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“A world without tomatoes is like a string quartet without violins.” ~ Laurie Colwin, Home Cooking 

 Newport Township Public Business 

By John Jarecki ~ The following are items of Township business 
discussed or acted upon at meetings of the Newport Township     
Commissioners in late March, April, May, and June of 2020. 

March 17, 2020:  The Commissioners held a special meeting at which 
they adopted Resolution #1 of 2020, which declares a state of     
emergency in the Township because of the coronavirus pandemic and 
provides the authority for Township officials to respond to the     
emergency.  Its provisions include the following items:
1) It declares a state of emergency in the Township, which would go
into effect immediately and will end when it is canceled by the Board of
Commissioners.
2) It allows meetings of the Board of Commissioners to be held
telephonically with the provision that the President of the Board of
Commissioners be present at the Municipal Building to make the
meetings accessible to the public.
3) It gives the Township Manager authority to do the following: close
the Municipal Building because of risk of disease, send Township
employees home or authorize them to work from home, and coordinate
necessary or recommended Township services with state, federal, or

other

government officials.

A member of the Newport Township Sewer Authority present at the 
meeting said that the Authority's office would be closed because of the 
pandemic. He said that residents can, however, pay their sewer bills by 
putting payments into the slot for that purpose in the Authority's office 
door. 

April 6 (Conducted by telephone). Financial Oversight Consultant Jen-
nifer Polito reported that she is closely monitoring the financial condi-
tion of the Township during the pandemic and checking with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for any reimbursements that 
might be due to the Township because of unexpected expenses incurred 
by the Township during the pandemic emergency.

The Commissioners voted to approve the hiring Tom Mercdante as a 
part time police office at a rate of $20 per hour. 

Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following items in his re-
port. 

1) In April the 2020 Census will begin. It is very important to make 
sure that every resident is counted. Census information helps determine 
how billions of dollars in Federal funding is distributed to States and
communities, and it determines how many seats in Congress each state 
gets. Residents can find information on the census on the Township's 
web site.

2) Demolition updates: 

a) 1246 Center Street in Wanamie. The demolition of a house on this 
property is complete. 

b) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon. We are waiting for the ap-
proval of the bankruptcy court of the transfer of the property to the 
Township. 

c) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. The County Council approved the 
repository sale of the property to the Township. We are waiting to re-
ceive the deed to the property in order to submit an application for a 
grant to demolish the house on this property.

May 4 (Conducted by telephone). Financial Oversight Consultant Jen-
nifer Polito reported that she is continuing to monitor the financial con-
dition of the Township during the pandemic.

Commissioner John Zyla commented that recently there has been an 
increase of off road vehicle traffic on Township streets. He said that the 
Police Department was addressing the problem and that a joint patrol 
was conducted in the Lee area of the Township by the Newport Police 
Department, the State Department of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources (DCNR), and the Pennsylvania Game Commission 

Commissioner Debbie Zaleski thanked the employees of the Township
Department of Public Works (DPW) for their excellent work and dedi-
cation during the coronavirus pandemic.

Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following in his report. 

1) As of April 27, Township residents had a 41.5% response rate to the 
2020 Census.

2) On April 30 I sent a letter on behalf of the Board of Commissioners 
and the citizens of Newport Township to the Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission opposing a proposed rate increase by Pennsylvania Ameri-
can Water. 

3) Demolition updates: 

a) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon. We are still waiting for the 
approval of the bankruptcy court of the transfer of the property to the 
Township. 

b) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. As reported last month, the Coun-
ty Council has approved the repository sale of the property to the Town-
ship. We are still waiting to receive the deed to the property in order to 
submit an application for a grant to demolish the house on this property.

June1 (Conducted by telephone). Two residents from East Main Street 
in Glen Lyon inquired by email about whether the Township could im-
prove the condition of the abandoned deteriorating house next to theirs.
Township Manager Joe Hillan said he will deal with the situation 
through property code enforcement.  

The Commissioners approved Resolution #2 of 2020, which holds Lu-
zerne County harmless in the demolition of the property at 161-162 
Brown Row in Wanamie.

The Commissioners also approved Reolution #3 of 2020, which adopts 
an emergency plan for use by the Township Emergency Management 
Agency in case of an accident at the Berwick nuclear power plant.

Commissioner John Zyla commented that the Police Department is be-
ing as proactive as possible in dealing with off road vehicles on Town-
ship streets.

Commissioner Paul Czpracki commented that he had received a com-
plaint from a resident on First Street in Glen Lyon about off road vehi-
cles in the wooded area behind his home. It was found that the area is 
owned by the Earth Conservancy (EC). Township Manger Joe Hillan 
will contact EC about having the area posted so that the police will be 
able to enforce trespassing violations. 

Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following in his report. 

1) As of May 25, Township residents had a 55.7% response rate to the 
2020 Census. This was less than the national rate of 60.1%, the Pennsyl-
vania rate of 63.1%, and the Luzerne County rate of 59.9%. 

2) The Railroad Street storm drain renovation project in Glen Lyon has 
been completed. I sent a letter to the residents in the area of the project 
asking them to help enforce the rules prohibiting driving or parking on 
the macadam walkway that covers the renovated storm sewer. We have 
set in place these rules in order to try to extend the life of the walkway. I 
will also be sending a letter to Newport Aggregate thanking them for 
donating the rocks that were placed along the walkway.

3) The Wyoming Valley Sewer Authority (WVSA) will begin making
repairs on storm sewers in the Township this week. Three storm drains 
on West Enterprise Street in Glen Lyon are scheduled for repair, and
one on Prince Street in Sheatown. 

4) Glen Lyon sidewalk repair project update:  We will submit plans for 
the project to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation ( Penn-
Dot ) in the near future. The project has been delayed because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

5) Demolition updates: 

a) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon. The large building on the 
property partially collapsed on May 12. This was an emergency situa-
tion, which permitted the Township to solicit 3 phone bids for demoli-
tion of the building. The low bidder was Brdaric Excavating of Lu-
zerne, with a bid of $10,700. Brdaric demolished the building on May 
18. The Township will pay for the work from the $60,000 grant that it 
received from the State Department of Community and Economic De-
velopment (DCED) for demolition of the buildings at 129-133 East 
Main Street. The owner of the property has signed it over to the Town-
ship and has agreed to remove his belongings from the property by Au-
gust 31. The Township will then be able to demolish the remaining 
three buildings on the site, and is now soliciting bids for the work.

b) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. This demolition is a joint project 
by Newport Township and the Newport Township Authority. The Au-
thority recently acquired ownership of the property through the Luzerne 
County repository sale. Newport Township and the Authority are now 
in the process of applying for a grant to demolish the building through 
Luzerne County's Scattered Site Demolition Program.

local government officials. 
  A member of the Newport Township Sewer Authority present at 
the meeting said that the Authority's office would be closed because 
of the pandemic.  He said that residents can, however, pay their 
sewer bills by putting payments into the slot for that purpose in the 
Authority's office door. 

April 6, 2020 (Conducted by telephone): Financial Oversight     
Consultant Jennifer Polito reported that she is closely monitoring 
the financial condition of the Township during the pandemic and 
checking with the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) for any reimbursements that might be due to the Township 
because of unexpected expenses incurred by the Township during 
the pandemic emergency.   
   The Commissioners voted to approve the hiring Tom     
Mercandante as a part-time police office at a rate of $20 per hour. 

   Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following items in his 
report:  
1) In April the 2020 Census will begin.  It is very important to
make sure that every resident is counted.  Census information helps
determine how billions of dollars in    (Continued on next page)
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to States and communities, and it determines how many seats in 
Congress each state gets. Residents can find information on the 
census on the Township's web site.

2) Demolition updates: 

a) 1246 Center Street in Wanamie. The demolition of a house on 
this property is complete. 

b) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon. We are waiting for the 
approval of the bankruptcy court of the transfer of the property to 
the Township. 

c) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. The County Council approved
the repository sale of the property to the Township. We are waiting 
to receive the deed to the property in order to submit an application 
for a grant to demolish the house on this property.

May 4 (Conducted by telephone). Financial Oversight Consultant 
Jennifer Polito reported that she is continuing to monitor the finan-
cial condition of the Township during the pandemic.

Commissioner John Zyla commented that recently there has been 
an increase of off road vehicle traffic on Township streets. He said
that the Police Department was addressing the problem and that a 
joint patrol was conducted in the Lee area of the Township by the 
Newport Police Department, the State Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR), and the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission 

Commissioner Debbie Zaleski thanked the employees of the Town-
ship Department of Public Works (DPW) for their excellent work 
and dedication during the coronavirus pandemic.

Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following in his report. 

1) As of April 27, Township residents had a 41.5% response rate to 
the 2020 Census. 

2) On April 30 I sent a letter on behalf of the Board of Commis-
sioners and the citizens of Newport Township to the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission opposing a proposed rate increase by 
Pennsylvania American Water. 

3) Demolition updates: 

a) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon. We are still waiting for 
the approval of the bankruptcy court of the transfer of the property 
to the Township. 

b) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. As reported last month, the 
County Council has approved the repository sale of the property to 
the Township. We are still waiting to receive the deed to the prop-
erty in order to submit an application for a grant to demolish the 
house on this property.

June1 (Conducted by telephone). Two residents from East Main 
Street in Glen Lyon inquired by email about whether the Township
could improve the condition of the abandoned deteriorating house 
next to theirs. Township Manager Joe Hillan said he will deal with 
the situation through property code enforcement.  

The Commissioners approved Resolution #2 of 2020, which holds 
Luzerne County harmless in the demolition of the property at 161-
162 Brown Row in Wanamie.

The Commissioners also approved Reolution #3 of 2020, which 
adopts an emergency plan for use by the Township Emergency 
Management Agency in case of an accident at the Berwick nuclear 
power plant.

Commissioner John Zyla commented that the Police Department is 
being as proactive as possible in dealing with off road vehicles on 
Township streets.

Commissioner Paul Czpracki commented that he had received a 
complaint from a resident on First Street in Glen Lyon about off
road vehicles in the wooded area behind his home. It was found 
that the area is owned by the Earth Conservancy (EC). Township
Manger Joe Hillan will contact EC about having the area posted so
that the police will be able to enforce trespassing violations.

Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following in his report. 

1) As of May 25, Township residents had a 55.7% response rate to 
the 2020 Census. This was less than the national rate of 60.1%, the 
Pennsylvania rate of 63.1%, and the Luzerne County rate of 59.9%. 

2) The Railroad Street storm drain renovation project in Glen Lyon 
has been completed. I sent a letter to the residents in the area of the 
project asking them to help enforce the rules prohibiting driving or 
parking on the macadam walkway that covers the renovated storm 
sewer. We have set in place these rules in order to try to extend the 
life of the walkway. I will also be sending a letter to Newport Ag-
gregate thanking them for donating the rocks that were placed along
the walkway.

3) The Wyoming Valley Sewer Authority (WVSA) will begin mak-
ing repairs on storm sewers in the Township this week. Three 
storm drains on West Enterprise Street in Glen Lyon are scheduled
for repair, and one on Prince Street in Sheatown. 

4) Glen Lyon sidewalk repair project update:  We will submit plans
for the project to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
( PennDot ) in the near future. The project has been delayed be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic.

5) Demolition updates: 

a) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon. The large building on 
the property partially collapsed on May 12. This was an emergency 
situation, which permitted the Township to solicit 3 phone bids for 
demolition of the building. The low bidder was Brdaric Excavating
of Luzerne, with a bid of $10,700. Brdaric demolished the building 
on May 18. The Township will pay for the work from the $60,000
grant that it received from the State Department of Community and
Economic Development (DCED) for demolition of the buildings at 
129-133 East Main Street. The owner of the property has signed it 
over to the Township and has agreed to remove his belongings from 
the property by August 31. The Township will then be able to de-
molish the remaining three buildings on the site, and is now solicit-
ing bids for the work.

b) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. This demolition is a joint 
project by Newport Township and the Newport Township Authori-
ty. The Authority recently acquired ownership of the property 
through the Luzerne County repository sale. Newport Township
and the Authority are now in the process of applying for a grant to
demolish the building through Luzerne County's Scattered Site 
Demolition Program.
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federal funding is distributed to states and communities, and it deter-
mines how many seats in Congress each state gets.  Residents can find 
information on the census on the Township's website: 
www.newporttownship.org. 
2) Demolition Updates:
a) 1246 Center Street in Wanamie.  The demolition of a house on this
property is complete.
b) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon.  We are waiting for the       
approval of the bankruptcy court of the transfer of the property to the
Township.
c) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. The County Council approved the
repository sale of the property to the Township. We are waiting to         
receive the deed to the property in order to submit an application for a
grant to demolish the house on this property.

May 4, 2020 (Conducted by telephone): Financial Oversight Consultant 
Jennifer Polito reported that she is continuing to monitor the financial 
condition of the Township during the pandemic. 
   Commissioner John Zyla commented that recently there has been an 
increase in off-road vehicle traffic on Township streets. He said that the 
Police Department was addressing the problem and that a joint patrol 
was conducted in the Lee area of the Township by the Newport Police 
Department, the State Department of Conservation and Natural               
Resources (DCNR), and the Pennsylvania Game Commission.   
   Commissioner Debbie Zaleski thanked the employees of the Township 
Department of Public Works (DPW) for their excellent work and           
dedication during the coronavirus pandemic. 

 Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following items in his 
report: 

1) As of April 27, Township residents had a 41.5% response rate to the
2020 Census.
2) On April 30, a letter was sent on behalf of the Board of Commission-
ers and the citizens of Newport Township to the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Commission opposing a proposed rate increase by Pennsylvania
American Water.
3) Demolition Updates:
a) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon.  The Township is still waiting
for the approval of the bankruptcy court of the transfer of the property to
the Township.
b) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. As reported last month,  the Coun-
ty Council has approved the repository sale of the property to the Town-
ship. We are still waiting to receive the deed to the property in order to
submit an application for a grant to demolish the house on this property.

 June 1, 2020 (Conducted by telephone):  Two residents from East Main 
Street in Glen Lyon inquired by email about whether the Township could 
improve the condition of the abandoned deteriorating house next to 
theirs.  Township Manager Joe Hillan said he will deal with the situation 
through property code enforcement.   
   The Commissioners approved Resolution #2 of 2020, which holds     
Luzerne County harmless in the demolition of the property at 161-162 
Brown Row in Wanamie. 
   The Commissioners also approved Resolution #3 of 2020, which 
adopts an emergency plan for use by the Township Emergency Manage-
ment Agency in case of an accident at the Berwick nuclear power plant. 
   Commissioner John Zyla commented that the Police Department is 
being as proactive as possible in dealing with off-road vehicles on  
Township streets. 
   Commissioner Paul Czpracki commented that he had received a        
complaint from a resident on First Street in Glen Lyon about off-road 
vehicles in the wooded area behind his home.  It was found that the area 
is owned by the Earth Conservancy (EC). Township Manager Joe Hillan 
will contact EC about having the area posted so that the police will be 
able to enforce trespassing violations. 

   Township Manager Joe Hillan included the following items in his        
report: 

1) As of May 25, Township residents had a 55.7% response rate to the
2020 Census. This was less than the national rate of 60.1%, the Pennsyl-
vania rate of 63.1%, and the Luzerne County rate of 59.9%.

walkway. I will also be sending a letter to Newport Aggregate thanking
them for donating the rocks that were placed along the walkway.

3) The Wyoming Valley Sewer Authority (WVSA) will begin making
repairs on storm sewers in the Township this week. Three storm drains 
on West Enterprise Street in Glen Lyon are scheduled for repair, and one 
on Prince Street in Sheatown. 

4) Glen Lyon sidewalk repair project update:  We will submit plans for 
the project to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation ( PennDot ) 
in the near future. The project has been delayed because of the corona-
virus pandemic.

5) Demolition updates: 

a) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon. The large building on the 
property partially collapsed on May 12. This was an emergency situa-
tion, which permitted the Township to solicit 3 phone bids for demolition 
of the building. The low bidder was Brdaric Excavating of Luzerne, with 
a bid of $10,700. Brdaric demolished the building on May 18. The 
Township will pay for the work from the $60,000 grant that it received
from the State Department of Community and Economic Development 
(DCED) for demolition of the buildings at 129-133 East Main Street. 
The owner of the property has signed it over to the Township and has 
agreed to remove his belongings from the property by August 31. The 
Township will then be able to demolish the remaining three buildings on 
the site, and is now soliciting bids for the work.

b) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie. This demolition is a joint project 
by Newport Township and the Newport Township Authority. The Au-
thority recently acquired ownership of the property through the Luzerne 
County repository sale. Newport Township and the Authority are now in 
the process of applying for a grant to demolish the building through Lu-
zerne County's Scattered Site Demolition Program.

