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A summer picnic at St. Faustina Grove in Sheatown  

What is the charm that makes old things so sweet? ~ Sarah Doudney, "Between the Lights"  

Newport Township Public Business 
 

By John Jarecki ~   The following are items of Township business 
discussed or acted upon at  meetings of the Township Commissioners 
in April, May, and June. 
 

April 3, 2017: The Commissioners opened bids for the demolition of 
buildings at 68 West Main Street and 1 Depot Street in Glen Lyon, 
and awarded a contract for the work to A. R. Popple Inc. of Wilkes-
Barre for their low bid of $22,000.  (A. R. Popple began work on the 
demolitions in May of this year.) 
   Township Financial Consultant Jennifer Polito explained that every 
three months money must be transferred from the Township Refuse 
and Recycling Funds to the General Fund to replace money spent on 
refuse collection and recycling from the General Fund. She asked the 
Commissioners to approve the transfer, which they did. 
   Township Solicitor Christopher Slusser reported that Newport 
Township, along with other communities in the area, is required to 
implement a plan to reduce pollution associated with storm water dis-
charge into the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  A good way of doing this  

 

would be to participate in a regional plan, covering 36 municipali-
ties, written by the Wyoming Valley Regional Authority.  There is a 
one-time initiation fee of $3,000.  There are also costs that the 
Township would incur on implementation of the plan, because the 
requirement that we reduce pollution is an unfunded Federal man-
date.  Mr. Slusser also wanted to remind the community that the 
Township had adopted the 2009 version of the International Proper-
ty Maintenance Code, and that it would be enforcing its provisions.                              
   Township Manager Peter Wanchisen included the following items  
in his report: 
1) Police will continue to emphasize looking for abandoned or      
uninspected motor vehicles and issuing citations for ordinance           
violations.                                                                                                                
2) UGI will replace burned out street lights with new LED street 
lights.  This will gradually result in a reduction of the Township's  
electrical bill.  Replacing all the street lights with LEDs immediately 
would save us an estimated $400 a year, but UGI does not have the 
manpower or inclination to do this.       (Continued on next page) 
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May 1, 2017: Attorney Slusser had recommended at the April meeting 
that the Township participate in the Wyoming Valley Regional Author-
ity's plan to reduce pollution in storm water. The Commissioners voted 
to pay the plan's initiation fee of $3,000 at the appropriate time. Com-
missioner John Vishnefski announced that the Township is now in the 
process of buying a new lawn mower for the Department of Public 
Works that will be used to cut grass in the Township's recreation parks. 
He also mentioned that people using the Wanamie Recreation Park 
were complaining that they are having a hard time getting keys to the 
restrooms there.  Police Chief Jeremy Blank said that the Township 
could leave the restrooms unlocked during the day and that the police 
would turn off the lights in the restrooms and lock them in the evening.                     
   Mr. Wanchisen included the following items in his Manager's report: 
1) The Township has installed 12 “No Parking” signs along the                 
entrance road (Vista Drive) to the Ridgeview Section.  Enforcement of 
the signs will include ticketing and/or towing of vehicles parked in  
violation of the parking ordinance. 
2) The Township is making a coordinated effort to reduce illegal activi-
ties (littering and nuisance shooting of firearms) along the Township's 
Burma Road, which extends through former coal mining land from 
Ridgeview to Wanamie and on to Glen Lyon.  It has gotten the cooper-
ation of the Earth Conservancy, Pollock Enterprises, A. R. Popple Inc., 
the Newport Police, and Magistrate Donald Whitaker.  In addition, the 
Township will put surveillance cameras in areas where illegal activities 
have occurred.   
3) The Township will transfer its Heart and Lung insurance coverage to 
D.G.K. Insurance as of August 1, 2017.  This will result in an annual 
premium reduction of approximately $1,500. 
4) Fire Chief John Floryshak has recommended that the Township 
modify the Fire Company's response plan in case of a fire at the State 
Correctional Institution at Retreat.  The present plan sends all fire 
fighting equipment to Retreat, leaving none to response to a fire else-
where in the Township. The Commissioners voted to approve the   
modification of the plan. 
5) The Township would like to mention and publicly thank residents 
Irene Bezdziecki and Delbert Hull, who have worked tirelessly to im-
prove the quality of life in the Township. Irene regularly cleans up trash 
along Township roadways, and Delbert regularly cleans up litter in 
Township recreation parks and paints benches and tables. 
 

June 5, 2017: Township financial consultant Jennifer Polito reported 
that an audit of 2016 receipts and disbursements will begin soon to 
check whether there was any theft of municipal funds other than what 
has already been discovered.  She mentioned that Township staff will 
begin preparing the 2018 budget in July, with plans to finish it by            
October. She also mentioned that the Township is considering getting a 
loan from the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Bank, part of the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Transportation (PennDot), in order to repave Town-
ship roads.  The Infrastructure Bank provides low interest loans for 
roadwork of this kind. 
   Attorney John Solt, acting for Township Solicitor Christopher 
Slusser, reported that he had drafts for an ordinance prohibiting parking 
on Vista Drive and another prohibiting storing abandoned vehicles in 
the open on private property.  He also said that he had two documents 
for the Commissioners' approval that would implement the Township's 
participation in the Wyoming Valley Regional Authority's storm water 
pollution reduction plan.  The Commissioners voted to approve the 
abandoned vehicle ordinance and the Township's participation in the 
pollution reduction plan, but decided to postpone approval of the park-
ing ordinance until they could further discuss the penalties for viola-
tions. 
    Mr. Wanchisen included the following items in his report:  

1)We have identified 25 Township streets that need repaving.  Town-
ship engineers will estimate the cost of repairing each street.  The            
decision of which streets will be paved will be based of the condition of 
each road, its volume of traffic, and available funds.   
2) Former Township Manager Rich Zika was sentenced today for theft 
of Township funds.  He received a sentence of 2 years of house arrest, 
followed by 5 years of probation.  According to sentencing guidelines,  
 

 as a first time offender Mr. Zika could have been sentenced to 1) 30 
days in jail, followed possibly by no probation, or 2) approximately 
the sentence he received.  I represented the Township at the sentenc-
ing.  I argued for house arrest and probation because, under the first 
option, Mr. Zika may not have received probation, and would have 
finished his sentence in only 30 days.  I believe that theft of this kind 
should be discouraged by sentencing offenders to significant               
punishment.   
 

Groundbreaking for Lower South Valley                            
Public Works Co-Op Building 

By John and Carol Jarecki ~ On April 12, 2017 a groundbreaking 
ceremony was held in Wanamie for the Lower South Valley Public 
Works Co-Op Building.  Newport Township will construct the build-
ing to house maintenance equipment and other public service vehi-
cles that will be shared by the Lower South Valley Council of Gov-
ernments (LSVCOG), which includes Newport, Hanover, and Plym-
outh Townships as well as Ashley and Sugar Notch Boroughs,           
Nanticoke City, and the Earth Conservancy (EC) .  
   Present at the ceremony were State Senator John Yudichak, State 
Representative Gerald Mullery, Township Commissioners John Zyla, 
Paul Czapracki, John Vishnefski, Debbie Zaleski, and Township  
Administrative and Operations Director Joe Hillan.  Also present 
were Earth Conservancy President/CEO Mike Dziak, officials of 
various LSVCOG governments, and representatives of PennEastern 
Engineers, LLC.   
   Newport Township will pay for the building with a $250,000 State 
Local Share Assessment (LSA) grant. The building will house more 
than $500,000 worth of maintenance equipment, including paving 
equipment, bought by the LSVCOG with another State LSA grant. 
The Earth Conservancy donated the land for the building.  Construc-
tion is expected to be completed later this year. 
   Senator Yudichak, the principal speaker at the event, said that this 
ceremony celebrated a rare achievement in Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia, regional cooperation between local governments, in this case that 
of the members of the LSVCOG. He said that the new facility was 
the result of hard work and perseverance of many individuals, includ-
ing the Newport Township Commissioners, Newport Township Man-
ager Peter Wanchisen, Hanover Township Manager and LSVCOG 
Chairman Sam Guesto, State Representatives Gerald Mullery and Ed 
Pashinski, and Joe Yudichak, the Senator's father, who worked with 
Newport officials to clear the land.   

Continued from previous page 

2 

From left in first row: Norman Manovsky (PennEastern Engineers), 
Commissioner John Zyla, Commissioner John Vishnefski, Senator 
John Yudichak, Commissioner Paul Czapracki, Representative            
Gerald Mullery, Commissioner Debbie Zaleski, Gale Conrad 
(Plymouth Twp. Supervisor).  From left in second row: Emil Jarolen 
(PennEastern Engineers), Rich Wiaterowski (Nanticoke Mayor), 
Greg Gulick (Ashley Borough Mgr.), Mike Dziak (Earth Conserv-
ancey Pres.), Sam Guesto (Hanover Twp. Mgr., LSVCOG Chair-
man), Joe Hillan (Twp. Admin. Operations Dir.), Joe Yudichak 
(Plymouth Twp. Supervisor), Pat Dalton (Sugar Notch Council). 

Newport Class of ’67 Plans 50th Reunion 
Newport Class of ‘67 will hold their 50th Reunion on September 9 
at Holy Transfiguration Hall, Hanover Section of Nanticoke.  Con-
tact Bonnie Cooney Lazar at 570-474-1031 for information. 



NTCO PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

By Stephen E. Phillips 
 

   The Newport Township Community Organization offers its apprecia-
tion to all candidates who placed their names on the ballot for the                   
primary election.  Congratulations to incumbent Township Commission-
ers John Zyla and John Vishnefski who garnered both parties’ nomina-
tions in the election, and will thus run unopposed in the fall. 
   Recently, the Township closed the book on a disturbing episode when 
the former Township Manager, Richard Zika, was sentenced to two years 
of house arrest followed by five years of probation for his theft of                     
approximately $160,000 of Municipal funds. 
   With the passage of these two events, this writer, in his role as                                    
President of the Community Organization, encouraged the Board of 
Township Commissioners to focus on developing a Plan of Action chart-
ing a course for the Municipality’s future.  Included in this request was 
an appeal that special focus be placed upon a strategy to assist in revital-
izing the Village of Glen Lyon.   
   A commitment was made that the Community Organization would  
assist the elected officials if requested. 
   The Area citizenry is reminded that the entire population’s assistance 
and cooperation is respectfully solicited to aid in insuring that any pro-
posed plan’s objectives are successfully effectuated. 
   The Community has truly rallied behind this Organization’s food distri-
bution program   Program coordinator, Palmira Miller, has supplied this 
writer with the following program data reflecting the initiative’s success 
for the period of August 2016 through May 2017: 
   The categories and averages per month are as follows: 
 -12 new households 
 -75 households served (families) 
 -180 people served 
 - 49 children served 
 -103 adults served 
 -28 seniors served (those 60 years old and above) 
 -13 new volunteers 
 -45 volunteers 
 -118 volunteer hours. 

We thank all who have, and will in the future, participate as volunteers. 
   This Organization continues to encourage all Township residents to 
lend their assistance to the numerous activities and entities which contin-
ue to improve the Community’s overall quality of life.  Any endeavor or 
volunteer group will have a more positive outcome if more individuals 
lend their time, expertise, and financial support to the undertaking. 

 

I never knew...did you?                                                              
Guarding the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

                                                  

Submitted by Murph Fletcher  
The Tomb Guard 

   Serving at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is a defining period in 
the lives of Tomb Guards. Although Tomb Guards come from every 
state in the United States and every walk of life, they are forever     
bonded through their shared experience of service at the Tomb. A 
strong bond is formed through an extremely demanding and humbling 
experience. 
   Tomb Guards are handpicked and rigorously trained.  Duty at the 
Tomb is not for everyone, with the majority of soldiers who begin 
training failing. Tomb Guards describe their service as a privilege and 
an honor, and are undeniably proud of their service. They are part of 
an unbroken chain of soldiers dating back to 1926. The ideals of the 
Tomb become the guidepost for their lives, as well as a motivating 
factor and measuring stick for future endeavors. 
   The Sentinel’s Creed is the Tomb Guard standard. The 99 words of 
the Creed capture the true meaning of their duty. You will often hear 
the words “Line 6” proudly uttered by Tomb Guards as they converse 
with each other or with their chain of command. 
   Tomb Guards are part of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, "The Old 
Guard."  Serving the United States since 1784, The Old Guard is the 
oldest active infantry unit in the military still in service. After valorous 
performance in the Mexican War, the Old Guard received its unique 
name from General Winfield Scott during a victory parade in Mexico 
City in 1847. The Old Guard has a long history of service to the                
United States from the Revolutionary War to the Iraq War. 
   Since World War II, the Old Guard has served as the official "U.S. 
Honor Guard" unit and "Escort to the President,", as well as maintain-
ing its certification as an infantry unit for combat roles. In that capaci-
ty, Old Guard soldiers are responsible for conducting military ceremo-
nies at the White House, Arlington National Cemetery, the Pentagon, 
national memorials and elsewhere in the nation’s capitol. In addition, 
these soldiers defend civil authorities in Washington D.C. and support 
overseas contingency missions. The Old Guard recruits soldiers based 
on certain intangible traits, and with requirements for height and 
weight, physical fitness, aptitude scores, and conduct. These soldiers 
are considered to be the most suitable to represent the United States at 
home and abroad, and the Tomb Guards are considered the best of this 
elite unit. 
   The Old Guard is comprised of three battalions, with two of them 
residing at Fort Myer in Arlington. The battalions are organized in 
several companies and specialty platoons to fulfill their mission. 
 

