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Memorial Day at St. Michael’s Cemetery, Glen Lyon 

The love of one's country is a splendid thing.  But why should love stop at the border?  ~ Pablo Casals 

 Newport Township Public Business 

By John Jarecki ~ The following are items of public business discussed 

or transacted at Commissioners' meetings in January, February, and 

March: 

January 4, 2016: At the Commissioners' organizational meeting, held 

just before their regular meeting, Magistrate Donald Whitaker adminis-

tered the oath of office to reelected Commissioners Mike Roke and Paul 

Czapracki and to newly elected Commissioner Debbie Forgach Zaleski. 

The Commissioners then voted to appoint Paul Czapracki as President 

of the Board of Commissioners, John Zyla as Vice President, and Town-

ship Manager Rich Zika as Secretary.  They also voted to appoint Rich 

Shiptoski as Township Solicitor, PennEastern Engineering LLC as 

Township Engineer, and Jeremy Blank as Police Chief.  They also as-

signed the following Commissioners to oversee the various Township 

departments: John Zyla, Police Department; Mike Roke, Fire; Paul 

Czapracki, Public Works; John Vishnefski, Parks and Recreation; and 

Debbie Forgach Zaleski, Building Code Enforcement.   

   At their regular meeting,  the Commissioners voted to appoint Debbie 

Forgach Zaleski as a member of the Newport Township Authority.   

They also voted to approve a wage increase of 2% for the Township 

Administrative Assistant and members of the Fire Drivers Associa-

tion and the Department of Public Works  They voted a 3% wage 

increase for members of the Police Department, in accordance with 

a negotiated contract. 

   Mr. Zika announced that he had received notification from SAI 

Consulting Engineers saying that PennDot will replace the West 

Kirmar Avenue bridge over the South Branch of Newport Creek. 

   Police Chief Blank announced that he had applied for and re-

ceived a grant from Moses Taylor Hospital for automated external 

defibrillators (AED's) that will be placed in police cruisers and in 

the Police Department Office.  He said that the reason for doing this 

is that police officers usually arrive at the scene of a medical emer-

gency before the fire engine or the ambulance and would be able to 

render assistance immediately.   

       Heidi Jarecki, President of the Township Recreation Board, 

announced that the Newport Township Community Organization 

has donated $1,000 towards the purchase of mulch for Township 

recreation parks, and that the Newport 

Township Lions Club  had donated $1,000  
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Newport Firefighters Undergo Intense Training 

 By Fire Chief Jason Kowalski ~ I am pleasantly thrilled with the 

turnout and implementation of the Department’s recent Rapid     

Intervention Training (RIT) which is used to rescue firefighters that 

may have become trapped or have had some type of emergency 

derail their attempt to perform their duties.  The training focuses on 

techniques to remove a firefighter or civilian from a hazardous situ-

ation using drags, ropes, and other tools. The specialized practice 

of using air packs in emergency situations was also incorporated 

into this training.  Recently, it is noticed that there is an interest by 

members of the community’s younger generation to volunteer for 

this crucial emergency service of firefighting; and they are always 

welcome to apply for a junior membership in the Glen Lyon/Alden 

and Consolidated fire companies and train with our experienced 

volunteers.   

Continued from previous page 

toward the NTCO Recreation Activities Program organized by Murph 

Fletcher.  She thanked both organizations for their contributions.  Com-

missioner Jack Vishnefski said that since the Township had set aside 

$1,400 for the purchase of mulch this year, there should be enough mon-

ey to provide most of the mulch needed in the playgrounds.   

February 1:  The meeting began with a discussion of the problem of 

high truck traffic from the Newport Aggregate quarry through the Lee 

section of the Township.  (Editor’s note: Please see page 3 for a detailed 

description.) 

   The Commissioners voted to appoint John Wilkes as Special Consult-

ant to the Township with the provision that he will not receive pay or 

compensation for expenses unless approved by the Commissioners.  

They also voted to appoint Jerry McMahon to the Recreation Board for a 

term expiring on November 5, 2019.  Also, they voted to approve a con-

tract with Rich Zika, by which he will serve as Township Manager from 

February 2, 2016 to January 31, 2018 with an increase in salary of 3%  a 

year. 

   Mr. Zika announced that the Luzerne County Council voted to allow 

the County Treasurer's Office to process Newport Township's property 

taxes for at least the coming year.  

March 7: At the request of the Newport Township Fire Chief and Line 

Officers, the Commissioners approved an outside burning ban that will 

take effect from April 1, 2016 to May 31, 2016, the reason being that, 

during the months of April and May of last year, there were 43 wildland 

fires, many of which were caused by careless burning. 

   The Commissioners also approved a contract between Newport Town-

ship and the Newport Township Fire Engine Drivers Association effec-

tive from January 1, 2016 until December 31, 2018. 

   Mr. Zika announced that, at the request of the Newport Fire Company, 

the fire engine that the Stickney Fire Company in Nanticoke donated to 

Newport Township has been given to LCCC because it is no longer 

needed.   

   Commissioner John Vishnefski reported that the Recreation Board has 

scheduled a cleanup of Township recreation parks for the weekend of 

April 16 and 17.  He asked for volunteers.  In addition to cleaning the 

parks and doing minor repairs, workers intend to install playground 

equipment donated to the Township by the Moon Lake Park Association 

in the Alden playground.  Mr Vishnefski also announced that the sched-

uled time of Recreation Board meetings, held at the Municipal Building, 

has been changed to 5:30 pm on the third Wednesday of the month. 
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On January 4th, Magistrate Donald Whitaker (left) administered the 

oath of office to newly elected Commissioner Debbie Forgach Zaleski, 

and reelected Commissioners Mike Roke and Paul Czapracki.   

Pictured kneeling from left are:  Fire Chief Kowalski, Jarrod Whit-

taker, and Dave Jumper.  Second row from the left are:  Jessica 

Sedorchak, Roy Tinney, Jonathan Kerestes, Shannon Slominski, 

Noah Sedorchuk, Tyler Kowalski, Dave Hoffman, Jimmy Hoff-

man, and Jonathan Trebanak.  Back row are:  Breanna Koernig and 

Josh Bukofski.  

Pictured in RIT training gear kneeling from left are:  Jonathan 

Kerestes, Roy Tinney, and Shannon Slominski.  Standing left to 

right are: Tyler Kowalski, Noah Sedorchuk, Jarrod Whittaker,   

Jimmy Hoffman, Josh Bukofski, Dave Hoffman, Jonathan     

Trebanak, and Jason Kowalski. 

Burn Ban in Effect 

   An outdoor burn ban goes into effect from April 1 to May 31.  

This is a temporary ban intended to reduce the number of brush 

fires in the township.  Anyone caught burning anything or setting 

a fire anywhere in the Township will be subject to fines and/or 

arrest.  The Police and Fire Departments expect full compliance.  



 

Discussion of  Newport Aggregate Truck Traffic at  

February Commissioners Meeting 
by John Jarecki ~ At the February Township Commissioners' meeting, 

residents of Lee presented their concerns about the heavy truck traffic on 

State Route 3004 from Newport Aggregate's quarry (just east of Lee) 

through their section of the Township to Mocanaqua.  Joe Wilkes acted 

as spokesperson for the residents.  In addition to the Commissioners, 

State Representative Gerald Mullery, his district office manager Leigh 

Bonczewski, and Mark Grochowski, manager of State Senator John 

Yudichak's Nanticoke office, were also present to hear residents' com-

ments and talk about what they have been doing to address residents' 

concerns. 

   The situation at the time was that about 1300 trucks per day (a figure 

mentioned at the Commissioners Meeting, and includes return trips),  

carrying loads of material from the quarry, were driving through Lee to 

the construction site of a new gas-fueled power plant off Route 11 south 

of Shickshinny.  These trucks, Mr. Wilkes said, sometimes moved at 

speeds that were dangerous to residents and made it necessary for the 

drivers to use their noisy compression breaks.  In addition, the trucks 

sometimes had uncovered loads, tracking dirt onto the road and spilling 

dust into the air.   Dust from the quarry, if it contains crystalline silica, a 

carcinogen (as listed by the Agency For Research on Cancer), can cause 

silicosis, a scarring of the lungs that limits oxygen intake and increases 

susceptibility to tuberculosis and lung cancer.  The dirt left on roadways, 

when wet, could also make those roads slippery. 

   Mr. Wilkes said that the residents were asking for several things to 

improve the situation: 1) a 25 mile per hour speed limit, 2) no use of 

compression brakes, 3) reduction of dust and vibration from truck          

motion, 4) greater safety for their children, and 5) no truck traffic on 

Sundays. 

   He also said that he had already been talking about these problems with 

the Commissioners, who in turn were discussing them with Mr.                   

Mullery's and Mr. Yudichak's offices.  As a result, Commissioner Zyla 

and Police Chief Jeremy Blank had talked to the managers of the quarry 

and truck drivers, asking them to insure that the trucks were covered and 

obeyed the speed limit.  They also asked the managers to keep dirt and 

mud off the roads.  In response, trucks traveled more slowly and kicked 

up less dust. And quarry workers used a machine to clean dirt from the 

road.  

   Mr. Mullery then gave a presentation on what his office and that of 

Senator Yudichak were able to do by asking for help from the State.  

They contacted three State agencies, the first being the Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation (PennDot), telling them that the two major 

concerns of the residents of Lee were reducing the speed limit and            

restricting the use of compression brakes.  PennDot officials said that, if 

the residents petitioned the Township to request an official study and 

Township officials agreed, they would make the official study.  Mean-

while, PennDot workers did an informal study, and their preliminary 

conclusion was that the trucks travel within the 25 mile per hour speed 

limit and that the brake noise is not a problem. 

   Mr. Mullery went on to say that he had just heard from PennDot that, 

as of February 15, the agency will set a weight limit of 10 tons for trucks 

using State Route 3004 through Lee.  That would mean that Newport 

Aggregate, or one of the other companies involved in the power plant 

project, would have to bond the road. This means that, at the end of this 

project, it would have to repair any damage that PennDot found to the 

road, or forfeit the bond, which would then be used to repair the road. 