2) The Railroad Street storm drain renovation project in Glen Lyon
has been completed.  A letter was sent to the residents in the area of
the project asking them to help enforce the rules prohibiting driving
or parking on the macadam walkway that covers the renovated
storm sewer.  These rules have been set in place in order to extend
the life of the walkway.  A letter will also be sent to Newport
Aggregate thanking them for donating the rocks that were placed
along the walkway.
3) The Wyoming Valley Sewer Authority (WVSA) will begin
making repairs on storm sewers in the Township this week.   Three
storm drains on West Enterprise Street in Glen Lyon are scheduled
for repair, and one on Prince Street in Sheatown.
4) Glen Lyon sidewalk repair project update:  Plans for the project
will be submitted to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
(PennDot ) in the near future.  The project has been delayed
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
5) Demolition Updates:
a) 129-133 East Main Street in Glen Lyon.  The large building on
the property partially collapsed on May 12.  This was an emergency
situation, which permitted the Township to solicit three phone bids
for demolition of the building.  The low bidder was Brdaric Exca-
vating of Luzerne, with a bid of $10,700. Brdaric demolished the
building on May 18.  The Township will pay for the work from the
$60,000 grant that it received, through the efforts of State Repre-
sentative Gerald Mullery, from the State Department of  Community
and Economic Development (DCED) for demolition of the build-
ings at 129-133 East Main Street. The owner of the property has
signed it over to the Township and has agreed to remove his belong-
ings from the property by August 31.  The Township will then be
able to demolish the remaining three buildings on the site, and is
now soliciting bids for the work.
b) 161-162 Brown Row in Wanamie.  This demolition is a joint
project by Newport Township and the Newport Township
Authority.  The Authority recently acquired ownership of the
property through the  Luzerne County repository sale.  Newport
Township and the Authority are now in the process of applying for
a grant to demolish the building through Luzerne County's Scattered
Site Demolition Program.

Status of SCI Retreat 

By Heidi Jarecki ~ On January 17, 2020, it was announced by     
Governor Tom Wolfe that the State Correctional Institute at Retreat 
in Newport Township would be closed and the process of shuttering 
began.  The original plan was that it would be completed by late 
June.  With the outbreak of coronavirus COVID 19, the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Corrections announced that beginning on March 
28, Retreat would be used to quarantine any new inmates and parole 
violators for fourteen days as per CDC guidelines before being 
transferred for processing at SCI Camp Hill.  There are on average 
150 new inmates and parole violators each week.  This decision 
caused some controversy.  State Representative Gerald Mullery D-
119, Newport Twp., expressed concern that “utilizing SCI-Retreat 
as the staging area for all new inmates and parole violators unneces-
sarily subjects our local workforce to the contagion.”  As late as 
early April, three employees tested positive for the virus, and there 
were no reports of any inmates being infected.   
   On May 21, it was reported that the Secretary of Corrections John 
Wetzel planned to close Retreat as soon as SCI Camp Hill is able to 
assume the quarantine responsibility.  If there should be a flare up of 
the virus in the fall and winter, Retreat may be reactivated.   
   As of April 30, 2020, there were 375 inmates remaining at     
Retreat, 34.2% of full capacity (1,095).  As of May 31, 2020, there 
were 541 inmates, 49.4% of full capacity. 
   At publication of this newsletter, the last employee day at Retreat 
is June 26.  Employees will go into a 14-day quarantine before     
starting at their new places of employment.   

Sources: www.cor.pa.gov; The Citizen’s Voice Newspaper. 
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NTCO President’s Report 
By Stephen E. Phillips ~  The recent worldwide COVID-19 Pandemic 
has affected all facets of our daily lives.  It has impacted both the     
public and volunteer sectors of our local community.  For several 
months, the Township’s local elected officials have been unable to 
meet other than telephonically.  Meetings and activities of local com-
munity-related groups have been cancelled or seriously curtailed. 
   Your local Township Community Organization has not been            
immune to the adverse effects of the coronavirus.  The Organization 
has been unable to hold its regularly scheduled meetings for several 
months.   
   However, in the interim, this entity has striven to remain a vital 
force to aid in insuring positive results for our locale.  Acting upon a 
request from the Eastern Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine 
Reclamation (EPCAMR), this Organization drafted a letter of support 
on EPCAMR’s behalf to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF) for a small Watershed Technical Assistance Grant.     
   The proposed grant will focus on priority watersheds identified by 
the NFWF in partnership with the United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the federal-state Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) 
to restore water quality and habitats of the Chesapeake Bay and its 
tributary rivers and streams. In our area, Nanticoke Creek, Newport 
Creek, and areas along the southern Wyoming Valley are some of the 
priority watersheds that are impacted by mining upon which     
EPCAMR would like to focus attention. 
   Responding to a request from the Township’s Board of Commis-
sioners, the NTCO joined our local elected and appointed officials, 
area state legislators, representatives from the Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania Building and Construction Trades Council, the Laborers’     
District Council of Eastern Pennsylvania, Penn’s Northeast, and other  
interested citizens in a meeting in Wilkes-Barre to generate broad-
based support for State House Bill 1100, the Energy and Fertilizer 
Manufacturing Tax Credit.  The subject legislation provides a tax 
credit to companies that promote construction and manufacturing jobs 
in their respective areas.  If the proposed legislation is passed, it is the 
fervent hope of your local officials that a major manufacturing facility 
will be constructed within the confines of Newport Township. 
   Successful implementation of this endeavor will greatly assist in 
improving the Municipality’s tax base, thus helping to offset the     
financial loss which will occur upon the closing of the State Correc-
tional Institute at Retreat.  It is imperative that the Township’s tax 
base continue to grow, at least at the rate of inflation, to insure that the 
locally provided municipal services can remain at their current level. 
   Upon the relaxation of the current COVID-19 prohibitions, it is 
hoped that NTCO-sponsored food distributions at the American    
Legion in Glen Lyon can be reinstated.     
   It will be extremely difficult to sponsor a Summer Fun Program for 
the current year because of the uncertainty of when normalcy will 
return. 
   In the interim, your Community Organization will continue its ef-
forts to aid in making Newport Township capable of achieving its 
greatest expectations.  Won’t you assist us in meeting that goal?   
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Mullery secures $60,000 for Blight in Newport Township 
(Press Release) 

   In December 2019, State Rep. Gerald Mullery (D) secured $60,000 in 
grant funding for blight removal in Glen Lyon. 
   “Newport Township officials had attempted to acquire the 125-131 
East Main Street properties (pictured below) for quite some time,” said 
Township Manager Joe Hillan. “When we got this grant, it was like a 
Christmas present because it came right before the end of the year. We 
knew all we had to do was get through the final hurdle of acquiring the 
property,” said Hillan.  
   The East Main Street property (pictured below) contains four dwell-
ings. The largest dwelling partially collapsed a few weeks ago causing 
the Township to seek emergency bids to fell the unsafe building.     
Newport Township Code Enforcement Commissioner Deb Forgach-
Zaleski said “the Township is extremely grateful Representative     
Mullery had already secured the needed funds.” 
“Progress is a process when working and dealing with blighted proper-
ties,” Mullery said. “There is a great deal of work that goes on behind 
the scenes to acquire and remove blighted properties in our communi-
ties. This could not have been accomplished without the help of our 
local partners,” Mullery added.  

 
 

  

NTCO Summer Fun Program Cancelled 

   Due to the uncertainty of when large crowds can gather safely be-
cause of the COVID 19 outbreak, the annual Summer Fun Program 
for children has been cancelled for this year.  It is held in the Recrea-
tion Park and the playgrounds in the Township and is sponsored by 
the Newport Township Community Organization.  Please keep an eye 
on the Facebook page “Newport Township Recreation Program” for 
updates.  Erin Fletcher chairs the program, assisted by Cathy     
Domashinski.  Hope to see everyone next year!   

John Zyla, Newport Township Police Commissioner, initiated a first for the 
municipality with an outdoor swearing-in ceremony for Thomas Mercandante 
as part-time police officer.  Shown above l to r are:  John Zyla, Township 
Manager Joseph Hillan, Officer Mercandante, and Police Chief Jeremy Blank. 



 

SIGNS OF THE (COVID 19) TIMES 
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2020 Census 
 

EVERYBODY COUNTS, INCLUDING YOU!  Please complete the 
2020 Census for yourself and encourage your family, friends,                    
neighbors, and colleagues to do the same. As of June 7th, Newport 
Township is currently at 56.8% response rate. The Census is more 
than just a survey. The Census data is a powerful tool that has a               
ripple effect on our community. Take a few moments and be counted! 
Help shape our future and take the 2020 Census. It is safe,                  
secure, and only takes a few minutes. You can do so by visiting the 
2020 census link on our web site www.newporttownship.org; by   
calling 1-844-330-2020; or by returning the documents mailed to 
you.  The 2020 Census will help inform how billions of dollars get 
distributed every year. We need an accurate count to ensure our               
region, county, and Township get its fair share of federal funding. 
Please complete your Census today! 
 

                                                                          Joseph Hillan 
                                                                          Township Manager 

 

Glen Lyon Railroad Street Drainage Project Completed 
 

The following letter was sent to Railroad Street residents: 
 

   Recently the long awaited improvements to the very dangerous     
Railroad Street Drainage culvert have been completed.  With the help 
of Senator John Yudichak, Representative Gerald Mullery, along with 
the Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority,  the Newport Township 
Board of Commissioners was able to secure over $300,000 to bring 
this project to fruition. The macadam walkway that has been installed 
(pictured above) is intended just for that purpose; it is not to be used 
for a parking or driving area. I am asking your help in enforcing these 
rules.  Avoiding parking and driving on the pavement will extend the 
life of the new macadam. Thank you for your cooperation in regards 
to this matter. 
 

                                                                             Joseph Hillan 
                                                                            Township Manager 
———————————————————————————— 

 

Check Out the Township’s Newly Designed Website! 
 

   Over the last few months, the Township’s website has undergone a 
complete transformation.  J.D. Verazin worked hard to make the web-
site more intuitive and easier to navigate.  The information from the 
previous website is still accessible.  The most important new features 
are a responsive design and the use of optimized templates for mobile 
(cell phones), desktops, and tablets. This means the website automati-
cally adapts to any device whenever it is opened by users around the 
world.  It is a work in progress, so more improvements will be made.  
New information is constantly being added and there are links to most 
Township organizations and the community calendar.  The latest 
guidelines on COVID 19 can be found on the home page.   
   The Township invites all residents to visit the website often at: 
www.newporttownship.org.   
 
    

Resident Makes Donation to Township Public Works 
 

   The Newport Board of Commissioners would like to thank                                                 
Mrs. Barbara Beggs, a resident of Sheatown, for her recent donation to 
the Department of Public Works (DPW).  After reading a recent article 
in this newsletter about the DPW seeking donations to purchase tools, 
Mrs. Beggs, a  realtor with ERA One Source Reality, decided to help. 
With the monetary contribution Barbara made, a DeWalt cordless impact 
gun was purchased. This tool will benefit the DPW employees.                           
Barbara’s donation is greatly appreciated.  
   Pictured above are: Barbara Beggs, resident; Jordan Sager, DPW; Paul 
Czapracki, Public Works Commissioner; and Joe Hillan, Township 
Manager.   
 

  Reminder to Keep Properties Clear 
 

     Summertime has arrived in Newport Township.  Residents are remind-
ed about some of the Sections of Ordinance No. 3 of 2018 (Quality of 
Life).  High grass and weeds, placement of indoor furniture outside of 
the home, placement of refuse and recycling containers on the front 
porch or visible from any public right of way are just a few of the viola-
tions residents should be aware of.  The full ordinance is available on 
our website www.newporttownship.org.  The main purpose of the ordi-
nance is to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of residents  
by helping to create a clean environment for the citizens of Newport 
Township.   
 

Primary Election 
 

     Because of the COVID 19 pandemic, the Commonwealth’s primary 
election was moved from April 28 to June 2.  Voting by mail proved to 
be a popular method of casting ballots.  Polling places in Newport 
Township’s two wards were changed to the Greater Nanticoke Area 
High School.  Election results for the Township were not available as of 
June 16 because provisional ballots were still being counted.  County 
wide in the presidential race, Donald Trump and Joe Biden were                   
declared winners for their respective party’s nominations.   
 
 
                                     Parks and Playgrounds Open  
 

    The Coal Street and Alden playgrounds and the Wanamie Recreation 
Park have opened.  They are available from early morning until dusk 
every day.  To prevent the spread of covid-19, it is requested that users 
practice social distancing of 10 feet from other people who may be                             
present. If that isn’t possible, face masks should be worn.  Please be 
safe! 
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News and Notices from the Township 



The Flora and Fauna of Newport Township  
 The Hummingbird 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Heidi and Paul  Jarecki ~  One late spring afternoon, we bought                    
pierogis from D’s Pierogies in Wanamie and as we walked out of the                  
kitchen onto the porch, we surprised a hummingbird feeding at one of 
the bird feeders in the yard.   We watched as the tiny bird took off 
and disappeared into the sunlight.  We couldn't help feeling that all 
was right with the world.  
   Hummingbirds are birds native to the Americas and constitute the 
biological family Trochilidae.  Trochilidae is nested within a larger 
group of birds, the order Caprimulgiformes.  This order includes 
hummers, swifts, and several families of nocturnal, cryptic birds such 
as potoos and nightjars. Most of these birds catch insects on the wing 
with short, wide beaks. All of the bird species in Caprimulgiformes 
seem to have descended from a common ancestor that lived sometime 
shortly after the dinosaurs went extinct 65 million years ago.  Primi-
tive hummingbirds split off from their cousins, the swifts, about 45 to 
55 million years ago. After the climate in Europe shifted from tropi-
cal to temperate, the family died out in mainland Europe, while other 
sunbirds, honeycreepers, or any other bird that feeds on nectar                
survived. The reason remains a mystery. Meanwhile, in the New 
World, hummingbirds expanded rapidly and furiously. Today they 
can be found wherever there are flowers to pollinate.  
 

Hummingbird Facts 
 

1. Hummingbirds cannot walk or hop, though their feet can be used 
to scoot sideways while they are perched. These birds have 
evolved smaller feet to be lighter for more efficient flying. 

2. Hummingbirds have 1,000 to 1,500 feathers, the fewest number 
of feathers of any bird species in the world. Not only do they not 
need as many feathers because of their tiny size, but fewer feath-
ers also keeps them more lightweight for easier flight. 

3. Roughly 25 to 30 percent of a hummingbird’s weight is in its 
pectoral muscles. These are the broad chest muscles principally 
responsible for flying. 

4. An average hummingbird’s heart rate is more than 1,200 beats 
per minute. In comparison, a human's average heart rate is only 
60 to 100 beats per minute at rest. 

5. Hummingbirds have no sense of smell but have very keen eye-
sight. 

6. Hummingbirds lay the smallest eggs of all birds. Their eggs 
measure less than 1/2 inch long but may represent as much as 10 
percent of the mother’s weight at the time the eggs are laid. A 
hummingbird egg is smaller than a jelly bean! 

7. A hummingbird must consume approximately one half of its 
weight in sugar daily, and the average hummingbird feeds five to 
eight times per hour. In addition to nectar, these birds also eat 
many small insects and spiders, and may also sip tree sap or juice 
from broken fruits. 

8. There are more than 325 unique hummingbird species in the 
world. Only eight species regularly breed in the United States, 
though up to two dozen species may visit the country or be              
reported as regular vagrants. The rest of the hummingbirds are 
primarily tropical species and do not regularly migrate. 

9. A hummingbird’s maximum forward flight speed is 30 miles per 
hour. These birds can reach up to 60 miles per hour in a dive, and 
hummingbirds have many adaptations for unique flight. 

10. A hummingbird’s wings beat between 50 and 200 flaps per               
second. 

11. The ruby-throated hummingbird flies 500 miles nonstop across the 
Gulf of Mexico during both its spring and fall migrations. 

12. The average lifespan of a wild hummingbird is three to 12 years. 
13. Despite their small size, hummingbirds are one of the most aggres-

sive bird species. They will regularly attack jays, crows, and hawks 
that infringe on their territory. 

14. They can hover in midair at flowers and feeders, and they’re the only 
birds that can fly backward. Their wings move in a figure-eight pat-
tern, which allows them to maneuver with ease. 

15. Hummingbirds sleep by putting themselves into a torpor (basically a        
coma) every night to save energy. Every morning they shiver them-
selves awake. If they didn’t get enough calories the day before, they 
don’t wake up.  

