand cakewalk was held and 
prizes awarded. The cakewalk was a dance developed from the "prize 
walks" (dance contests with a cake awarded as the prize) held in the                              
mid-19th century.  It was a promenade,  fluid and graceful.   They also 
held a picnic on Labor Day and advertised it with a parade through       
Nanticoke.  The Band played for the last event of 1900 on October 9.   
   The 1901 season opened earlier than usual on May 1, with the                     
Stickney Band providing the music.  The Memorial Day picnic was 
prefaced by a grand miners’ parade through Nanticoke which featured 
the Polish Citizens Band, the United Mine Workers Breaker Boys, the 
Clerks Association, and multiple organizations. A dance and ice cream 
social was held by the Young Men’s Citizen Band on June 15.  The 
Hook and Ladder Company picnic on June 26 promised a cakewalk, but 
was postponed due to lack of entries.  The contest was postponed until 
the Fourth of July picnic by the Lape Hose Company, which left 
“nothing undone to make their picnic one of the finest, largest, and most 
complete days of outing of the year.”  The Company cleared $46.00 
($1,522.00).    The Stickney Band offered a series of Sunday “Sacred  
 
 
 
Concerts” which featured instrumental solos, and patriotic and religious 
music.  The last event of the year was a dance on October 12, featuring 
 
 
 
 
e Young Men’s Citizens Band. 
   The summer season of 1902 opened on May 19.  “A large number of  
 
 
 
 
young people congregated at Power House Grove on the event of the 
opening of that popular place.  The opening was under the auspices of 
the Stickney Band who tendered the music for dancing.”   On May 20, a 
baseball game between Nanticoke and Parsons was played and ended 
with defeat for Nanticoke with a score of 9 to 12.  On May 30, the 
Young Men’s Citizens Band held a picnic and “sitting room was at a 
premium on all cars…going to the Power House Grove. At [that] place, 
the Citizen’s band of Nanticoke was the dispenser of music, to which 
the fleet-footed and the light-hearted kept time in the many dances.”  A 
day later, the Polish Citizen’s Band played at its picnic.  The Fourth of 
July brought the Stickney Band to the Grove, at which “a good program 
of events for the light and fleet-footed will be rendered.”  From 1 until 
3, a concert of patriotic airs and other selections was offered.  “The cars 
to both Hanover Park and Power House Grove were crowded at every 
call.” 
   The miners were on strike in 1902.  According to newspaper reports 
published August 28, “There was a monster meeting of striking miners 
and others at Wanamie yesterday afternoon.  Enthusiasm ran high and if 
there were any in the vast throng who entertained the idea that the 
Wanamie locals will not remain out until the strike is settled was blasted 
when every man pledged himself to remain out until ordered to return to 
work by President (John) Mitchell.  The meeting was held in Power 
House Grove and previous to the meeting, local 400 paraded to the 
grove.”   
The Grove had a new manager in 1903, Superintendent Van Alstyne of  
the People’s Street Railway and also had several new organizations 
planning events in 1903.  The De Reszke Glee Club composed of 
“prominent and influential young Polish gentlemen” held its picnic on 
May 30.  The Newport Township High School graduating class held 
commencement on June 18, followed by a picnic at the Grove on June 
20.  Holy Trinity Church members, Washington Camp, Patriotic Order 
Sons of America of Alden, the Ladies Auxiliary of the A.O.H, Nan-
ticoke, had successful picnics.  This, in addition to the Sunday concerts 
and Saturday dances created a busy social calendar for Newport and 
Nanticoke residents.  Handball competitions were intense, with purses 
of $100.00 ($3,195.00).    
  The summer of 1904 brought weekly Tuesday moonlight dances at the 
Grove with music provided by Oppenheim’s Orchestra, a six piece or-
chestra, sponsored by the People’s Street Railway.  The first of the se-
ries was on May 24.  Refreshments of all kinds were available.  By the 
end of July, it was suggested that another night other than Tuesday be 
selected, because for nine consecutive Tuesdays, the weather was 
stormy and the dances were cancelled.  In August the dances resumed.   
    This was the summer when some notoriety visited the Grove in the 
form of a sensational murder that occurred on June 12.  The victim and 
accused attended the picnic sponsored by the Glen Lyon Knights of 
Malta Band at the Grove.  Following the picnic, the Band gave a concert 
in front of Fischer’s Drug Store on the corner of West Main and South 
Market Streets, at which the victim and the accused were seen.   The 
victim was an elderly gentleman who sang along to the music. The ac-
cused suggested that they return to their respective homes and that was 
the last time the victim was seen alive.  He was found by the night 
watchman making his rounds, with multiple stab wounds and disfigure-
ment with the accused standing over the victim brandishing a knife.  
The accused was captured and placed in jail.  Robbery was determined 
to be the motive.  This crime filled the local newspapers for several 
weeks and the trial in September was closely watched.   The accused 
denied everything, but was found guilty.   
    Life eventually returned to normal and events resumed at the Grove.   
A Polish picnic was planned for July 16.  Four days later, Harry Wom-
elsdorf and Neva Hagenbaugh were married by Rev. Mr. Cornell and 
set up housekeeping at the Grove.  The couple eventually moved to 
Sheatown.  The Labor Day picnic was planned by the Central Labor 
Union of Nanticoke, preceded by a parade which formed on East Main 
Street.  Multiple groups participated.  The parade made its way to Pub-
lic Square where special trolley cars were waiting.  
   The picnic season of 1905 opened on Saturday, May 13 by the 
Knights of Malta Band of Glen Lyon.  The Knights Band played  
 