The Tomb Platoon 
   The Tomb Guard is comprised of three Tomb squad "reliefs", 1st, 
2nd and 3rd Reliefs. The reliefs are organized based on height, so that 
the Tomb Guards are similar in size during the Changing of the Guard, 
although the Sergeant of the Guard can organize reliefs based on   
operational needs. 
   The Tomb Platoon is responsible for maintaining the highest           
standards and traditions of the United States Army and this Nation 
while keeping a constant vigil at this National Shrine, and whose          
special duty is to prevent any desecration or disrespect directed toward 
the Tomb.  
   To become a Tomb Guard, an Old Guard soldier must volunteer by 
applying for appointment to the Tomb through the Sergeant of the 
Guard. To be considered for an appointment, the soldier must be    
highly motivated and disciplined, and possess a strong military            
bearing and soldierly appearance. 
   If appointed, the soldier is assigned to the Tomb for an initial                   
two-week training period. The period focuses on basic Changing of 
the Guard sequences, uniform preparation, and memorization of a 
basic "knowledge" packet about the Tomb and Arlington National 
Cemetery.  At the conclusion of the two weeks, the soldiers are tested 
in these areas. If they pass, they are assigned to one of three reliefs as 
a trainee for an intense training period. If they fail, they are assigned 
back to their company. 
   Source: https://tombguard.org/tomb-of-the-unknown-soldier/the-
tomb-guard/ 
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The Flora and Fauna of Newport Township  
 

Bats 
 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~   
Newport Township has long been 
a habitat for bats, more recently            
because of all the old mine shafts 
throughout the township which 
provide cave-like environments.  
A protected species of bat has   
taken up residence just outside of 
Glen Lyon.  See the article on the                    
hibernaculum on Page 10.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bat Facts 
1.  Bats are mammals of the order Chiroptera (/kaɪˈrɒptərə/; from the 

ancient Greek: χείρ - cheir, "hand" and πτερόν - pteron, "wing")
whose forelimbs form webbed wings, making them the only             
mammals naturally capable of true and sustained flight.  

2. Flight has enabled bats to become one of the most widely distribut-
ed groups of mammals.  Apart from the Arctic, the Antarctic and a 
few isolated oceanic islands, bats exist all over the world. Bats are 
found in almost every habitat available on Earth.                             

3. The appearance and flight movement of bats 52.5 million years ago 
were different from those of bats today.  Physical characteristics 
suggest that this bat did not fly as much as modern bats do, rather 
flying from tree to tree and spending most of its waking day climb-
ing or hanging on the branches of trees. Mammalian flight most 
likely evolved in arboreal gliders, rather than terrestrial runners. 
This model of flight development, commonly known as the "trees-
down" theory, implies that bats attained powered flight by taking 
advantage of height and gravity, rather than relying on running 
speeds fast enough for a ground-level take off. 

4. There are more than 1,200 species of bats in the world. 
5. 70% of bats consume insects and small bugs for food. The other 

30% consume various types of fruit. Only a small number of bats  
      feed on blood. 
6.  The smallest bats are the Kitti’s Hog-Nosed Bat and they weigh 

less than an ounce. They are about 1 ½ inches long. The largest 
bats in the world are the Giant Golden Crowned Flying Fox. They 
weigh about 3 pounds and can be close to 5 feet long.  

7.    Bats use echolocation to be able to hear and to communicate. This 
is why they can find their prey in complete darkness without any 
difficulty. 

8.    Some species of bats don’t see well at all but others have the abil-
ity to see long ranges. They can even detect ultraviolet light. 

9. Bats usually breed in the springtime. A female can have one, two, 
or three litters during that period of time. There is usually only 
one young born at a time. The wings of young bats aren’t fully 
developed at birth. The typical life span for a bat is approximately 
20 years. 

10. Vampire bats feed mainly on the blood of cattle. This is the only 
species of bat that feeds from this type of nourishment. Very few 
species of bats feed on blood. 

11. The dung of bats is very rich, and in some parts of the world    
farmers collect it to use as fertilizer. This dung was also used   
during the Civil War to make gun powder, as it is a source of  
nitrogen and phosphorus.   

12. The fruit bat is one of only a few animals known to direct its calls 
at specific individuals in a colony rather than broadcast, as is the 
case of birdsongs. 

13. Bats are natural reservoirs for a large number of zoonotic              
pathogens, including rabies and histoplasmosis (a type of lung 
infection) both directly and in guano (excrement). 

14. Most microbats are nocturnal and are active at twilight. A large 
portion of bats migrate hundreds of miles to winter hibernation 
dens, while some pass into torpor in cold weather, rousing and 
feeding when warm weather allows for insects to be active. 

       Others retreat to caves for winter and hibernate for six months.                                                  
15. Their high mobility, broad distribution, long life spans,                    

substantial sympathy, and social behavior make bats favorable 
hosts and vectors of disease. 

16. Constructed in March 1991, the University of Florida bat house 
is the largest occupied artificial roost in the world. The bat house 
has approximately 300,000 residents, which can eat upwards of 
2.5 billion insects (2,500 pounds) per night. 

17. Evidence suggests that barotrauma is causing bat fatalities around 
windmill farms.  The lungs of bats are typical mammalian lungs, 
and unlike the lungs of birds, they are thought to be more sensi-
tive to sudden air pressure changes in their immediate vicinity, 
such as near wind turbines, and are more liable to rupture. 

18. In European cultures, bats have long been associated with witch-
craft, black magic and darkness. The Three Weird Sisters incor-
porate the fur of a bat in their brew in Shakespeare's Macbeth, 
written around 1603-1605. 

19. Among some Native Americans, such as the Creek, Cherokee 
and Apache, the bat is a trickster spirit.                        

20. Chinese lore claims that the bat is a symbol of longevity and           
happiness, and the bat is similarly lucky in Poland, geographical 
Macedonia and among the Arabs. 

21. In Mesoamerican mythology, bats symbolized the land of the 
dead, which was considered to be the underworld.  They also 
symbolized destruction and decay. 

22. Dracula, in both Bram Stoker's novel and in some film versions 
can transform into a bat. He can also transform into a wolf, a rat 
and mist.  

 

Crime Watch News 
 

By Sue Heinz ~ Newport Township Crime Watch meets on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 7 pm in the Community Room of the 
Township Municipal Building, West Kirmar Avenue, Wanamie. All 
township residents are welcome and encouraged to attend. A Crime 
Watch cannot succeed without the support and cooperation of the 
residents. If there are problems or concerns, they can and should be 
discussed at one of our meetings. The Chief of Police or a police  
officer is in attendance.  Meetings will be held on July 13, August 10, 
and Sept. 14. Mark your calendar and plan on attending one or more 
of them. National Night Out will be held on Tuesday, August 1 at                
St. Faustina’s Grove in Sheatown.  There will be entertainment, 
demonstrations, free games, good food, and lots more. Come, support 
your hometown, and have fun! 
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                                     A Surprise Visitor                                                                                                                                                                               

Upon waking up one recent morning,  Kevin Barrett of Alden 
was surprised to find Mr. Black Bear awaiting a cool dip in his 
back yard pool. Kevin lives across the street from the R-Bar on 
Kirmar Avenue.  Beware of the bear! 



The Old Oak Tree 
 

By Tom Kashatus  ~ Following is a little nostalgia for those who 
attended Newport Street’s Kosciuszko School in Glen Lyon during 
the early years.  We couldn’t find a better place to attend school  
with the caring teachers and a more exceptional place to have recess 
where there were sidewalks around the school; softball games in the 
school yard; tables and benches for card games, snacks, and chat; 
basketball games; ”fasties” against the Pulaski wall; jumping rope; 
and playing among the trees on the schoolyard bank along Newport 
Street.  Believe it or not, some of these landmarks are still there. 
Even during summer vacation, the schoolyard was packed with            
activity.  Some of the most fun was picking acorns from the mighty 
oak tree that had stood there for generations and taking them home 
at the end of the day to make a necklace or some other craft.  Well, 
since Kosciuszko was closed and demolished, and Pulaski closed 
and the schoolyard fenced off, the activities that we once cherished 
as youngsters were no more since the grounds became off limits to 
the neighborhood. 
   This past winter was relatively mild, except for a record breaking 
snowfall in March.  One other misfortune of Mother Nature had also 
taken place and pretty much went unnoticed.  One night, during a 
strong wind storm, that mighty oak (now 4.5 feet in diameter and 
14.25 feet in circumference) came down quietly without any fanfare.  
Why was it unnoticed?  Because it fell toward the school yard and 
not on the street which might have caused extensive damage. The 
passing of this once majestic oak brought to my attention the effect 
that diseases and Mother Nature have on oak and other species of 
trees that once flourished in our  local environment.  These trees are 
still of importance to our society but may be vanishing. Over the 
past three or four generations in Northeast Pennsylvania and New-
port Township, trees have been under attack by Mother Nature, in-
sects, and diseases attributed to foreign agents such as the spores of 
certain fungi.  Many years ago our parents may have told us of the 
demise of the American Chestnut tree which almost died out due to 
a blight caused by a pathogenic fungus.  The wood from this majes-
tic tree which flourished abundantly and furnished food for animals 
and humans was also a source of wood for furniture and household 
trim.  Presently, there is an effort by Pennsylvania foresters to bring 
back a disease-resistant American chestnut, but that may take                      
generations.   
   Over the past 40 years, Dutch Elm Disease has killed thousands of 
elm trees in community forests. The disease is thought to have been 
brought from Europe on diseased elm logs in the 1920s. The fungus 
that causes the disease, Ophiostoma Ulmi, usually is carried to 
healthy elms by native and European elm bark beetles, but it is also  
spread from tree to tree through root grafts among elms growing in 
groups.   
   On a list of evildoers, the woolly adelgid doesn't have quite the  

same ring to it as, say, “Count Dracula” or the “Green Goblin.”  But 
make no mistake, to Pennsylvania's endangered state tree, the Eastern 
Hemlock, the woolly adelgid might as well be named “Doctor Doom.”  
The tiny insect, which sucks fluid from the base of hemlock needles, 
has killed thousands of trees across Pennsylvania.  Left untreated, the 
adelgid kills a hemlock in four to 10 years.  Now the State Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources is laying out its efforts to fight 
back and is looking to private landowners to help in the survival                  
attempt for our state tree.   
   White Ash in 2011 was the seventh most abundant tree species in 
Pennsylvania. A small area of Pennsylvania and New York has sup-
plied white ash for the Louisville Slugger, the official bat of Major 
League Baseball.  A hard wood with its beautiful grain may also be 
used for furniture and cabinetry.  "The emerald ash borer, an Asian 
invader, is the most destructive exotic forest pest in North America 
since the chestnut blight and Dutch elm disease, with the ability to 
potentially destroy the entire ash genus," according to a forestry            
management plan for the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources. 
   Oak Wilt occurs west of the Susquehanna River in Pennsylvania.  It 
has been prevalent in south central Pennsylvania counties and is  
moving northward.  The fungus, Ceratocystis Fagacearum, can attack 
most oaks; but those in the red oak group are highly susceptible.  
White and bur oaks are generally less susceptible than red oaks.  
Contaminated trees die within a few weeks while those with some      
resistance may decline slowly for 2 to 3 years or may recover.  A              
fungal mat develops under the bark of the tree and erupts through the 
bark in the spring.  Sap-feeding and bark beetles feed on this fungal 
mat and pick up sticky spores. They spread the spores as they move 
short distances to adjacent oaks to feed on fresh, bleeding wounds.  
There is treatment available to control those areas which are affected.   

   Not all is lost as universities and colleges offer degrees for careers in 
Forestry, Wood Utilization, and Agriculture to emphasize the necessity 
and procedures for proper forest and land management to overcome 
these travesties that have been taking place which affect our lives and 
recreation opportunities in so many ways.   