16.  The beak or bill on a hummingbird is longer in proportion to their 
body than other birds. This is so they can reach deep down into a 
tubular flower to get the nectar. A hummingbird's beak is not hol-
low. They do not sip nectar up like a straw. The beak or bill has an 
upper and lower portion, much like any other bird.  Hummingbirds 
have a joint in the upper jaw, just behind the upper beak called the 
maxilla.  This joint enables the maxilla to bend back toward the head 
slightly as the hummingbirds open their mouths. 

17. Nectar in flowers serves chiefly to attract pollinators, such as fruit-
eating bats, hummingbirds, sunbirds, and insects, such as bees.  
.Nectaries are usually located at the base of the flower stamens, 
which draw animal visitors into contact with the pollen to be trans-
ferred.  

 

Hummingbird Nectar Recipe 
 

Ingredients: Refined white sugar; water 
 

Directions for making safe hummingbird food: 

1. Mix 1 part sugar with 4 parts water (for example, 1 cup of sugar with 
4 cups of water) until the sugar is dissolved. 

2. Do not add red dye. 

3. Fill your hummingbird feeders with the sugar water and place out-
side. 

4. Extra sugar water can be stored in a refrigerator.   
Change feeders every other day and thoroughly clean them each time to 
prevent harmful mold growth. 
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Taste of the Township  
Corn 

 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~ 
Summer and eating corn on 
the cob go together naturally.  
Nothing tastes better than corn 
picked in the morning and 
eating it for supper that night.  
There are many stands selling 
fresh locally-grown corn in the 
Wyoming Valley from July 
through September.  
   Corn or maize (zea mays) 
was developed from a wild 

grass (Teosinte) which originally grew in Central America (southern 
Mexico) 7,000 years ago. The ancestral kernels of Teosinte looked 
very different from today's corn. These kernels were small and were 
not fused together like the kernels on the husked ear of early maize 
and modern corn. Over a period of thousands of years, Native Ameri-
cans purposefully transformed maize through special cultivation tech-
niques. By systematically collecting and cultivating those plants best 
suited for human consumption, Native Americans encouraged the 
formation of ears or cobs on early maize.  Tribes in southern New 
England harvested great amounts of maize and dried them in heaps 
upon mats. The drying piles of maize, usually two or three for each 
family, often contained from 12 to 20 bushels of the grain. Surplus 
maize would be stored in underground storage pits, ingeniously con-
structed and lined with grasses to prevent mildew or spoiling, for 
winter consumption. Crops developed by Native Americans quickly 
spread to other parts of the world.  It is grown in Canada,  Russia, and 
South America, with a corn crop maturing somewhere in the world 
nearly every month of the year. It is the most important crop in the 
United States and is a staple food in many places.  
   Although it is a major food in many parts of the world, corn is infe-
rior to other cereals in nutritional value. Its protein is of poor quality, 
and it is deficient in niacin. Diets in which it predominates often re-
sult in pellagra (niacin-deficiency disease). Its gluten (elastic protein) 
is of comparatively poor quality, and it is not used to produce leav-
ened bread. Given that corn flour is gluten-free, it cannot be used 
alone to make rising breads. In the United States corn is boiled or 
roasted on the cob, creamed, converted into hominy (hulled kernels) 
or meal, and cooked in corn puddings, mush, polenta, griddle cakes, 
cornbread, and scrapple. It is also used for popcorn, confections, and 
various manufactured cereal preparations. 
 

Corn Facts 
 

1.  The United States, the principal producer of corn, cultivates two 
main commercial types, Zea indurata (flint corn) and Z. indentata 
(dent corn). 
2.  The word “Maize” is a native word of the indigenous Taino people 
from the Caribbean meaning “sacred mother” or “giver of life.” 
3. The ear or cob is part of the flower, while the individual kernel is a 
seed. 
4. The average ear has 800 kernels in 16 rows. 
5. A cob will always have an even number of rows. 
6. There are over 3,500 different uses for corn products.   

7. Corn makes a good biofuel feedstock due to its starch content and rela-
tively easy conversion to ethanol.   
8. The grain is used as a major ingredient in many food items like                         
cereals, potato chips, cooking oil, and more. 
9. Even juices and soft drinks contain sweeteners made from the grain. A 
bushel (about 56 pounds) can sweeten 400 cans of soft drink. 
10. Corn can also be found in many non-food items such as fireworks, 
glue, paint, dyes, laundry detergent, soap, antibiotics, cosmetics, and in 
the production of plastics. 
11. Maize is also used as feed for livestock, poultry, and in pet food. 
12. In 2014, the United States produced 35% of the world’s maize, while 
China produced 21%. 
13. More than 90 million acres of land is dedicated to growing corn. 
14. The grain can be produced in many colors including black, blue-gray, 
purple, green, red, white and yellow. 
15. There are thousands of hybrids, but most fall into six general types, 
which are: dent, flint, pod, popcorn, flour, and sweet corn. 
16. On average, the stalk measures 8 to 10 feet tall.  However the height 
depends on the variety and the environment. 
17. The world record for the tallest stalk is over 33 feet. 
18. One acre of corn eliminates 8 tons of carbon dioxide from the air. 
19. Corn silks are actually tiny tubes where grains of pollen will land. 
The pollen will travel down the silk tube to the unfertilized ear inside the 
husk.   

Grilled Corn with Basil-Lemon Butter 
From Cook’s Illustrated All-Time Best Summer Cookout Recipes 

 

Butter: 6 tablespoons unsalted butter softened, 2 tablespoons minced 
fresh basil, 1 tablespoon minced fresh parsley, 1 teaspoon finely grated 
lemon zest, plus lemon wedges for serving, 1/2 teaspoon salt,                            
1/4 teaspoon pepper.   
Corn: 8 ears corn husks and silk removed, 2 tablespoons vegetable oil, 
salt and pepper, 1 (13 by 9-inch) disposable aluminum pan. 
Directions for butter: Combine butter, basil, parsley, lemon zest, salt 
and pepper in small bowl.  Transfer butter mixture to disposable pan.   
Directions for corn:  Brush corn evenly with oil and season with salt 
and pepper.  Cook corn over hot fire, turning occasionally until lightly 
charred on all sides 5 to 9 minutes.  Transfer corn to disposable pan and 
cover tightly with aluminum foil.  Place the disposable pan on the grill 
and cook corn, shaking pan frequently, until butter is sizzling, about 3 
minutes.  Remove pan from grill and remove foil, allowing steam to  
escape away from you.  Serve with lemon wedges, spooning butter in pan 
over individual ears.   
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  NEWPORT/GNA HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASS NEWS 

 

                                     Upcoming Reunions 
 

Class of 1960 The 60th reunion of the Class of 1960 was planned for 
Sunday, August 16 at the Berwick Golf Club.  At publication of this 
issue, the reunion may now take place in early October.  Please             
contact Miriam Charnogorsky Ross at 570-752-3706 for more infor-
mation.  Plans are tentative due to the uncertainty caused by the  
COVID-19 pandemic.   
 

Class of 1965  The 55th reunion of the Class of ‘65 planned for               
September 11-12, 2020  has been cancelled due to concerns over the 
current COVID-19 pandemic.  Plans are to hold the reunion next 
year.  Please send current addresses, email, and phone numbers to 
Mary Selecky, email maryselecky@yahoo.com;                                            
text 360-360-701-2389; land line 509-684-5378.  Stay tuned!   
 

Class of 1968  The Planning Committee for the Nanticoke/Newport 
Class of 1968 70th Birthday Gala Picnic, scheduled for June 6, 2020, 
is announcing the event has been cancelled. Due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 situation and the uncertainty of when we can return to a 
normal way of gathering, we will plan to meet again for our 55th year 
class reunion in 2023.  
 

GNA Class of 1970 The Nanticoke/Newport Class of 1970 is cele-
brating its 50th Reunion on Saturday, October 10, 2020 at the                   
Wyoming Valley Country Club, Hanover Township, PA from 6:00    
to 10:00 pm.  Cost of the event is $70.00 per person, which includes 
dinner, a DJ and open bar.  Jeans are not permitted by the Wyoming 
Valley Country Club.  A Dutch treat icebreaker will be held on              
Friday, October 9 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at Concrete City, 18 West 
Ridge Street, Nanticoke. On Sunday, October 11, 2020, a Mass will 
be held at 11:00 am at St. Faustina Church, Nanticoke in memory of 
our deceased classmates. If the event is cancelled due to circum-
stances beyond our control, all money will be refunded.   
  Address information is needed for the following classmates:              
Newport: Patricia Bacon, Nadine Bianco, Charles Dietrick, William 
Dietrick, Jane George, Diane Knorr, Richard Verchimak, Patricia 
Yukenavage.  Nanticoke: Elaine Dante, Karen Demski, Patricia                
Legins, Timothy Malone.  Any questions call Debbie at 570-814-
0745; JoAnne at 570-814-5271; or Sandie at  570-885-8517.  Check 
out the Nanticoke/Newport Class of 1970 Facebook Page.   
———————————————————————————— 

Save the Monarch Butterfly 
 

By Lorrie Materiewicz ~ Ahh…welcome summer! What a simple joy 
to be outdoors again, even though donning a mask under certain cir-
cumstances is now a part of everyday life. Nevertheless, the senses 
are heightened in summer…tastes of BBQ and sweet desserts, smells 
of cut grass and fragrant flowers, sounds of birds chirping and kids 
laughing, the feel of that same cut grass and maybe beach sand, and  
the sight of flowers in the garden, fireflies, and butterflies. Remember 
as a child seeing and chasing butterflies on a daily basis? Well, now 
for the sad news: in 2015 there were 30 million monarch butterflies 
that made the annual autumn migration from California south to 
winter in the heart of Mexico. Just four years later in 2019, there were 
only 50,000! Such a dramatic and devastating decline that the         
monarch butterfly is dangerously close to being placed on the                          
Endangered Species List.   
   The monarch’s decline is caused by habitat destruction due to ad-
vancing industrialization, construction, and drilling.  The widespread 
use of pesticides has decimated the milkweed crop which is the only 
plant upon which the monarch feeds throughout its caterpillar stage. 
However, there are ways in which you can help. I recently spoke with 
Glen Lyon resident Leslie Kamionka. She has been raising monarch 
butterflies for 5 years now. When I asked how she got started doing 
so, she replied that it was quite by accident. Leslie enjoys gardening, 
and 8 years ago she found caterpillars on her fennel plants. Upon in-
vestigation, she discovered they were black swallowtail butterfly 
caterpillars, and she began raising them.  She continued to do so 

for three years until she read of the decline of 
the monarchs.  Leslie researched raising them, 
purchased some milkweed, and began her cur-
rent venture, which she’s been at for the last 
five years. She has a 7-year-old son, Gabe, so I 
inquired if he helps her, and Leslie said he pre-
fers just to handle the caterpillars and to help 
with the releases. Though Leslie is not an inten-
sive record-keeper, she does keep track of how 
many adults she releases in a season, and last 
year she released over 200 adults! And that’s a 
great return for the effort!                                                       
    The process begins in June when the mon-
archs return to our area from Mexico, and lasts 
until the end of September/early October when 
they begin their migration south. Each genera-
tion lasts approximately 30 days from egg to 
adult. Leslie searches local milkweed (of which the township has plenty) 
as well as her own for the eggs, and this search can be somewhat tedious, 
for the eggs are white and tiny, only the size of a pinhead. The eggs need 
to stay on a milkweed leaf which should be kept moist at all times and 
placed in a container, lest the eggs hatch and the little caterpillars crawl 
away and be lost or eaten by a predator bird or spider. The egg stage lasts 
1-5 days. Next comes the larva stage, and this lasts 9-14 days.  Each 
stage or “instar” must be kept separate so the larger ones do not mistak-
enly consume the smaller ones, for caterpillars have ravenous appetites. 
All they do is eat and grow—2000% from egg size to final caterpillar 
size, so plenty of milkweed must be provided on a daily basis. Leslie 
places the “cats” in large mesh cages where they undergo metamorphosis 
to chrysalides (singular is chrysalis, also called a pupa). Initially the 
chrysalis is green with gold dots, about one inch long, and is suspended 
on the roof of the cage by silk thread made by the caterpillar in the pro-
cess of forming the chrysalis. Once formed, in 9-14 days (temperature-
dependent), the chrysalis turns black, and that means the butterfly will be 

born (or “eclose”) within 24 hours. It will then 
turn transparent, and you can actually see the 
monarch’s wings through the casing. It is usu-
ally in the early morning that the butterfly is 
born.  The birthing process takes about 20 sec-
onds, and  is awesome to behold.  It is incredi-
ble that, out of that one inch case comes a two-
inch-wide monarch!  It takes approximately 10 
minutes for the monarch to unfold and stretch 
its wings while holding onto the chrysalis, 
twisting and turning and stretching. Mean-
while, it is pumping fluid from its abdomen 
into its wings via its proboscis (feeding tube) 
which by now is unfurled. After about two 
hours of this, the monarch’s wings are dry, and 

it begins flitting about the cage, ready for its first flight. It can be released 
into the wild at any point from then on. 
   Leslie admits that the entire raising process is time-consuming, but 
releasing the monarchs is exhilarating and makes the effort well worth-
while.  She plans on continuing to do it. Leslie has also spawned this 
interest in others. Her aunt, Sally Billings, is in her second year of raising 
monarchs and is totally immersed in the process. Sally is a rather intense 
record keeper, and reports that, in her first year, she released 60                    
monarchs. That’s great for a first-timer! 
   If you would like to contribute to the effort, simply search the internet 
or visit the library; the resources at both are tremendous. However, one 
does not have to raise the butterflies to contribute; simply having a gar-
den to host butterflies is a great aid to their survival. Some of the plants 
these wondrous pollinators enjoy and are attracted to are: Sedum Autumn 
Joy, salvia, zinnias, asters, black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia), monarda (bee 
balm), coneflower, pentas, tickseed (coreopsis), phlox, lantana, verbena, 
goldenrod, liatris, butterfly bush, butterfly weed, and of course, milk-
weed, of which there are many varieties. Also, providing a flat stone or a 
birdbath is helpful because they just like to rest for a few moments in the 
sun. The reward for your efforts will be the sightings of many pollinators 
such as various butterflies (including the monarch), bees, and even hum-
mingbirds. So please help Save the Monarchs. 
   Thank you and God Bless! 
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Leslie Kamionka  



 

Food Distribution Held in Wanamie Park 
 

By Sue Heinz ~ Saturday, May 16 was a beautiful day in Newport Township. 
The sun was shining bright, mild breeze blowing, temperature in the low 70's, 
some fluffy white clouds were drifting by and down at the Wanamie Recrea-
tion Park a group of individuals worked together to distribute food to more 
than 175 local families in need. Since Governor Wolf put the stay-in-place 
and social distancing order into effect in mid March, the monthly food bank 
at the Glen Lyon American Legion had to be cancelled for March and April. 
Knowing how the closure of non-essential businesses and schools was affect-
ing the people who depend on the monthly food bank, a group of caring indi-
viduals decided to host a drive-thru CEO/Weinberg Northeast Regional Food 
Bank food distribution for local families. This distribution was not sponsored 
by any group or organization within the township, just a few families working 
together while practicing social distancing to help their neighbors. Pre-packed 
boxes of canned vegetables, fruit, beef, tuna, pasta, oatmeal squares, rice, dry 
milk and soft taco wraps were given to the families along with frozen orange 
juice, peaches, chicken strips, apples, green beans, oranges and potatoes. All 
volunteers giving out food followed CDC guidelines by wearing masks and 
gloves.  Recipients were asked to stay in their vehicles, keep the windows 
up after registration, and pop their trunks.   The majority of the food recip-  
 
 
 
 
Kayleigh Saraka, Sue Heinz, Sierra Williams, Val and Keith Bartle Jackson 
Bartle, Heidi and Paul Jarecki, Linda Zyla, Christy Emelett, Lorrie Ma-
terewicz and John Vishnefski. Even though she was quarantined with her 
family in Florida, Palmira Miller assisted with  emails, and phone calls. The 
volunteers would like to thank Joe Hillan,Township Manager, and the New-
port Township Commissioners who allowed us to open up the Rec Park for 
this food distribution.  A  special thank you to the people who insured that we 
had a safe, accident free  giveaway, the Newport Township Fire Police. They 
didn't hesitate to offer their services when told what was planned. Taking part 
were Len Paczkowski, Bob Shemanski, Ron Jones,, Ron Womelsdorf, David 
Namowicz, Ray Tunney, Fred Kraft Sr, Freddy Kraft Jr and Kaitlyn Pegarel-
la, Volunteer Junior Fireman/ Nanticoke Fire Department. Due to Covid 19, 
none of us know when the indoor Legion Food Bank can be held again. Eve-
rything depends upon State and CDC guidelines. Hopefully if there can't be 
an indoor food bank this summer  another drive-by food distribution can be 
held.  We consider this first one to be a success both for the recipients and for 
the volunteers. It WAS a beautiful day in Newport Township. 
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HELPING HANDS IN THE TOWNSHIP 

Food Baskets Presented to Township Workers   Spearheaded by Krissy Blank, Secretary (shown middle in above pictures), the 
Newport Township Crime Watch donated baskets of food and cases of bottled water to all Township departments: the Police, the Fire-Police, the 
Street Department, the Fire Department, the Newport Sewer Authority, and the Township Office.   Crime Watch recognizes these workers for 
keeping the Township operating under difficult circumstances caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you!   

 
ients were from Newport Township, but there were also peo-
ple from Nanticoke, Mocanaqua, Shickshinny and Kingston.  
   It was very nice to see our friends from the Legion even if 
we had to communicate through a closed window. The volun-
teers who took part were: Amy and Dave Saraka, Kayleigh 
Saraka, Sue Heinz, Sierra Williams, Val and Keith Bartle, 
Jackson Bartle, Heidi and Paul Jarecki, Linda Zyla, Christy 
Emelett, Lorrie Materewicz and Jack Vishnefski.  Even 
though she was quarantined with her family in Florida,                   
Palmira Miller assisted with emails and phone calls.  
   The volunteers would like to thank Joe Hillan, Township 
Manager, and the Newport Township Commissioners who 
allowed us to open the Recreation Park for this food distribu-
tion.  A special thank you goes to the people who insured that 
we had a safe, accident-free giveaway, the Newport Town-
ship Fire Police. They didn't hesitate to offer their services 
when told what was planned. Taking part were Len                    
Paczkowski, Bob Shemanski, Ron Jones, Ron Womelsdorf, 
David Namowicz, Roy Tinney, Fred Kraft Sr., Fred Kraft Jr., 
and Kaitlyn Pegarella, volunteer Junior Fireman with the          
Nanticoke Fire Department.  
   Due to COVID 19, it is not known when the indoor Legion 
Food Bank can be held again. Everything depends upon State 
and CDC guidelines. It is hoped that if there can't be an                
indoor food bank this summer, another drive-thru food          
distribution can be held.  The volunteers consider this first 
one to be a success both for the recipients and for the volun-
teers. It WAS a beautiful day in Newport Township! 