 
 
Saturdays and the Stickney Band played on Wednesdays throughout the 
summer.  This was the first notice that “intoxicating drinks will not be 
allowed on the grounds, but other refreshments of all kinds will be 
served.  The dancing pavilion will be thrown open free.”  The Malta 
Band was under the direction of Thomas Jones and made a neat appear-
ance in dark red suits trimmed in black. It was announced that the Hay-
makers would sponsor a picnic on July 29.  The Haymakers was a side 
degree of the Improved Order of Red Men, similar perhaps to 
the Shriners within Freemasonry.  Hay was a vital component of the 
world’s agricultural system, especially within the United States and at 
the time that this order flourished.  A parade was held the night before, 
at which the entire order turned out in full uniform.  The parade consist-
ed of farm wagons loaded with” merrymakers of both sexes and a large 
number on horseback, carrying hay forks and other farm implements, all 
rigged up in outlandish costumes.”  The Stickney Band led the parade 
and also played at the picnic. A good time was had by all.  In August 
tickets to a picnic for the Jr. B.Y.P.U. (Baptist Young People’s Union) 
and the Boys Brigade in Nanticoke were handed out, and special trolley 
cars were reserved to transport the children to the Grove.  The Grove 
closed for the season in September. 
Power House Grove had become such a desirable destination that in 
April, 1906, the Township Commissioners put in a request to the State 
Highway Department to assist in building a one-mile road from the 
Grove to the Lee Mine in Alden.  Several improvements were made, 
including the enlargement of the dancing pavilion, an out-door court for 
basketball, as well as upgrades to the baseball field.  On May 4, 1906, 
Company L of Nanticoke held target practice on the grounds of the 
Grove.  Three days later, the first ever Grove basketball game was 
played between the Americus and the Red Onion teams, as well as a 
game of handball.  It was announced that the Stickney Band would con-
duct a picnic on Memorial Day.  It was described as an “enjoyable pic-
nic at Power House Grove.  Many people were present and thoroughly 
enjoyed the day.  Prof. Davison, who recently returned from the musi-
cians’ national convention held at Boston was present and directed the 
dance music.” 
  As enjoyable as these activities were, a roller skating craze had taken 
over the country in 1905.  Cities in northeastern United States began 
opening roller skating rinks, reviving a sport that was previously popu-
lar in the 1880’s.  In November of 1905, roller skating was suddenly 
favored over dancing and other forms of amusement. By June of 1906, 
the craze prompted a number of young men in Newport Township and 
Nanticoke to open a roller skating rink in Power House Grove.  Roller 
skating took over by storm!   
 On June 12, 1906, it was reported that “several well-known young men 
of this place have arranged for roller skating at the Power House Grove 
along the line of the People’s Traction line.  One hundred pairs of up-to-
date skates have been ordered and are expected in a short time.  The 
dancing pavilion has been much improved and the floor is being put in 
first class condition.  The opening will take place on the 22nd of this 
month.” Another article declared: “At 7:30 o’clock on Saturday evening 
next a new roller skating rink will be opened on the previous dancing 
pavilion which has been greatly enlarged at Power House Grove.  An 
orchestra of eight pieces will furnish the music and the rink will be 
handsomely decorated.  The rink contains about 2,800 square feet of 
skating room and is the largest one in this vicinity.  There will be skat-
ing every weekday evening and also on Wednesday and Saturday after-
noons mainly for ladies and children, who will receive the best of care.” 