 
National Night Out 

 
 

 By Sue Heinz ~  August 1, 2017 is getting closer.  Plans for the 2017  
Newport Township Police Department/Newport Township Crime 
Watch  National Night Out are moving at a rapid pace. Most of our 
contributors from last year have agreed to return this year. They in-
clude the NTCO's Chili Cookoff (there’s still time to perfect those 
secret recipes), Kevin Barrett's Self Defense Program, Karen Metta 
face painting,  Dr. Andrew Makos, Chiropractor, RBar’s wing eating 
competition, and Yogi’s Potato Pancakes.  Our popular Chinese Auc-
tion (baskets needed) will be held, along with the Bake Sale,                
Children's Free Games, Dunk Tank and Food Stand. Volunteers are 
needed for all of these stands. Our Fire Department will again be 
demonstrating a car rescue with a wrecked car from Bink’s Garage. 
We are very pleased to announce that our hometown group 40lb Head 
will be performing this year. Any individuals, organizations, churches, 
or businesses who would like to be a part of our 2nd Annual National 
Night Out can contact us at newportcrimewatch17@gmail.com. Even 
though the Police Department and Crime Watch sponsor NNO, it is a 
community event and our community is welcome to participate.                  
Volunteers are needed for every aspect of the event. You don't need to 
be a Crime Watch member, you just need to be willing to help. Even 
an hour or two will be appreciated. Our Police Chief Jeremy Blank is 
working on a few surprises for this year's event. 
    Did I mention we are looking for lots and lots of volunteers? You 
can contact us on our Facebook page or at the Gmail address above.      
Further information on planning sessions will be posted on the official  
Crime Watch Facebook page. Last year's event was an overwhelming 
success thanks mainly to the leadership of the late Jerry McMahon. 
Help us honor his memory by continuing what he started and making 
this year bigger and better.  Hope to see all of you on Tuesday, August 
1 at St Faustina Grove in Sheatown. Bring your family, your friends, 
your neighbors. Everyone is welcome! 
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This once mighty oak tree stood in front of Kosciuszko School 
on Newport Street in Glen Lyon. 



 
American Legion Auxiliary Post 539 Glen Lyon 

By Lorrie Materiewicz 
 

 

Induction of New Members 
On March 2nd, the Newport 
Township American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 539 held its 
regular monthly meeting with 
the addition of the annual 
initiation ceremony for new                    
members. This is a brief,            
patriotic service that details 
the four principles of the or-
ganization: freedom, justice, 
democracy and loyalty. It is 
conducted by the President 
and Secretary, and new mem-

bers receive tokens representing each of the four principles: pop-
pies, pins, Auxiliary emblems, flags, & flag codes. They then take 
the oath of the Auxiliary and receive their membership certifi-
cates. Pictured are, left to right, front row, new members Allie 
Graham, Tiffany Graham, and Karen Samuels. Back row:                  
President Lorrie Materewicz and Secretary Sally Billings. 

 

Flag Replacement  
The Thursday before Memorial Day is traditionally the day when 
flag replacement is accomplished by members of American Le-
gion Posts 539 and 971 and VFW Post 8353 along with their Aux-
iliaries and Squadrons and civilian volunteers. This year, however, 
fou\nd inclement weather to be in the forecast for that day, so the 
date was rather hastily changed to Wednesday, the 24th. Notifica-
tion was made by social media in the hopes that as many people 
would be reached as possible, but if somehow any potential volun-
teer was missed, we apologize, for that was not our intention. Our 
intention was to remain dry! Hopefully next year, Mother Nature 
will cooperate, both on flag replacement day AND on Memorial 
Day.   
 

Auxiliary Yard/Bake Sale 
The second Glen Lyon Legion Auxiliary Unit 539 Yard/Bake Sale 
will be sponsored on Saturday, August 5th from 8 am—3 pm at 
the Post home, 62 Newport Street, Glen Lyon. Vendor spaces are 
available for $10.00 per space which includes 2 tables and chairs 
with electricity if reservation is made early enough. For further 
information/reservations, please call Lorrie at (570)-736-7177. 
 

We Need Your Jeans! 
Valor Clinic/Paul’s House is located in Monroe County. Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 539 has worked with them before. They are a safe 
haven/transitional housing facility for homeless Veterans and their 
families, such as those who have fallen on hard times due to job 
loss, home foreclosure, etc. They do not house or treat actively 
addicted Veterans. The clinic provides shelter, clothing, meals, 
laundry, furniture, job counseling, a general hands-up and so much 
more. As far as monetary donations, 100% go right to the clinic’s 
causes; it is an all-volunteer effort and there are no paid personnel. 
They often sponsor “stand down” to reach out to area Veterans. 
Our Unit is currently seeking gently used blankets and your old 
jeans and hoodies, please. These are the most needed items right 
now, but if you have anything else you wish to donate, like kitch-
en items, NEW baby items, clothing, or whatever, please call   
either Sally at (570)-736-6543 or Lorrie at (570)-736-7177 and we 
will glady make arrangements to pick up your offerings. Remem-
ber, someone’s trash really can become someone's else’s treasure. 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  
 

Poppy Distribution 
A familiar sight the weekend prior to Memorial Day is Legion/
Auxiliary/VFW members at places of worship/businesses holding 
poppy containers. A few facts: these poppies are assembled by 
hospitalized Veterans who are paid 8 cents per poppy made; each 
poppy costs 20 cents to be purchased by a Post or Unit for distri-
bution; the monies received are used to fund programs that sup-

port these same hospitalized Veterans.  May 26th is National Poppy 
Day. As always, we thank you for your generous support and for allow-
ing us to use your venue. Also, it is totally appropriate to wear a poppy 
year-round. “Such sacrifice through valor made; a debt too deep to be 
repaid; from their courage freedom born; to remember them a poppy 
worn.” Thank you. 
 

Chicken BBQ 
On Sunday May 21st from noon to 4 pm, American Legion Post 539’s 
Home Association, with the assistance of the Auxiliary, sponsored this 
year’s first chicken barbeque. Thankfully, the weather co-operated and 
allowed that cloud of scrumptious smoke to waft over the west side of 
Glen Lyon, tempting many to purchase tickets at the door. It was a suc-
cessful event, and as always, we thank all those who offered their sup-
port.  We hope you enjoyed your dinner.  

 
Memorial Day 

May 29th Memorial Day started out as a dreary, very rainy holiday, but 
that did not deter the dedicated troops of American Legion Post, Unit & 
Squadron 539 and 971 and VFW Post 8353 from performing the tradi-
tional military ceremonies at the Glen Lyon, Alden, Sheatown and 
Wanamie cemeteries and monuments and at the Post home. A total of 
approximately 15 stops included prayers, Taps and rifle volleys.  In   
addition, the detail in Glen Lyon was joined this year by a small contin-
gent of members from Daisy HR 32134. It was terrific seeing these 
young girls learn the importance of this great day. All participants gath-
ered at the American Legion Post home for an after-action meal pre-
pared by the Auxiliary once the ceremonies were completed and the 
American flag returned to full mast. Thank you is extended to all town-
ship residents who acknowledged the meaning of the holiday by flying 
their American flag. Never forget the price paid for your freedom.  
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 At left: Billy 
Burgess tending 
the BBQ pit.  
 
Pictured right: 
The flag is kept 
at half mast till 
noon on Memo-
rial Day.  Here 
SAL Command-
er Kyle Pegarella 
returns the flag 
to full staff. 

Above, facing St. Michael's Cemetery: VFW Chaplain Joe Molski  
recites prayers for the fallen. Looking on are Chief of Police Jeremy 
Blank, Auxiliary members Janet Wenner, Tiffany Graham. Allie          
Graham, Barb Meyers, Sylvia Hagenbach, Donna Kamionka, Eileen 
McMullen, Sally Billings, Rifle Detail Bugler Ed Bienkowski, Mike 
Pauska, Mark Rinehammer, Ed Sotack, Bernie Mihneski,  Mark                 
Kamionka, Flag Bearers Patrick McMullen, Jerry Wenner, Todd Noss, 
Kyle Billings and Rifle Detail Mike Figmic. 



Newport Township Obituaries 
 

By Tom Kashatus ~ The following is the NTCO quarterly obitu-
ary page for the 2017 Summer issue of the Newsletter.  These 
obituaries are in reference to individuals who have ties to New-
port Township and/or Newport Township High School.  This 
page has been receiving favorable reviews from our readers and 
we hope that it continues into the future.  The obituaries in the 
newsletter are published in abbreviated form due to limited space; 
thus, it has been decided to run a more complete obituary on our 
website to include employment, survivors, family, church mem-
bership, funeral director, place of interment, etc.  See 
www.newporttownship.com.  The website also has a link leading 
to the original newspaper obituary.  As always, your comments 
are welcome.  If someone is missed, please notify this writer at 
tomkash@verizon.net or call (570) 736-6981.    
 

KIRSCHNER, Charles “Charlie,” 57, of Ashley, and  formerly 
of Wanamie, passed away February 28, 2017. Charlie was born  
on June 16, 1959, and was employed by Standard Coach,                  
Nanticoke.   
 

RAITTER, Betty, 72, of Dallas, and formerly of Glen Lyon, 
passed away  March 5, 2017.   
 

NAGEL, Melanie E., 98, of Columbus, Ohio, and formerly of 
Glen Lyon, passed away March 14, 2017. Melanie was born on 
April 21, 1918.   
 

ZENDARSKI, Nina Elizabeth, 14, of Glen Lyon, passed away 
unexpectedly March 14, 2017.  Nina was born on March 25, 
2002, and was a student at GNA.  She was a member of Saint 
Adalbert’s Church in Glen Lyon.   
 

POINTEK, Patricia Ann (nee George), 79, of Binghamton, NY, 
and formerly of Alden, passed away August 6, 2016.  Patricia 
was born on August 3, 1937.  She was raised in Alden and was a 
graduate of Newport Township High School Class of  ‘55.    
 

BENSCOTER, Sarah Agnes (nee Belles), 93, of Sheatown, 
passed away January 20, 2017. She was a graduate of Newport 
Township High School.    
 

LACHOWECZ, Catherine (nee Juszczyszyn), 95, of Bayside, 
NY, and formerly of  Glen Lyon, passed away March 27, 2017.   
 

LIPSKY, Joseph A., 86, died March 29, 2017. Joseph was born 
on March 31, 1930, and raised in Glen Lyon.  He was a graduate 
of Newport Township High School Class of ‘47.  He received a 
B.S. degree from Penn State University in 1951, and then served 
in the US Air Force Strategic Air Command during the Korean 
War.  Joseph received a MS Degree and PhD from Ohio State 
University and retired from OSU as Professor Emeritus.   
 

BUGEL, Michael, 94, passed away  February 16, 2017.  He 
graduated from Newport Township High School Class of ‘42.  
Michael was a veteran of the US Navy serving with the Armed 
Guard during WW II.  An honor guard ceremony took place and 
burial was at sea.    
 

 KIEWLAK, Chester M., 88, of Nanticoke, raised in Glen Lyon, 
passed away April 4, 2017. He was a graduate of Newport Town-
ship High School Class of ‘46.  
 

CZEKALSKI, Elaine, C., RN, 88, of Wilkes Barre, and formerly 
of Glen Lyon where she was raised, passed away April 6, 2017.  
Elaine was a graduate of Newport High School.  
 

ZOLNEROWICZ, Matilda K. (nee Kempinski), 94, of Moun-
tain Top, and formerly of Glen Lyon, passed away April 8, 2017. 
She was a graduate of Newport Township High School Class of 
’40 and Wilkes College with a degree in business.   
 

ROKE, Mario L., 89, of Glen Lyon passed away April 7, 2017. 
He attended Newport Township schools and was a US Army   
veteran of WW II serving with the 11th Airborne Division.              
Mario was a member of the former Saint Denis Church.  Also, he 
was a member of the Newport Township Fire Department for 
over 40 years and was one of the first EMT’s from the time the 
program was established.   
 

KIRNER, Bernice (nee Stawasz), 86, of Nanticoke, raised in Newport 
Center, passed away April 16, 2017. She was a graduate of Newport    
Township High School Class of ‘47.    
 

MOLESKI, Anita, 67, of Old Newport Street, Sheatown, passed away  
April 14, 2017.   
 

PIAVIS, Florence A., 92, of Mountain Top Senior Center, and formerly of 
Glen Lyon, passed away April 20, 2017.     
 

WYDO, Attorney Ron, 80, of Hanover Township passed away April 22, 
2017. Attorney Wydo was instrumental in Newport Township politics dur-
ing the early 80’s when he petitioned Luzerne County Court of Common 
Pleas on behalf of an effort by a group of independent Democrats to 
change the electing of commissioners from being elected by wards to being 
elected at large throughout the township, an initiative that continues today.     
   

STELMACK, Natalie L. (nee Kanyuck), 97, formerly of Nanticoke, 
passed away April 22, 2017. Natalie was born in 1920 and raised in Glen 
Lyon.  She was the daughter of the late John and Louisa (Sutter) Kanyuck.  
She attended Newport Township schools.   
 

HARMON, Christian D., 41, of Glen Lyon, and formerly of Poughkeepsie, 
NY, passed away  April 11, 2017. 
 

NAJAKA, Mary Elizabeth (nee Dogiel), 95, passed away on  February 28, 
2017 at the Meadows Nursing Home, Dallas.  Mary was predeceased by 
her husband, Bernard E. Najaka of the Glen Lyon-Lee Najaka Family. 
   

CUEBAS, Dawn (nee Fairchild), 80, of Port Charlotte, FL, and formerly of 
Sheatown, passed away March 22, 2017.  She was raised in Sheatown, and 
a graduate of Newport Township High School, Class of ’54.    
 

DECKER, Patricia Ann (nee Forgach), 47, of Nanticoke, passed away 
April 28, 2017.  Patricia was raised in Glen Lyon and graduated from 
Greater Nanticoke Area High School Class of ‘87.  
 