 

2020 All-Newport Reunion Cancelled  

This annual reunion held on Columbus Day weekend is open 
to anyone who attended Newport Township schools during 
the time of their existence. However, due to the uncertainty of 
whether large gatherings can safely take place because of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, the reunion has been cancelled for this 
year.  The Committee looks forward to planning one for next 
year.  Please contact Phoebe Hillan at 570-736-6798 for in-
formation.  Anyone wishing to be added to the mailing list is 
asked to contact Heidi and Paul Jarecki, 28 West Main Street, 
Glen Lyon, PA 18617; phone number 570-733-2540; email 
hselecky@pa.metrocast.net.  Hope to see everyone in 2021! 



Obituaries 
 

By Tom Kashatus ~ These obituaries are in reference to individuals 
who have ties to Newport Township and/or Newport Township High 
School. The obituaries are published in abbreviated form due to lim-
ited space; thusly, a more complete obituary can be found on our web 
site, www.newporttownship.com. There is also a link leading to the 
original newspaper obituary or that of the funeral home. Your com-
ments are always welcome; and, if someone is missed, please notify 
this writer at tomkashatus@gmail.com or call (570) 736-6981. 
 

HROBAK, Robert L., 82, of Wanamie, passed away December 4, 
2019.  Robert was born on May 27, 1937.  He was a graduate of                  
Newport Township High School Class of 1955 and was a US Army 
veteran. 
 

TAMBURINO, Elizabeth J. “Betty” (nee Kanyuck), 95, of North 
Brunswick, NJ and formerly of Glen Lyon, passed away December 25, 
2019.  Born in Glen Lyon on January 16, 1924, and raised in Glen 
Lyon, Betty was a graduate of Newport Township High School Class 
of 1941.   
 

KOCIBAN, Henrietta T. (nee Brudnicki), 90, of Glen Lyon, passed 
away March 5, 2020.  Henrietta was born in Nanticoke.   
 

LADAMUS, Maureen, 59, of Glen Lyon, passed away February 28, 
2020 in Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical Center. 
 

BOPP, Harley Nicole.18, of Glen Lyon, passed away Friday, March 6, 
2020.  Harley was born on November 9, 2001 in Round Rock, TX.  
She was a senior at Greater Nanticoke Area High School.    
 

PUCCI, Enrico “Rick,” 88, of Nanticoke, and formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away March 17, 2020.  Rick was born on February 6, 1932 and 
raised in Glen Lyon.  He was a graduate of Newport Township High 
School Class of 1949.    
 

PRIMATIC, Agesino, Sr., 81, of New Jersey passed away March 19, 
2020.  A-G was the husband of Jean (Sudol) Primatic, formerly of 
Mocanaqua and graduate of Newport Township High School Class of 
1961.   
 

WASHINGTON, Thomas A., 81, of Mocanaqua, died January 16, 
2020. He was predeceased by his wife of 58 years, Theresa 
(Mieczkowski) Washington, a graduate of Newport Township High 
School Class of 1959. 
 

KANYUCK, Ruth M. (nee Siekmann), 94, formerly of Sheatown, 
died March 24, 2020.  Ruth was predeceased by her husband of 53 
years, Calvin Kanyuck, a graduate of Newport Township High School 
Class of 1944.     
 

MITCHELL, Elizabeth (nee Womelsdorf), 97, passed away March 
29, 2020.  Elizabeth was born in Wanamie on January 23, 1923 and 
raised in Wanamie.  She was a graduate of Newport Township High 
School Class of 1940.   
 

SABALESKY, Josephine R. (nee Butka), 87, formerly of Glen Lyon 
and Kingston, passed away March 30, 2020.  Josephine was born in 
Glen Lyon on August 7, 1932 and raised in Glen Lyon.  She was a 
graduate of Newport Township High School Class of 1950.   
 

PLOCICKI, Leo Jr., 75, of Wanamie, passed away April 2, 2020.  
Leo was born October 4, 1944, in Nanticoke.  Leo was a Sergeant in 
the US Army Signal Corps during the Vietnam War and a recipient of 
the Army Commendation Medal.   
 

JONES, Diane L. (nee Roushey), 61, of Honey Pot, and formerly of 
Wanamie, passed away April 2, 2020.  Diane was born and raised in 
Wanamie.  She was a graduate of John S. Fine High School Class of 
1977.   
 

HOFFMAN, Jane Mary (nee Ritchie), 82, of Nanticoke, and formerly 
of Alden, passed away April 2, 2020.  Jane was born on May 7, 1937 
and raised in Alden.  She was a graduate of Newport Township High 
School Class of 1955 and the Philadelphia General School of Nursing. 
 

RINEHIMER, Dolores M. (nee Jones), 92, died April 3, 2020.  
Dolores was born on March 20, 1928, in Slocum Township and raised 
in Slocum Township.  She was a graduate of Newport Township High 
School Class of 1945.     
 

LAPINSKI, David Stanley, 76, of Parlin, NJ, passed away April 7, 
2020.  David was born in Mocanaqua on August 31, 1943 and raised in 
Mocanaqua.  He was a graduate of Newport Township High School 
Class of 1961.     
 

VIETZ, Beverly J. (nee Ottensman), 81, of Sheatown, passed away 
April 8, 2020.  Beverly was born on November 4, 1938 and raised in 
Sheatown.  She was a graduate of Newport Township High School 
Class of 1956. 
 

ARNDT, Marie A. (nee Mishloski), 71, of Shickshinny, passed away 
April 8, 2020. Marie was born December 29, 1946 in Mocanaqua, 
where she was raised.  She was a graduate of Newport Township High 
School Class of 1967.   
 

CONNER, Doris J., 84, of Wilkes Barre, passed away April 16, 2020.  
Doris had been a member of the NTCO . 
 

DeLUCA, Theodore, 92, of Londonderry Township, PA, passed away 
April 6, 2020.  Ted was born in Glen Lyon . He was a graduate of New-
port Township High School. Ted was a World War II Navy Veteran, 
later employed as a foreman at Olmsted Air Force Base, and retired as 
an Equipment Specialist Supervisor from the Navy Ships Parts Center 
in Hampden Township.    
 

MURPHY, Dennis, 79, of Tunkhannock, formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away April 25, 2020.  Dennis was born on January 26, 1941 and  
raised in Glen Lyon.  He attended Newport Township schools and was 
a US Army veteran serving during the Vietnam War.   
 

BONIKOWSKI, Robert J., 70, of Hazleton, formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away April 22, 2020.  Robert was born on July 8, 1949 and 
raised in Glen Lyon.  He attended Newport Township High School and 
was a veteran of the US Navy and served during the Vietnam War.   
 

BROCKI, Henry, 98, long time resident of Sheatown, passed away 
May 1, 2020.  Henry was born on May 4, 1921 in Wanamie and was a 
graduate of Newport Township High School Class of 1939.  Henry was 
a veteran of the US Navy Air Force during World War II serving as a 
gunner on an anti-submarine airplane.  He was shot down in the North 
Sea and was hospitalized for about one year.  He was a labor leader for 
the United Mine Workers of America, and a school director for the 
Newport-Conyngham Township School District.  He was an active 
member of the Jeffries-Slapikas American Legion Post 971 of              
Wanamie for over 73 years.  He received a special national citation for 
70 years American Legion service in 2017, along with an American 
flag which was flown over the Capitol in Washington D.C.   
 

DOMZALSKI, Edward C., 87, of Dallas, formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away May 1, 2020.  Ed was born and raised in Glen Lyon.  He 
was a graduate of Newport Township High School Class of 1952.  He 
was a veteran of the US Coast Guard.  He was employed in Human 
Resources for Kanaar Corporation, Interstate Brands Dolly Madison 
(formerly Blue Ribbon Bakery of Kingston) and retired from Reilly 
Finishing in Sheatown.   
 

MOLECAVAGE, Charles “Chuck,” 68, of Glen Lyon passed away 
May 7, 2020.   He was born in Kingston on June 19, 1951.  He was a 
long time active member of the Newport Township Lions Club and 
volunteer with the Newport Township Little League as an officer and 
coach.   
 

FOGERTY, Leslie Ann (nee Noss), 59, formerly of Glen Lyon, passed 
away April 27, 2020.  She was born on July 28, 1960 and raised in 
Glen Lyon.  She attended Greater Nanticoke Area schools.   
 

SCARBOROUGH, Alice Jane (nee Cherrie), 88, of Greenville, SC, 
formerly of Sheatown and Titusville, FL, passed away March 30, 2019. 
Alice was born in Sheatown, where she was raised.  She was a graduate 
of Newport Township High School Class of 1948 and Penn State     
University.   
 

LULEWICZ, Bernadine (nee Ladishak), 90, formerly of Glen Lyon 
and Hanover Township, died  April 18, 2020.  Bernadine was born and 
raised in Glen Lyon . She was a graduate of Newport Township High 
School Class of 1947. 
 

                                                              (Continued on next page) 
                                                                            
 
 
 
(30) 
HAUGHNEY, Martha Kathryn “Kathy,” of Port Orange, FL. formerly 
of Sheatown, passed away Tuesday, January 14, 2020.  “Kathy” was 
born in Wilkes Barre, raised in Sheatown; and she was the daughter of 
the late Emmet and Martha Haughney.  She attended Newport Town-
ship schools and was a graduate of John S. Fine High School class of 
“70” of the Greater Nanticoke Area School District, Duquene Universi-
ty with a degree in Languages; and George Washington University with 
a Master’s Degree in International Studies.  Upon entering the US Na-
vy, Lieutenant Haughney served as a language specialist, taught Rus-
sian Studies at the US Naval Academy, served at the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency in the Pentagon, and served on special assignment at 
Garmish, Germany.  She retired as a Civil Servant after a career per-
forming special assignments within the Department of Navy.  Through-
out her life, Kathy was very active in the field of Arts.  She is survived 
by her brothers, Bob Haughney of Henderson, NV and Maui, HI; and 
Terry Haughney of San Antonio, TX.  Interment was held at the Florida 
National Cemetery, Bushnell, FL. 
 
(31) 
SUGALSKI, Leonard Paul, 88, of Cleveland, TN, and formerly of Glen 
Lyon, passed away Monday, April 20, 2020.  Leonard was born in Glen 
Lyon on June 16, 1935, raised in Glen Lyon, and he was the son of the 
late Bolish and Celia (Turek) Sugalski.  He was a graduate of Newport 
Township High School class of “49,” Bloomsburg College, and New-
ark University, NJ.  He retired as a teacher with the Jersey City School 
System.  Leonard is survived by his wife of 70 years, Dolores 
“Dee” (Babetski) Sugalski 
 
(32)            
      CRISLER, Laverne A. (nee Frankiewicz), 
84, of Alden passed away Wednesday, May 20, 2020.  Laverne was 
born on August 16, 1935, was   raised in Alden, and she was the daugh-
ter of the late Andrew and Rose (Shum) Frankiewicz.  She was a gradu-
ate of Newport Township High School class of “53.”  She had been 
employed as a secretary to the Nanticoke Area District Magistrate and 
worked as a Merchandising Representative for a number of local stores.  
Laverne is survived by her husband of 57 years, Paul Crisler; sisters, 
Emily Feeley and Norma Roche; and children, Christopher Crisler and 
Colleen Thomas of Alden.   
 
(33) 
GAMULKA, Edward “Yogi,” 80, of the Lyndwood section of Hanover 
Township, and formerly of Glen Lyon, passed away Sunday, May 3, 
2020.  “Yogi” was born in Glen Lyon on May 22, 1939, raised in Glen 
Lyon, and attended Newport Township schools prior to residing in 
Hanover Township and graduating from Hanover Township High 
School.  He had been employed by Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authori-
ty 
  
(34) 
GRETKOWSKI, Walter E., 80, of Plymouth, and formerly of Glen 
Lyon, passed away Friday, May 29, 2020.  Walter was born on May 25, 
1940, raised in Glen Lyon, and he was the son of the late Walter and 
Mary Gretkowski.  He was a graduate of Newport Township High 
School class of “58.”   He was a US Army veteran with service in Ger-
many.  He was predeceased by his wife, June, of 47 years.   
 
(35) 
KOWALSKI, Marie T. (nee Sowa), 87, of Allentown, and formerly of 
Sheatown, passed away Friday, May 29, 2020.  Marie was born on July 
31, 1932 in Sheatown, raised in Sheatown, and she was the daughter of 
the late Michael and Catherine (Bobowski) Sowa.  She was a graduate 
of Newport Township High School class of “50.”  Marie was employed 
by Keystone Specialty Company of Nanticoke, RCA Corporation of 
Mountain Top, the Hershey Creamery Company, and Holi-Décor of 
Allentown.  Marie was predeceased by her husband of fifty five years, 
“Johnny” J. Kowalski; sisters, Helen and Ann; and brothers, Joseph, 
Stanley, and Edward.  She is survived by her children, John Kowalski. 
Maria Floryshak (husband, Dan); Julie Nichols; and Joel Kowalski; 
brother, Walter (wife, Marie); and sisters, Hedwig Ruminski and The-
resa Sowa of Sheatown.   
 
(37) 
NEALON, Joseph M. Jr., 58, of Hanover Green of Hanover Township, 
passed away Saturday, May 30, 2020.  Joseph was born in Wilkes 
Barre on March 20, 1962, and he was the son of the late Joseph M. and 
Judith (Wilkie) Nealon.  He was employed by the Newport Township 
Fire Department as a Fire Truck Driver and had been employed by the 
Newport Township Fireman’s Ambulance.  He was a member of the 
Glen Lyon-Alden Volunteer Hose Company.   
 