  It was a huge draw, as evidenced by the report on Monday, June 25: 
“The new roller skating rink at Powder [sic] House grove was packed 
on Saturday evening with a large number of young people from this 
town and vicinity.  Every pair of skates that could be had was out and 
the owners of the rink have already ordered a hundred more pairs and 
will be able to cope with the large patronage.”  Admission in the after-
noons was 15 cents, and evenings, 20 cents. Extra rows of seats around 
the dance floor were removed to enlarge the surface for skating several 
hundred feet.   The skates used at that time were not the familiar shoe 
skates of today.  They were attached to shoes using clamps and a key 
was used to tighten the clamps.  The skating craze even impacted wom-
en’s fashions, as costumes designed for skating were introduced.   
   Weekly dances and picnics continued to be held amidst the skating.  
And when picnics were held, skating was cancelled.  It was announced 
that the Franckes’Orchestra would hold a dance on Thursday evening, 
June 28.  On July 18, the Zion Reformed congregation held a picnic 
with the Stickney Band providing music. The Alden baseball team an-
nounced a picnic on August 2 to raise money for new uniforms. Music 
was provided by Oppenheim’s Orchestra.  A game was played between 
Alden and the Nanticoke Y.M.C.A. teams, ending with a score of 9-7 in 
favor of Alden.   
   On Monday August 6, it was reported in the Wilkes-Barre Record that 
“the Power House Grove on Saturday evening was crowded with pleas-
ure seekers from Nanticoke, Glen Lyon, Alden, Wanamie, Sheatown, 
and Hanover.  This resort is becoming more popular each season and 
large crowds gather there nightly.”  On August 9, the Evangelical 
Church held a “very enjoyable day….when a large number gathered to 
attend the picnic.  Scores of baskets were seen, making the scene resem-
ble that of an old time basket picnic.  A number of sporting events were 
carried on.”  On August 15, the Foresters held a picnic and two days 
later, a picnic and baseball game was held by the Power House Defend-
ers and the Nanticoke YMCA teams, the YMCA being victorious.  On 
September 1, “the picnic held by the Wanamie Athletics at the Power 
House Grove was a decided success.  The ball game in the afternoon 
between the Alden Reds and the Athletics was hotly contested, ten in-
nings being played, score 7-7.  Game was called on account of dark-
ness.”  Daylight Savings Time was first used in 1918 during World War 
I, and later during World War II.  In 1906, darkness came earlier in the 
evening.   
     The last few picnics and dances of 1906 were well attended and skat-
ing was still hugely popular.  On September 15, Marshall’s Band of 
Wanamie led by James Marshall held a successful event.  On October 
14, a baseball game between the Brothers of Nanticoke and the Power 
House Defenders was played, the Brothers being victorious. 
   Under the direction of a new Railway Superintendent, a Mr. Major, an 
innovation was introduced to the pavilion during September and Octo-
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Concerts” which featured instru-
mental solos, and patriotic and    
religious music.  The last event of 
the year was a dance on October 
12, featuring the Young Men’s                   
Citizens Band. 
   The summer season of 1902 
opened on May 19.  “A large num-
ber of young people congregated at 
Power House Grove on the event of 
the opening of that popular place.  
The opening was under the auspi-
ces of the Stickney Band who                 
tendered the music for dancing.”   
On May 20, a baseball game be-
tween Nanticoke and Parsons was 
played and ended with defeat for 
Nanticoke with a score of 9 to 12.  
On May 30, the Young Men’s                
Citizens Band held a picnic and 
“sitting room was at a premium on 
all cars…going to the Power House 