OLSZEWSKI, The Rev. Daniel David, 90, of Laflin, passed away April 
28, 2017.  Father Olszewski served as Vicar-Administrator of the former 
Saint Michael’s Church in Glen Lyon during the 1960’s.   
 

RAMBUS, Joseph J., 82, of Orchard Street, Glen Lyon, passed away May 
2, 2017.  Joseph lived his entire life in Glen Lyon.  He was a graduate of 
Newport Township High School Class of ‘52, and of Pennsylvania College 
of Technology, Williamsport, studying in the  Heavy Duty Mechanic Pro-
gram.  Joe was a US Air Force veteran of the Korean War attaining the 
rank of Staff Sergeant.  He was recently honored as a 60-year member of 
the Glen Lyon American Legion Post 539.   
 

LUKASZEWSKI, Justin C., 31, of Overlook Drive, Ridgeview, passed 
away unexpectedly in Florida.  He was employed as a truck driver.    
 

MACIJCZAK, Bernadine Zyla (nee Skonieczki), 85, of Old Newport 
Street, Sheatown, passed away May 5, 2017 She attended Nanticoke 
schools and was employed as an inspector for RCA Mountain Top.  She 
was a member of Saint Faustina Parish, Post 350 American Legion Wom-
en’s Auxiliary, and Newport Township Senior Citizens.   
 

THOMPSON, Thomas L., 67, of Nanticoke, and formerly of Newport 
Township, passed away  January 10, 2017. He attended Newport Township 
schools and was employed as a painter for Phoenix Manufacturing Co.   
 

SCHRAEDER, Doris M. (nee Jones), 90, of Wilkes Barre, passed away 
January 22, 2107.  Doris was predeceased by her husband, Captain Ray-
mond Schraeder Sr., U.S. Air Force and Newport Township native, who 
died while on active duty in Anchorage, AK in 1958. Doris is survived by 
her son, NTCO Life Member Raymond Schraeder Jr. and his wife Mina. 
 

ELMY, Cleveland Robert Sr., 84, of Nanticoke, and formerly of Shea-
town, passed away May 1, 2017.  He attended Newport Township schools 
and was a veteran of the US Army.  He was employed as a carpenter under 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters & Joiners Union Local 645.   
 

GURZYNSKI, Andrew Joseph, 75, of Shickshinny, died  May 15, 2017. 
He graduated from Newport Township High School Class of ‘59 and 
Bloomsburg State College as a Research Biologist.   
                         

DOMASHINSKI, Mary E. (nee Hower), 51, of Orchard Street, Glen 
Lyon, passed away May 15, 2017. 
 

VILLELLA, Lois A. (nee Turley), 83, of Jermyn, and formerly of Glen 
Lyon, passed away May 22, 2017.   
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TASTE OF THE TOWNSHIP  
 
 

             PICKLES 
 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~ Who 
doesn’t remember their mothers 
and grandmothers canning pickles? 
They are tasty with hamburgers 
and hot dogs on hot summer days. 
In years past, most people in the 
Township planted gardens to sup-
plement their incomes and cucum-
bers are generally easy to grow.   
   Pickles have a very long history 
and are found across all cultures. 
They date as far back as 2030 BC 
when cucumbers from their native 
India were pickled in the Tigris 
Valley. Aristotle, 350 BC, praised 
the healing effects of cured cucum-

bers. In ancient times, they may have long been considered a beauty 
aid. It was said that Cleopatra attributed her good looks to a hearty 
diet of pickles. Roman emperors, including Julius Caesar fed pickles 
to their troops in the belief that they lent physical and spiritual 
strength. 
   Pickles are created by immersing fresh fruits or vegetables in an 
acidic liquid or saltwater brine until they are no longer raw or vul-
nerable to spoilage. Pickled cucumbers are often lacto-fermented in 
saltwater brine. During this process lactic microbial organisms de-
velop, which turn the naturally occurring sugars of foods into lactic 
acid. In turn, the environment becomes acidic quickly, making it 
impossible for any spoiling bacteria to multiply. Cucumber pickles 
can also be made with a salt and vinegar brine, a popular choice for 
home cooks. 
    The word “pickle” comes from the Dutch pekel or northern                   
German pókel, meaning “salt” or “brine,” two very important                  
components in the pickling process. It was a good way to flavor and 
preserve food for a long period of time. It was one of the earliest 
mobile foods. 
    Pickled vegetables were a dietary staple for Jews living in the 
Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania and Russia. The sharp flavor of pickles 
proved a welcome addition to the bland bread-and-potato diet of 
these cold weather countries. When a heavy influx of eastern Euro-
pean Jews arrived in New York City during the late 1800s and early 
1900s, immigrants introduced kosher dill pickles to America.  
   Home pickling was made much easier and more sanitary during 
the 1850s, when two essential canning tools were invented. First, a 
Scottish chemist by the name of James Young created paraffin wax, 
which helped to create a seal for food preserved in jars. A few years 
later, John Mason developed and patented the first Mason jar.                 
Mason’s jars were made from a heavyweight glass that was able to 
tolerate the high temperatures used in canning and processing                
pickles. 
 

Pickle Facts 
1. Thomas Jefferson wrote: "On a hot day in Virginia, I know 

nothing more comforting than a fine spiced pickle, brought up 
trout, like from the sparkling depths of the aromatic jar below 
the stairs of Aunt Sally's cellar." 

2. The health benefits of the pickle are incredible. Raw, lacto-
fermented vegetables (pickles) have good bacteria that inhibit 
the growth of harmful microbes in the intestines. They have a 
high concentration of vitamin C. They help you absorb iron 
better.  Research shows that vinegar can help with weight loss. 

3. Americans consume 26 billion pickles a year. That's about nine 
pounds of pickles per person. 

4. More than half the cucumbers grown in the U.S. are made into 
pickles. 

5. Amerigo Vespucci, for whom America is named, was a pickle 
merchant before becoming an explorer. 

6.  Pickling has been used to preserve food for almost 5,000 years. 
7. The pickle is both a fruit and a vegetable.  

8. Notable pickle lovers from history include: Emperors Julius Cae-
sar and Tiberius, King John and Queen Elizabeth I of England, 
Samuel Pepys, Amerigo Vespucci, George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson and Napoleon Bonaparte. 

 
Here is a simple but delicious recipe for pickles, used often by Heidi                         
Jarecki and courtesy of Joan Ford:  
 

24-hour Pickles 
 

Ingredients:  Cucumbers, lots of garlic cloves and fresh dill.  
 

Brine:  
2 quarts Water                     
1 cup  Vinegar 
3/4 cup  Sugar 
1/4 cup  Salt  
Bring to a boil and let cool. Use 1 or 2 large glass jars. 
 
Quarter cucumbers and place in jars with white part of cucumber 
facing out. Stuff with dill and garlic in between.  Pack cucumbers tight 
so they will not float. Pour cooled brine into jars covering cucumbers. 
Cover jars with lids.  They will be ready to eat in 24 hours. Keep                
refrigerated.   
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All Newport Reunion                                                       

The All-Newport Reunion will be held on Sunday, October 8, 2017 
at Holy Transfiguration Hall, Hanover Section of Nanticoke begin-
ning at 1:00 pm.  Invitations will be mailed in July.  Please call 
Heidi and Paul Jarecki at 570-733-2540 if you wish to be added to 
the mailing list.  Hope to see you there! 

 
 



Glen Lyon Bat Hibernaculum 
 Acquired by Pennsylvania Game Commission 

 
 

By John and Carol Jarecki ~ On April 10, 2015 the Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion voted to purchase a 144 acre parcel of land between St. Adalbert's Cemetery 
near Glen Lyon and the Lee section of Newport Township. On this property is an 
abandoned mine entrance used by a large number of bat species as a winter hiberna-
tion site, that is, a hibernaculum.   
   The Glen Lyon hibernaculum is, according to Game Commission biologist Mike 
Scafini, the most important such site in Northeastern Pennsylvania in terms of the 
number of bats and the diversity of bat species at the location.   
   The Game Commission purchased the land from Silverbrook Anthracite Inc. for 
$281,000, this sum coming from the State's habitat mitigation fund.  This fund 
comes into play when, for example, a company carries out industrial development 
that has an impact on a wildlife species in the State.  The company may then be re-
quired by the State to make payments into this fund.   
   The Game Commission bought the land in order to carry out the part of its mission 
that involves protecting endangered species, in this case the small-footed bat and the 
Indiana bat.  Besides their inherent value as part of the natural environment, bats 
pollinate crops, disperse seeds, and eat millions of insects. 
   To protect the site, the Game Commission has built a tall corral fence around the 
hibernaculum and keeps the site under surveillance. The Commission forbids any-
one but authorized people to get within the fence .  Fines for violations, which can 
exceed $1000, depend on the type of violation and the time of year when it occurs.  
For example, disturbing the bats during hibernation, causing more harm than at  
other times, is a serious violation.     
   The number of bats statewide, and in the Glen Lyon hibernaculum, has had a dra-
matic decrease over the last decade because of the spread among bats of a disease 
called white nose syndrome (WNS), in which a fungus invades the skin of the bats.  
The disease awakens the hibernating bats early, endangering them by causing them 
to spend reserves of energy needed to survive through the winter.   
  According to Mike Scafini, statewide there has been a 99% decrease over the past 
decade in the population of little brown bats, Indiana bats, Northern long-eared bats, 
and tricolored bats. There has a been a 25-30% decrease in big brown bats and east-
ern small-footed bats.  At Glen Lyon, there has been a similar decline, but biologists 
still find survivors among the little and big brown bats and the eastern small-footed 
and long-eared bats.  Protecting critical habitats, like the Glen Lyon hibernaculum, 
gives these bat populations a chance to recover.   
 

For our readers who are baseball fans! 
 

   The “Count” 
      

     By John Kashatus 
 

Prologue: 
When one asks about the Count, 
Is it royalty in a European country? 
Does it refer to Monte Cristo, 
or Candles on a birthday cake, 
or a Sesame Street vampire? 
 
Everyone should know the Count. 
It determines the succeeding play. 
The pitcher thinks, up on the mount 
How to keep the batter “at bay”. 
 
The batter prepares to hit the pitch 
Although he can only guess. 
His swing cannot possess a hitch 
Or his time in the box will be less! 
 
When the 0-2, 1-2 count is in the pitcher’s favor, 
He may opt to toss a curve or “heat”. 
Then the 2-0, 2-1, 3-1 pitch that batters savor 
May end up in the bleacher’s seat. 
 
To have the Count in the hitter’s edge, 
Then lose it with a lackluster swing, 
Certainly changes all the odds 
And now, the pitcher is the “king”. 
 
Does the Count play into offensive strategy 
As well as a defensive ploy? 
Will it lead to a base runner’s tragedy 
Or a manager’s sheer joy? 
 
Being a fan is a noble plan 
When becoming a student by any name, 
Knowing the Count is paramount 
In understanding the game! 
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Above is the collapsed mine shaft that is now the  hibernaculum. This picture was 
taken in 2007 before the high protective fence was built.  Often called the “Ice 
Cave,” it was well known in the Township for years because even on the hottest day 
of the year, thick columns of ice could be seen down in the opening. 
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Demise of a Building 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~ It’s a sad day when yet another building in 
the Township must be demolished.  Behind every building is a story. 
Pictured top left is the Terkoski Building, located at  66-68 West Main 
Street, Glen Lyon in its younger days. It stood next door to the Newport 
Movie Theater.  In the lower right side of the building (66) was a lunch-
eonette called “Ideal Lunch” which featured a pool table.  It was owned 
and operated by Mr. and Mrs. James Vesel.  James was born in 1892 in 
Vittole, Yugoslavia.  In 1912, along with his boyhood friend John Spero, 
James emigrated to the United States.  James and John began a business 
partnership in Greensburg, and after several years, James left to start his 
own business in Glen Lyon. In the early ’30s, James was proprietor of 
“Glen Lyon Lunch” located at 75 West Main Street.  Later, he opened 
Ideal Lunch at 66 West Main Street.  He  married Mary Bartashunas of 
Inkerman, born in 1903.  They had two children, Bob and Eleanor.  
Their son Bob was a radio announcer locally and at Wheeling, WV. He 
later worked in New York City television and eventually settled in 
Belen, New Mexico with his family.  James served on several communi-
ty committees. He was a deep sea fisherman, and in July, 1946 won first 
prize in a contest in Cape May, NJ for the largest fish caught that day. It 
is said that James also played a pretty good poker game.  James and 
Mary were active in St. Denis Church.  They eventually moved to     
California where their daughter lived.  James passed away in 1971, and 
Mary in 1988. 
   In the left side of the building (68), Kostek Terkoski (sometimes 
spelled Terkowski) operated a grocery store.   In 1927, the population of 
Glen Lyon was such that it supported 12 grocery stores:  Joseph 
Buhoski, Isadore Danoff, J. Dzialdowski, S. Engle, L. H. Gross, P.     
Helmecki, M. Iskovitz, J. Kacala, D.H. Rosen, W. Sherba, Steve     
Smocharski, and Kostek Terkoski.  Kostek was the son of Valentine and 
Antonina (Julia) Terkoski, born in 1890.  Among his brothers and sisters 
were: Stanley, Joseph, Bruno, Mrs. Anthony Lebarski, Mrs. Louis 
Tushinski, Bolish, Frank, Mrs. John Forgach, Mrs. William Rushin, and 