(38) 
GIZARA, Joseph J., 72, of Amelia, OH, and formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away on May 29, 2020.  Joseph was born in Luzerne County on 
December 16, 1947, raised in Glen Lyon, and he was the son of the late 
Joseph and Ann (Prushinski) Gizara.  He was a graduate of Newport 
Township High School class of “65.”  Joseph was a veteran of the US 
Navy and worked in the plastics industry, retireing from Proto-Cast, 
LLC as a managing director.  Joe is survived by his wife of 49 years, 
Josette (Bwyskal) Gizara; brother, Paul Gizara; and twin sister, Barbara 
Pelak of Dallas  
 
(39) 
SHERRICK, Susan M. (nee Konczynski), 71, of Wapwallopen, passed 
away Thursday, June 4, 2020.  Susan was born on March 27, 1949.  
She was the daughter of the late Henry and Irene (Yarmonchik) 
Konczynski.  She was a graduate of Newport Township High School 
class of “68.”  She retired as a Nurse’s Aide from Birchwood Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center in Nanticoke.  Susan is survived by her hus-
band of 51 years, Stanley P. Sherrick.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Refused printing of obituary 
TRASK, Patricia (nee Chapracki), 79, of _____________, formerly of 
Glen Lyon, passed away on (month, day, 2020, at 
_____________________.  Patricia was born on (month, day, year), 
raised in Glen Lyon; and she was the daughter of the late Chester and 
(mom first name [maiden name]),  She was a graduate of Newport 
Township High School class of “59.”  Other education………..  Retired 
from ……………..  Besides her parents, Patricia was predeceased by, 
husband, brothers and/or sisters.  She is survived by children (first & 
last name) & spouse’s first name); and brothers & sisters [(first & last 
name) & spouse’s first name].  Arrangements were made 
with…………..and interment was at ………………………….  
    
 
Refused printing of obituary 
ZORANSKY, Bernard “Zeke”,     
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DOWNS, Rosalie (nee Salva), 81, of Fredericksburg, VA passed 
away.  Rosalie was born and raised in Glen Lyon and was a                    
graduate of Newport Township High School Class of 1956.  She 
was the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Edward  “Sid” Salva.   
 

HAUGHNEY, Martha Kathryn “Kathy,” of Port Orange, FL,                   
formerly of Sheatown, passed away January 14, 2020. She attended 
Newport Township schools and was a graduate of John S. Fine 
High School Class of 1970, Duquesne University with a degree in 
Languages; and George Washington University with a Master’s 
Degree in International Studies.  Upon entering the US Navy,     
Lieutenant Haughney served as a language specialist, taught                  
Russian Studies at the US Naval Academy, served at the Defense 
Intelligence Agency in the Pentagon, and was on special assign-
ment at Garmish, Germany.  She retired as a civil servant after a 
career with the Department of the Navy.   
 

SUGALSKI, Leonard Paul, 88, of Cleveland, TN, and formerly of 
Glen Lyon, passed away Monday, April 20, 2020.  Leonard was 
born in Glen Lyon on June 16, 1935 where he was raised.  He was a 
graduate of Newport Township High School Class of 1949.   
    

CRISLER, Laverne A. (nee Frankiewicz), 84, of Alden passed 
away May 20, 2020.  Laverne was born on August 16, 1935 and  
was raised in Alden.  She was a graduate of Newport Township 
High School Class of 1953. 
 

GAMULKA, Edward “Yogi,” 80, of the Lyndwood section of 
Hanover Township and formerly of Glen Lyon, passed away May 
3, 2020.  Yogi was born in Glen Lyon on May 22, 1939, raised in 
Glen Lyon, and attended Newport Township schools prior to                   
residing in Hanover Township.  He graduated from Hanover   
Township High School.    
 

GRETKOWSKI, Walter E., 80, of Plymouth, and formerly of 
Glen Lyon, passed away May 29, 2020.  Walter was born on May 
25, 1940 and  raised in Glen Lyon,. He was a graduate of Newport 
Township High School Class of 1958.  He was a US Army veteran 
with service in Germany.   
 

KOWALSKI, Marie T. (nee Sowa), 87, of Allentown, and                       
formerly of Sheatown, passed away May 29, 2020.  Marie was born 
on July 31, 1932 in Sheatown where she was raised.  She was a                      
graduate of Newport Township High School Class of 1950.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KOWALSKI, Marie T. (nee Sowa), 87, of Allentown, and formerly 
of Sheatown, passed away May 29, 2020.  Marie was born on July 
31, 1932 in Sheatown, raised in Sheatown, and she was the daughter 
of the late Michael and Catherine (Bobowski) Sowa.  She was a grad-
uate of Newport Township High School class of “50.”  Marie was 
employed by Keystone Specialty Company of Nanticoke, RCA Cor-
poration of Mountain Top, the Hershey Creamery Company, and 
Holi-Décor of Allentown.  Marie was predeceased by her husband of 
fifty five years, “Johnny” J. Kowalski; sisters, Helen and Ann; and 
brothers, Joseph, Stanley, and Edward.  She is survived by her chil-
dren, John Kowalski. Maria Floryshak (husband, Dan); Julie Nichols; 
and Joel Kowalski; brother, Walter (wife, Marie); and sisters, Hedwig 
Ruminski and Theresa Sowa of Sheatown.   
 
(37) 
NEALON, Joseph M. Jr., 58, of Hanover Green of Hanover Town-
ship, passed away Saturday, May 30, 2020.  Joseph was born in 
Wilkes Barre on March 20, 1962, and he was the son of the late Jo-
seph M. and Judith (Wilkie) Nealon.  He was employed by the New-
port Township Fire Department as a Fire Truck Driver and had been 
employed by the Newport Township Fireman’s Ambulance.  He was 
a member of the Glen Lyon-Alden Volunteer Hose Company.   
 
(38) 
GIZARA, Joseph J., 72, of Amelia, OH, and formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away on May 29, 2020.  Joseph was born in Luzerne County 
on December 16, 1947, raised in Glen Lyon, and he was the son of 
the late Joseph and Ann (Prushinski) Gizara.  He was a graduate of 
Newport Township High School class of “65.”  Joseph was a veteran 
of the US Navy and worked in the plastics industry, retireing from 
Proto-Cast, LLC as a managing director.  Joe is survived by his wife 
of 49 years, Josette (Bwyskal) Gizara; brother, Paul Gizara; and twin 
sister, Barbara Pelak of Dallas  
 
(39) 
SHERRICK, Susan M. (nee Konczynski), 71, of Wapwallopen, 
passed away Thursday, June 4, 2020.  Susan was born on March 27, 
1949.  She was the daughter of the late Henry and Irene 

 

NEALON, Joseph M. Jr., 58, of Hanover Green  passed away May 
30, 2020.  Joseph was born in Wilkes Barre on March 20, 1962. He 
was employed by the Newport Township Fire Department as a Fire 
Truck Driver and had been employed by the Newport Township              
Fireman’s Ambulance.  He was a member of the Glen Lyon-Alden 
Volunteer Hose Company.   
 

GIZARA, Joseph J., 72, of Amelia, OH, and formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away on May 29, 2020.  Joseph was born in Luzerne County 
on December 16, 1947 and raised in Glen Lyon. He was a graduate of 
Newport Township High School Class of 1965.  Joe was a veteran of 
the US Navy. 
 

SHERRICK, Susan M. (nee Konczynski), 71, of Wapwallopen, 
passed away Thursday, June 4, 2020.  Susan was born on March 27, 
1949.  She was a graduate of Newport Township High School Class 
of 1968.   
 

 LUZENSKI, John, 85, of Gulfport, FL, formerly of Center                    
Valley, PA, passed away May 13, 2020, in Pasadena, FL.  He was the 
husband of Audrey (Maxey) Luzenski who was born and raised in 
Glen Lyon and a graduate of Newport Township High School Class 
of 1956.  John was a graduate of Nanticoke High School and Lehigh 
University.  He was a veteran of the US Navy and retired from 
PPL.  John and Audrey were married for 61 years. 
  



Goin’ to the Movies 
 

By Paul Gregory ~ It was the early-to-mid 1950s. There was no   
Internet, computer games, or large screen TV. So what were we kids 
to do with our free time? A previous article that appeared in the New-
port Township Community News Spring 2020 issue, “Empty Lots 
and Street Corners,” talked about what we kids did prior to the elec-
tronic age. Believe it or not, we had a lot of fun making up and play-
ing all sorts of games.  Another important activity and highlight of 
our week was going to the movies, especially the Saturday afternoon 
matinee at the Family Theater. Would you believe that Glen Lyon 
had a movie theater, and in fact, at one time there were two theaters.  
The Newport Theater, located on the west side of Glen Lyon, and the 
Family Theater on the “other side”. (If you lived on the east side of 
town then the Newport Theater was on the “other side.”  The other 
side of what you may ask?  The breaker of course!) 
   The Newport Theater located at 70 West Main Street had an outside 
ticket booth. It also had a balcony and two bowling alleys in the base-
ment . We did see some shows at the Newport usually with our par-
ents because we were too young to go by ourselves. The Newport 
closed in the late 1940’s. 
   The Family Theater, which we went to as kids, was located at 51 
East Main Street and stayed open till the late 50’s. Tuesday night was 
adult night at the Family because that’s when they gave free dishes 
and showed “mushy” films. We kids went to the Saturday Matinee, 
when they showed the “really good” movies!  
   It was so much fun when our parents allowed us to go to the movies 
with our friends without adult supervision. Those of us on the west 
side of Glen Lyon would meet up somewhere to begin our trek to the 
show. Anticipation of going was building all week. We talked about 
it in school, planned who was going, what goodies we would buy, 
and anticipated the movie.  Our movie discussion was based on what 
we knew about the upcoming movie from the previews, the bills on 
the theater, or what we knew or assumed about the hero. Some of our 
favorites were cowboy movies, adventure shows, cops and robbers, 
and comedies. 
   Saturday afternoon around two o’clock was the anxiously anticipat-
ed time. We woke up Saturday morning, washed, ate breakfast and 
watched the clock move ever so slowly. We were so happy when the 
time finally arrived to meet our friends and hike to the Family Thea-
ter. Our parents handed us a whole quarter, twenty five cents, with 
the usually warnings: be careful, look both ways when crossing the 
streets, don’t talk to strangers, don’t eat too much junk because you’ll 
spoil your appetite, and come right home after the movie. The cost of 
a ticket was sixteen cents, with nine cents left over for candy or pop 
corn. Candy bars at the movie were five cents, leaving four cents for 
penny candy on the way to the movie or home after the show. On the 
way to the movies we occasionally stopped at Fischer’s Store at the 
corner of Main and Market for penny candy or on special occasions 
when they made their own five-cent lollipops. The lollipops 
looked like a dipper with a popsicle stick to hold it with.  There  

 

 
were many different flavors, but most importantly they lasted a long 
time. After leaving Fischer’s, we walked past Ma Malarchik’s malt shop 
(probably the first location of M & B’s), past the pump house that 
pumped orange sulfur water from the mines, under the trestle, across 
Rock Street and past Roosevelt School which we attended in the fifth and 
sixth grades. This is where we also got to know many kids from the 
“other side.”  At the top of the hill we would see the Family Theater and 
how long the line was to get in. We were close and the anticipation grew. 
The ticket booth was inside the lobby of the movie house. We paid our 
sixteen cents for a ticket and with our change we went to the candy coun-
ter (if we didn’t already spend it at Fischer’s).   Favorites were Dots, 
Black Crows, Jujubes, Sugar Daddies, and Turkish Taffy. The Turkish 
Taffy was vanilla flavored and initially hard, but most importantly, lasted 
a long time. Jujubes were small, hard fruit flavored bites that were espe-
cially good for throwing on the wooden floor under the seats just in case 
we got bored! Doing that was risky because if caught, we would get 
kicked out of the theater. And, of course, somehow our parents knew 
what happened before we got home. 
   At the start time and after some foot stomping, the show finally began. 
It started with the “Previews of Coming Attractions.” Of course we 
watched the Previews because we needed to find out what was playing 
for next week’s matinee. Then there was the Newsreel. During the early 
and mid-50s, the news was about the Korean War, the Cold War, the new 
Queen, or some of our favorite sports figures. Most of the news was  
boring to us unless it was about a baseball game or baseball heroics. We 
would see heroics such as Don Larson’s perfect game announced by Mel 
Allen, Willie Mays or Mickey Mantle hitting a home run, or Robin              
Roberts of the Phillies having another 20 game or more winning season. 
While some of these we watched on TV, it was also a thrill to see it on 
the big screen. This would lead to animated discussions on the way home 
as to who was better, Mays or Mantle.  Some of us old timers still have 
that discussion today! 
   Then the real stuff started, usually a cartoon or a “short subject.” Some 
of our favorites included Donald Duck, Porky Pig, Bugs Bunny, Woody 
Woodpecker, Tom and Jerry, etc. The cartoons increased our elation and 
were usually enjoyed by all. The “short subject” might have been a slap-
stick comedy such as The Three Stooges or Joe McDoakes (also known 
as The Behind the Eight Ball series).  Sometimes there were sing-alongs 
where the audience followed the bouncing ball above the lyrics.  The 
Stooges were more fun. In fact, many of us still watch the Three Stooges 
when reruns are shown on TV. And they are still funny.  
   Then there was the weekly serial, or as sometimes we called them, the 
“chapters.”  Some of our favorites included Rocket Man, Captain Marvel 
(Shazam), Superman, Zorro, and Tarzan, King of the Jungle.  Another 
favorite was the Vigilante, a cowboy who was the fighting hero of the 
West. The heroes and heroines in these serials were the good guys, who 
fought the criminal intrigues plotted by the bad guys. The bad guys con-
jured up plans to rob or destroy innocent people, take over property or 
conquer the world using all sorts of devious schemes, scientific devices 
and advanced weapons. They tried to destroy the heroes who got in their 
way. There were car chases, fist fights,    (Continued on next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 horrific explosions. The  
 
 
 
seri als exaggerated all of the events making them more exciting. At the 
end of each weekly chapter the hero would be in seemingly inescapable 
trouble, with no way out. The next weekly episode had to be seen. How 
did  
 
 
 
 
he or she escape? We were compelled to go to next week’s matinee just 
to see how the hero saved his/her life or the lives of others. The hero al-
ways found clever ways to get out of each weekly predicament, until at 
the end of the serial, the very last chapter, all the bad guys were finally 
captured and ended up in jail. 
Then, at last, the feature show, and sometimes a double feature! Some of 
our favorites were Cowboy movies (we did not call them Westerns) star-
ring heroes such as Roy Rogers, Hopalong Cassidy, The Cisco Kid, The 
Red Rider, or The lone Ranger. John Wayne was also a favorite starring 
in cowboy movies such as She Wore a Yellow Ribbon , Rio Grande, or 
Red River.  John Wayne also starred in some classic war movies includ-
ing Sands of Iwo Jima and Flying Tigers. Some of these movies were 
made prior to the 1950’s and rerun at the Family, but who cared. We also 
enjoyed comedies such as Abbott and Costello, Martin and Lewis, or 
Bob Hope.  One of our Abbot and Costello favorites was The Naughty 
Nineties, because it had the classic "Who's on First?" routine. That film is 
in the Baseball Hall of Fame. Other favorites were Buck Privates co-
starring the Andrew Sisters and Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein, 
co-starring Bela Lugosi and Lon Chaney Jr. There were many more mov-
ies that we enjoyed, too numerous to mention here. 
When the show was over it was time to hit the trail for home. We walked 
and sometimes ran up East Main Street heading towards the breaker. If 
we attended a later show or especially in Winter, it was getting dark or 
was dark. We enacted scenes from the movie on the way home, some-
times scaring the other kids. At night the breaker could be scary as we 
walked under it. We would look at the black, I-beams and steel supports 
and conjure up some diabolical monster. At times we would take the 
“secret “ path along the culm bank, playing out movie scenes. We would 
use out hands and fingers to emulate “six shooters” and make shooting 
sounds as we shot at the bad guys, something that is a serious “no-no” 
today. There were times we were pelted with stones by other kids from 
higher up on the culm bank. No one got hurt and we always got home 
safely.  
Depending on the time we arrived at home and let our parents know we 
were safe, we might eat dinner or go out and play again. Play time ended 
when the 7:00 colliery whistle blew. That was our signal to go home. 
Saturday was an exciting and busy day, ending with our Saturday night 
bath and listening to radio shows or watching one or two channels during 
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Above left is the Family Theater on Glen Lyon’s East Main Street in 1917. Note the outside ticket booth.  At right, thirty years later, in 1947.    