Grove. At [that] place, the Citizen’s 
band of Nanticoke was the dis-
penser of music, to which the fleet-

footed and the light-hearted kept time in the many dances.”  A day 
later, the Polish Citizen’s Band played at its picnic.  The Fourth of 
July brought the Stickney Band to the Grove, at which “a good                  
program of events for the light and fleet-footed will be rendered.”  
From 1 until 3, a concert of patriotic airs and other selections was 
offered.  “The cars to both Hanover Park and Power House Grove 
were crowded at every call.” 
   The miners were on strike in 1902. According to newspaper reports 
published August 28, “There was a monster meeting of striking              
miners and others at Wanamie yesterday afternoon. Enthusiasm ran 
high and if there were any in the vast throng who entertained the idea 
that the Wanamie locals will not remain out until the strike is settled 
was blasted when every man pledged himself to remain out until          
ordered to return to work by President [John] Mitchell. The meeting 
was held in Power House Grove and previous to the meeting, local 
400 paraded to the grove.”   
   The Grove had a new manager in 1903, Superintendent Van 
Alstyne of  the People’s Street Railway, and also had several new 
organizations planning events. The De Reszke Glee Club composed 
of “prominent and influential young Polish gentlemen” held its picnic 
on May 30. The Newport Township High School graduating class 
held commencement on June 18, followed by a picnic at the Grove on 
June 20.  Holy Trinity Church members, Washington Camp, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America of Alden, the Ladies Auxiliary of the A.O.H, 
Nanticoke, had successful picnics. This, in addition to the Sunday 
concerts and Saturday dances created a busy social calendar for     
Newport and Nanticoke residents.  Handball competitions were                   
intense, with purses of $100.00 ($3,195.00).    
  The summer of 1904 brought weekly Tuesday moonlight dances at 
the Grove with music provided by Oppenheim’s Orchestra, a six 
piece orchestra, sponsored by the People’s Street Railway.  The first 
of the series was on May 24.  Refreshments of all kinds were availa-
ble.  However, by the end of July, it was suggested that another night 
other than Tuesday be selected, because for nine consecutive                                          
Tuesdays, the weather was stormy and the dances were cancelled.  In 
August the dances resumed.   
    This was the summer when some notoriety visited the Grove in the 
form of a sensational murder that occurred on June 12.  The victim 
and accused attended the picnic sponsored by the Glen Lyon Knights 
of Malta Band at the Grove.  Following the picnic, the Band gave a 
concert in front of Fischer’s Drug Store on the corner of West Main 
and South Market Streets, at which the victim and the accused were 
seen.   The victim was an elderly gentleman who sang along to the 
music. The accused suggested that they return to their respective 
homes and that was the last time the victim was seen alive.  He was 
found by the night watchman making his rounds, with multiple stab 
wounds and disfigurement with the accused standing over the victim 
brandishing a knife.  The accused was captured and placed in jail.  