    The next agency that Mr, Mullery's office contacted was the Depart-

ment of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) in order to inquire 

about residents' suggestions that the trucks use an alternate route through 

strip mine land, bypassing Lee.  After study, DCNR concluded that, be-

cause of the amount of work need to make an alternate route usable, this 

was not a practical alternative.   

   The final agency that Mr. Mullery's office contacted was the Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection (DEP), and brought up   

residents' concerns that the quarry dust kicked up by the trucks 

might contain crystalline silica.  DEP sent an inspector who ob-

served truck traffic through Lee and investigated the quarry.  She 

said that if she found any infractions of State regulations, she 

would not hesitate to cite the responsible party. 

   Mr. Mullery concluded saying that these were the three State 

agencies he thought would be most able to solve residents' prob-

lems. 

   Township residents then made a number of comments and sug-

gestions, including suggesting that Newport Aggregate have a 

washing station for trucks leaving the property, expressing con-

cerns that the blasting at the quarry might cause mine subsidence, 

and noting that some residents believe the blasting is causing              

damage to their house foundations.  

   Mr. Mullery said he would take steps to address these concerns.  

He also said that, if you believe your house has been damaged by 

blasting, you should notify your insurance company. If its investi-

gation concluded that blasting caused the problem, it would work 

to get compensation for you from the responsible party.    

   Several days after this meeting, the heavy truck traffic through 

Lee suddenly stopped, the reason being that none of the companies 

involved in the power plant project, including Newport Aggregate, 

would agree to bond the road.  As of mid-February, the companies 

are still negotiating with PennDot about the required bonding. 
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Pictured above, Joe Wilkes addressing the February Township 

Commissioners' meeting. In addition to the Commissioners, State 

Representative Gerald Mullery, his district office manager Leigh 

Bonczewski, and Mark Grochowski, manager of State Senator 

John Yudichak's Nanticoke office, were present.   Also pictured are 

Rich Shiptoski, Township Solicitor and Michael Roke, Commis-

sioner.    



NTCO President’s Message 
   The Newport Township Community Organization has continued in 

its role as a committed, enthusiastic, volunteer group. However, as 

this writer has indicated numerous times during the past several 

years, assistance is needed from other like-minded individuals to 

insure that the goals and achievements of this entity continue to be 

implemented well into the future. 

   The Community Organization’s Recreation Chairman, Merlyn 

“Murph” Fletcher is continuing to develop a comprehensive plan for 

area residents of all ages for the coming year.  Funding to assist in 

underwriting these proposed activities has been obtained from vari-

ous contributors, but additional monies are being sought from other 

sources to help guarantee that the planned activities are financially 

feasible to implement.  Volunteer assistance is welcomed to aid Mr. 

Fletcher in this endeavor. 

   Once again, it is time for your Community Organization to partici-

pate in the Great American Clean Up.  Since its inception in 2004, 

the Community Organization has been a committed partner in striv-

ing to improve and maintain this locale’s overall environment. 

   Under the direction of the Organization’s Environmental Chairper-

son, Palmira Miller, and working in concert with the Pennsylvania 

Environmental Council (PEC), during the period of 2009 to 2013, 

the following has been accomplished: there have been 29 illegal 

dumpsites cleaned up; and the two Organizations combined have 

removed 175 tons of trash, 21 tons of tires, and have recycled over 

50 tons of scrap metal. 

   Several times a year, shoulders of the major thoroughfares in 

Newport Township have had litter picked up by volunteers under 

the direction of the Community Organization. 

   Shortly after each of these activities is completed, the roadway is 

again littered.  Obviously, this reflects badly on the local residents 

and others who traverse and litter along these highways. 

  Perhaps the littering law should be amended to not only increase 

the fines, but also to mandate that violators be subjected to a mini-

mum of 50 hours of community service specifically dedicated to the 

picking up of highway litter. 

   This proposal does not negate the need for additional volunteers 

to assist this Organization in its clean up efforts. 

   Newport Township and its immediate environs is where we live, 

and it is incumbent upon all of us to help maintain the Municipali-

ty’s overall attractiveness to prospective new residents and busi-

nesses. 

   Once again you are all urged to help assist in maintaining and 

improving the Township’s positive image.  However, without the 

infusion of new participants, the activities of the Organization will 

diminish in scope and will ultimately disappear. 
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.  Shown “breaking bread” together in January are sitting left to right:  

Joe Rentko, Bill Evans, Bob Swicklik, Mike Josefowicz, Mike Griego, 

and Lou Sewell.  Standing left to right are: Harry Dougherty, Joe Pall, 

Dave Wildes, Hugh Beggs, Ed Bienkowski, and Proprietor Eli                

Panagakos. Photo by Tom Kashatus, who is also a participant. 

Retired Correction Officers Meet at Bus Stop Café 



 I never knew….did you? 
 

By Murph Fletcher ~  Who was the first President of the United 

States of America?  I suspect George Washington was your first 

guess.   After all, who else comes to mind?  But think back: the  

United States declared its independence in 1776, yet George           

Washington did not take office until April 30, 1789. So who was 

running the country during those initial thirteen years of our young 

country?  In fact, the first President of the United States was John 

Hanson!  I can just hear you now—John who?  John Hanson was 

the first President of The United States. (Check Google/Wikipedia 

at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hanson - private for more in-

formation.) He was even honored with a U. S. postal stamp.    

   The new country was actually formed on March 1, 1781 with the 

adoption of The Articles of Confederation.  This document was 

proposed on June 11, 1776, but not agreed upon by Congress until 

November 15, 1777.  Maryland refused to sign this document until 

Virginia and New York ceded their western lands.  Maryland was 

afraid that these states would gain too much power in the new gov-

ernment from such large amounts of land. Once the signing took 

place in 1781, a President was needed to run the country.  John 

Hanson was chosen unanimously by Congress (which included 

George Washington).  In fact, all the other potential candidates  

refused to run against him, as he was a major player in the             

Revolution and an extremely influential member of Congress. 

   As the first President, Hanson had quite a challenge.  No one had 

ever been President and the role was poorly defined.  His actions in 

office would set precedents for all future Presidents. He took office 

just as the Revolutionary War ended.  Almost immediately, the 

troops demanded to be paid.  As would be expected after any long 

war, there were no funds to pay the salaries.  As a result, the sol-

diers threatened to overthrow the new government and put Wash-

ington on the throne as a monarch. All the members of Congress 

ran for their lives, leaving Hanson as the only one running the gov-

ernment.  He somehow managed to calm the troops down and hold 

the country together.  If he had failed, the government would have 

fallen almost immediately and everyone would have been bowing 

to King George Washington.    

   Hanson, as President, ordered all foreign troops off American 

soil, as well as the removal of all foreign flags.  This was quite a 

feat, considering the fact that so many European countries had a 

stake in the United States following Columbus’s discovery.              

Hanson established the Great Seal of the United States, which all 

Presidents have since been required to use on all official docu-

ments.  President Hanson also established the first Treasury Depart-

ment, the first Secretary of War, and the first Foreign Affairs              

Department. Lastly, he declared that the fourth Thursday of every 

November was to be Thanksgiving Day, which after many lapses, is 

still observed today. The Articles of Confederation allowed a Presi-

dent to serve only a one-year term during any three year period, so 

Hanson actually accomplished quite a bit in so little time.  Seven 

other presidents were elected after him:  
  

1. John Hanson  

2. Elias Boudinot (1782-83),  

3. Thomas Mifflin (1783-84),  

4. Richard Henry Lee (1784-85),  

5. John Hancock (1785-86),  

6. Nathan Gorman (1786-87),  

7. Arthur St. Clair (1787-88), and  

8. Cyrus Griffin (1788-89),  

    All served prior to George Washington ever taking office.    

   So what happened?  Why don't we ever hear about the first eight 

presidents?  It's quite simple - The Articles of Confederation didn't 

work well.  The individual states had too much power and nothing 

could be agreed upon.  A new doctrine needed to be written - 

something we know as the Constitution. And that leads us to the end of 

our story.  George Washington definitely was not the first President of 

the United States.  He was the first President of the United States under 

the Constitution.  The first eight Presidents have passed into oblivion.  

 

Gas Prices 
 By Tom Kashatus ~ Just before the Christmas holiday when the accom-

panying photo was taken, Kval in Glen Lyon was the first gas station in 

the area to lower its gas price to below $2.00 per gallon (at cost)  - 

something township resi-

dents haven’t seen in quite a 

few years.  When asked 

about this unique action, 

Mohini Patel stated that her 

husband Mehul “made the 

decision to do that as a 

Christmas gift to their cus-

tomers and the public to say: 

Thank You for your support 

and patronage throughout the 

year.”  Cheers to Kval and 

the Patel Family for their 

generosity and dedication to our community.    

 

NTCO Recreation Activities 
By Murph Fletcher ~ With the increased attendance at last year’s sum-

mer events, and the successful Children’s Christmas Party, it has been 

decided to increase the amount of activities for the coming year. The 

number of summer activities will increase, and other events will be 

planned, or we will participate with other organizations in their events. 

Suggestions have been made to conduct programs that the community 

would be able to attend at different times of the day, and be a family 

type event. A number of different events are being considered. 

   We have a Summer Schedule draft for seven or eight events to           

include all three parks. They will be conducted on Tuesdays from June 

14th to Aug 9th. Vacation Bible School will be held the week of July 

25th at St. Adalbert’s Church and no recreation event will be conducted 

that week. 
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It’s Girl Scout Cookie Time!  On a blustery February 27, Ava            

Catrone of Glen Lyon set up shop in front of M.J. Food Mart on West 

Main Street.  Ava is a member of Troop #32453 in Berwick.  She also 

collected donations to send cookies to the military overseas.  Pictured 

with Ava is her grandmother, Debbie Sesnowich.   



The Flora and Fauna of Newport Township  
 

Cottontail Rabbit 
 

By Heidi and Paul Jarecki 

~ The rabbit in the picture 

at left was spotted in our 

backyard on West Main 

Street in Glen Lyon. As 

cute as they are, they can 

wreak a bit of havoc when 

they make a meal out of 

your vegetable garden. 