Mrs. Ralph Sarday.  Kostek married Helen Lewicki of Plymouth 
in 1914.  Active in Democratic circles, he served as Township 
Tax Collector from about 1933 till 1941.  He and Helen had one 
daughter, Marie.  Kostek was active in St. Adalbert’s Church, 
the American Red Cross,  the Musician’s Union, and No. 1 
Hose Company.  He died in September, 1944 at age 55. Helen 
passed away in 1966.  Both the Vesel and Terkoski families 
lived in apartments on the second floor of the building.     
    Sometime in the 1950’s, Chester and Geraldine Smocharski 
opened Smocharski’s Market at the same location.  Chester was 

the son of  Stephen and Anne Bernardin Smocharski.  Stephen 
had operated a grocery store on Newport Street, near the     
American Legion.  Among Chester’s siblings were Regina  
Smocharski, Edward, and Gertrude Murphy.  Chester graduated 
from Newport High School in 1944.  He attended The Citadel in 
Charleston, S.C. on a full scholarship for football and basket-
ball.  He graduated from Western Maryland College, Westmin-
ster, MD.  He was a Navy veteran of World War II.  He served 
as fire chief for the Newport Township Fire Department, and 
manager of the Newport Township Sewer Authority. Geraldine 
was the daughter of Louis and Mary Misavage.  She was a     
graduate of Newport High School and Wilkes-Barre Business 
College.  Geraldine and Chester  married in 1949 and were the 
parents of Mary Ann Ricci and the late Stephen.  They were 
active members of St. Adalbert’s Church.  They retired from the 
grocery business in 1987.  Chester passed away in 2007 and   
Geraldine in 2013.   
   Following the Smocharskis’ retirement, the building changed 
hands and the second floor apartments were rented for a time. 
The downstairs remained closed.  (Top right picture)  The build-
ing had not been occupied for at least the past 10 years, and 
began to deteriorate. Finally, the back of the building     
collapsed, posing a danger to nearby homes.   
   The building was razed in May, 2017.  (Picture below) 



2017 Earth Day Event 
 

   The Pennsylvania Environmental Council would like to Thank 
You for participating in Earth Day 2017 by planting trees at Pinchot 
State Forest in Plymouth Township! With your hard work, we plant-
ed 4,000 White Pine, 3,000 Quaking Aspen, 480 Chestnut Oak, 500 
American Chestnut Hybrids, 150 Northern Red Oak, and 50              
American Chestnut trees on a site which hasn't seen foliage in               
decades.  In a few years, these trees will provide animal habitat, help 
filter water, and stabilize the slope from erosion. These trees were 
donated by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and                
Natural Resources, Bear Creek Organics and the Appalachian            
Regional Reforestation Initiative (ARRI). 
   Working together we improved Pennsylvania's environment and 
improved water quality in the Susquehanna River. Through your 
actions, you helped the Chesapeake Bay, downstream of the Susque-
hanna, and contributed to the Reforestation Initiative.  Take a bow! 
THANK YOU! 
   You and 340 volunteers came to the forest over two days, an in-
credible achievement and a testament to how beloved Pennsylvania's 
natural resources are. If you would like to view photos from the two 
days, visit the gallery on our website: www.pecpa.org. While you're 
there, you can learn about the work PEC does across the state, listen 
to our new podcast series “Pennsylvania Legacies,” or donate to help 
support conservation efforts in our state. 
   This was truly a collaborative effort, so I would also like to thank 
the partners who contributed so much to the tree planting: 
 

Pinchot State Forest, PA Department of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources 
U.S. Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
The Department of Environmental Protection 
Luzerne County Conservation District 
The Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds 
Keep Northeastern Pennsylvania Beautiful 
Bear Creek Organics 
Lowes 
Middleswarth Potato Chips 
Pizza Bella 
Dunkin Donuts 
Eastern Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation 
Williams 
DCNR Community Connections to Our Watersheds participating High 
Schools: 
Honesdale, Lackawanna Trail, Mtn. View, Old Forge, Riverside and 
Scranton 
College Misericordia 
Kings College 
Wilkes University 
Coughlin High School 
GAR High School 
Hanover High School, 
Rock Solid Academy 
GFWC West Side Women’s Club 
Newport Township Crime Watch 
Newport Township Community Organization 
Daisy Troop 32114 
Bear Scout Pack 193 
Boy Scout Troop 154 
Magic World Child Care Center 
 

   Again, thank you for committing your time and talent to making 
Pennsylvania a more beautiful, more sustainable place. 
 
                                                Palmira Miller, Program Coordinator 
                                                Pennsylvania Environmental Council 
 

GNA Marching Band Visits Preschools 
 

By Director Christine Ferrato ~ In May, the GNA School District 
Family Center located at K.M. Smith Elementary School in Sheatown, 
worked with students from the GNA Marching Band to bring a music 
education presentation to four preschools in the GNA School District.  
Children at Magic World Early Learning Center (Newport Township) 
and the GNA Pre-K Counts program (located at K.M. Smith Elemen-
tary School), as well as Nanticoke’s Head Start and Big Daddy’s Day 
Care all were able to learn about and try their skills at playing instru-
ments, thanks to the high school students who volunteered their time 
and talents. 
   Band students who participated in the project were Sarah Adkins 
(tuba), Madelyn Bugdonovich (flute), Andrea Grey (clarinet), David 
Mash (snare drum), Benjamin Placek (flute), Andi Roberts (tenor  
saxophone), and Jacob Vick (trumpet).  GNA School District Family 
Center Director Christine Ferrato visited the preschools each month 
during the school year with “music and movement” outreach visits, 
part of the Family Center’s “My School, My Community” program.  
On May 24 she brought the band students, with their instruments, to 
lead the presentations for this special end-of-year event. 
   During the school year, the children learned about and were able to 
try playing instruments from the string family (guitar and violin) and a 
variety of instruments from the percussion family.  When the band 
students visited, the classes were introduced to the brass family (tuba 
and trumpet) and the woodwind family (clarinet and flute).  Each band 
student explained about how their instrument works at an appropriate 
level for each age group.  The children also had the opportunity to try 
playing, or receive help with playing their choice of instruments; and 
everyone sang a few songs together.  The discussion and demonstra-
tion involved science (such as how vibration makes sound and music), 
math (including shape identification such as square, rectangle, cube, 
circle, and cylinder), comparing and contrasting (sizes, shapes, instru-
ment families), speaking and listening skills, and the physical (fine 
motor and gross motor) skills required for playing the instruments and 
for marching.   
   The GNA Family Center is part of the GNA School District and is 
located in the K.M. Smith modular.  The Center is funded by state and 
federal (non-local) grants and offers several parent education and early 
childhood development programs.  This includes two PA Pre-K 
Counts classes, a Parents as Teachers (PAT) home-visiting program 
for ages prenatal through kindergarten, and My School, My Commu-
nity (with events and activities focused on school transition, family 
engagement, and community collaborations).  Registration for the Pre-
K program which follows the school calendar usually takes place in 
the spring of the year.  Registration for the PAT home-visiting pro-
gram is continuing and the program is run all year around.  Any ques-
tions may be directed to Christine Ferrato at (570) 735-0935.      

    
At Magic World Learning 
Center shown facing in the 
left photo are from the left 
Family Center Director   
Christine Ferrato with guitar; 
Marching Band students,  
David Mash, Andrea Grey, 
and Jacob Vick; and Magic 
World children, Silas,         
Isabella, Brielle, Jeremiah, 
Ella, Shawna, and Adriel. 
 

 
In the right photo are David 
Mash, Andrea Grey, and 
Jacob Vick showing their 
respective instruments 
(drum, clarinet, and                 
trumpet) to Magic World            
children Shawna and              
Brielle. 
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Greater Nanticoke Area Football Banquet 
 

By Tom Kashatus  ~ I was pleasantly impressed when I walked into the 
Greater Nanticoke Area Football Program’s annual banquet which 
honored the athletes at the Junior High, Ninth Grade, Junior Varsity, 
and Varsity levels and was held Genetti’s in Wilkes Barre.  The attend-
ance of over two hundred people was stunning.  I was glad that my 
grandson, Collin, purchased a ticket for me.  There was no big shot 
speaker to bend our ears, but the program that was put on by Mrs. 
Annmarie Coughlin, leader of the 12th Man Booster Club, and Coach 
Ron Bruzza was stirring and satisfying for all to enjoy.  Mrs. Coughlin, 
as the emcee, welcomed everyone, the meal was great, and Coach 
Bruza - having done his homework - quipped and showed recognition 
to each and every one of his players from his personal experiences.  
Superintendent Ron Grevera Jr. and Principal Mrs. Amy Scibek were 
given special recognition prior to the onset of the main program.  
   What remained with me the most was how Coach Bruza emphasized 
the responsibility of the athletes from Nanticoke City, Newport Town-
ship, Plymouth Township, and Conyngham Township, not only on the 
athletic field, but also for their accomplishments in the classroom.  If 
satisfactory academics are not met, there is a price to pay: “You do not 
play.”  Throughout the year, there also is the responsibility of  giving 
back to the community.  The importance of participation in the follow-
ing community events was acknowledged:  (1) Quality Hill End of   
Summer Picnic. in support of the organization’s programs;  

(2) Thanksgiving Day Delivery of Meals, for those who are unable 
to experience a traditional meal due to health or family circum-
stances; (3) Dr. Greenwald’s Oncology Prescription Plan, which 
has raised over $50,000.00 as a senior project over the last six 
years - $16,000.00 this past year alone; (4) the ALS Walk, in sup-
port of Mr. Jack Pickle of Newport Township, US Navy veteran, 
and former long-time mail carrier in Glen Lyon, (5) Nanticoke 
City Christmas Parade, giving out treats to children along the pa-
rade route; (6) Nanticoke City Trunk or Treat event during Hal-
loween; (7) Commission on Economic Opportunity (CEO) Chil-
dren’s Produce Market. unloading pallets of produce, bagging 
food, and carrying food to vehicles; (8) Newport Biddy Basket-
ball,  setting up equipment for the annual Boys’ and Girls’ Tourna-
ment. 
   What better way for student athletes to live their lives - study 
hard, play hard, and volunteer their time to help others who do not 
have the ability to do the same.   
    Justin Casey was recognized for his accomplishments on the 
football field throughout the season (82 total tackles - 14 for a 
loss, 13 sacks, 3 forced fumbles while recovering 2, and 1 defen-
sive touchdown) and the honor of being selected to the Pennsylva-
nia Football Writers Class 3A Football Team.  Casey was right-
fully given his high school playing jersey in a frame by Coach 
Bruza.  The afternoon was completed with a slideshow developed 
by the coach’s wife, Amanda Bruza.     

12 

First row, seniors: Brad Markowski, Ian Novakowski, Tyler 
Kowalski, Cooper Bartle, Nate Harrison, Justin Casey, John  
Pietrzyk, and Austin Belles.   Second row:  Colby Butzynski, 
Trevor Grohowski, Eric Jeffries, Allen Fowler. John Guszak, 
John Kryzwicki, Nick Marcinkowski, Mark Walters, Ammyn 
Gregory, Matt Engle, and Colin Segal.  Third row:  Kyle 
Bobeck, Brandon Karavitch, Matt Pointkowski, Kris Seiwell, 
Dawson Hughs, John Shoemaker, Rickey Klepadlo, Andrew Day, 
Andrew Gurzynski, and Austin Cheslaw.  Fourth row: Dylan 
Shychowski, Matt Bobeck, Brian Reakes, Joseph Ammons, Jack 
Conover, Shane Repaski, Matt Wrubel, Michael Krieger,                  
Alijandro Hernandez, and Darren Boseman.  Fifth row, coaches:  
Coach Neal McMahon, Coach John Pietrzyk, Coach Tony             
Chiarucci, Coach Ron Bruza Sr., Coach Harry Gulich, Head 
Coach Ron Bruza Jr., Coach Blake Balderrama, Coach Joe               
Shimko, Coach Kyle Gavrish, Coach Walt Shychowski, and 
Coach Ken Kasprzyk. 