Robbery was determined to be the motive.  This crime filled the local 
newspapers for several weeks and the trial in September was closely 
watched.   The accused denied everything, but was found guilty.   
    Life eventually returned to normal and events resumed at the  
Grove.   A Polish picnic was planned for July 16.  Four days later,                   
Harry Womelsdorf and Neva Hagenbaugh were married by Rev. Mr. 
Cornell and set up housekeeping at the Grove.  The couple eventually 
moved to Sheatown.  The Labor Day picnic was planned by the Central 
Labor Union of Nanticoke, preceded by a parade which formed on East 
Main Street.  Multiple groups participated.  The parade made its way to 
Public Square in Nanticoke where special trolley cars were waiting to 
transport folks to the Grove.   
   The picnic season of 1905 opened on Saturday, May 13 by the 
Knights of Malta Band of Glen Lyon.  The Knights Band played  
Saturdays and the Stickney Band played on Wednesdays throughout the 
summer. This was the first notice that “intoxicating drinks [would] not 
be allowed on the grounds, but other refreshments of all kinds will be 
served.  The dancing pavilion will be thrown open free.”  The Malta 
Band was under the direction of Thomas Jones and made a neat appear-
ance in dark red suits trimmed in black. It was announced that the                    
Haymakers would sponsor a picnic on July 29. The Haymakers was a 
group within the Improved Order of Red Men, similar perhaps to 
the Shriners within Freemasonry.  Hay was a vital component of the 
world’s agricultural system, especially within the United States and at 
the time that this order flourished.  A parade was held the night before, 
at which the entire order turned out in full uniform.  The parade consist-
ed of farm wagons loaded with” merrymakers of both sexes and a large 
number on horseback, carrying hay forks and other farm implements, all 
rigged up in outlandish costumes.”  The Stickney Band led the parade 
and also played at the picnic. A good time was had by all.  In August 
tickets to a picnic for the Jr. B.Y.P.U. (Baptist Young People’s Union) 
and the Boys Brigade in Nanticoke were handed out, and special trolley 
cars were reserved to transport the children to the Grove.  The Grove 
closed for the season in September. 
   Power House Grove had become such a desirable destination that in 
April, 1906, the Township Commissioners put in a request to the State 
Highway Department to assist in building a one-mile road from the 
Grove to the Lee Mine in Alden.  Several improvements were made, 
including the enlargement of the dancing pavilion, an outdoor court for 
basketball, as well as upgrades to the baseball field.  On May 4, 1906, 
Company L of Nanticoke held target practice on the grounds of the 
Grove.  Three days later, the first ever Grove basketball game was 
played between the Americus and the Red Onion teams, as well as a 
game of handball.  It was announced that the Stickney Band would  
conduct a picnic on Memorial Day.  It was described as an “enjoyable 
picnic at Power House Grove.  Many people were present and thorough-
ly enjoyed the day.  Prof. Davison, who recently returned from the                   
musicians’ national convention held at Boston was present and directed 
the dance music.” 
  As enjoyable as these activities were, a roller skating craze had taken 
over the country in 1905.  Cities in northeastern United States began 
opening roller skating rinks, reviving a sport that was previously popu-
lar in the 1880’s.  In November of 1905, roller skating was suddenly 
favored over dancing and other forms of amusement. By June of 1906, 
the craze prompted a number of young men in Newport Township and 
Nanticoke to open a roller skating rink in Power House Grove.  Roller 
skating took over by storm!   
 On June 12, 1906, it was reported that “several well-known young men 
of this place have arranged for roller skating at the Power House Grove 
along the line of the People’s Traction line.  One hundred pairs of up-to-
date skates have been ordered and are expected in a short time.  The 
dancing pavilion has been much improved and the floor is being put in 
first class condition.  The opening will take place on the 22nd of this  

 
 
month.” Another article declared: “At 7:30 o’clock on Saturday evening 
next a new roller skating rink will be opened on the previous dancing 
pavilion which has been greatly enlarged at Power House Grove.  An 
orchestra of eight pieces will furnish the music and the rink will be 
handsomely decorated.  The rink contains about 2,800 square feet of 
skating room and is the largest one in this vicinity.  There will be                 
skating every weekday evening and also on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons mainly for ladies and children, who will receive the best of 
care.” 
 