They make great pets, but 

do some research before 

you leap!   
 

Rabbit Facts 
1. Rabbits belong to the order of mammals called Lagomorpha, 

which includes 40 or so species of rabbits, hares and Pikas.  

2. Fossil records suggest that Lagomorpha evolved in Asia at least 

40 million years ago during the Eocene period. The break-up of 

continents during this period may be responsible for the wide 

distribution of differing species of rabbits and hares around the 

world, with the exception of Australia.  

3. Rabbits and hares are two different species. The biggest differ-

ence between the two is what their babies look like at birth. 

Newborn hares are born with fur and are able to move as well as 

see shortly after birth.  

4. All of our domestic rabbit breeds descend from the European 

wild rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus. 

5. The eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus) is a New World 

cottontail rabbit, a member of the family Leporidae. It is one of 

the most common rabbit species in North America. 

6. Rabbits are crepuscular, that is, they are most active at dawn 

and dusk. When rabbits are happy, they perform a series of 

jumps, twists and runs, which is termed as “binky.”  Rabbits 

require at least four hours exercise a day. They can suffer from 

osteoporosis if they don’t get enough exercise. 

7. Rabbits can jump as long as 36 inches and higher and can run 

about 35 miles an hour.  

8. Rabbits can be very crafty and quick. To get away from a             

predator, a cottontail rabbit will run in a zigzag pattern and 

reach speeds of up to 18 miles an hour, according to National             

Geographic.  

9. Their ears can grow to 4 inches (10 cm). This stretched-out 

length allows them to better hear predators that may be           

approaching. It also allows them to stay cool in hot climates. 

Extra body heat is released through blood vessels in the ear. 

10. Their eyes are made for safety too, since each eye can rotate 

360 degrees. This allows them to look behind them without 

turning their heads.  They have just one blind spot right in front 

of their nose.   

11. Rabbits don't get a lot of nourishment from their diet. They of-

ten eat their own excrement to access any remaining nourish-

ment that their digestive system may have missed the first time.  

12. Rabbits are popular in mythology and culture. Many people 

believe carrying a rabbit’s foot will bring good luck. This belief 

is held by individuals in a great number of places around the 

world, including Europe, China, Africa, and North and South 

America. It is likely that this belief has existed in Europe since 

600 BC among Celtic people. In variations of this superstition, 

the donor rabbit must possess certain attributes or must have 

been killed in a particular place, by a particular method, or by a 

person possessing particular attributes (e.g., by a cross-eyed 

man). 

13. Like the origin of Easter, the origin of the Easter Bunny has roots 

that go back to pre-Christian Anglo-Saxon history. The holiday 

was originally a pagan celebration that worshipped the goddess 

Eostre. She was the goddess of fertility and springtime and her 

earthly symbol was the rabbit. The Easter Bunny is a folkloric 

figure and symbol of Easter, depicted as a rabbit 

bringing Easter eggs. Originating among German 

Lutherans, the "Easter Hare" originally played the 

role of a judge, evaluating whether children were 

good or disobedient in behavior at the start of the 

season of Eastertide. The Easter Bunny is some-

times depicted with clothes. In legend, the crea-

ture carries colored eggs, candy, and sometimes also toys in his 

basket to the homes of children.  

14. Some famous rabbits include: the Easter Bunny, Bugs Bunny, 

Playboy Bunnies, the Duracell Bunny, the Energizer Bunny, Br'er 

Rabbit (a central figure in Uncle Remus’s Song of the South),  

Harvey (an imaginary character in Mary Chase's play and the 

1950 film of the same name), Thumper (a fictional rabbit             

character in Disney's animated film Bambi), the White Rabbit and 

the March Hare (both from Alice in Wonderland), Peter Rabbit (a 

fictional anthropomorphic character in various children's stories 

by Beatrix Potter), the Velveteen Rabbit (from the children’s clas-

sic by Margery Williams), Peter Cottontail (created by Thornton 

Burgess), Rabbit (friend of A. A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh), and 

Roger Rabbit (from the 1988 film, Who Framed Roger Rabbit). 
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The following article appeared in the Wilkes-Barre Record on                       

Monday, April 9, 1917.  Yes, 1917, during World War I.   Food for 

thought?                    

Clean-Up Week                                             

   Now that spring is here with all its glory, the splendid sunshine 

bringing warmth and comfort to all, the citizens throughout the town-

ship should take enough pride in their community to start a general 

clean-up campaign, such as their neighboring town, Nanticoke, con-

ducts annually.  The township commissioners have helped this move-

ment along considerably by authorizing the local board of health and 

police officials to arrest all persons caught throwing rubbish on the 

streets.  Not only should streets be in good condition, but the yards of 

the residences as well.  A week should be set aside by the commis-

sioners for this work and all citizens should take pride in the move-

ment and help make Newport Township one of the cleanest centres 

(sic) in this State.  All should remember that “Cleanliness is next to 

Godliness,” and their slogan should be, “A more beautiful township.”  

This could be carefully carried out if they would follow out the above 

plans, paint their old fences, etc.  Now that the cost of living is so 

high and at a time when the country may need all the food supply that 

it can get, the citizens should see that every available space is planted 

with vegetables and other food products.   

The photo on the right 

taken by Anthony 

Youells early one 

morning shows a large 

black bear visiting his 

front porch on Newport 

Street in Glen Lyon.  

Tony stated that there 

was no damage, but it 

was a moment to              

remember for a long 

time to come. 



American Legion Auxiliary News 
by Lorrie Materewicz 

 

    It’s always a wise thing to plan ahead and be prepared, especially 

when it comes to your meal-planning and social calenders, so the 

Newport Township American Legion Auxiliary sat down and dis-

cussed events for the rest of the year.  For your planning purposes 

(and hopefully your support), here is our schedule: 

April 10, Sunday - Home Association BBQ Chicken Dinner.  Noon 

to 4 pm. 

May 7, Saturday - Auxiliary Yard/Bake Sale.  8 am to 4 pm. 

May 30, Monday - Memorial Day Ceremonies. Begins at 9:30 am. 

June 14, Tuesday - Flag Day Ceremonies. 6 pm. 

June (Date pending) - Blood Drive.  2-7 pm. 

August 20, Saturday - Auxiliary Yard/Bake Sale. 8 am to 4 pm. 

September 11, Sunday - Auxiliary Piggie Dinner. Noon to 4 pm. 

September 25, Sunday - Home Association BBQ Chicken Dinner.  

Noon to 4 pm. 

Please watch this publication and local newspapers for further infor-

mation on these activities.  All events are held at the Post home at 62 

Newport Street, Glen Lyon, with the exception of the Memorial Day 

ceremonies which are held at all Glen Lyon cemeteries and end at 

the Post home.  Please contact Lorrie Materewicz at 570-736-7177  

if you have any questions.  We welcome your input, suggestions and 

feedback.  Thank you for your support.   
 

Legion Chicken BBQ 
   Sunday, October 4th was a beautiful sunny fall day, but what was 

all that smoke floating over the west end of Glen Lyon?  Were the 

woods on fire?  Someone call 911!  No, wait!  Take a deep sniff.  

It’s just the second annual American Legion chicken barbeque!  The 

men of Post 539 built their own BBQ pit this year and started firing 

it up in the early morning hours for the day’s feast of chicken, baked 

potato, baked beans, roll, butter, and dessert.  Deliveries were made 

beginning at noon followed by a steady stream of 200 hungry cus-

tomers.  Your support for the dinner and the fifty/fifty raffle was 

greatly appreciated, as was the very generous support of M.J. Food 

Mart in Glen Lyon and Weis Markets in Nanticoke.  The quite            

delighted winner of the 50/50 was Sharon Julius of Glen Lyon.  She 

received $57.00.  Plans are to make this an annual event, so watch 

this newsletter and the local papers for future announcements.  

Again, thanks for your support; the veterans appreciate it deeply. 
 

Auxiliary Blood Drive 
   The fourth annual American Legion Auxiliary Unit 539 Blood 

Drive was held at the Glen Lyon Post home on Newport Street on 

Monday, September 28, 2015 in conjunction with the American Red 

Cross.  The weather cooperated and turn-out was adequate, and we 

thank our volunteers and donors for their time and generosity.  The 

original date was September 21, but the drive was postponed due to 

a Red Cross emergency staffing problem.  The Red Cross and the 

Auxiliary apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.  

We have been asked by our repeat donors to continue this drive be-

cause of its convenient location and time, so we hope this will be an 

annual event.  The winner of the $25.00 drawing was Mark Vander-

mark of Wanamie.  Congratulations!   Once again, thanks to our 

donors and volunteers.  This year’s blood drive is scheduled for June 

on a date to be determined. 
 

Legion Improvements 
   American Legion Post 539’s Veterans/Auxiliary Memorial Garden 

has a fresh new look thanks to Sally Billings, Auxiliary Secretary.  

Last summer, she used her time, talent, and funds to redesign the 

garden and plant new summer flowers that had a patriotic theme of 

red, white, and blue blossoming throughout the summer.  Mums 

brightened the spot in the fall when the Auxiliary purchased a new 

grave marker and flag for the garden in addition to the war        

markers already in place.  A short memorial followed the installation.  

Kudos to Sally for her efforts.    

   The garden on the opposite side of the main entrance also received a 

makeover last summer.  Legion member Todd Noss repainted the  

organization sign originally made and placed by Eagle Scout Brandon 

Figlerski, and the landscape timbers surrounding the garden were re-

placed by Home Association President Joe Figlerski. 

   Finally, during the dog days of summer, the entire parking lot, park-

ing stones, banisters, benches, side and front entrances, doors, front 

porch, and anything nailed down were repainted by two Legion mem-

bers who also donated the supplies.  Renovations inside and out are 

ongoing, so drive by or better yet, stop in and see for yourself the new 

and improved Glen Lyon Legion!  Tours of the Hall are available by 

calling Lorrie at 570-736-7177.   
 