 Goin’ to the Movies  (Continued) 
 

gun fights, jumps off of tall buildings, narrow escapes by the good 
guys, and horrific explosions. The serials exaggerated all of the 
events, making them more exciting. At the end of each weekly chap-
ter the hero would be in seemingly inescapable trouble with no way 
out. The next weekly episode HAD to be seen. How did he or she 
escape? We were compelled to go to next week’s matinee just to see 
how the hero saved his or her life or the lives of others. The hero  
always found clever ways to get out of each weekly predicament, 
until at the end of the serial, the very last chapter, all the bad guys 
were finally captured and ended up in jail. 
   Then at last, the feature show, and sometimes a double feature! 
Some of our favorites were cowboy movies (we did not call them 
Westerns) starring heroes such as Roy Rogers, Hopalong Cassidy, 
The Cisco Kid, The Red Rider, or The Lone Ranger.  John Wayne 
was also a favorite starring in cowboy movies such as She Wore a 
Yellow Ribbon, Rio Grande, or Red River.  John Wayne also starred 
in some classic war movies including Sands of Iwo Jima and Flying 
Tigers. Some of these movies were made prior to the 1950’s and were  
rerun at the Family, but who cared. We also enjoyed comedies such 
as Abbott and Costello, Martin and Lewis, and Bob Hope.  One of 
our Abbott and Costello favorites was The Naughty Nineties, because 
it had the classic "Who's on First?" routine. That film is in the Base-
ball Hall of Fame. Other favorites were Buck Privates co-starring the 
Andrew Sisters and Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein, co-
starring Bela Lugosi and Lon Chaney Jr. There were many more 
movies that we enjoyed, too numerous to mention here. 
   When the show was over it was time to hit the trail for home. We 
walked and sometimes ran up East Main Street heading towards the 
breaker. If we attended a later show or especially in winter, it was 
getting dark or was dark. We reenacted scenes from the movie on the 
way home, sometimes scaring the other kids. At night the breaker 
could be scary as we walked under it. We would look at the black, I-
beams and steel supports and conjure up some diabolical monster. At 
times we would take the “secret “ path along the culm bank, playing 
out movie scenes. We would use our hands and fingers to emulate 
“six shooters” and make shooting sounds as we shot at the bad guys, 
something that is a serious “no-no” today. There were times we were 
pelted with stones by other kids from higher up on the culm bank. No 
one got hurt and we always got home safely.  
   Depending on the time we arrived at home and let our parents know 
we were safe, we might eat dinner or go out and play again. Play time 
ended when the 7:00 colliery whistle blew. That was our signal to go 
home. Saturday was an exciting and busy day, ending with our                
Saturday night bath and listening to radio shows or watching 
one or two channels during the infancy of TV in our area. 
We went to bed thinking about the great movie we saw. It 
was a fun time. 
   The Family Theater was not the only movie venue availa-
ble to us. At times our parents would take us to a more up-
scale theater, the State, in Nanticoke. That was always excit-
ing. On really special occasions we would hit the big time 
theaters.  They were the Paramount and Comerford Theaters 
in Wilkes-Barre. That was the ultimate experience. We also 
had the drive-in theaters, the Garden Drive-in in Hunlocks 
Creek, the West Side Drive-in in Larksville, and the    
Wilkes-Barre Drive-in in Wilkes-Barre Township.  
   As we got a little older we sometimes went to the Saturday 
evening show, which began around 7:00 PM. The Family 
Theater closed sometime in the late 1950’s. It was converted 
into a dress factory in 1960.  Today there is an empty lot 
where it once stood.  Looking back, it was a fun time leaving 
us with memories that we cherish today. During our pre-teen 
and early teen years, nothing beat goin’ to the movies at the 
Family Theater. 
 
Reference:  History of Nanticoke City and Newport Township 
by C. Charles Ciesla and the Nanticoke Historical Society. 
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Paving of Newport Street in Glen Lyon’s Hollywood Section 
   

  

From the intersection of Park Street and Newport Street to the top of 
Newport in Glen Lyon, new paving of the roadway has begun where 
new water lines were installed in 2019.  The work is being done by 
Stafursky Construction of Archbald and comprises of laying a base 
and paving with a layer of cold patch over the new water lines. Later, 
a second paving company will pave the entire street from side to side 
from the stop sign to the top.  (Photo by Tom Kashatus) 



Newport Township Fire Police 

Written by Len Paczkowski and edited by Ron Jones ~ The Newport 
Township Fire Police is a tactical and all-volunteer unit of the Fire 
Department trained in and responsible for scene, crowd and traffic 
management at emergent and non-emergent fire department     
responses, and at community events.  The team has proudly served 
our community for nearly seven years.   
   After being properly credentialed, Len Paczkowski of the     
Consolidated Fire Company was sworn into office as Newport 
Township’s first fire police officer and was subsequently named 
Captain.  Thanks to the assistance of former Fire Chief Jim     
Hoffman and the Newport Township Board of Commissioners, the 
Fire Police began its existence; and the first organizational meeting 
was held on November 20, 2013.  
   The next step in the journey of the Fire Police was to adopt     
by-laws and an operations manual of suggested guidelines which are 
perpetually updated to meet changing environments.  Shortly there-
after, a mutual aid agreement was signed by the elected     
officials of Newport Township, Nanticoke City, and Hanover Town-
ship to provide for shared services of staff and resources.  
   Newport Township and Nanticoke City Fire Police departments 
had been encouraged by officials from both municipalities to     
regionalize and serve actively in both communities. This effort has 
materialized to the benefit of all.  Personnel have been shared and 
sworn into office in both communities, responses have been     
synchronized, and event coverage has been pre-planned. Since cost 
containment is a priority, both units set up a shared program of 
equipment and personnel utilization and practice. The two fire     
police units have indeed been functioning as one; and Hanover 
Township has always been there for both Newport Township and    
Nanticoke City when needed.   
   Thanks to the support of both the Glen Lyon-Alden Volunteer 
Hose Company and the Newport Township Consolidated Fire Com-
pany, the Newport Township Fire Police have acquired and main-
tained a desirable level of personal protective equipment, hand 
lights, signage, and other traffic control equipment.  
   One unfulfilled need identified by the Newport Township Fire 
Police was the lack of a dedicated response vehicle. Various avenues 
were pursued to secure a vehicle but to no avail. Consequently, 
Newport Township Fire Commissioner Michael Roke was promoted 
to Nanticoke City Police Chief; and in agreement with Nanticoke 
City Fire Chief Kevin Hazleton, a second vehicle was added to the 
Nanticoke Fire Police fleet.  A “Newport” identification lettering 
was added to the vehicle and either one or both cars are now availa-
ble to respond in Newport Township and Nanticoke City as needed.  
The vehicles are monitored by the Fire Police Captains for each 
community and both units contribute equipment to make sure that 
the vehicles are fully functional for supporting operations.     
   The Nanticoke Fire Police Unit is headed by Captain Fred Kraft 

with Fire Police Officers Larry Ace and Dave Park.  The Newport Fire 
Police Unit is headed by Captain Len Paczkowski, Lieutenant Ron Jones 
and Sergeant Ron Womelsdorf along with Fire Police Officers Janine     
Floryshak, Mike Makavensky, Jeff Mierzwa, David Namowicz, Bob 
Shemanski, Roy Tinney and Joe Wilkes. 
   Pictured above at the Newport Township “Volunteers Food Distribu-
tion Day” at the Wanamie Recreation Park on May 16 with Fire Police 
Car 1 and Car 2 are (left) Newport Township Fire Police Captain Len 
Paczkowski and (right) Nanticoke City Fire Police Captain Fred Kraft.  

  Comments by Tom Kashatus ~ It cannot be stressed enough the     
importance of the Fire Police to the local community and the job that 
they do when called upon for emergencies such as vehicle accidents, 
fires, natural weather emergencies, special events, etc.  The units consist 

 Throughout the year, the Fire Police and local fire companies hold a 
number of fundraisers, i.e. breakfasts and dinners at the R-Bar in Alden 
who graciously contribute their services to the success of these fund-

  raisers.  With the ownership and responsibility of the Wanamie Hose 
House and the surrounding parking area, fundraising is a top priority of 
the  Departments to keep this investment sustainable.  With the responsi-
bility, professionalism, and effort that is given by our emergency units in  
Newport Township, they are worthy of support for their endeavors from 
the community.   

   ___________________________________________________________ 

    Ne     w port Township Fire Department Sponsors Breakfast 
  The Glen Lyon-Alden Hose Company and the Newport Township     
Consolidated Fire Company will co-sponsor a breakfast on Sunday, July 
26, 2020 at the R Bar, 119 East Kirmar Avenue, Alden.  Tickets are 
$10.00 per person.  Breakfast includes eggs, bacon, sausage,     
potatoes, roll, coffee/tea or soft drink, and dessert.  Eat in or take out.   
Delivery is available.  Serving from 9 am to 12 noon.  Contact any     
Newport Township firefighter to purchase tickets.  Thank you for your 
support.   

St. Andrew’s Spaghetti Dinner 
   St. Andrew’s Church in Alden is sponsoring a take-out Spaghetti and 
Meatball Dinner on July 28, 2020.  Cost is $10.00 per ticket.  Dinners 
can be picked up between 3 pm and 7 pm at Brick House Pizza, 187 East 
Ridge Street, Nanticoke.  Call Deb at 570-540-2260 or Alexa at     
570-991-5615 for advance tickets.  Thank you for your support.

 o f experienced volunteers and any donations received are invested in
equipment, education, and training.  When the sirens sound off, the fire
police are “Johnny-on-the-Spot” with their professionalism and expertise,
maintaining traffic control and other responsibilities.
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By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~ Before and following World War I, 
hometown baseball teams sprung up all over the country.  The Wyoming 
Valley was no exception.  Some towns had two or more teams playing at 
the same time.  Articles have appeared in this publication about the Alden 
Stars, the Glen Lyon Condors and the Glen Lyon AC (Athletic Club).  
Just in Glen Lyon alone, there were the following teams: Colts (1906-
1940), Cubs (1910-1937), Sluggers ((1911-1936), Orioles (1912-1930), 
Tigers (1913-1939), Smilers (1914-1918) which changed its name to Elks 
(1918-1928), Americans (1914-1916),  Keystones (1919-1936), Braves 
(1925-1936), Robins (1925-1930), Dodgers (1926-1927) Cyclones (1927-
1932), Pirates (1927-1939), Kanadians (1932-1955), and Grotsky’s Nine 
(1934-1936) in addition to the aforementioned Condors and AC (1924-
1967).   Some of these teams later morphed into basketball teams or teen 
clubs.  Wanamie, Sheatown, and Alden also had organized teams.  It               
wasn’t unusual for a player to play for more than one team or to switch 
loyalties altogether.  Baseball was indeed a popular sport.   
   The first team in Glen Lyon was the Colts.  In 1919, a group of guys got 
together and formed the Glen Lyon Keystones. As evidenced in the pic-
ture above, the Keystones didn’t have the funds to purchase their own 
uniforms, so they borrowed them from the Colts and wore baseball caps 
with a “K” embroidered on them.  The first game they played was on Sun-
day, April 27, 1919 against the Honey Pot Blue Bells.  They lost by a 
score of 14 to 4.  Typically of that time, the box score lists the players by 
their nicknames if their family names were not known.  The players and 
their positions follow: Billings, right field; Stask, third base; Rogowicz, 
catcher; Zim, first base; Slippery, pitcher; Hogan, center field; Fedor, 
pitcher; Kyjorski, second base; Terkoski, short stop.  (It is assumed that 
some of the names are misspelled.)  They fared better in their second 
game a week later against the Nanticoke Moose Club, winning by a score 
of 8 to 6.  They were managed by Rogowicz.  Teams would advertise for 
matchups and it was common to challenge opponents: “The Port Bowkley 
team would like to play the Glen Lyon Keystones on June 22 at Port 
Bowkley.  Come on Rogowicz, here is a  chance to live up to your state-
ment saying you can beat any team two times out of three.  If accepted, 
call up 218-R Bell phone between 7 and 8 or answer in the news.”  That 
first year, the Keystones claimed the amateur championship in the county 
at the end of the season.     
   The following year, 1920, only one game was reported in the 
Wilkes-Barre papers, that with the Maltby White Sox which the 

Keystones won by a score of 8-0.  No games were reported for two 
years until 1923, and most games that year were won by lopsided 
scores, for example, 14 to 5 against the Nanticoke Turners.   
   In 1924, the team was managed by Bruno Najaka and Joe Lerda, 
and for the most part continued their winning ways.  A bump in 
the road was a game with the newly organized team, the Glen 
Lyon Condors, on June 15 when the Keystones lost by a score of 3 
to 1.  As reported, “The game was one of the most interesting 
played in the lower end of the valley for a long while and was the 
talk of the town during the whole week.  It was a pitcher’s duel 
and kept the fans on their feet during the whole nine innings.” 
Young was on the mound for the Condors and Lyons pitched for 
the Keystones. On September 21, the Keystones avenged the loss 
by defeating the Condors 5-2.  
  By the following year, a rivalry developed between the Condors 
and the Keystones, so much so that each accused the other of 
“dirty tricks.”  At the end of the season, the Keystones beat the 
Condors by a score of 6 to 3.  The Condors demanded a rematch 
which was never played.  In 1926 however,  the Condors won the 
series in late September.  The following Keystone names appear in 
the box scores which may help with identifying the players in the 
above picture: Washik, Matzur, Krulikowski, Scordy, Foxy, Niger, 
Najaka, Lyons, Reemer, A. Najaka, Chip, Kutz, Reinun, Lynch, 
Spotty, and Wright.   
   In 1927, the Keystones joined the Wyoming Valley League and 
had a reputation for being an exceptionally hard-hitting club.  By 
1930, they switched to the Keystone League.  During the Depres-
sion of the 1930’s, coverage of local baseball games was spotty at 
best.  One of the last reports appeared on August 12, 1935: “Glen 
Lyon Keystones won their seventeenth victory by defeating Grot-
sky’s Nine by the score of 5 to 3.  This was the third and deciding 
game between these two teams.  Belitza, pitching for the victors, 
held the opponents to five scattered hits.  G. Ottaviani decided the 
game for the Keystonians by hitting a triple with the bags loaded.”   
   In 1936, the final year, the team switched to softball and had 
some  success.   At the end of the season, the Keystones baseball/
softball team disbanded, but continued to play basketball during 
the winter months in the Pulaski School gym.   
 Sources: Wilkes-Barre Record, Wilkes-Barre Times Leader, 
Wilkes-Barre Evening News.   
 
      

 

Standing: Unidentified, Unidentified, Andrew Najaka, Charlie Wright, Unidentified, Joe Lerda, Foxy Magaleski, Mr. Domashinski, Bill 
Rushin and Red Hoffman.  Sitting: Zig Rambetski, “Bebe” Najaka, Joe Palenchar, remaining three players are unidentified.   

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~ Following World War I and even be 
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Newport Township Teachers: 
Helen Krushefski Buda 
Zoe Krushefski Aponick 

Alice Krushefski 
 

By Heidi Jarecki with help from Chet Krushefski ~  Beginning in the 
1920’s, most of the teachers in the Newport Township School District 
were former students who were inspired to become teachers them-
selves.  They were “home-grown” and only rarely were teachers hired 
who were from outside the district. And it wasn’t unusual for siblings 
to become teachers.   Examples are Frank and Agnew Shepela;              
Edison and Wilbur Fischer; Walter and Helen Krolikowski; and Mary 
and Clara Belefski.  The Selecky Family of Glen Lyon had three       
siblings who became teachers: John E. Selecky, Catherine                     
Selecky Tirpak, and Emma Selecky Mras.  The Krushefski Family of 
Wanamie included three sisters who all taught at Newport.      
   Helen, Sophia, and Alice Krushefski were the daughters of John 
and Mary Shekletski Krushefski (Kruszewski).  John, born in 1861 
and Mary, born in 1872 immigrated to this country from Poland in 
1891.  They first lived in Webster, Massachusetts where their first 
two children, Edgar and Wladyslawa “Lena” Forrish were born.   
Webster is known for incorporating many Polish immigrants in the 
late 19th century who were employed in the local textile mills.                            
Today, persons of Polish descent constitute as much a third of the  
town's population. 
   John and Mary eventually found their way to Wanamie where they 
lived at 9 West Main Street.  Five more children were born there: 
Stanley, Chester, Helen, Sophia (Zoe), and Alice.  John worked in the 
Wanamie mines. The family belonged to St. Adalbert’s Church in 
Glen Lyon.  John passed away on November 30, 1924 at age 63 and 
Mary passed away on April 3, 1940.     
   Helen C. Krushefski Buda was born July 23, 1906 in Wanamie.  
She was educated in Newport schools and in April, 1923, her senior 
year, she participated in a physical education demonstration at the 
high school along with 100 other girls.  This demonstration was one 
of the first of its kind in the area and was well received.  Helen took 
part in Spanish Dance, barn dancing, and marching.   Helen graduated 
with the Class of 1923 and among her classmates were future                    
teachers Arch Turner, Chester Zimolzak, and Zigmund Shekletski.  
There were 35 class members and they are an anomaly, in that they 
never held a class reunion until 1973, their 50th!   
   Helen then attended West Chester State Normal School, now West 
Chester University, and earned her teaching certificate in 1925.  In 
the 1925 yearbook, the Serpentine, she is described thus: “’Blue eyes 
and golden hair, make a maiden exceeding fair.’  Helen is one of the 
quiet members of her class, but she is popular and can be found  
wherever there is fun.  Her winning ways and friendly smile have 
won her many friends.  Helen is one of the fortunate few who                              