 
 
 
  It was a huge draw, as evidenced by the report on Monday, June 25: 
“The new roller skating rink at Powder [sic] House grove was packed  
 
 
 
on Saturday evening with a large number of young people from this  
 
 
town and vicinity.  Every pair of skates that could be had was out and 
the owners of the rink have already ordered a hundred more pairs and  
 
 
 
 
 
noons was 15 cents, and evenings, 20 cents. Extra rows of seats around 
the dance floor were removed to enlarge the surface for skating several 
hundred feet.   The skates used at that time were not the familiar shoe 
skates of today.  They were attached to shoes using clamps and a key 
was used to tighten the clamps.  The skating craze even impacted wom-
en’s fashions, as costumes designed for skating were introduced.   
   Weekly dances and picnics continued to be held amidst the skating.  
And when picnics were held, skating was cancelled.  It was announced 
that the Franckes’Orchestra would hold a dance on Thursday evening, 
June 28.  On July 18, the Zion Reformed congregation held a picnic 
with the Stickney Band providing music. The Alden baseball team an-
nounced a picnic on August 2 to raise money for new uniforms. Music 
was provided by Oppenheim’s Orchestra.  A game was played between 
Alden and the Nanticoke Y.M.C.A. teams, ending with a score of 9-7 in 
favor of Alden.   
   On Monday August 6, it was reported in the Wilkes-Barre Record that 
“the Power House Grove on Saturday evening was crowded with pleas-
ure seekers from Nanticoke, Glen Lyon, Alden, Wanamie, Sheatown, 
and Hanover.  This resort is becoming more popular each season and 
large crowds gather there nightly.”  On August 9, the Evangelical 
Church held a “very enjoyable day….when a large number gathered to 
attend the picnic.  Scores of baskets were seen, making the scene resem-
ble that of an old time basket picnic.  A number of sporting events were 
carried on.”  On August 15, the Foresters held a picnic and two days 
later, a picnic and baseball game was held by the Power House Defend-
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month.” Another article declared: “At 7:30 o’clock on Saturday  
evening next a new roller skating rink will be opened on the previous 
dancing pavilion which has been greatly enlarged at Power House 
Grove.  An orchestra of eight pieces will furnish the music and the 
rink will be handsomely decorated.  The rink contains about 2,800 
square feet of skating room and is the largest one in this vicinity.  
There will be skating every weekday evening and also on Wednesday 
and Saturday afternoons mainly for ladies and children, who will  
receive the best of care.” 
    It was a huge draw, as evidenced by the report on Monday, June 
25: “The new roller skating rink at Powder [sic] House grove was 
packed on Saturday evening with a large number of young people 
from this town and vicinity.  Every pair of skates that could be had 
was out and the owners of the rink have already ordered a hundred 
more pairs and will be able to cope with the large patronage.”  Ad-

mission in the afternoons 
was 15 cents, and eve-
nings, 20 cents.  Extra 
rows of seats around the 
dance floor were removed 
to enlarge the surface for 
skating several hundred 
feet.   The skates used at 
that time were not the 
familiar shoe skates of 
today.  They were at-
tached to shoes using 
clamps and a key was 
used to tighten the 
clamps.  The skating 
craze even impacted 

women’s fashions, as costumes designed for skating were introduced.   
   Weekly dances and picnics continued to be held amidst the skating.  
And when picnics were held, skating was cancelled.  It was an-
nounced that the Franckes’ Orchestra would hold a dance on Thurs-
day evening, June 28.  On July 18, the Zion Reformed congregation 
held a picnic with the Stickney Band providing music. The Alden 
baseball team announced a picnic on August 2 to raise money for new 
uniforms. Music was provided by Oppenheim’s Orchestra.  A game 
was played between Alden and the Nanticoke Y.M.C.A. teams, end-
ing with a score of 9-7 in favor of Alden.   
   On Monday August 6, it was reported in the Wilkes-Barre Record 
that “the Power House Grove on Saturday evening was crowded with 
pleasure seekers from Nanticoke, Glen Lyon, Alden, Wanamie,      
Sheatown, and Hanover.  This resort is becoming more popular each              
season and large crowds gather there nightly.”  On August 9, the 
Evangelical Church held a “very enjoyable day….when a large                   
number gathered to attend the picnic.  Scores of baskets were seen, 
making the scene resemble that of an old time basket picnic.  A num-
ber of sporting events were carried on.”  On August 15, the Foresters 
held a picnic and two days later, a picnic and baseball game was held 
by the Power House Defenders and the Nanticoke YMCA teams, the 
YMCA being victorious.  On September 1, “the picnic held by the 
Wanamie Athletics at the Power House Grove was a decided success.  
The ball game in the afternoon between the Alden Reds and the                 
Athletics was hotly contested, ten innings being played, score 7-7.  
Game was called on account of darkness.”  In 1906, darkness came 
earlier in the evening.  Daylight Savings Time was first used in 1918 
during World War I, and later during World War II. 
     The last few picnics and dances of 1906 were well attended and 
skating was still hugely popular.  On September 15, Marshall’s Band 
of Wanamie led by James Marshall held a successful event.  On             
October 14, a baseball game between the Brothers of Nanticoke and 
the Power House Defenders was played, the Brothers being victori-
ous. 
   Under the direction of the new Railway Superintendent, a Mr.              
Major, an innovation was introduced to the pavilion during Septem-
ber and October which prolonged its use throughout the fall and win-
ter months.  The pavilion was closed in and steam heat was installed.  
It was announced on October 17 that dancing would be held every 
Saturday evening with music provided by Marshall’s Band.  On 
November 10 and again on December 1, the Knights of Malta 