Soup Sale 
    The Newport Township American Legion Auxiliary Unit 529 held 

its first annual soup sale on Saturday, February 27th at the Post home 

on Newport Street in Glen Lyon.   A total of 20 different homemade 

soups, stews, and chili were offered for sale by the bowl (with bread, 

crackers, dessert, and beverage as dine-in), or by the quart as take-out.  

Pre-order and delivery was offered as well.  The Auxiliary would like 

to thank the community for its 

support and especially Sanitary 

Bakery for their very generous 

donation of breads and rolls. 

.   

Pictured at the soup sale are 

Donna Burd, Lorrie Materewicz, 

Janet Wenner & Doreen Guszak. 

 

 

 

Collection for Veterans 
   The Newport Township American Legion Auxiliary Unit 539 is 

currently sponsoring a Veterans’ collection drive that runs from           

February through April 30th.  This drive will benefit the veterans cur-

rently housed in the Community Living Center at the Wilkes-Barre 

Veterans Hospital (formerly referred to as the Nursing Home).  Home-

less veterans also partake of services offered there at different times.  

These veterans are both male and female and run the age gamut from 

18 to their 90’s.  Items such as ChapStick, bottles of shampoo, pairs of 

socks, toothpaste, toothbrushes, gift cards for haircuts, pens and writ-

ing tablets would be greatly appreciated.  The collection boxes are 

located at KVal, all three Holy Spirit Parish sites, the American Le-

gion in Glen Lyon, and the correctional facility in Dallas.  A list of 

requested items can be found atop each box and any questions regard-

ing this endeavor can be directed to Auxiliary President Lorrie       

Materewicz at 570-736-7177 or any Auxiliary member.  Please, New-

port Township residents, we really need your help with this one.  The 

veterans count on us all for continued support.  Thank you in advance 

for your generosity.  (Editors’ note: For a complete list of items being 

sought, go to the website: wilkes-barre.va.gov/giving/index.asp) 
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Upcoming Newport High School Reunions 

Class of ‘56 is planning their 60th Reunion on Saturday, August 6 

from 12 noon to 5:00 pm at the Nuangola Grove at Lake Nuangola.  

Dress is casual.  Please contact Norma Frankiewicz Roche for more 

information at 570-474-5254.  $25.00 per person.   

Class of ‘66 is planning their 50th Reunion on September 17th at the 

R Bar in Alden.  Please contact Joyce Huk Chwalek for more infor-

mation at at 570-650-4880. 



Newport Township Obituaries  
By Tom Kashatus 
 

BOBERICK, Dolores (nee Jenceleski), 81, of Sweet Valley and 

formerly of Newport Center passed away at the home of her 

daughter in Clarks Summit on December 7, 2015.  Dolores was 

born on February 17, 1934.  She graduated from Newport                 

Township High School.     

 

BOBETSKI, Bernadine M. (nee Lukaszewski), 82, of Hanover 

Township and wife of Albert Babetski, formerly of Glen Lyon, 

passed away December 7, 2015.   
 

BOYLE, Larry David, 66, of Sweet Valley, and husband of  

Deborah (Bilak) Boyle formerly of Wanamie, passed away 

Thursday, December 10, 2015.   
  

McDONALD, John J., 81, of Salem Township passed away 

Monday morning, December 14, 2015, at home.  John was born 

in Alden on March 24, 1931.  He attended Newport Township 

schools and was a veteran of the US Navy.   
 

RUCHINSKI, Rosemary (nee Kaminski), 75, of Nanticoke and 

formerly of Glen Lyon and Wanamie passed away Saturday,  

December 19, 2015, at her home.  Rosemary was born November 

17, 1940 and raised in Glen Lyon.  She graduated from Newport 

Township High School.   
 

KOONRAD, Frank, 40, of Glen Lyon passed away Saturday, 

December 19, 2015, at his home.  He was born in Wilkes Barre 

on January 14, 1975. 
 

DEKUTOSKI, Joseph R., 71, of Glen Lyon passed away Mon-

day, December 21, 2015, at his home.  Joseph was born on           

December 19, 1944, in Nanticoke.  He was a graduate of New-

port Township High School, Class of  ‘66. 
 

LEMONS, Victoria A. (nee Pucci), 89, formerly of Pottstown 

and Glen Lyon passed away at Parkhol Providence Pointe, Roy-

ersford, PA.  She graduated from Newport Township High 

School and was a US Army veteran serving during the Korean 

War.  She also entertained the troops in Germany with the U.S.O. 

during WW II.     
 

KASHEFSKI, Pauline (nee Tereshinski), of Sheatown passed 

away Thursday, December 24, 2015.  Pauline was born in Glen 

Lyon on March 21, 1929. She was a graduate of Newport Town-

ship High School Class of ‘46 and Wilkes Barre Business            

College.   
 

GENSEL, Nicole Nancy, 38, of Sweet Valley and Wanamie 

passed away Saturday, January 2, 2016, in Geisinger Wyoming 

Valley Medical Center in Plains Township.  Nicole was born 

August 28, 1977. She graduated from Lake Lehman High School 

and Allied Medical and Technical Institute of Forty Fort.   
 

SHARP, Leona, 92, of Wanamie passed away Sunday, January 

17, 2016, in Wilkes Barre General Hospital.  Leona was born in 

Wanamie on December 8, 1923.  She was a graduate of Newport 

Township High School Class of  ‘41.   
 

PARKS, Owen, 83, of Quakertown and formerly of Glen Lyon 

passed away May 7, 2015.  Owen was born on July 14, 1931, and 

graduated from Newport Township High School Class of  ‘49.  

Owen then graduated from Penn State University and achieved a 

PhD in Dairy Husbandry.  He was a US Army veteran with ser-

vice in Alaska and spent his career with the US Department of 

Agriculture in his specialized field.   
 

WOYTOWICZ, Leonard J., 88, of Glen Lyon, and formerly of 

Nanticoke, passed away Saturday, January 23, 2015, at the Gino 

Merli Veterans Center in Scranton.  Leonard was born in Ply-

mouth and was the son of the late John and Sally 

(Mayewski) Woytowicz.  He graduated from Harter High 

School in West Nanticoke and was a US Army veteran serving in Japan 

during WW II.   
 

KILE, Dennis D., 69, of Glen Lyon passed away January 26, 2016, at 

Riverstreet Manor.  Dennis was born in Wilkes Barre on November 14, 

1946.  
 

LONGWORTH, Helen C. (nee Gomulka), 83, of Fairfax, VA and for-

merly of Glen Lyon passed away Tuesday, February 2, 2016.  Helen was 

born in Glen Lyon on April 21, 1932.  She was a graduate of Newport 

Township High School and was a nurse at Retreat State Hospital.   
 

ZABOROWSKI, Jeanette (nee Golembieski), 81, wife of Col. (Ret.) 

Edward Zaborowski, formerly of Wanamie, passed away Saturday, Janu-

ary 9, 2016, in Fort Myers, FL.   She was a graduate of Nanticoke High 

School Class of ’51.  
 

PADDEN, Robert L., 72, of Alden passed away February 12, 2016, at 

Celtic Hospice Geisinger, South Wilkes Barre.  Robert was born in Sugar 

Notch on October 3, 1943.  He was a graduate of Sugar Notch High 

School and was a veteran of the US Army with the 101st Airborne            

Division.   
 

DOKNOVITCH, Ronald A. Sr., 76, of Alden passed away Saturday, 

February 13, 2016, at home with his family by his side.  Ronald was born 

in Wilkes Barre.   
 

DOKNOVITCH, Joan Anne, (nee Jones), 74, of Alden passed away 

Monday, February 15, 2016.  Joan was born in Wilkes Barre. 
 

ZERFOSS, Thelma “Tee” (nee Kaftan), of Robert Street, Sheatown, 

passed away Monday, February 15, 2016.  Thelma was born in Glen 

Lyon. She graduated from Newport Township High School, Wyoming 

Seminary Deans School of Business and took classes at LCCC, King’s 

College, and the University of Pittsburgh.   
 

KLUG, Miranda C., 34, the daughter of Theresa (Klug) Gensel of Glen 

Lyon, passed away Monday, February 15, 2016, at her home in Nan-

ticoke.    
 

HOLTON, Lillian K. (nee Gorczyca), 96, formerly of Wanamie, passed 

away Wednesday, February 10, 2016, in Wilmington, DE.  Lillian was 

born in Wanamie. 
 

PIERONTONI, Bernadine I. (nee Barchik), 72, wife of Ernie Pierontoni, 

formerly of Mocanaqua passed away Tuesday, February 9, 2015.  He was 

a member of Newport Township High School Class of ‘61.  Bernadine 

was born in Cambra on March 27, 1943.  
 

ZABLOCKI, Helen (nee Nancol), 82, of Wanamie passed away Friday, 

February 19, 2016.  Helen was born July 13, 1933 in the Glen Lee section 

of Newport Township. 
 

KATRA, Lottie M. (nee Bolek), 88, of Nanticoke passed away Friday, 

February 26, 2016.  Lottie, also affectionately known as “Baci,” was born 

in Newport Township and was the daughter of the late Michael and Mag-

daline Bolek.  She attended Newport Township schools and was em-

ployed by General Cigar and Alta Shoes of Nanticoke.   
 

GREGOROWICZ, Joseph K., 77, of Hunlock Creek and formerly of 

Glen Lyon passed away Friday, February 26, 2016, at his home.  Joseph 

was born in Glen Lyon on November 7, 1938.  He was a graduate of 

Newport Township High School Class of ’57 and a veteran of the US 

Army serving with the military police. 
 

ZOMCHICK, John P., 85, of Philadelphia and husband of Christine (nee 

Stashak) Zomchick, formerly of Glen Lyon, passed away December 23, 

2015.   
 