possess natural artistic ability.  With her brush or crayon she is indeed 
clever and her drawings have been greatly admired.  As she goes on in 
the world of art we know that she will be very successful.” 
   In August, 1928, Helen was hired as an art teacher in the Newport 
Township School District, along with Helen Gronka.  Helen was a mem-
ber of the Pi Beta Gamma Club.  The following year, she married Walter 
Buda of Prospect Hill, Alden, a teacher in the high school.  They lived at 
213 Robert Street, Sheatown.  Following their marriage, Helen, as was 
the practice then, resigned her teaching position. They were the parents 
of two sons, Walter and Edward.  Walter Sr. taught at the high school 
until 1942 when he was selected as Supervising Principal of Swoyersville 
schools.   The family moved to Swoyersville and then later to Sweet   
Valley.  Helen passed away on February 23, 1953 of liver cancer at age 
49.  Walter passed away on October 20, 1963.  They are interred at 
Mount Olivet Cemetery, Carverton. 
   Sophia (Zoe) W. Krushefski Aponick was born in 1907.  She was edu-
cated in Newport Schools and graduated from Newport High School with 
the Class of 1924.  She participated in the same physical education 
demonstration as Helen.  She danced with the Swedish folk dance and 
Spanish dance groups. Among her fellow classmates were future teachers 
Stanley Kolly, Sophia Zelenski Kozlowski, Edward Kule, Emma Selecky 
Mras, and Josephine Gavey Swithers.   Following graduation, Zoe                        
attended the University of Pennsylvania and later transferred to Temple 
University.  While at Temple she was active with the drama group called 
the Templayers and in her senior year, had the lead role of the duchess in 
the play, “Exit of the Grand Duchess.” She graduated with the Class of  
1929 with a Bachelor’s degree in Education.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Zoe applied for a high school position in the Newport School District in 
September, 1929.  She was hired to teach at the Columbus School in 
Wanamie during academic years 1930-1931 and 1931-1932.  In the fall 
of 1932, Zoe married Attorney John Aponick of Nanticoke.  After her 
marriage, Zoe resigned her teaching position, but continued her studies at 
New York University and earned her Master’s degree in Education in 
December, 1935.  Zoe and John lived on Tilbury Terrace and had one 
son, John.  She was active with the American Red Cross and was a mem-
ber of the Wyoming Valley Country Club.  John was elected Judge of the 
Orphan’s Court in Luzerne County in 1939, and eventually became Pres-
ident Judge.  John passed away on February 16, 1961.  Zoe passed away 
April 3, 1980.  They are interred at Mount Olivet Cemetery, Carverton.   
Alice Stefanie Krushefski had the longest teaching career of the three 
sisters.  She was born on March 11, 1909, the youngest of the family.  
She attended Newport schools and graduated from high school with the 
Class of 1926 of which there were 48 members.  Among her classmates 
were Dr. Stanley Stapinski, Judge Paul R. Selecky, and future teachers 
Wilber Fischer, Peter Howanitz, and Joseph Krafchik.  Having raised 
sufficient funds, the senior class toured Harrisburg, the Sesquicentennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia, Mount Vernon and Washington, D.C. in 
June.  Alice then attended West Chester State Teachers College, now 
West Chester University, where she was active in the Glee Club and the 
Library Club.  She earned her teaching certificate in 1928.  In August, 
1930, Alice was hired to fill Chester Zimolzak’s leave of absence for one 
year at the Pulaski School, her first teaching assignment.  When Chester 
returned to his teaching position, Alice was assigned to Columbus School 
in Wanamie, where she taught 5th grade. Among her fellow teachers that 
year were: Zigmund Shekletski, Anna Phillips, Anna Swanberry, and 
Mary Hagan Caslin.   In February, 1939, Alice earned her bachelor’s 
degree in the School of Education at New York University and received 
her diploma in June of the same year.   
 
   Between 1941 and 1946, Alice was active in war-related organizations.  
She was co-chairman of the Women’s Unit of the Civilian Defense spon-
sored by the Nanticoke-Newport Chapter, American Red Cross.  In 
April, 1942, she was among 59 women in the Wyoming Valley to com-
plete courses in first aid (40 hours) and nutrition (60 hours).  The women 
also heard lectures on mass feeding, rehabilitation, elements of sanita-
tion, and treatment of infectious and contagious diseases.  This initiative 
was sponsored by the Wilkes-Barre Centrum of Friends of the Polish 
Soldier in Canada.  In July, 1942, Alice served as registrar for gas ration-
ing in the Township.  She served on the Teachers Welfare Committee 
whose primary responsibility was to send flowers or cards to fellow be-
reaved teachers who may have lost a loved one in the war.  In 1944, Al-
ice completed the Red Cross home nursing class and received a certifi-
cate.  She also served as a zone leader and sold war bonds.  She raised 
$1,162.50 for Wanamie.  Following the war, she participated in annual 
poppy drives for the Jeffries-Slapikas Post 971, American Legion in 
Wanamie.  In 1971, the Post presented her with a plaque and citation for 
dedicated service for twenty-five years.   
In 1946, Alice was a teacher/sponsor for the Junior Red Cross at Colum-
bus School.   
In June, 1948, a new playground in Wanamie located at the eastern end 
of Brown Row was dedicated.  The high school band, members of the 
Jeffries-Slapikas American Legion, and Attorney Joseph Gallagher par-
ticipated in the dedication ceremonies.  Alice Krushefski was selected as 
instructor at the playground, a position she held for several years, and 
was responsible for supervising games and distributing equipment.  At 
the end of each summer, competitions were held and ribbons awarded at 
Field Day Exercises. Activities included potato races, broad jump, dutch 
dances in costume, hitting balls for girls, action songs for small children.  
Her nephew Chester Krushefski describes it thus: “ Alice directed activi-
ties at the Wanamie playground, which was highly attended each and 
every day.  She organized softball teams, volleyball teams, and organized 
competitions with neighboring towns. The children loved many board 
games which she taught to them.  Each morning and evening she con-
ducted formal flag raising and lowering.”  Even during recess during 
school hours, Alice played games with her students and even jumped 
rope in high heels!  
In September, 1948 Alice was named Principal of the Columbus School, 
one of few women principals at that time.  She replaced Frank Zubris 
who was transferred to the Pulaski School.  In November of the same 
year, she was named librarian, along with two other principals, Thomas 
Roman of K.M. Smith and Frank Klem of Roosevelt.  Being Principal 
meant she got involved with the school’s PTA and served as Treasurer 
for several years.  The PTA raised money by selling Saving Stamps and 
purchased equipment for the school and sponsored field trips for the stu-
dents. With the arrival of cold weather, she would take a survey of which 
children were in need of warm clothing and took it upon herself to pro-
vide what they needed.  
 
Among her non-school related activities, she was a member of the Catho-
lic Daughters of America, Court St. Kinga at St. Adalbert’s Church and 
served on various committees.  She was active until the group disbanded.  
In July, 1951, Alice was appointed by the Courthouse to conduct official 
counts of County election results.  She attended reunions of her high 
school Class of 1926.  Throughout the 1950’s, she served as Co-
Chairman of the Newport Township Heart Fund Drive and conducted 
house-to-house canvasses. In 1959, she served as the Wanamie captain 
for the Newport Township Cancer Crusade sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society. 
In 1960, the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry mandated 
that all school buildings be fireproofed and ordered Newport Township 
schools to comply by September of 1960.  The School Board put a reso-
lution on the ballot to increase the indebtedness of the School District by 
$50,000.00 to pay for the alterations.  The resolution was rejected by a 
vote of 639 to 480.  This, among other financial issues, forced the closing 
of three elementary schools, Columbus School in Wanamie and Roose-
velt and Kosciuszko Schools in Glen Lyon.  All the elementary grades 
consolidated to K.M. Smith School in Alden.  Alice was transferred 
along with most of the teachers (some retired) from the three closed 
schools.  Frank Klem was appointed principal, taking over from Arch 
Turner. 
Alice continued teaching fifth or sixth grade, and often accompanied 
students on field trips.  In 1964, she was elected to the board of directors 
of the Greater Nanticoke Area Chamber of Commerce.  She retired from 
teaching in 1971 after 41 years, along with Wilbur Fischer, Joe Kutz, 
Zigmund Najaka, and Alex Olshefski.  The following year, she was again 
honored by the Greater Nanticoke Area Education Association, along 
with Frances Kovaleski, Mary Kutz, and John Wilkes.   
Following retirement, Alice was active with the Newport Township Bi-
centennial Committee and contributed a photo book of Wanamie to the 
time capsule that was buried at the opening of the Wanamie Recreation 
Park in 1979.   
Added to all of that, Alice found the time to be an outstanding cook and a 
fabulous baker. She lived most of her life in the family homestead with 
two brothers, Stanley and Chester.  And she was a second Mom to her 
nephew, Chester Krushefski Jr.   
 Alice passed away on May 4, 1986 at age 77 following an illness.  She 
never married.  Alice is interred in St. Adalbert’s Cemetery, Glen Lyon.   
    
 
From Chet: Alice Stefanie Krushefski  was born in Wanamie March 11, 
1906.  She attended Wanamie grade schools.  Graduated from Newport 
High School in 1926.  Graduated and received a Teacher’s Certificate 
from West Chester Normal School.  She graduated from New York Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science Degree. She taught in the Newport 
Township School District for 41 years.  Teaching grades 5 through Junior 
High School, including 11 years as principal at the Columbus School, 
Wanamie.  She retired from the teaching profession in 1971.   
 
She always interacted with her students, even at recess, you could find 
her playing games and even jumping rope in high heels.   
During the Summer vacation, she directed activities at the Wanamie 
playground, which was highly attended each and every day.  She orga-
nized softball teams, volleyball teams,and organized competitions with 
neighboring towns. The children loved many board games which she 
taught to them.   
Each morning and evening she conducted formal flag raising and lower-
ing.   
Added to all of that, she found the time to be an outstanding cook and 
fabulous baker. 
With the arrival of cold weather, she took a survey of which children 
were in need of warm clothing and took it upon herself, to provide what 
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               Helen Krushefski Buda                                  Zoe Krushefski Aponick                                  Alice Krushefski  



    Zoe applied for a high school position in the Newport School Dis-
trict in September, 1929.  She was hired to teach at the Columbus 
School in Wanamie during academic years 1930-1931 and 1931-
1932.  In the fall of 1932, Zoe married Attorney John Aponick of 
Nanticoke.  After her marriage, Zoe resigned her teaching position, 
but continued her studies at New York University and earned her 
Master’s degree in Education in December, 1935.  Zoe and John   
lived on Tilbury Terrace and had one son, John.  She was active with 
the American Red Cross and was a member of the Wyoming Valley 
Country Club.  John was elected Judge of the Orphan’s Court in   
Luzerne County in 1939, and eventually became President Judge.  
John passed away on February 16, 1961.  Zoe passed away April 3, 
1980.  They are interred at Mount Olivet Cemetery, Carverton.   
   Alice Stefanie Krushefski had the longest teaching career of the 
three sisters.  She was born on March 11, 1909, the youngest of the 
family.  She attended Newport schools and graduated from high 
school with the Class of 1926 of which there were 48 members.  
Among her classmates were Dr. Stanley Stapinski, Judge Paul R. 
Selecky, and future teachers Wilber Fischer, Peter Howanitz, and 
Joseph Krafchik.  Having raised sufficient funds, the senior class 
toured Harrisburg, the Sesquicentennial Exposition in Philadelphia, 
Mount Vernon and Washington, D.C. in June.  Alice then attended 
West Chester State Teachers College, now West Chester University, 
where she was active in the Glee Club and the Library Club.  She 
earned her teaching certificate in 1928.              

   In August, 1930, Alice was hired to 
fill Chester Zimolzak’s leave of ab-
sence for one year at the Pulaski 
School, her first teaching assignment.  
When Chester returned to his teaching 
position, Alice was assigned to               
Columbus School in Wanamie, where 
she taught 5th grade. Among her                  
fellow teachers that year were:                      
Zigmund Shekletski, Anna Phillips, 
Anna Swanberry, and Mary Hagan 
Caslin.   In February, 1939, Alice 
earned her bachelor’s degree in the 
School of Education at New York Uni-
versity and received her diploma in 
June of the same year.   
   Between 1941 and 1946, Alice was 
active in war-related organizations.  
She was co-chairman of the Women’s 

Unit of the Civilian Defense sponsored by the Nanticoke-Newport 
Chapter, American Red Cross.  In April, 1942, she was among 59 
women in the Wyoming Valley to complete courses in first aid (40 
hours) and nutrition (60 hours).  The women also heard lectures on 
mass feeding, rehabilitation, elements of sanitation, and treatment of 
infectious and contagious diseases.  This initiative was sponsored by 
the Wilkes-Barre Centrum of Friends of the Polish Soldier in Canada.  
In July, 1942, Alice served as registrar for gas rationing in the Town-
ship.  She served on the Teachers Welfare Committee whose primary 
responsibility was to send flowers or cards to fellow bereaved teach-
ers who may have lost a loved one in the war.  In 1944, Alice com-
pleted the Red Cross home nursing class and received a certificate.  
She also served as a zone leader and sold war bonds.  She raised 
$1,162.50 for Wanamie.  Following the war, she participated in annu-
al poppy drives for the Jeffries-Slapikas Post 971, American Legion 
in Wanamie.  In 1971, the Post presented her with a plaque and cita-
tion for dedicated service for twenty-five years.  She was also a 
teacher/sponsor for the Junior Red Cross at Columbus School.   
   In June, 1948, a new playground in Wanamie located at the eastern 
end of Brown Row was dedicated.  The high school band, members 
of the Jeffries-Slapikas American Legion, and Attorney Joseph                  
Gallagher participated in the dedication ceremonies.  Alice was             
selected as instructor at the playground, a position she held for sever-
al years, and was responsible for supervising games and distributing 
equipment.  At the end of each summer, competitions were held and 
ribbons awarded at Field Day Exercises. Activities included potato 
races, broad jump, dutch dances in costume, hitting balls for 
girls, action songs for small children.  Her nephew Chester 

Krushefski describes it thus:                  
“Alice directed activities at the 
Wanamie playground, which was 
highly attended each and every 
day.  She organized softball 
teams, volleyball teams, and 
organized competitions with 
neighboring towns. The children 
loved many board games which 
she taught to them.  Each morn-
ing and evening she conducted 
formal flag raising and lower-
ing.”  Even during recess during 
school hours, Alice played 
games with her students and 
even jumped rope in high heels!  
In September, 1948 Alice was 
named Principal of the Colum-
bus School, one of few women 
principals at that time.  She              
replaced Frank Zubris who was 
transferred to the Pulaski School.  
In November of the same year, 

she was named librarian, along with two other principals, Thomas Ro-
man of K.M. Smith and Frank Klem of Roosevelt.  Being Principal 
meant she got involved with the school’s PTA and served as Treasurer 
for several years.  The PTA raised money by selling Saving Stamps and 
purchased equipment for the school and sponsored field trips for the stu-
dents. With the arrival of cold weather, she would take a survey of which 
children were in need of warm clothing and took it upon herself to pro-
vide what they needed.  
   Among her non-school related activities, she was a member of the 
Catholic Daughters of America, Court St. Kinga at St. Adalbert’s Church 
and served on various committees.  She was active until the group dis-
banded.  In July, 1951, Alice was appointed by the Courthouse to con-
duct official counts of County election results.  She attended reunions of 
her high school Class of 1926.  Throughout the 1950’s, she served as                 
Co-Chairman of the Newport Township Heart Fund Drive and conducted 
house-to-house canvasses. In 1959, she served as the Wanamie captain 
for the Newport Township Cancer Crusade sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society. 
   In 1960, the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry mandated 
that all school buildings be fireproofed and ordered Newport Township 
schools to comply by September of 1960.  The School Board put a reso-
lution on the ballot to increase the indebtedness of the School District by 
$50,000.00 to pay for the alterations.  The resolution was rejected by a 
vote of 639 to 480.  This, among other financial issues, forced the closing 
of three elementary schools, Columbus School in Wanamie and                      
Roosevelt and Kosciuszko Schools in Glen Lyon.  All the elementary 
grades consolidated to K.M. Smith School in Alden.  Alice was trans-
ferred along with most of the teachers (some teachers retired) from the 
three closed schools.  Frank Klem was appointed principal, taking over 
from Arch Turner. 
   Alice continued teaching fifth or sixth grade, and often accompanied 
students on field trips.  In 1964, she was elected to the board of directors 
of the Greater Nanticoke Area Chamber of Commerce.  She retired from 
teaching in 1971 after 41 years, along with Wilbur Fischer, Joe Kutz, 
Zigmund Najaka, and Alex Olshefski.  The following year, she was again 
honored by the Greater Nanticoke Area Education Association, along 
with Frances Kovaleski, Mary Kutz, and John Wilkes.   
   Following retirement, Alice was active with the Newport Township 
Bicentennial Committee and contributed a photo book of Wanamie to the 
time capsule that was buried at the opening of the Wanamie Recreation 
Park in 1979.   
   Added to all of that, Alice found the time to be an outstanding cook and 
a fabulous baker. She lived most of her life in the family homestead with 
two brothers, Stanley and Chester.  And she was a second Mom to her 
nephew, Chester Krushefski Jr.   
 Alice passed away on May 4, 1986 at age 77 following an illness.  She 
never married.  Alice is interred in St. Adalbert’s Cemetery, Glen Lyon.   
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Facts Concerning Viruses, 
Pandemics, and Lessons 

Learned from the Spanish 
Flu Pandemic of 1918  

 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki  ~  
The novel coronavirus known 
as COVID 19, pictured left, 
has changed our lives and 
forced an economic upheaval 
not seen since the Great De-
pression of the 1930’s.  Be-
cause it is a new virus, there is 
conflicting information about 
how it spreads and how to treat 
it.   
    George Santayana was a 
writer and philosopher who 
wrote: “Those who cannot 
remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it."   Virus 
pandemics have occurred 
many times throughout histo-
ry, perhaps most notable and 
deadly was the Spanish Flu 
Pandemic of 1918. (Please see 
Newport Township Community 
News, Spring, 2018, p.15).   