   The Amazing Honey Bee 
By Tom Kashatus ~ "If the bee disappears from the surface of the earth, man would have no more than four 
years to live."  The preceding quote was made by one of the smartest men to have ever lived - Albert              
Einstein.  The following statement is quoted from Royden Brown, author and entrepreneur in the field of 
honeybee pollen: “Of all God’s creatures, only the honeybee improves the environment and preys not on 
any other species.”   
   Why are we talking about the honeybee in the Newport Township Community Organization Newsletter?  
Usually after a tough winter, springtime is the time when this little gal and guy begin to make their moves 
to sustain their longevity, and at the same time benefit mankind with the process of pollination and creat-
ing that precious food product called honey.  Also, unknown to many Township residents, a colony of bees 
has existed under the floor-boards at the recycling shed located at the public works building adjacent to the 
Hillan Little League Field in Wanamie.  Upon receiving a report of “bee infestation” and a “developing 
swarm” at the site, Frank Licata, Operations Manager and Master Beekeeper of Mann Lake LTD, located 
at the Hanover Industrial Center, hurriedly gathered materials and traveled to Newport Township to inves-
tigate.  Upon arrival, Frank determined from his experience that without a doubt a feral colony of honey-
bees was located under the shed and two of the young queens were being chased out of the colony.  
(Unbeknownst  to many residents, the bees have been there for a number of years.)  One swarm had begun 
to develop in an adjacent tree; and another swarm, on the eave and roof of the recycling shed.  Upon leav-
ing two manmade bee boxes at the shed overnight, Licata was successful in trapping the bees located in the 
tree, but unsuccessful with the other swarm on the shed.  Licata stated that honeybees are threatened by the 
yarroa mite which has the ability to wipe out a species within three years and is comparable to the once 
deadly smallpox epidemic that affected humans.  Honeybees are also threatened by bears and skunks, for 

whom bees are a source of protein; the honey is only dessert and a secondary objective.  Some other bee facts are:  A.  There are three classes 
of honeybees: (1) the queen, who may lay up to  2,500 eggs per day; (2) female worker bees, who live for about six weeks, do all the work, 
collect nectar, and make the honeycomb; (3) larger male drones who do no work except to produce sperm which fertilizes the eggs.  B.  Honey 
is the only food that includes all the substances necessary to sustain life.  C. The honey bee has been around for millions of years.  D.  The 
average worker bee produces about 1/12th teaspoon of  honey in her lifetime. Check out  http://www.benefits-of-honey.com/honey-bee-
facts.html for more information.   

 

 

Frank Licata in the process of  
transferring bees from a nearby 
tree to a hive. 



Zelda Fischer 
 

Interview with Lorna 
Fischer Manahan 
and written by Tom 
Kashatus ~ Believe 
it or not, Zelda (nee 
Long) Fischer was 
born July 5, 1910.  
Zelda came to New-
port Township (Glen 
Lyon) via Hunlock 
Creek where she was 
born to James and 
Lennie (Talcott) 
Long.  She was 
raised in a loving 
home with her                  
father, mother, two 

brothers and two sisters, and experienced "a lot of good food, fun 
and laughter."   
   Like many children from a rural area, Zelda attended school in a 
one-room schoolhouse heated by a potbelly stove which was strate-
gically placed in the center of the room for maximum warmth.  It 
was maintained by the older student boys.  When thirsty, students 
drank water from a bucket with a long-handled dipper. After gradu-
ating from the eighth grade, Zelda passed the county eighth grade 
exam and entered high school in Kingston where she lived for the 
next three years with an aunt and uncle.  She graduated in 1928. 
   Zelda continued her education when she entered the Nanticoke 
State General Hospital Nursing Program, which included obstetrical 
training at the Elizabeth Steel-Magee Hospital in Pittsburgh. In      
September 1931, she passed the state boards and began working as a 
registered nurse (RN).   
   About one year later, she began post-graduate studies in surgical 
and operating room nursing at Bellevue Hospital in New York City. 
She returned to Nanticoke State Hospital in March 1933 where her 
promised nurse supervisory job was on hold for her, and she stayed 
until January 1934. 
   While at Nanticoke State Hospital, a fellow nurse, Viola Fischer, 
suggested Zelda go on a date with her brother, Wilbur G. Fischer. 
"Viola thought Wilbur and I would hit it off and she was right," re-
flected Zelda. They married in August 1933 and lived in Glen Lyon 
for 42 years. They had one child, a daughter, Lorna.   
   Wilbur taught English and Social Studies at Pulaski Junior High 
School in Glen Lyon.  He and Zelda had strong Christian roots and 
were active in their community and the Glen Lyon Methodist 
Church.  Wilbur was a Mason and Zelda belonged to the Order of 
the Eastern Star.  Wilbur passed away in 1983 just shy of their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  
   As a student and teacher of The Bible, Zelda showed tremendous 
insight about The Bible and the Holy Land as she reflected on her 
trip to Israel, Jordan, and Egypt.  She stated, “It was truly a once in a 
lifetime opportunity.  Where else would I ride a camel?”  In 2015, 
Boston Medical Center, a teaching affiliate of Boston University 
School of Medicine, approached Zelda and Lorna with an interest in 
doing research in the “Genetics of Longevity.”  In Zelda’s case this 
study would be a rare and important opportunity to discover critical 
information about devastating age-related diseases such as cancer, 
Alzheimer’s disease, and heart disease.  Components of the study 
would involve data about Zelda’s health and medical history; a 
memory test; family history; birth certificate information; a blood 
test, etc.  Zelda had to print, sign, and date papers relating to the 
study.  In spite of  hearing loss and Zelda having to use a “white 
board” with a black marker, researchers have stated that, “She has 
been just amazing.”                                                                                                             
   It goes without saying that Zelda is a woman who is intensely 
proud of her family and their accomplishments.  Her grandson  
Kenneth (top right) is Vice President of a Division of General  
Dynamics Information Technology Inc. in Northern Virginia.             
Kenneth’s wife, Denise (lower right), works as a school secretary at  

Smith Station Elementary School, Spotsylvania, VA.  Zelda’s great 
grandson Kenny (top left), a graduate of James Madison University, 
teaches Special Education in Fredericksburg, VA.  Great grand-
daughter Lauren, a graduate of Radford University, is in the restaurant 
business in Outer Banks, North Carolina.   
   Prior to retiring, Zelda worked as a surgical and operating room su-
pervisor.  She has lived at Pitman Manor in New Jersey since July 
1998.  At the age of 107, Zelda is not as active as she used to be.  She 
rolls around in her wheelchair, eats three meals a day, watches TV a 
bit, plays tic-tac-toe, does simple math, and loves words!!!   Her 
Christian love, willingness to help others, and outgoing personality 
has led to many wonderful friendships over her lifetime. 
   During the years between 1930’s and 1960’s when Zelda lived in 
Glen Lyon at the United Methodist Church Parsonage on South           
Market Street, she made many friendships through her work and       
community involvement which she loved and misses dearly even          
today. Even though Glen Lyon was then a bustling community, she 
still misses the “small town atmosphere” that it projected.  Zelda loved 
her church and is very appreciative that many members of her family 
continue to remain close and live nearby.   
   Zelda’s daughter Lorna stated that she couldn’t have grown up in a 
better community and environment than Glen Lyon.  Even at age 82, 
she still remembers the school kids at Kosciusko, Pulaski, and New-
port Township High School.  Lorna is very appreciative of her teach-
ers and activities that have molded her life and helped her become the 
person she is today.  She and her late husband, Ken, met at West 
Chester State College as students.  He received a BS Degree in Geog-
raphy and History and a Masters in Guidance Counseling.  Lorna’s 
degree was in Music Education.  Living in Deptford, NJ since 1960 
and being retired, Lorna continues to remain active with Deptford  
Rotary; and as church organist, pianist and choir director of                     
Almonesson United Methodist Church.  Classmates and longtime 
friends Betty Ann (Kielar) Skweir, Judy (Sedor) Becker, Clair (Smith) 
Metros, Eileen (George) Kaska, and Irene (Keller) Dombroski contin-
ue to meet intermittently outside Hazleton at the “Top of the Eighties.”   
She still holds dear her childhood friends who have passed on: Connie              
Cobosco, Joy (Stark) Charlton, and Eleanor (Zimolzak) Fox.   
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Did you know? 
Lake Nuangola, once part of Newport Township and now part of             
Nuangola Borough, was called “Triangular Lake” up until about 1899. 
Before that, it was known as “Long Pond.” 
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The Newport Township Firemen held a fish dinner at the R Bar 
in Alden on March 22.   

A Spring Bingo sponsored by the Newport Township Women’s 
Activity Group was held Sunday, March 23 at St. Adalbert’s 
Church Hall in Glen Lyon.   
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Pictured left is Albie 
Zaborney preparing fish 
for the Lenten Fish Din-
ner held at St. Adalbert’s 
Church, Holy Spirit                
Parish on April 8.   
 

Pictured right & below is 
the Visit with the Easter 
Bunny and the Egg Hunt 
held at the Wanamie 
Recreation Park, spon-
sored by the Newport 
Township Women’s Ac-
tivity Group on April 9. 

Pictured left is the New-
port Township Fire-
men’s Good Friday 
Food Sale on April 14, 
co-sponsored with St.                 
Faustina’s Church in 
Nanticoke.   
 
 

Pictured right is the     
traditional Blessing of  
Baskets at St Adalbert’s 
Church in Glen Lyon on 
Holy Saturday, April 
15th. Shown is Father 
Louis Kaminski, Pastor. 

 

On March 31, the 
Newport Township 
Crime Watch spon-
sored a class on Self 
Defense Survival 
Awareness, conduct-
ed by Crime Watch 
member, Kevin Bar-
rett.  Shown at left 
are Kevin, an uniden-
tified assistant, and 
Amy Saraka.  Kevin 
is a certified Police 
Defensive Tactics 
and U.S. Army Hand
-to-Hand               
Combat Instructor.     

Spring Events in the Township 

Vacation Bible School  

Vacation Bible School will be held at St. Adalbert’s Church Hall in 
Glen Lyon from July 17 to July 21, from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm each 
day.  This is open to all children from ages 4 to 13.  For more infor-
mation please call 570-736-6372 or 570-417-2449.  Children should 
be pre-registered.  The theme this year is “Maker Fun Factory:               
Created by God, Built for a Purpose.”  The program is free. 
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Mrs. Josephine    
Tilletski of   
Wanamie celebrat-
ed her 100th birth-
day with a surprise 
party on March 9.  
Pictured left is Mrs. 
Tilletski with her 
four children, 
clockwise from 
bottom left: Kathy, 
Dorothy, John, and 
Mary Jo.  Congratu-
lations on reaching 
this amazing mile-
stone! 

Pictured right is Rev. 
Louis Kaminski, Pas-
tor of Holy Spirit Par-
ish, who celebrated 
the 40th Anniversary 
of his ordination on 
Sunday, May 7.  The 
Mass, followed by 
dinner in the Church 
Hall, was held at St. 
Adalbert’s Church, 
Glen Lyon.  Over 160 
people were in attend-
ance from all three 
churches in the parish.    
The Knights of Co-
lumbus participated. 

Sponsored by the Newport Township Crime Watch, in conjunction with the Nanticoke Conservation Club and the Pennsylvania Environmen-
tal Council, a cleanup of an illegal dumpsite near Ridgeview was held on April 30.  Pictured above are the many volunteers who participated.   
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Henry Brocki Honored for His Service 
 

Interview by Ed Kalinowski ~ Henry Brocki was born May 4, 1921, 
raised in Wanamie, and attended Newport Township schools.  As a 
youngster to help Mom and Dad, he picked potatoes for Carter 
Bache for 40 cents a day and picked coal in the “strippins” to help 
heat the family home.  In 1942 he discovered that the Marines didn’t 
want him; so, he went across the hall and joined the US Navy.               
Today, 96 year old Henry Brocki reminisced about his life, good and 
bad; but one thing was certain: he misses the wife he loved for 72 
years who passed away in 2016, the former Henrietta Washock of 
Nanticoke.  He vividly remembers that Henrietta “never said no” to 
him. 
   After enlisting in the US Navy in 1942, Henry was sent to the 
Great Lakes for basic training where he became a radar specialist.  
Following training he was assigned to duty in the North Atlantic 
flying in a SB2C Navy Hell Dive Bomber made by McDonald/
Douglas to hunt Nazi U-Boats.  Unfortunately, Henry’s plane was 
shot down, but he was rescued at sea.  He spent four and one half 
traumatic months in a naval hospital under the care of Lt. Com-
mander Dr. Hughes who decided that Henry’s Navy career was over 
in 1945 due to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  World War 
II veteran Henry Brocki returned home, worked as a miner, became 
a school director, and feels that he has lived a good life. 
    On Memorial Day, 2017, the Jeffries/Slapikas American Legion 
Post 971 and the Pennsylvania American Legion remembered Henry 
for the 70 continuous years that he has been a member in good 
standing with a certificate of appreciation and 5’ x 8’ American Flag 
which flew over the Nation’s Capital in Washington D.C.   
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Memorial Day Services at the Cemeteries on the         Father Louis Kaminski leading                     Memorial Day Services at St. Nicholas   
West side of Glen Lyon.                                               Memorial Day Mass in the chapel at the       Cemetery on the East side of Glen Lyon. 
                                                                                      Glen Lyon Cemeteries. 

 
 

Pictured left : Henry Brocki 
(center) receiving certificate 
from Post Commander Paul 
Kearney (left) and Post Ad-
jutant Ed Kalinowski 
(Right). 
 
Pictured right: Henry Brocki 
in uniform during World 
War II. 
  