 

Please note:  The preceding obituaries are in abbreviated form due to space limi-

tations.  A more extensive account of these obituaries can be found on our web-

site:  www.newporttownship.com or use the following link:  http://

www.newporttownship.com/Obituaries/Obituaries.  To place an obituary in our 

newsletter, you may notify Tom Kashatus at (570) 736-6981 or email 

tomkash@verizon.net. 
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Out and About in the Township 
By Tom Kashatus 

 

Business Card Exchange 
 

Pictured at a recent business 

card exchange event spon-

sored by Wet Paint Printing & 

Design on Horton Street in 

Wilkes Barre, Palmira Miller 

of the NTCO observes the 

complete wrapping of a vehi-

cle with vinyl covering by 3M 

specialist Milton Perez and 

intern Anthony Wargacki, 

both of Sugar Notch.  The 

event was organized by the 

Luzerne County Chamber and 

was attended by over 200 

business and community lead-

ers.  Mrs. Miller promoted NTCO programs of recycling, recreation, 

and the publication of our newsletter.   

 

Reilly Finishing Tree Lighting 
 

   Shown are community members participating in the tree lighting 

ceremony of Reilly Finishing along Christmas Tree Row on Reilly 

Finishing property on Alden Road.  Funds realized from the adver-

tisers and tree sponsors will be distributed to West Side Park in Nan-

ticoke and the NTCO for special projects.  Front row left to 

right:  Anastasia Vish-

nefski (Tarnowski’s 

Kielbasa), Kathy 

Kobylarz (Reilly Finish-

ing), Anne Stewart 

(Parkway Inn), Joanne 

Cyron (Reilly Finish-

ing), Gary Smith (GNA 

School District).  Rear 

row left to right:   

Charles Walligun (West Side Park), Tom Kashatus (NTCO), Danny 

Owazany (West Side Park), John Vishnefski (Tarnowski’s Kiel-

basa), Joseph Reilly and Amanda Cragle (Reilly Finishing).  Photo 

taken by Melissa Smith. 

 

Joe Tinney Works up High as Progress Continues 
 

    Clean-up in the Alden cemetery behind the former West Kirmar 

Avenue Hose House contin-

ued over the winter by the 

Hummell-Tinney families 

with removal of a tree line 

which grew into the fence 

between the highway and the 

cemetery.  Pictured right is 

Joe Tinney of Glen Lyon 

tying a rope to a tree just 

prior to felling it in a safe 

direction.  The appearance of 

the cemetery has greatly im-

proved since the volunteers 

accepted the challenge.     

 

 

 

 

 

Is the Effort Worth It? 
 

    The trash in the photo below was found just east and beyond a 

group of trees from the Polander Hill Cemetery in Alden.  

 An extended cab black pick-up truck was photographed by a camera 

nearby as it entered the cemetery road with the material and left the 

area empty just after midnight.  It wasn’t easy getting to the trash area 

as the terrain through the woods is quite rough.  The problem in nab-

bing the culprit was that the pictures were not clear enough and identi-

fication of the perpetrator is too difficult for prosecution purposes.  In 

the meantime, cameras in the area have been upgraded and improved 

and closer attention to illegal dumping activity is being paid by neigh-

boring residents  This time, the culprit made it worth his while to es-

tablish the illegal dumpsite on Earth Conservancy property.  However, 

the next violator will be challenged to a greater extent and may find it 

will not be worth it. 
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The Lucky Ones (or Are They Just Good Hunters?) 
 

By Tom Kashatus  ~  Not until after New Year’s Day did I hear any-

thing about who shot a buck during buck season last year.  Not until 

I did a follow-up on illegal dumping of trash behind the cemetery on 

Polander Hill that it was brought to my attention that there are still a 

good number of deer hunters in Newport Township.  However, no 

one hangs their trophy deer on the front porch anymore.  I guess the 

routine is to harvest the deer, take a picture, go to the butcher, and 

finally mount the head/antlers in the home or on the garage wall.  

But, what I did find out was quite interesting.  There were quite a 

few deer harvested in Newport Township by local residents, includ-

ing a number of doe.  It is also interesting to note that Newport 

Township might be a haven for other wild game - red fox, coyote, 

turkey, rabbits, squirrel, etc.  Following is a recap of  local nimrods 

from Newport Township during the past hunting season.  Accompa-

nying photographs are on page 11. 
 

 1. Leon Bonczewski of Glen Lyon claimed his 165 pound 7 pointer 

in the Wanamie area of Newport Township with his 306 Remington 

rifle during the second week of buck season.  The deer was quar-

tered for personal use.  Leon began hunting at age 12 with his father 

and enjoys hunting locally.   
 

2.  Tom Bonczewski of Glen Lyon is shown with this prize 190 

pound 11 point buck that he shot with his Barnett cross bow near 

Glen Lyon.  He will have the head and antlers mounted.  Tom does 

his hunting locally, enjoys hunting for coyote, and annually waits for 

bear season.  He is a trapper and is also shown with two red fox he 

recently trapped for their pelts. 
 

3.  John Brassington of Nanticoke harvested  this six point 190 

pound buck in Newport Center on Halloween evening with a cross 

bow during archery season.  The deer was processed into various 

cuts and some “beef jerky.”   John is an avid hunter, loves hunting in 

Newport Township with his brother Russ.  He has been hunting 

since age 12.  
 

4. Russ Brassington of Newport Center harvested this five point 175 

pound buck with a cross bow during the last week of archery season.  

Russ had the deer processed into various cuts and some “beef jerky.”  

Russ has been hunting with his twin brother, John, since age 12; and 

both are involved in a successful business in Newport Center - New-

port Decal - which produces silk  screening and sign making.  Also 

shown with Russ is his daughter Ashley. 
 

5. Jason Bush, on left, of Glen Lyon shot this 165 pound 7 point 

buck during the second week of buck season while hunting with his 

friend and neighbor, Kile Pegarella, on the right. Jason was using his 

30-30 Marlin.  He has been hunting with his father, Donald, since 

early childhood.  Kile harvested his 180 pound 10 pointer trophy 

deer with an 18” antler span within an hour of Jason.  At times Kile 

enjoys hunting the Moon Lake area.  Both deer were processed into 

jerky, hamburg, steaks, and minute steaks.  Kile also has been hunt-

ing since age twelve with his father, Glen, and usually hunts in  

Newport Township.  
 

6. Bryan Kata, Nanticoke resident and police officer, shot his second 

buck with his 7mm08 Remington rifle, a 200 pound 8 pointer, in the 

Glen Lyon area.  The deer was processed into different cuts for per-

sonal use and the head and antlers will be mounted by a taxidermist.    

Brian is married to the former Marisa Pauska from Glen Lyon, and 

they just celebrated the birth of their third child, son Colt.  Shown 

with Bryan is their oldest son, Mason.   
 

7.  Katie Kowalski of Glen Lyon harvested this seven pointed 200 

pound buck at a distance of 12 yards during the first week of archery 

season with a PSE bow.   

8. Matt Kowalski of Glen Lyon shot this seven pointer 190 pound 

buck during the second week of buck season using a Remington            

Model 700, 308 caliber rifle. 
 

9.  Brad Namowicz of Glen Lyon bagged this eight point 150 pound 

buck on the first day of buck season.  Brad, a hunter for 29 years, and 

friends have a cabin in Bradford County.  He shot the deer with his 

308 Thompson Center rifle and had it processed into various cuts.  He 

enjoys and continues to hunt small game locally with his pal Ziggy. 
 

10.  Brian Pauska of Newport Center bagged this nine point 200 

pound buck in the Lee Section of Newport Township with his 7mm 

short action Winchester Magnum during the second week of buck 

season.  Brian has been hunting for over 20 years as he followed in the 

steps of his father when he was a young boy.  Brian’s daughter is also 

shown in photo. 
 

11. Stephen Phillips, NTCO President, shot this 180 pound 8 pointer 

in Conyngham Township on the first day of buck season with his 243 

caliber, Model 70 Remington rifle.  It was the first time that he used 

the weapon.  The dressed deer was shared with his friends.  Stephen 

also continues to enjoy big and small game hunting in Newport Town-

ship.      
 

12. Bob Shemanski of Glen Lyon harvested this seven point 178 

pound buck on December 3, in Union Township near Hunlocks Creek 

using his 30-06 Winchester 70 rifle.  Bob is retired and has been an 

avid hunter his entire life. 
 

13.  Ben Dekutoski (no photo) of Glen Lyon harvested an 8 pointer 

190 pound buck, his 44th, on his farm in Union Township with his 

cross.  He has been hunting with a bow since Glen Archery began 

behind Weinick Park many years ago.  His regular daily diet consists 

of wild game and fish.  Ben does not reveal his age, but he is a child-

hood friend of this writer, class of ‘58. 
 

14. John Vishnefski (no photo) laid claim to a 150 pound 8 point buck 

in the Glen Lyon area.  The deer was shot with his 300 Winchester 

Magnum while running at full pace from 135 yards.  The deer was 

processed into (What else?) kielbasa for his personal use.  John and 

his wife, Anastasia, are the successful proprietors of Tarnowski’s                  

Kielbasa on 579 E. Main Street, Nanticoke.  
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Taste of the Township  

Pie                                    
 

By Heidi and Paul  

Jarecki ~ Who doesn’t have 

fond memories of Mom’s 

freshly baked apple, blueberry, 

pumpkin, or cherry pie, and in 

the “old” days, baked in coal 

fired ovens?  On some rare 

occasion, you heard about 

strawberry-rhubarb pie, made 

from the harvest in the garden.  

Here is our salute to all the wonderful pie makers in the Township, 

both past and present.  The art of pie making is still going strong! 
 

History  The ancient Egyptians during the Neolithic Period or 

New Stone Age around 9500 BC were believed to be the first to 

make pies. The Neolithic Period is characterized by the use of stone, 

the domestication of plants or animals, the establishment of perma-

nent villages, and the practice of such crafts as pottery and weaving. 

Our ancestors made these pie-like treats with oat, wheat, rye, and 

barley, then filled them with honey and baked the dish over hot 

coals.  The bakers to the Pharaohs, 1304 to 1237 B.C, incorporated 

nuts, honey, and fruits in bread dough, a primitive form of pastry. It 

was the Greeks that originated pie pastry. The pies during this period 

were made by a flour-water paste wrapped around meat; this served 

to cook the meat and seal in the juices. The Romans in 160 B.C. 

carried home recipes for making pie when they conquered Greece. 