   Some general facts about viruses and pandemics might be useful in 
understanding how viruses originate and how they are transmitted.  
The following are excerpts from the book The Great Influenza, The 
Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in History, written by John Barry.  It 
was published in 2005 and is the definitive book on the 1918 Spanish 
flu pandemic. It has received praise from scientific organizations such 
as the prestigious magazine Nature, the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, and the American Society of  Microbiologists.  
 
 

1. Viruses are themselves an enigma that exists on the edges of life. 
They are not simply small bacteria. Bacteria consist of only one 
cell, but they are fully alive. Each has a metabolism, requires 
food, produces waste, and reproduces by division. Viruses do not 
eat or burn energy. They do not engage in any process that could 
be considered metabolic. They do not produce waste. They do 
not have sex. They make no side products...They do not even 
reproduce independently. They are less than a fully living organ-
ism but more than an inert collection of chemicals… a virus has 
only one function: to replicate itself.  But unlike other life 
forms…a virus does not even do that itself. It invades cells that 
have energy and then… takes over, forcing them to make thou-
sands and in some cases hundreds of thousands of new viruses. 
The power to do this lies in their genes. 

2. In most life forms, genes are stretched out along the length of a 
filament-like molecule of DNA… But many viruses...including 
influenza.. and the coronavirus… encode their genes in RNA  

(ribonucleic acid).  Genes resemble software; just as a sequence 
of bits in a computer code tell the computer what to do...genes 
tell the cell what to do. 

3. The1918 influenza pandemic, like many other influenza pandem-
ics, came in waves. The first spring wave killed few, but the sec-
ond wave would be lethal.  Many victims of the first wave 
demonstrated significant resistance to the second wave. 

4. This phenomenon reflects an organism’s ability to adapt to its 
environment.  When an organism of weak pathogenically passes 
from living animal to living animal, it reproduces more profi-
ciently.  This often increases virulence. But the phenomenon is 
complex. The increase in killing efficiency does not continue 
indefinitely. If a pathogen kills too efficiently, it will run out of 
hosts and destroy itself.  Eventually its virulence stabilizes and 
recedes.  This happens with the Ebola virus.  Initially Ebola has 
extremely high mortality rates, but after it goes through several 

generations of human passages, it becomes far milder and not par-
ticularly threatening. 

5. Exposure to the first wave provided as high as 94% protection 
against the second wave, far better protection than the best modern 
vaccine affords. 

6. Ordinary seasonal influenza kills up to 650,000 people worldwide 
annually, and in the United States the disease kills between 3,000 
and 56,000 a year, depending mainly on the virulence of the virus 
and to a lesser extent on the efficacy of that year’s vaccine. 

7. Some investigators speculate that the 1918 virus circulated in  
humans for several years before mutations allowed it to spread 
easily. 

8. Influenza vaccines effectiveness ranged only from 10 % to 61%.  
Even at those levels, they prevent millions of cases and thousands 
of deaths and are well worth getting.   For the elderly, with their 
less robust immune systems, in some years the vaccine did not 
generate any protection at all. 

9. There is a mathematical concept called “reversion to the mean.” 
This states that an extreme event is likely be followed by a less 
extreme event…The 1918 virus stood at an extreme, any muta-
tions were more likely to make it less lethal than more lethal.  In 
general this is what happened.  As time went on, it became less 
lethal. 

10. By late November (1918)…the virus had made its way around the 
world. The second wave was over.  Only weeks after the disease 
seemed to have dissipated, a third wave broke over the earth. The 
virus had mutated again. It had not become radically different. 
People who had gotten sick in the second wave had a fair amount 
of immunity to another attack, just as people in the first wave had 
fared better than others in the second wave. 

11. The year 1920 would see either...the second or third most deaths 
from influenza and pneumonia in the twentieth  century.  Only in 
the next few years did it finally fade away in both the United 
States and the world. It did not disappear. It continued to attack, 
but with far less virulence, partly because the virus mutated further 
toward its mean, toward the behavior of most influenza viruses, 
and partly because people’s immunity systems adjusted.  
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Definition of the word Virus: Any 
of a large group of submicroscopic 
infectious agents that are usually 
regarded as nonliving extremely 
complex molecules, that typically 
contain a protein coat surrounding 
an RNA or DNA core of genetic 
material but no semipermeable 
membrane, that are capable of 
growth and multiplication only in 
living cells, and that cause various 
important diseases in humans, ani-
mals, and plants.   
From: Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
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Hometown Hero: Alexander Billings 
 

By Heidi Jarecki ~  Alexander Charles Billings was born on July 
18, 1916 in Glen Lyon.  His parents were Charles (born 1889) and 
Nellie (born 1892) Billings both of whom immigrated to this    
country from  Italy.  After marriage in September 1915, they set up 
housekeeping at 12 Spring Street.  Charles operated a confection-
ary store at the same location and also found employment with the 
Susquehanna Coal Company.  In his spare time, Charles played 
baseball with the Glen Lyon Colts.  Two years after Alexander was 
born, the family welcomed the birth of his sister, Catherine.                 
Catherine later married Walter Serowicz, the school teacher and 
coach.  The family belonged to St. Denis Church and was active in 
its societies.  Nellie passed away in September, 1979 and Charles 
died in November, 1980. 
   Al (also known as Sandy) was educated in Township schools and 
graduated from Newport Township High School with the Class of 
1934.  Graduation was held on May 31, 1934 and there were 122 
members in the class.  Some familiar names include: Conrad Kush, 
Joe DeLuca, John Tarnowski, and Arnold Biscontini.  Diplomas 
were awarded by Willard Thomas, President of the School Board.  
Al studied the General/Mechanical Course. 
   Al had a business in Glen Lyon when he married Pauline Balint 
of Mocanaqua, a graduate of Shickshinny High School on Satur-
day, January 29, 1938 at the Church of the Ascension.  They resid-
ed in Glen Lyon and in Mocanaqua.  They had  two children, a son 
Alexander, born in 1943 and a daughter Elizabeth, born in 1947. 
    Al’s military service began in January, 1943 when he was a 
member of the Aviation Cadet  Enlisted Reserve and sent to Tech-
nical Training Command in Miami, Florida.  In December 1943,   
he was then sent to Scott Field, Illinois to train as a gunner and 
radio man with the U.S. Army Air Corps.  He served with General 
George Patton’s Third Army in the European Theater of Opera-
tions.   
   The Third Army’s most significant achievement was liberating 
France and the rest of Europe following D-Day.  When the German 
command were distracted by a phantom invasion of Pas de Calais, 
France, the Allies were able to make their actual landings on the 
beaches of Normandy on D-Day, June 6, 1944.  After the First  
Army broke the German line, Patton's Third Amy swept through 
the breach into northern France in pursuit of Nazi forces.  It fought 
its way across 24 major rivers and innumerable streams and          
liberated and conquered more than 82,000 square miles of territory              
including 1500 cities and towns and some 12,000 uninhabited  
places. The Third Army captured in battle 956,000 of the enemy 
and killed or wounded over 500,000 others. An amazing feat.   
   When the war ended in 1945, Al returned home and                    
continued his military contacts.  Sometime in the 1950’s,  

 
the family moved to El Paso, TX and Al began a career as a civilian at 
U.S. Army’s Fort Bliss, doing  personnel administrative work.  In 1962, 
an article appeared in the El Paso Herald Post describing a conference he 
attended in Galveston.  He was the only civilian in the group who attend-
ed the “21st Department of the Army Personnel Management for Execu-
tives Conference.”   Al later became an expert in weapons systems.   
   Fast forward to 1969, when the Vietnam War was raging.  Tet 
1969 refers to the attacks mounted by the People's Army of Vietnam      
(PAVN) and Viet Cong (VC) in February 1969 in South Vietnam , one 
year after the original Tet Offensive.  Most attacks centered on military 

targets near Saigon 
and Da Nang and were 
quickly beaten off. 
Some speculate that 
the attacks were 
mounted to test the 
will of the new U.S. 
President Richard   
Nixon who retaliated 
by secretly bomb-
ing PAVN/VC sanctu-
aries in Cambodia the 
following month.   
Numerous bases were 
attacked.  These at-
tacks were all beaten 
back but did inflict 
casualties and rein-
forced the fact that 
PAVN/VC forces were 
able to mount attacks 
at will.   
   Al was sent to South 
Vietnam and assigned 
to the Field Engineer-
ing Division, Mainte-
nance, Engineering 
Directorate as a               
Missile Instructor in 
the coastal city of Da 
Nang.  His tour com-
menced on March 10, 
1970.   
   On Tuesday,                             
September  22, 1970,            

Alexander C. Billings was mortally wounded by a hand grenade that was 
thrown into his quarters in Da Nang, Vietnam.  He was 54 years old.  
Many of his personal belongings were stolen following the bombing.  A 
description of the event by a neighbor follows: 
    “I heard an explosion about 2030 hours on the 22 of September 1970. 
Upon first survey of the street it looked as though the explosion had                  
occurred in the alley next to the first house to the right of Mr. Billings’s 
house.  Then it was noticed that his lights were out and that the wooden 
gate in front of his house appeared broken.  So I hurried to his house.  
When I arrived the first man (a Dyna Electron man) was just entering 
through the gate. The gate was not broken but had a plastic strip draped 
on it from the doorway of the house.  When I reached the doorway I saw 
Mr. Billings and decided to get the military police...Then I went back to 
the house because the Vietnamese ambulance had arrived.  But by the 
time I got there, the ambulance was leaving.  I then found a military            
policeman.  I explained that Mr. Billings in the ambulance was a Depart-
ment of Army civilian.  We departed immediately trying to catch up with 
the ambulance.  We went to the Vietnamese hospital first.  Then to the 
Halgoland, a German Hospital Ship, where we found Mr. Billings                
approximately at 2050 hours.  The chief surgeon from the Halgoland had 
already pronounced him dead on arrival.”   
   Alexander’s remains were transported first to Travis Air Force Base in 
California and then on to Fort Bliss near El Paso.  A Requiem Mass was 
celebrated at St. Michael’s Chapel on October 2, 1970.   Alexander 
Charles Billings was interred in the Fort Bliss National Cemetery with 
full military honors.   
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NTCO RECYCLES 
We recycle metals–motor blocks, brake drums, wheel rims, lawn-
mowers, pipe, charcoal grills, appliances, bed frames and springs, 
swimming pools, bicycles, exercise equipment, etc.  We also recycle 
car batteries, electrical cords and wires, old Christmas lights, and alu-
minum products to raise funds for our Community projects.  The   
public’s participation is always appreciated.  For assistance please call 
Tom Kashatus at (570) 736-6981 or email tomkashatus@gmail.com  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
We would be honored and proud to have you as a member of the 
Newport Township Community Organization.  Your membership 
will show approval of and help support our many projects to benefit 
your hometown!  Membership is $5.00 per year per person based 
on the calendar year January through December or a lifetime mem-
bership is available for $50.00.  Send application with fee to 
NTCO, 113 Railroad Ave., Wanamie, Nanticoke, PA 18634. 
 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Street Address __________________________________________ 

City , State _____________________________________________ 

Zip Code ______________________________________________ 

Phone number __________________________________________ 

Email address __________________________________________ 

  

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION  
OFFICERS/CONTACTS 

   President: Stephen Phillips 570-735-3991 
   First Vice President: Tom Kashatus 570-736-6981 
   Treasurer: Peter Zaleski  570-899-8664 
   Secretary: Linda Conner  570-736-6580 
   Alternate Secretary/Treasurer: John Jarecki  570-736-6620 
   Newsletter Editors:  Heidi & Paul Jarecki 570-733-2540  
   Advertising Agent:  Joe Maloney 570-736-6828 
   Webmaster:  Palmira Miller palmiram@newporttownship.com 
   Assistant Webmaster: John Jarecki  jjarecki@pa.metrocast.net 
   Website http://www.newporttownship.com  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

   Stephen Phillips 570-735-3991 
   Mary Jo Evans   570-736-7277 
   Heidi Jarecki      570-733-2540 
   Joe Maloney       570-736-6828  
   Carol Jarecki      570-736-6620 

NTCO NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

Contact Joe Maloney for more information at 570-736-6828 

    $25.00 One-tenth-page or Business Card Size Ad 

    $50.00 Quarter-page Size Ad 

    $75.00 One-half-page Size Ad 

  $150.00 Full-page Size Ad             

NTCO  MEETINGS 
NTCO’s meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month 
at the Municipal Building in Wanamie at 6:45 p.m. We invite 
you to attend, share your ideas and help develop new programs 
to benefit Newport Township.  There are many ways to show-
case your talents and the community will reap the rewards!   

  We are on Facebook! 

NTCO NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 
   NTCO will make available printed copies of its quarterly news-
letter to those living outside the area.  An annual fee of $10.00 
covers the cost of mailing via the US Postal Service.  Send your 
check payable to “NTCO” to Heidi Jarecki, 28 W. Main St., Glen 
Lyon, PA 18617; email: hselecky@pa.metrocast.net  
   If you have internet access, please furnish your email address to 
Thomas Kashatus at tomkashatus@gmail.com to be entered into 
our data base.  You will then be notified of new publications on 
NTCO’s website at http://www.newporttownship.com.              
Photographs on internet publications are viewable in color.  Hard 
copies are printed in black and white. 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

City, State____________________________________________ 
 

Zip Code_____________________________________________ 
 

Phone number_________________________________________ 
 

Email address_________________________________________ 

  Two Ways to Remember                        
Newport High School                               

 

   Pictured above left is the miniature of  
Newport High School designed by the Cat’s 
Meow.  Send a donation of $15.00 plus $3.00 
for shipping and it will be yours! 
  For a donation of $10.00, you can enjoy 
your morning coffee or tea while reflecting 
on your care-free youth!  The mug, pictured 
below left, features a composite black and 
white photograph of Newport Township High 
School and its famous steps, with wide red 
stripes bordering each side.  “Newport Town-
ship High School” is printed across the center 
in light gray lettering.  If mailed, include 
postage: $7.15 for one, and $9.00 for two.         
Contact Heidi and Paul Jarecki, 28 West 
Main Street, Glen Lyon, PA 18617.  Email:  
hselecky@pa.metrocast.net.  Phone 570-733-
2540.  Check out NTCO’s website.   

Be Proud of Newport and Make Newport Proud of You! 
~  The Late Honorable Paul R. Selecky 

                   Monthly Food Distribution  
                    Temporarily Suspended  
                                                   

   The Newport Township Community Organization, 
the Weinberg Regional Food Bank and the Newport 
Township American Legion have been working to-
gether to host a Food Distribution for those in need.  
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the food 
distribution is temporarily suspended.  When it is safe 
for large numbers of people to gather in small spaces, 
the Food Distribution will resume at the American 
Legion, 62 Newport Street, Glen Lyon.  
  With the cooperation of the Township Board of 
Commissioners and Township Manager Joe Hillan, 
an outdoor distribution took place in the Wanamie 
Recreation Park on May 16 (see page 9).  It is hoped 
that another outdoor distribution can take place on 
June 27 and in the near future.   
   The NTCO apologizes for any inconvenience.                        
Palmira Miller chairs this event for the NTCO. She 
can be reached at 570-592-7876.    
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