Newport Township Teachers: 
Quinto Gionta 

 

By Heidi  Jarecki ~ Quinto William Gionta was born August 19, 
1911 in Glen Lyon.  His parents were Albino Gionta and Anajunto 
Pederugana Gionta who both emigrated here from Cormagina, Italy 
in about 1906.  Upon arrival in Glen Lyon, Albino found employ-
ment as a miner and the family settled at 34 Orchard Street.  Quinto 
was the youngest of five children: Lucy, Mary, Roland, John, and 
Quinto.  They were members of St. Adalbert’s Church. 
   Quinto was educated in Newport schools and upon entering high 
school, was active in extracurricular affairs.  In November, 1928, an 
article appeared in the Wilkes-Barre Times Leader citing the many 
activities Newport High School had to offer.  At the head of the arti-
cle is an editor’s note: “Newport High School takes honors for hav-
ing the largest news staff contributing articles to the Times Leader 
Scholastic Page.  Headed by Andrew Malarchik, editor-in-chief, the 
personnel is as follows: Leonard Cimbal, Stasia Beldowicz, Regina 
Smocharski, Muriel Thomas, Caroline Ptashinski, Eleanore A. 
Briski, Quinto Gionta, Emma Vital, Marcella Adamski, Eugene 
Rosen, Elizabeth Cragle, Mary H. Zaksefski, Margaret Petruno.”  
Quinto was also a member of the Junior Symphony Orchestra.  He 
was in the Senior Class Play and graduated in 1930. 
   He then attended Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove and com-
pleted his Bachelor’s degree in three years by attending summer 
school.  He also attended summer classes at the University of  Ala-
bama.  He participated in soccer, basketball, football, and baseball.  
He belonged to the German Club, the Glee Club, the Choral Society. 
The Sadtler Pre-Legal Club, Phi Kappa, and Epsilon Sigma Fraterni-
ty.  His course of study was for the teaching profession.  Quinto 
graduated at the summer commencement on August 11, 1933. 
   In 1934, Quinto joined the Young Democrats, which met at 
Grohowski’s Hall and later at the International House opposite No. 4 
Hose House in Glen Lyon. 
   Quinto Gionta was first appointed as a teacher on Monday, August 
10, 1936 by order of the Newport Township School Board.  His  
fellow new appointees were Mildred Ketz and William Morgan.  He 
started in the grade schools and by 1938 was teaching history in the 
junior high school.  He helped organize the “Pulaski School Milk 
fund Valentine card party” in the Pulaski gym.  The effort was  
headed by William Parks. 
   On June 29, 1937, Quinto married Isabelle Wisniewski of Nanti- 
coke in St. Mary’s Church.  Rev. A.G. Lewandowski, rector,               
performed the ceremony and the Mass was read by Rev. S. 
Robaczewski.  They were attended by Eleanor Ankevich and Henry 
Zarzycki. A reception followed at the home of the bride’s parents.  
The couple settled at 37 Old Newport Street, Sheatown.   
    Quinto had a lifelong affection for singing.  He was a member  

of the Glee Club and Choral Society in college, was a 
member of St. Cecelia’s Choir of St. Adalbert’s 
Church, and often directed the Senior Class Chorus.  
This writer remembers how he would lead our Ger-
man class in folk songs, and, on occasion, a drinking 
song, called “Trink trink Brüderlein trink.”  His                        
students loved it! 
   He also participated in chess tournaments during 
the 1940’s, held at the No. 1 Hose House in Glen 
Lyon.  The tournaments pitted company members 
against a group called “professional men.”  Quinto 
was a company member, and was beaten by            
Andrew Najaka in a series of games.   
   During World War II,  Quinto was appointed chair-
man of the scrap metal drive in the Township.  Ac-
cording to a newspaper account dated October 8, 
1942, “An outstanding example of this keen rivalry, 
of which Uncle Sam will be the welcome benefactor, 
appeared yesterday in Newport Township when three 
schools made unofficial reports on their collection.  
The latest report was that of Pulaski School in the 
township.  Quinto Gionta, managing the scrap collec-
tion there last night reported that Pulaski School, 
which collected 12,503 pounds of scrap in a few 

days, leads the schools in the township according to his reports.”  Mr. 
Gionta awarded students with defense stamps according to their per-
formance in collections.  On Monday, October 12, 1942, 500 school 
children in Newport Township staged a parade each carrying a scrap 
of metal and depositing them in bins at the schools.  The parade was 
led by the High School band, with chaperones.  Mr. Gionta chaired the 
event.  On December 8, 1942, the first anniversary of Pearl Harbor 
was commemorated by students at Pulaski School with an outside 
program.  A second call for scrap metal by the government was an-
swered at that time, and again Quinto chaired the event.   
   By January, 1944, Quinto left his teaching position for military duty.  
He enlisted in the U.S. Army on January 6 in New Cumberland, PA. 
By June, he was in training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri and later 
transferred to Officer’s Training School in Fort Belvoir, VA. He spent 
time in Germany and was discharged on February 28, 1945 from             
Lovell General Hospital, Fort Devens, MA.  He was reinstated to his 
teaching position on March 10, 1945.   
   Mr. Gionta taught history in the junior high until 1963.  In the fall of 
that year, the School Board decided to reintroduce German to the cur-
riculum and since Mr. Gionta had some experience with the German 
language, he agreed to teach it.  Mary Ann Tarnowski Murphy, Class 
of ’65, became one of his best students, so much so, that she later be-
came a teacher of German (and Spanish) herself.  She remembers: 
   “Mr. Gionta was my world history teacher in Junior High School. I 
remember looking forward to his classes as  they were well-presented, 
interesting and challenging.  And so it was easy for me to select Ger-
man as  my 11th grade foreign language elective when I learned that 
he was to be the  teacher. The first day of class he announced that he  
had been given language training in the Armed Services while sta-
tioned in Germany. He added that he would be learning along with us 
every day, but we could  be assured we would learn something new 
every day!  And so we began the first semester learning the unique 
sounds of the German language. Mr. Gionta would model the sound 
and the class would repeat in unison, then individually.  After several 
days, he announced a spelling test; he would dictate a German word 
and we would have to write it.  When he corrected and returned my 
paper,  he had written on the top: Sie Sind eine ausgezeichnete                  
Studentin!  (You are an excellent student!)  I had spelled every word 
correctly and had begun my inspired journey to master the German 
language.” 
    In addition to German, Mr. Gionta continued teaching history at the 
secondary level and retired in 1970.  His wife Isabelle passed away on 
July 3, 1997 at age 79.   She had been employed as a sales clerk for 
Raub Shoe Store, and the Leslie Fay Dress Factory.  They had cele-
brated 60 years of marriage together.  They had no children.    
   Quinto Gionta passed away on November 27, 2006.  He was 95.  
Quinto and Isabelle are interred in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Hanover 
Township.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

At left, Quinto Gionta’s Susquehanna University graduation picture.  At right, as a 
teacher at Newport Township High School, 1967. 



The 1964 Newport Township High School Basketball Season 
Part I 

 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~ The 1964 NTHS basketball season was 
a very successful one. It also marked the end of an era, the Era of 
Jim Davis, who served as head basketball coach from 1960-1964. 
Jim was born in Nanticoke on November 15, 1934. He graduated 
from Nanticoke High School in 1952 and received a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Education from King’s College in 1959.  Jim was an 
athletic standout in high school and college and in 1959 received 
national recognition as the top rebounder for small colleges.  He 
coached the King’s College basketball team for one year, played 
semi-pro basketball for the Wilkes-Barre Barons and served as their 
coach for one year before he was hired as a teacher and new basket-
ball coach at NTHS in 1959.  The once very successful basketball 
tradition at Newport, which included a state championship in 1936, 
had fallen on hard times. The 1959 season ended with a 2-12 record 
in league play. Newport had not won the league championship since 
1940. In Jim’s first year as coach, 1960, the team improved to 4-10 
and in his second year,1961, the team really took off with a 19-2 
record. The only two losses were lopsided defeats (76-48 and 92-39) 
to Nanticoke who would win the state basketball championship that 
year. His third year, 1962, was a rebuilding year and his young team 
slipped to 9-5 in league play but in their last game, they defeated 
league champion and arch rival, Nanticoke, 69-59. Nanticoke would 
win the District championship but lose in inter-district play to              
Catasauqua.  In his fourth year, 1963, they were 8-6 in league play. 
They tied Nanticoke for first place in the first half of the season but 
lost the first half playoff game, 43-41, to Nanticoke. In the second 
half they slipped to 3-4 but defeated league champion Nanticoke 59-
54 on their opponent’s court.  Nanticoke would go on to lose in  
district play to Scranton Central.   
    In his fifth year, 1964, six players were returning from the previ-
ous year: Edward Rish, Joseph Ciampi, Dennis Sweeney, Jerome 
Uram, James Murphy, and Raymond Niemiec. Three of these, Jo-
seph Ciampi, Jerome Uram and Dennis Sweeney, a Wyoming Val-
ley League All Star, were starters. The rest of the team consisted of 
James Capece, Joe Miller, Stephen Rinehammer, Paul Morgis,             
David Peterfreund, Ronald Stavetski, Alan Zerfoss, Michael Koff, 
James Zubritski and Thomas Selecky.   
    Expectations for the Newport basketball team were high. Howev-
er, this was an exceptional year for basketball in the Wyoming Val-
ley League and many schools had very good teams. Kingston and 
Plymouth were both strong contenders in 1963 and many of their 
good players were returning. Kingston had All Conference guard 
Richard Landau and 6’10” center Richard Hoch and Plymouth had 
6’4’’ All Conference forward Don Ridzon returning.  But the favor-
ite to win the championship was defending conference champion 
Nanticoke. They were led by the 1963 Wyoming Valley Player of 
the year 6’5’’ center Joe Grzymski and legendary basketball coach  
Syl Bozinski. Bozinski would end his career with 616 wins, two 
Eastern championships, 11 District championships, 9 Interdistrict 
championships, 15 Wyoming Valley Conference championships and 
one state title. The race for the championship would be highly com-
petiive and full of surprises.  
   After the exhibition games, in which Newport lost only one game 
(to a very tough Danville team), tragedy struck. Newport Township 
High School in Wanamie burned down. In addition to dealing with 

this loss, Newport had to reschedule its home games either to 
Pulaski Junior High school in Glen Lyon or neutral sites such 

as Coughlin High School or Wilkes College.  
   The Nutcrackers started league play with two victories against             
Meyers and Hanover. Then came a 75-70 loss to Kingston. Newport 
had the lead at halftime and played a sensational game until the third  
period when Sweeney fouled out. Newport was led by Zerfoss with 18 
points and Ciampi, 17 points. For Kingston, Hoch scored 37 and     
Landau added 19. Newport lost its next game to Nanticoke 70-63 on 
the victor’s court. Nanticoke was led by Grzymski’s 37 points. New-
port would then defeat Coughlin 97-65 but lose the following game at 
Plymouth 68-62 when Newport could not contain Ridzon who had 37 
points. The first half championship was decided when league-leading 
Nanticoke and Plymouth played. This one would go to Plymouth 73-
71 before 1,000 fans at the Gaylord Armory and Plymouth won the 
first half championship. 
   Newport started the second half with victories over Meyers and 
Hanover and a 76-67 loss to Kingston at the Wilkes College gym. 
Newport again led at the half 40-31 but couldn’t maintain the lead. 
The next game was against Nanticoke before 1,800 roaring fans at the 
Coughlin gym and Newport pulled off a 73-64 upset.  Dennis 
Sweeney and Jerome Uram exploded in the second half to go ahead 
after Nanticoke led throughout most of the contest. Sweeney’s 20 led 
the scoring for Newport followed by Uram’s 18. Newport would then 
win its remaining games against Coughlin, Plymouth and GAR. In the 
Plymouth game, Plymouth would be without Ridzon due to injury. He 
would also be unavailable for the Nanticoke game which Plymouth  
would also lose. Nanticoke would defeat Kingston at home 75-56 and 
the second half would end up in a three way tie between Newport, 
Nanticoke and Kingston.  A playoff was set up to determine who 
would meet Plymouth, the first half champion for a berth in the PIAA 
District 2 competition. First, Nanticoke would play Kingston and the 
winner would play Newport. Nanticoke defeated Kingston 56-54 and 
then defeated Newport 64-57 at Coughlin’s gym. Nanticoke jumped 
out to an early lead and the Nutcrackers were unable to catch up. New-
port cut the lead to 2 points with 65 second to go but missed 4 shots in 
a row as time ran out. Nanticoke would be the second half champions 
and win it all with a 73-55 victory over Plymouth in the final playoff 
game. Nanticoke would go on to win the District championship by 
defeating West Hazleton and Scranton Central. In interdistrict play, 
they would defeat Williamsport but lose to Plymouth/Whitemarsh. 
Newport finished with a 11-3 record in league play. Dennis Sweeney 
again made the Wyoming Valley League All Star team.  
   The following year 1965, Jim Davis left Newport to teach and coach 
at Berwick High School. The 1965 Newport basketball team had a 
very good season and came close to winning the Wyoming Valley 
High School Basketball Championship under Coach Gene Domzalski.  
It lost to a strong Kingston team led by All Conference center Richard 
Hoch in a season-ending playoff game. Kingston would win the Dis-
trict Championship but lose in interdistrict play to Mahanoy City. In 
1967, Newport Township and Nanticoke joined to form the Greater  
Nanticoke Area School District and Newport Township High School 
would be no more.  
   In 1965, Jim Davis served as basketball coach at Berwick High 
School and then returned to Nanticoke High School as a teacher and 
Director of Athletics. He served a 10-year stint as chairman of PIAA 
District 2. He was inducted into the Luzerne County Sports Hall of 
Fame in 1976.  In 1995, Jim received the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Directors Association Award for Director of the Year.  Jim passed 
away on February 5, 2015. 
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 Pictured left is the 1964 Newport 
Township High School Basket-
ball Team. Pictured right is Jim 
Davis as he appeared in his               
Nanticoke High School Year-
book.  His caption reads: “Jim is 
one of the most active and most 
handsome boys in our class. His            
athletic ability and friendly                 
attitude will be remembered by 
all.” 