Band held a dance.  Basketball games 
were played frequently from October 
until Christmas.  Among the teams 
that played at the Grove were the 
Naskeag Club, the Nanticoke Eagles, 
the Alden team, Wanamie Athletics, 
the Wilkes-Barre Crescents, the            
Orioles, the Violets, the Alden                         
Juniors, the Nanticoke Sterlings,                  
St. Clement’s Team of Wilkes-Barre, 
the Elks, and the local high school 
teams.  On December 5, it was                                 
reported: “This evening the first game 
of a series between the Naskeag Club 
team and the Alden basket ball [sic] 
team will be played at the Power 
House Grove at Wanamie.  In the last 
two games between these two teams, 
the Naskeag team proved victorious, 
but the Alden boys are confident of 
winning, thus the series.  A game 
between the halves will be played 
between the Elks and the high school 
team of this town.”  In the first game, 
the Alden team beat the Naskeag 
team, 35 to 24 and also won the sec-
ond game, 16-14.  The third game 
was scheduled to be played on                                   
December 19.  The results could not 
be determined. Admission for                     

basketball games was 10 cents ($3.12).         
                     

   To be continued… 

Sources: Wilkes-Barre Times; Wilkes-Barre News; Wilkes-Barre                       
Record; Wilkes-Barre Times Leader; Wikipedia; www.bing.com; 
www.classiccycles.com; various websites. 

19 

 Vintage 1906 Centaur Skates 

Early 1900’s Basketball Uniform 



20 



 

21 

LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD 

WAMAMIE 

W 

 LITTLE LEAGUE COMPLEX 

WOMEN’S SOFTBALL FIELD-

WANAMIE 

BOY’S BASEBALL FIELD,  

RECREATION PARK, WANAMIE  

WOMEN’S SOFTBALL 

FIELD, ALDEN 

LITTLE LEAGUE 

COMPLEX, WANAMIE 

WOMEN’S SOFTBALL FIELD, 

ALDEN 

Spring in Newport Township 

 



 

22 



 

23 



 

 
24 

NTCO RECYCLES 
We recycle metals–motor blocks, brake drums, wheel rims, lawn-
mowers, pipe, charcoal grills, appliances, bed frames and springs, 
swimming pools, bicycles, exercise equipment, etc.  We also recy-
cle car batteries, electrical cords and wires, old Christmas lights, 
and aluminum products to raise funds for our Community projects.  
The public’s participation is always appreciated.  Please call  
Tom Kashatus at (570) 736-6981 or email tomkashatus@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
We would be honored and proud to have you as a member of the 
Newport Township Community Organization.  Your membership 
will show approval of and help support our many projects to benefit 
your hometown!  Membership is $5.00 per year per person based 
on the calendar year January through December or a lifetime mem-
bership is available for $50.00.  Send application with fee to 
NTCO, 113 Railroad Ave., Wanamie, Nanticoke, PA 18634. 
 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Street Address __________________________________________ 

City , State _____________________________________________ 

Zip Code ______________________________________________ 

Phone number __________________________________________ 

Email address __________________________________________ 

  