According to historical records, oysters, mussels, lampreys, and oth-

er meats and fish were normal in Roman puddings. It is thought that 

the puddings were a lot like pies. The popularity of the pie spread 

throughout Europe, via the Roman roads, where every country 

adapted the recipes to their customs and available foods.  

   The first pies were called "coffins" or "coffyns" (the word actually 

meant a basket or box) and were also known as "traps.” They were 

tall, straight-sided with sealed floors and lids. The purpose of a pas-

try shell was mainly to serve as a baking dish, storage container, and 

serving vessel, and were often too hard to actually eat. The crust was 

actually a pan, its pastry tough and inedible. 

   The first reference to "pyes" as food items appeared in England as 

early as the 12th century. The pie was an English specialty that was 

unrivaled in other European cuisines and two early examples of the 

English meat pies were shepherd's pie and cottage pie. Shepherd's 

pie was made with lamb and vegetables, and the cottage pie was 

made with beef and vegetables. Both are topped with potatoes. Eng-

lish women were baking pies long before settlers came to America.  

   So when the Pilgrims landed in America, they of course brought 

their recipes with them.  They were English-style and meat-based. 

Soon, however, settlers began adapting pies to the ingredients and 

techniques available to them in the New World. Their first pies were 

based on berries and fruits. Pumpkin pie, which is first recorded in a 

cookbook in 1675, originated from British spiced and boiled squash 

and was not popularized in America until the early 1800s. The colo-

nists cooked many a pie and as the colonies spread out, the pie's role 

as a means to showcase local ingredients took hold and with it came 

a proliferation of new, sweet pies. Pie continued to sustain early 

Americans as they settled the west. Once pioneers found land to 

claim as their own, their pies began to reflect the regional differ-

ences of the areas where they settled. Pumpkin pies and pies sweet-

ened with maple syrup were enjoyed in northern states. In Maine, 

the plentiful blueberry crops were often baked into pies, and over 

time blueberry pie became the official dessert of that state. During 

the mid-1800’s, the pie craze in America cooled off.  But pies never 

disappeared completely, and after World War II they rebounded. 

Modern food advances made pie making easier with the advents 

of shortening, ready-made crusts, box mixes, and instant pudding. By 

the early 1980’s, pies were “rediscovered” as Americans explored 

their culinary roots, and they eventually made a successful comeback 

into American food culture. Now pies are embraced and celebrated as 

a symbol of America’s abundance. In fact, one of the most popular 

days for baking and eating pies in America is the Fourth of July, our 

nation’s birthday. 

   Pie making has a long tradition in Newport Township. The hills of 

Newport Township were loaded with wild berries and pies, which 

used less flour than bread, could be easily and cheaply baked. Pies 

provided a sustainable food source for hungry immigrants who 

worked in the mines when money was in short supply. Many folks 

who grew up in the Township from the 1920’s through the 1950s re-

member picking berries in the summer for making pies. Pond Hill 

located above Lee on the way to Lily Lake was a particularly popular 

destination for picking blueberries.   (See the NTCO Newsletter for 

Fall 2011 “Ralph Galicki Newport Township HS Football”; Spring, 

2012 “Life on Polander Hill”; and Fall, 2012 “Growing up in Lee.”)   

   There are many different ways to make a pie crust. The most classic 

pie or pastry crust is made with butter. A pie crust that is made with a 

mixture of butter and shortening however is more forgiving and you 

get the flavor of the butter, with the easy flakiness that comes from 

using shortening. Try this recipe: 
 

Ingredients  
2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour, plus extra for rolling 

 1 cup (2 sticks or 8 ounces) unsalted butter, very-cold, cut into 1/2 

inch cubes 

 1 teaspoon salt 

 1 teaspoon sugar 

 6 to 8 Tbsp ice water 
   

Directions 
 1. Put flour, sugar, and salt into the bowl of a food processor and   

 pulse a couple times to mix. Add about half of the butter to the food 

processor and pulse several times. Then add the rest of the butter and 

pulse 6 to 8 times until the largest pieces of butter are about the size of 

large peas. Sprinkle the mixture with about 1/4 cup of ice water and 

pulse again.  

2. Then add more ice water, a tablespoon at a time, pulsing once or   

twice after each addition until the dough just barely begins to hold 

together. 

3. Carefully empty the crumbly dough mixture from the food proces-

sor on to a clean, dry, flat surface. Gather the mixture in a mound.  

4. Divide the dough mixture into two even-sized mounds. Use your 

hands to form each one into a disk.  

5. Sprinkle each disk with a little flour, wrap each one in plastic wrap, 

and refrigerate for one hour or up to 2 days. 

6. Remove one crust disk from the refrigerator. Let sit at room temper-

ature for 5-10 minutes in order to soften just enough to make rolling 

out a bit easier. Roll out with a rolling pin on a lightly floured. If nec-

essary, add a few sprinkles of flour under the dough to keep the dough 

from sticking. Carefully place onto a 9-inch pie plate. Gently press the 

pie dough down so that it lines the bottom and sides of the pie plate. 

Use a pair of kitchen scissors to trim the dough to within 1/2 inch of 

the edge of the pie dish. 

7. Add filling to the pie. 

8. Roll out second disk of dough, as before. Gently place onto the top 

of the filling in the pie. Pinch top and bottom of dough rounds firmly 

together. Trim excess dough with kitchen shears, leaving a 3/4 inch 

overhang. Fold the edge of the top piece of dough over and under the 

edge of the bottom piece of dough, pressing together. Flute edges us-

ing thumb and forefinger or press with a fork. Score the top of the pie 

with four 2-inch long cuts, so that steam from the cooking pie can 

escape. 
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The Altar and Rosary of St. Adalbert’s, Holy Spirit Parish held its 

Super Bowl Sunday hoagie sale.  Pictured left is the “assembly 

line.”  The following Friday, February 15, the Altar and Rosary  

Society held its fish dinner. Pictured right are some of the kitchen 

crew, left to right: Carol Sobotka, Ann Marie Gorgas, Steph            

Stogoski, Charlie Smith, Heidi Jarecki, and Marge Zastavny.   

Halusky and Vegetable Soup Sale 

On March 4th, St. Nicholas Church in Glen Lyon held its Haluski, Vegetable 

Soup, and Bake Sale.  Pictured above are the cooks and crew:  Left to right: 

Deborah Fudjack, Harry Truchone, Lugenia Human, Mike Truchon, Ronald 

Womelsdorf, Karen Phair and Bruce Phair. 

On Sunday March 6, the Newport Township Women’s 

Activity Group held an Easter Bingo, along with a bake 

sale and basket auction at St Adalbert’s in Glen Lyon, 



Junior Leadership Wilkes Barre 
 

By Tom Kashatus  ~ Junior Leadership Wilkes Barre is a personal 

leadership development program for  high school juniors that 

provides training techniques to advance their leadership skills, 

while increasing community awareness and civic responsibility to 

affect positive change.  In short the mission is to develop leaders 

for our community.  The program began in 1987 and Greater 

Nanticoke Area (GNA) has been a participant for the past 25 

years.  The program has the support of 17 northeastern Pennsyl-

vania high schools, the PSEA, and a number of corporations and 

individuals throughout our community.   

   The training may be considered intense for these junior high 

students as they are given the opportunity to work with adult 

leaders in their community through day-long programs over a 

nine-month period.  The students are required to focus on leader-

ship skills, entrepreneurship, environmental issues, citizenship/

government, media/communications, community issues, commu-

nity service, and emotional intelligence.  That’s a heavy load for 

any high school junior to carry, besides their regular classroom 

studies.   

   Students have the opportunity to interact with other students as 

a group and work with community leaders and decision makers.   

It is intended to encourage students to recognize their own poten-

tial and develop their leadership skills while fostering interest in 

volunteerism and community service to influence the direction of 

Northeastern Pennsylvania (NEPA) in a positive way.   

   The process of participation is challenging and competitive:  (1) 

sophomores entering their subsequent junior year may apply by a 

typewritten application and a $20.00 fee; (2) a student must have 

at least an 85 grade point average; (3) two adult references (other 

than parents or relatives and one must be a teacher) are required; 

(4) a selection committee will consider the first 20 applications 

from a school district; and (5) the finalists will be subject to a 

personal interview.  The Selection Committee will notify candi-

dates by the end of April.  As essay required by the application 

must contain (1) enthusiasm and commitment to participate in the 

program, (2) expression of interest in understanding and serving  

the community, and (3) the demonstration or potential of leader-

ship ability. 

   The number of successful candidates from a school district may 

vary from one to possibly six.  There is a tuition membership fee 

of $1,000.00 paid to Junior Leadership Wilkes Barre which is 

picked up by the local school district.  This year GNA supported 

five students as shown in the photo from left to right:  (1) Janine 

Levandowski of Glen Lyon, (2) Megan Kocher of Nanticoke, (3) 

Matthew Wojciehowski of  Alden, (4) Emily Eckhart of Shea-

town, and (5) Leandra Ramos of Nanticoke.   Mrs. Jean Makar-

czyk, volunteer student advisor and GNA teacher for over 30 

years, has been involved with the program for the past twelve 

years.  Mrs. Makarczyk stated that, “It is possible a college or 

university may furnish a monetary scholarship to a student for 

participating in this community service program.”  This writer 

thanks Mrs. Makarczyk for her input into this important school 

function and intends to follow up on the projects of the junior 

leadership candidates in subsequent newsletters and report on 

their success stories.         