K. M. Smith of Alden 
 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki ~ Kirtland Marion Smith of Alden was 
born on September 7, 1849 in Stockton, New York.  His parents were 
Pliny and Mary Rhinehart Smith.  Six weeks following his birth, his 
mother passed away.  In 1850, Pliny married Mary’s sister Fannie.  
Pliny and Fannie had two children: Burton and Nora.   
   Kirtland was educated in the schools in Stockton, and then attended 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Massachusetts which was founded 
in 1865.  The first class entered in 1868.  Kirtland studied subjects 
common to all courses: English literature, Scientific German, mathe-
matics, physics, mechanics, history, political science, economics, me-
chanical drawing, and also metallurgy and mineralogy.  He graduated 
in 1872 with a degree in civil engineering as a member of the second 
class to complete studies at that institution.   
   He found his first employment in the engineering department of the 
Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company at their Mauch Chunk (Jim 
Thorpe) office.  By 1877, he was Assistant Engineer.   
   On September 26, 1876, Kirtland married Wilhelmina Rapp of 
Mauch Chunk in St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, same city.  
He was 27, she was 19.  They lived in Lansford. After moving to 
Alden in 1881, they had two daughters, Marion E., born in 1889, and 
Mabel Adela, born in 1891 and who died shortly after birth.  
   Sometime between 1878 and 1881, he was appointed Superinten-
dent of the Pond Creek Coal Company which had operations in lower 
Luzerne County, near White Haven.   He was offered directorships at 
various financial institutions, but declined, believing that the mining 
of coal was more important.   
  In July, 1881, at the request of Richard Sharpe, Kirtland came to 
Alden to drive the first stakes and survey the property that was to  
become the Alden Coal Company.  At that time, Alden was mostly 
farmland.  When the mine opened, it quickly became a bustling town.   
With the start of operations, he was appointed Superintendent, a posi-
tion he held for 43 years.   He supervised the construction of the 
shafts, the ventilation systems, the breaker, and engine houses. He was 
responsible for maintenance of equipment, operations, mine safety, 
and personnel of the Alden Coal Company.   
    Only once did he hold public office, that of Township auditor.  He 
did not seek reelection because he wanted to devote his time to busi-
ness enterprises and the “advancement of his adopted community.”’ 
   Kirtland was one of the founding members of St. Andrew’s                  
Episcopal Church (founded in 1884) and served as Warden.  He           
remained active throughout his life. Through his generosity, the 
Church was able to install the Moller pipe organ in 1923 which still 
plays  today.  He also served as director of the Alden Coal Company, 
the Vulcan Iron Works and the Whitehall Smith Manufacturing           
Company of Philadelphia.  He was a member of the Westmoreland 
Club in Wilkes-Barre. 
   In 1894, he, along with George T. Morgan and R.H. Conover,                
organized the People’s Street Railway Company which provided 
transportation service by trolley car between Nanticoke,              

Hanover, Wanamie and Glen Lyon.  
He served as President from its incep-
tion. The trolley tracks were complet-
ed in 1895 and the power house was 
built in Wanamie.  Three trolley cars 
were put into operation, and left Nan-
ticoke and Glen Lyon every twenty 
minutes.  Fares were set at 5 cents and 
10 cents, depending on the distance. 
There were plans to extend the track 
to Lily Lake with the idea that Lily 
Lake would become a popular resort 
area.  Later, when trolley cars became 
obsolete, he was president of the Nan-
ticoke-Newport Auto-Bus Company. 
(See picture immediately left.) 
  In 1898, Kirtland was elected to the 
Republican State Convention.   
  On August 26, 1899, Kirtland’s wife, 
Wilhelmina Rapp Smith, passed away, 
after an illness of four weeks.  She 

was 42 years old.  Services were conducted by Rev. Coxe of St. An-
drew’s Church.  The remains were taken to Newport Station on the 
Lehigh Valley Railroad and interment was made in Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery in White Haven. 
   The family eventually resided at 2 Kirmar Terrace, where they kept 
horses.  In July, 1905, a classified ad appeared in the Wilkes-Barre 
Record offering for sale a black saddle pony, “a beauty, 870 pounds 
weight, 13 ½ hands, kind, gentle, sure-footed and very speedy.  K.M. 
Smith, Alden.” 
   On October 2, 1909, Kirtland’s daughter Marion was married to Earl 
Loomis of Wilkes-Barre in St. Andrew’s Church in what was de-
scribed as “one of the most notable [events] of the social season” in 
the Wilkes-Barre Evening News.  Following a reception at the home 
of the bride, the couple left on an extended honeymoon trip.  Earl 
graduated from Princeton, and was employed by the Lehigh Valley 
Coal Company as an engineer.  They lived for a time in Allentown.  
Apparently in about 1920, the marriage ended in divorce.  Marion 
returned home and looked after her father for the remainder of his life. 
  In 1922, Kirtland attended his fiftieth reunion at Worcester and was a 
charter member of the ”Fifty Year Associates.” He won praise for his 
success in helping to develop the Alden Coal Company and the town 
of Alden.   
   In December, 1923, the first annual banquet of the United Sports-
men of Alden was held. An avid hunter and fisherman, K.M. Smith 
served as toastmaster and also gave the address.  Other participants 
included E.J. Womelsdorf, Frank A. Zerfoss, Robert Featherman, H.P. 
Hanson and J.C. Crevling.  He was also a member of the Berwick Rod 
and Gun Club. 
   By order of the directors and stockholders of the Alden Coal Com-
pany, Kirtland was elected President on January 31, 1925.   He          
succeeded M.S. Kemmerer of New York City.  William S. Norton was 
selected as superintendent to succeed K.M. Smith.   
   He was honored by members of the Alden Hose Company at their 
second annual stag party on Saturday, February 10, 1934.  He was 
cited as an “outstanding citizen.”  Entertainment was provided by    
Peter Ravin and Con McCole.   
   Kirtland passed away on March 16, 1935, following an illness.  He 
was 85 years old.  On the day of his funeral on March 19, the Alden 
Coal Company was idle, and the mine workers turned out in a body.  
The main office of the company was draped in mourning and the 
American flag at the K.M. Smith School was at half-staff.  Services 
were held at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church with Rev. W. R.             
Hollaway officiating.  His funeral was attended by leaders in the coal 
industry and political and community affairs. Interment was at Laurel 
Hill Cemetery, White Haven.   
   Kirmar Park, Kirmar Avenue, Kirmar Parkway, Kirmar Terrace, and 
of course, K.M. Smith School were named in his honor.  He helped 
provide the land on which the school was built.  He was also instru-
mental in the construction of the Alden Playground.   
   Upon K.M. Smith’s death, John H. Smaltz of Philadelphia was 
named President of the Alden Coal Company.        
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NTCO RECYCLES 
We recycle metals–motor blocks, brake drums, wheel rims, lawn-
mowers, pipe, charcoal grills, appliances, bed frames and springs, 
swimming pools, bicycles, exercise equipment, etc.  We also recycle 
car batteries, electrical cords and wires, old Christmas lights, and 
aluminum products to raise funds for our Community projects.  The   
public’s participation is always appreciated.  For assistance please 
call Tom Kashatus at (570) 736-6981 or email tomkash@verizon.net 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
We would be honored and proud to have you as a member of the 
Newport Township Community Organization.  Your membership 
will show approval of and help support our many projects to benefit 
your hometown!  Membership is $5.00 per year per person based 
on the calendar year January through December or a lifetime mem-
bership is available for $50.00.  Send application with fee to 
NTCO, 113 Railroad Ave., Wanamie, Nanticoke, PA 18634. 
 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Street Address __________________________________________ 

City , State _____________________________________________ 

Zip Code ______________________________________________ 

Phone number __________________________________________ 

Email address __________________________________________ 

  

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION  
OFFICERS/CONTACTS 

   President: Stephen Phillips 570-735-3991 
   First Vice President: Tom Kashatus 570-736-6981 
   Second Vice President: Murph Fletcher  570-735-7166 
   Treasurer: Peter Zaleski  570-899-8664 
   Secretary: Linda Conner  570-736-6580 
   Alternate Secretary/Treasurer: John Jarecki  570-736-6620 
   Newsletter Editors:  Heidi & Paul Jarecki 570-733-2540 
   Advertising Agent:  Joe Maloney 570-736-6828 
   Webmaster:  Palmira Miller palmiram@newporttownship.com 
   Assistant Webmaster: John Jarecki  jjarecki@pa.metrocast.net 
   Website http://www.newporttownship.com  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
   Stephen Phillips 570-735-3991 
   Mary Jo Evans   570-736-7277 
   Heidi Jarecki      570-733-2540 
   Joe Maloney       570-736-6828  
   Carol Jarecki      570-736-6620 

NTCO NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

Contact Joe Maloney for more information at 570-736-6828 

    $25.00 One-tenth-page or Business Card Size Ad 

    $50.00 Quarter-page Size Ad 

    $75.00 One-half-page Size Ad 

  $150.00 Full-page Size Ad             

NTCO  MEETINGS 
NTCO’s meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month 
at the Municipal Building in Wanamie at 6:45 p.m. We invite 
you to attend, share your ideas and help develop new programs 
to benefit Newport Township.  There are many ways to show-
case your talents and the community will reap the rewards!   

We are on Facebook! 

NTCO NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 
   NTCO will make available printed copies of its quarterly news-
letter to those living outside the area.  An annual fee of $10.00 
covers the cost of mailing via the US Postal Service.  Send your 
check payable to “NTCO” to Heidi Jarecki, 28 W. Main St., Glen 
Lyon, PA 18617.  
   If you have internet access, please furnish your email address to 
Thomas Kashatus at tomkash@verizon.net to be entered into our 
data base.  You will then be notified of new publications on 
NTCO’s website at http://newporttownship.com.  Photographs on 
internet publications are viewable in color.  Hard copies are print-
ed in black and white. 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

City, State____________________________________________ 
 

Zip Code_____________________________________________ 
 

Phone number_________________________________________ 
 

Email address_________________________________________ 

   Classic Mug with a                                         
Classic High School!  

 

   For a donation of $10.00 each, you can en-
joy your morning coffee or tea while reflect-
ing on your care-free youth!  The mug fea-
tures a composite black and white photograph 
of Newport Township High School and its 
famous steps, with wide red stripes bordering 
each side.  “Newport Township High School” 
is printed across the center in light gray letter-
ing.  If mailed, include postage: East Coast, 
$7.15 for one, and $9.00 for two. West Coast, 
$12.00 for one, and $15.00 for two. Contact 
Heidi and Paul Jarecki, 28 West Main Street, 
Glen Lyon, PA 18617.   Phone: 570-733-
2540.  E-mail:  hselecky@pa.metrocast.net.   
 

   Miniatures and DVD’s with historic pic-
tures are still available.  All proceeds benefit 
Newport Township.   

Be Proud of Newport and Make Newport Proud of You! 
~  The Late Honorable Paul R. Selecky 

             Monthly Food Distribution                                                                                                                
The Newport Township Community Organiza-
tion, the Weinberg Regional Food Bank and the 
Newport Township American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 539 are working together to host a Food 
Distribution for those in need.  This event takes 
place on the 4th Wednesday of each month at the 
Glen Lyon American Legion, 62 Newport Street, 
Glen Lyon from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  Families 
must pre-register by calling 570-736-7177 to 
ensure enough food is available.  Only families 
living in Newport Township are eligible to             
apply.  On the day of the distribution please 
bring a form of identification which includes an 
address and some kind of identification for  
EVERYONE in the household that is regis-
tered.  Forms of identification can include a birth 
certificate, Social Security card or medical card.  
We are looking for volunteers to assist in the set 
up, registration and distribution.  Food recipients 
can also volunteer.  The food truck arrives be- 

tween 4:30 and 5:00.  Help is needed to 
unload the truck and carry the food into the 
building.  From 5:00 to 6:00 table set-up 
takes place.  From 6:00 to 7:00 food is dis-
tributed and from 7:00 to 7:30 is clean up. 
   NOTICE:  In July all recipients who 
have been receiving food at the food distri-
bution will need to re-register.  This means 
on the day of the distribution you need to 
bring a form of identification, as you did 
the first time registering. 
   Families that have never registered to 
receive food will need to pre-register by 
calling Lorrie at 570-736-7177.  

Inquiry 
If anyone out there has pictures of the 
Newport Theater which was located on 
West Main Street in Glen Lyon, Heidi and 
Paul would like to hear from you.  Please 
contact us at 570-733-2540.  Many thanks! 
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