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION  
OFFICERS/CONTACTS 

   President: Stephen Phillips 570-735-3991 
   First Vice President: Tom Kashatus 570-736-6981 
   Treasurer: Peter Zaleski  570-899-8664 
   Secretary: Linda Conner  570-736-6580 
   Alternate Secretary/Treasurer: John Jarecki  570-736-6620 
   Newsletter Editors:  Heidi & Paul Jarecki 570-733-2540  
   Advertising Agent:  Joe Maloney 570-736-6828 
   Webmaster:  Palmira Miller palmiram@newporttownship.com 
   Assistant Webmaster: John Jarecki  jjarecki@pa.metrocast.net 
   Website http://www.newporttownship.com  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

   Stephen Phillips 570-735-3991 
   Mary Jo Evans   570-736-7277 
   Heidi Jarecki      570-733-2540 
   Joe Maloney       570-736-6828  
   Carol Jarecki      570-736-6620 

NTCO NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

Contact Joe Maloney for more information at 570-736-6828 

    $25.00 One-tenth-page or Business Card Size Ad 

    $50.00 Quarter-page Size Ad 

    $75.00 One-half-page Size Ad 

  $150.00 Full-page Size Ad             

NTCO  MEETINGS 
NTCO’s meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month 
at the Municipal Building in Wanamie at 6:45 p.m. We invite 
you to attend, share your ideas and help develop new programs 
to benefit Newport Township.  There are many ways to show-
case your talents and the community will reap the rewards!   

  We are on Facebook! 

NTCO NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 
   NTCO will make available printed copies of its quarterly news-
letter to those living outside the area.  An annual fee of $10.00 
covers the cost of mailing via the US Postal Service.  Send your 
check payable to “NTCO” to Heidi Jarecki, 28 W. Main St., Glen 
Lyon, PA 18617; email: hselecky@pa.metrocast.net  
   If you have internet access, please furnish your email address to 
Thomas Kashatus at tomkashatus@gmail.com to be entered into 
our data base.  You will then be notified of new publications on 
NTCO’s website at http://www.newporttownship.com.              
Photographs on internet publications are viewable in color.  Hard 
copies are printed in black and white. 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

City, State____________________________________________ 
 

Zip Code_____________________________________________ 
 

Phone number_________________________________________ 
 

Email address_________________________________________ 

  Two Ways to Remember                        
Newport High School                               

 

   Pictured above left is the miniature of  
Newport High School designed by the Cat’s 
Meow.  Send a donation of $15.00 plus $3.00 
for shipping and it will be yours! 
  For a donation of $10.00, you can enjoy 
your morning coffee or tea while reflecting 
on your care-free youth!  The mug, pictured 
below left, features a composite black and 
white photograph of Newport Township High 
School and its famous steps, with wide red 
stripes bordering each side.  “Newport Town-
ship High School” is printed across the center 
in light gray lettering.  If mailed, include 
postage: $7.15 for one, and $9.00 for two.         
Contact Heidi and Paul Jarecki, 28 West 
Main Street, Glen Lyon, PA 18617.  Email:  
hselecky@pa.metrocast.net.  Phone 570-733-
2540.  Check out NTCO’s website.   

Be Proud of Newport and Make Newport Proud of You! 
~  The Late Honorable Paul R. Selecky 

                    
                  Monthly Food Distribution  
                    Held at Recreation Park 
                                                   

   The Newport Township Community Organization 
and the Weinberg Regional Food Bank are working                                      
together to host a Food Distribution for those in need. 
    With the cooperation of the Township Board of 
Commissioners and Township Manager Joe Hillan, 
outdoor distributions take place in a drive-through 
format at the Wanamie Recreation Park on the second 
Saturday of the month between 11 am and 12 noon.  
Seasonal fruits and vegetables, along with milk, 
canned goods, rice and pasta are among the foods 
available.  The Distribution scheduled for March 12 
was postponed due to inclement weather.    
   All recipients must pre-register. Residency needs to 
be confirmed.   
   Palmira Miller chairs this event for the NTCO. She 
can be reached at 570-592-7876.       
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