Greater Nanticoke Area/KM Smith Family Center 
 

By Tom Kashatus ~ A few months ago the NTCO received an invitation 

from Director Christine Mash of the Greater Nanticoke Area Family  

Center Advisory Board to attend their quarterly meeting.  Mostly out of 

curiosity and not knowing what mission drove this organization, Palmira 

Miller, Murph Fletcher, and this writer attended.  It was discovered that  

members of other key organizations throughout the Greater Nanticoke 

Area who were also present had agendas relative to each other.  It was 

realized that each organization has critical and key assets to offer the oth-

ers.  For example, the NTCO and Mr. Fletcher could benefit with assis-

tance with the recreation agenda and with additional venues for publiciz-

ing events.  The NTCO has realized that Newport Township children are  

excelling in scholastics, as well as athletics, but was not aware of who 

they were.  This may be a way to recognize these children for their ac-

complishments.  In return the NTCO quarterly newsletter and website 

could be a venue for other organizations to convey their messages by 

partnering with the NTCO.                          

   Director Christine Mash stated the mission of the Family Center:  

“Partnering with parents, Pennsylvania Family Centers work to strength-

en child and family development, school success, and community en-

gagement. The Greater Nanticoke Area Family Center is part of the GNA 

School District (but is funded externally through state and federal grants), 

and offers free programs for families in our community with children 

prenatal to 5 years.  Some of these programs are:  PAT (Parents as Teach-

ers) home-visiting curriculum;  developmental screenings and resource 

referrals for PAT program families; day and evening parent-child play-

groups throughout the year; My School, My Community kindergarten 

transitioning program; PA Pre-K Counts; and various community event 

collaborations.” 
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The photo shows those who attended the most recent meeting.  Full par-

ticipation may include fifteen or more organizations.   

   Sitting left to right:  Gina Galli, Luzerne County Mental Health & In-

tellectual Disability Services; Stephanie Pacovsky, Bayada Pediatrics; 

Murph Fletcher, Newport Township Community Organization (NTCO); 

Michele Hanna, PA Key/OCDEL; Owners Brianne Dougherty & Britta-

ny Dougherty of Magic World Child Care of Alden; Erica Botzentka, 

Maternal & Family Health Services/WIC;  Owner T. J. Cook, Big Dad-

dy's Day Care of Nanticoke; Brittany Murtha & Heidi Birkel, Nanticoke 

Head Start; Superintendent Dr. Ron Grevera, Greater Nanticoke Area. 

   Standing left to right:  Christine Mash, GNA Family Center Director; 

Wendy Skoniecki and Joni Turner, Family Center Staff; and Genel 

Gronkowski, Mill Library.  

Primary Election Day is Tuesday, April 26 

 

Please Make an Informed Decision and  

Vote for the Candidate of Your Choice  

 

 Your Vote in the 2016 Presidential Primary could im-

pact your way of life for years to come!  Choose Wisely!  

A Thought for Today 
 

Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take 

without forgetting. - Elizabeth Bibesco  

 

Cooperation is the thorough conviction that nobody can get 

there unless everybody gets there.  ~Virginia Burden 



Helen Wilkes 
 

By Carol Sokolnicki 

Wilkes ~ Mrs. Helen 

Wilkes, pictured left, was 

born in Nanticoke on 

March 2, 1916. She is the 

daughter of the late      

Joseph and Stella Pohepic 

Gizinski of Nanticoke. 

Mrs. Wilkes is the second 

oldest of five siblings.  

Isabelle, the oldest daugh-

ter, was eighteen months 

older than Helen. Isabelle 

passed away in 1970 at 

the age of 55.  Her brother 

Edward, who resides in 

North Carolina, turned 98 

in August, 2015. Her 

younger sister Louise, is 

95 years young and lives 

in St. Louis, Missouri 

with her family. Leonard, the youngest of the five siblings, is 94 

years young and resides in Bethlehem, Pa.  

   Helen is a 1934 graduate of Nanticoke High School.  Beginning as  

a young girl, she worked for many years at the Duplin Silk Mill in                   

Nanticoke as a spinner and tester. Mrs. Wilkes walked to and from 

work daily. 

   Music and the Church have always been an important part of 

Helen’s life.  At the age of ten, she became a member of St. Mary’s 

Church Choir, and at the age of one hundred, continues to sing alto 

with the choir. Mrs. Wilkes played the violin in high school and was 

a member of an all-girl orchestra. Musical groups that she sang with 

include the Apollo Club, the Balaikes Group, and the Polish Ameri-

can Sunshine Club Singers.  As a matter of fact, she met her future 

husband, John Wilkes, while singing in the St. Mary’s Choir. They 

would later marry on November 23, 1939 and settle in Sheatown.  

Together, they raised two sons, John Jr. who married Kathy 

Chesney, and Joseph, who married Carol Sokolnicki. Her husband 

John, who was a teacher and principal in the Newport Township 

School District and the Greater Nanticoke Area School District, 

passed away on December 13, 1972.  

   Today, Mrs. Wilkes is affectionately known as “Grammie” to her 

friends and family alike. Her grandchildren include: Deborah Wilkes 

Fisher and husband David; Christine Wilkes Beninati and husband 

John; Carrie Wilkes Williams and husband Jay; and Kevin Wilkes 

and wife Lindsey Ludorf Wilkes. She is “Great Grammie” to Sophia 

and Ava Beninati and to Abby and Matthew Williams. 

    Helen has been, and continues to be active in many church and 

social organizations. In the past, she volunteered at the St. Stanislaus 

Medical Center where she was noted for her “klopsie.”  Mrs. Wilkes 

held the office of president and treasurer in the Newport Senior   

Citizens Group. She is an active member at the Ladies of Mary of St. 

Faustina Parish, currently holding the office of secretary.  Mrs. 

Wilkes continues to take orders for pierogi and pasties sales for the 

church as well as helping to prepare them.  Mrs. Wilkes has also 

been seen dancing on WVIA’s Polka Party with her friends.  

   Today, at the age of 100, “Grammie” looks forward to the monthly 

bus trips to Mount Airy Casino. She attends Mass regularly at St. 

Mary’s and enjoys shopping and having lunch with her friends after 

church. A favorite pastime she enjoys is reading novels. 

   Helen has traveled to Poland, Hawaii and Disney World with her 

then two teenage grandchildren, Christine and Carrie. She visited the 

Catskill Mountains where the highlight of their trip was horse-

back riding. 

   Mrs. Wilkes continues to be a devoted fan of “Days of Our Lives” 

and a huge fan of Penn State football. She is well-respected and loved 

by all. She continues a very active and independent life-style and her 

greatest joy is spending time with her family and friends.  

   (Editor’s Note: The NTCO wishes Helen Wilkes a very happy 100th  

birthday and many more blessed and healthy years to come.) 
   

New Business in the Township:  

R.O.A. Brabant Family Landscaping 
 

By Heidi  Jarecki ~ At this time of year, a lot of residents begin think-

ing about gardening and lawn upkeep.  If you need help getting start-

ed, R.O.A. Brabant Family Landscaping will be happy to assist.  Ray, 

the proprietor, has the experience and equipment to do just about any-

thing related to outdoor maintenance, including: landscaping and gar-

dening, rototilling, soil replacement, tree trimming and stump remov-

al, digging water mains, drainage, repairing broken pipes, splitting 

wood, snow removal, lawn maintenance, concrete replacement, side-

walk removal, and replacing door locks.   

   Ray, 36, began helping his grandfather build houses when he was 8.  

His grandfather was a jack-of-all-trades, and taught Ray a lot. Ray 

grew up in Sheatown and graduated from Greater Nanticoke Area 

High School.  His work experience is varied: McCarthy Tire, Bath 

Fitters, Reilly Plating, and Brand Fire Service, where he did fire proof-

ing.  Ray was sent all over the country, to places like the Smithsonian, 

several military bases and nursing homes in Massachusetts, Rhode 

Island, Maryland, and Virginia, and the Air Force Academy in Colora-

do. However, he wanted to stay close to home, and gradually devel-

oped landscaping expertise. The business began in May, 2015 and has 

grown steadily.   

   Ray’s advice is practical: Rotate crops every year; gardens and 

lawns must have proper drainage and fertilization; correct PH levels in 

soil should be maintained; crabgrass and invasive species issues can 

be dealt with.  If these are problems, Ray can help.  Ray is a strong 

advocate of conservation and preservation of natural resources.       

   Ray is one of seven children.  He and his wife Olga (Lucita) have a 

daughter, Arieli who is 14 and a student at GNA.  Ray is fluent in 

English, Spanish, with some French. He is a dedicated member of the 

Newport Township Recreation Board and the NTCO, and likes to hunt 

and fish in his spare time. He is fully insured. To contact Ray, call  

570-417-9281.       
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Pictured above left is Ray Brabant, proprietor.  Right: Ray as a volun-

teer installing playground equipment in the Wanamie Park.   

Spring birds aren’t the only ones singing!  
 

I don't sing because I'm happy; I'm happy because I sing.  ~ William 

James 

 

As long as we live, there is never enough singing.  ~ Martin Luther 
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Remembering Newport Township Veterans : World War II 

          Angeline Biondi                                 Ann Petcosky                                    Jean Sawetski                          Lt. Marguerite G. Finley   

       Amelia Skladzien, RN                      Adabelle Smith                                    Wanda Lipski, RN                        Josephine Jarecki, RN 

        Tessie Tarnowski                          Pauline Wytashek, RN                   Margaret Mayewski, RN                         Tillie Kievitz, RN 

       Doris Swanberry, RN                       Jean S. Young                           Geraldine Snopkowski, RN                    Ensign Florence Casaccia 



GNA Wrestling 2016 
 

By Tom Kashatus  ~ There are three levels of wrestling in the Greater 

Nanticoke Area system.  It all starts with elementary wrestling from 

ages 5 to 12.  The elementary children may wrestle in an organized 

league or independently while participating in various tournaments 

throughout the season.  After reaching age 12, the next step is to move 

into the junior high wrestling program - seventh, eighth, and ninth 

grades.  The final level is the varsity level as a sophomore, junior, or 

senior.  Some extra-talented freshmen may advance to the varsity           

level.  The Greater Nanticoke Area system includes students from 

Nanticoke City, Newport Township, Plymouth Township, and 

Conyngham Township.  The GNA Wrestling Booster Club supports 

children of all levels and from all areas.    
 

Pictured left is 

Varsity, 

kneeling left 

to right:  Me-

gan Kocher, 

Chris Maute, 

Dominick 

Sauder, Dave 

Jones, and 

Austin 

Cieslaw.  

Standing left 

to right:  Head 

coach Harold 

Shotwell, 

Austin Belles, Garret Allabaugh, Jacob Havey, Krystal Daniele,               

Jonathan Keefe, and Coach J.J. Vasello. 

 

Pictured left is 

Junior High, 

kneeling left to 

right:  Joseph 

Sauers, Zak    

Capie, Elias               

Miller, and Collin 

Kudrako-

Kashatus.  Stand-

ing left to right:  

Jr. High coach 

Scott Shotwell, 

Shane Repasky, Adam Eckhart, Isaiah Johnson, Ethan Miller, and 

Coach Luke Capie.  
 

Pictured here is 

Elementary, bot-

tom row left to 

right:  Joey                

Korus, Cody 

Lokuta, Jaydin 

Benscoter, Luca 

Geko, Tracton 

Mishanski, and 

Ethan Burns. 

Second row left to 

right:  Michael 

Taylor, Jason 

Oborski, Liam 

Pegarella, Evan 

Thoryk, John Repasky, Justin Mierzwa, and Adam Shotwell. 

Third row left to right:  Lucas Jaskulski, Braden Emel, Kaitlyn 

Pegarella, Aiden Jaskulski, Justin Benscoter, and Owen Atkins. 

Top row, coaches left to right:  J. J. Vasello, Harold Shotwell, 

Shane Repasky, Scott Shotwell, and Luke Capie.   
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The Second Ben Frace         

Lobster Dinner was held on 

January 14 at St. Andrew’s 

Church Hall in Alden.  Pic-

tured bottom left are folks 

enjoying their lobster,          

complete with cole slaw,          

applesauce, French fries, 

and dessert.  Bottom right 

shows Vicky Frace (second 

from left) and some of  her 

kitchen crew.  Very tasty! 

Spring has sprung! 

Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe full of slush. ~ 

Doug Larson  



 Tom Klukososki, Newport ‘58 
From the coal fields of Wanamie  

to the "Field of Dreams" 
 

By John Kashatus ~ As an avid reader of the NTCO Newsletter 

and a sometime contributor, I ask you to recall Issue 30 (Summer 

2012) and the article relating to Newport’s greatest decade of 

baseball. Specifically, I am referring to the talented ball players 

who signed professional contracts during that era. Tom                      

Klukososki, who led the 1958 Newport Nutcrackers to an unde-

feated season and the Wyoming Valley Baseball Championship, 

was one of those professionals. He had a 9-0 pitching record and 

went the distance in three playoff wins, which included two shut-

outs. 
 

The Early Years 
   Tom was born on September 14, 1940 and grew up in Wanamie 

in the 40’s and 50’s. Tom and his younger brother Ron were the 

sons of a coal miner and their mom was a tremendous cook. Play-

ing sports was the activity of the day for all the kids in Newport 

Township. “We only had a few guys up on the hill, so we often 

played one on one. Some days we would get guys from Main 

Street and Railroad Street and travel to Glen Lyon (behind the 

Mule Barn) and Alden for competitive games. I was thrilled when 

Little League came to the Township in 1952, because we would 

now have organized games. I actually cried the first day because it 

was raining in the morning and my Dad said it would clear up, and 

it did. I was so excited that I struck out 3 times, but hit a double to 

win the game in the last inning. My Little League coaches, Ed 

Sweeney and Ted Pawlush were responsible for me becoming a 

pitcher, because at that time, I played first base. I actually pitched 

in Newport’s first All Star game against St. Theresa’s of Wilkes 

Barre, losing 8-7 in 8 innings.” (Editor’s note: A much different 

story in 1953. Refer to Summer 2013, Issue 34.) Tom was also the 

M.V.P. in Biddy League’s inaugural season. (Refer to Spring 

2015, Issue 40) 

   As Tom grew older, he was accepted by the upperclassmen at 

Newport who served as role models. Playing all sports in his youth 

provided him with the talent to play football, basketball and base-

ball in high school; and he competed at a high level. Tom was a 

leading scorer and a Wyoming Valley League Basketball All-Star 

in ’58.  He had opportunities in football with Notre Dame and in 

basketball with King’s or Wilkes. While the Dodgers, Cleveland 

and Pittsburgh showed an interest, Tom said, “I picked the Phillies 

because they were in last place and I thought I had a better 

chance.” Two days after he graduated, he signed a professional 

contract with the Philadelphia Phillies. 
 

A Rookie from Wanamie 
As a 17-year-old, Tom was assigned to Johnson City, Tenn. 

(Rookie League) That is a story of its own in Tom’s words: “I was 

told someone would be there to meet me, and if they weren’t there, 

go to the YMCA. When I got there, no one was there to meet me, 

so I took a taxi to the ballpark because the driver said there was no 

YMCA in Johnson City. Could anyone imagine how scared I was 

after traveling all day? (First time on a plane and away from 

home)  One of the players, Larry Baughman, who played football 

for Ohio State, knew the ropes and took me under his wing.  He 

took me to the hotel where he was staying; I was so homesick that 

night that I couldn’t sleep. A few years later at a reunion, my wife 

Tosh was telling that story to Rich Haines, one of our African-

American players. Rich related that when he and his twin brother 

got there, they weren’t allowed to stay at the hotel or eat with the 

white players. They had to use a taxi with only a black driver to 

take them to the black section on the other side of the tracks. This 

was the first time that I had to deal with racial issues. Growing up 

in Wanamie, I never had to deal with that kind of situation. One night in 

Wytheville, VA, the fans were really on the black players, calling them 

all kinds of names that I never heard, and finally one of the players threw 

a bat in the stands and all “hell” broke loose. The police had to escort us 

out of the ballpark. What a frightening experience!”  Tom had limited 

appearances in Johnson City during that summer, but it was                        

unforgettable. 

   In the first off-season, Tom played basketball with local stars for 

Bolek’s Seafood of Nanticoke. Included in the rigorous schedule were 

charity games with the Philadelphia Eagles and Baltimore Colts. “While 

we won both games, we really took a beating, physically. They thought 

they were still playing football.  This kept me in shape for the upcoming 

season.” 
 

Spring Training  
“I went to Leesburg for my first spring training; that was another adven-

ture, taking the train from Wilkes Barre to Leesburg, FL. The trip took 

two long days and the racial situation was even worse in Florida than in 

Virginia and Tennessee. It was nice to have warm weather in March. I 

roomed with Gene Conley when he finished his basketball season with 

the Celtics. He gave me a ride to the ballpark every morning with his 

pink Lincoln. That was great! The other players really teased me about 

that.” Tom was assigned to Elmira, NY, under Andy Seminick, who was 

a great teacher. After losing his first two games, with the threat of a cut-

down, Andy took Tom down to the bullpen and demonstrated alternative 

pitching grips on his fastball and curve. He also encouraged Tom to 

throw overhand like Robin Roberts, whom he caught for a few years. 

Tom won 11 in a row with that advice and finished with a 14-4 record. “I 

pitched the second game of the league championship series and lost 1-0, 

on a misjudged fly ball. Overall, it was a good season.  Each spring was 

difficult, knowing that I would be away from March to September. The 

season at Bakersfield was the “toughest” by far. My girlfriend Tosh 

(Madajewski)) was my biggest fan and she encouraged me all the time. 

Although she was in Nursing School, she wrote every day.” 
 

Playing on the “Left” Coast in 1960 
After another spring training in Leesburg, Tom was assigned to Bakers-

field in the California League. The league scheduled all night games 

because of the 100+ degrees during the day. And it didn’t rain from 

April until September, hence, no days off. It wasn’t the same on the road. 

“ We played Reno late in May and it snowed. The temperature was in the 

90’s when we left Bakersfield and when we arrived in Reno, it was in the 

20’s. The guys from the “Islands” never saw snow and didn’t have jack-

ets. To fight the cold, some players made a fire in the dugout.” With al-

most 200 innings, a 13-8 record, with a handful of shutouts, and loving 

the California weather, Tom felt that this was his best season. 
 

Pictured left is Tom with the 

with the Elmira Phillies in 

1959.  The picture above is a 

bit more recent.   

Continued on the next page 
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Winding Down 
As players of that era will admit, spring training was no picnic, espe-

cially for the players who didn’t stay in shape over the off-season. 

The early spring workouts were held at Plant City, FL in 1961, and it 

was “cold.”  Tom pitched one game, 7 innings, and lost a one-hitter – 

a home run by Al Kaline of the Tigers. “I hurt my arm that day (the 

injury is nowadays referred to as a rotator cuff injury), but Andy 

Seminick still took me to Williamsport to rehab for two months with 

no success. I never played in any games for Williamsport and was 

reassigned to Dothan, AL to recuperate the arm in the heat.” 
 

The Highs and Lows 
Tom’s first pro start was in Bluefield, W.Va. He had a no-hit shutout 

for 8 2/3 innings until a throwing error by the shortstop allowed the 

batter/runner to take second base. A single followed, which ruined 

the no hitter and shutout, but Tom still got credit for the win. He 

threw a 2 hit shutout in the Appalachian League Championship 

Game with Tosh and his Mom and Dad in attendance. It was quite a 

feat for a 17 year old kid from Wanamie! Tom pitched his profes-

sional team (Johnson City) to a championship after pitching his high 

school team (Newport Nutcrackers) to a high school championship, 

just two months earlier. 

   Not being able to pitch in Williamsport (relatively close to home) 

and trying to pitch with a sore arm were major let-downs. In Tom’s 

own words, “Lots of good stories, it was fun, I wouldn’t have given it 

up for the world”. 
 

Life after Baseball 
With pro baseball over, Tom went to Newark College of Engineering 

(NJIT). “Tosh finished Nursing School and we got married in No-

vember, 1962. Having a high draft number (#2) I joined the National 

Guard, three months after our wedding. I had to go away again.” 

Tom pitched for Fort Dix (with a sore arm), but it excused him from 

hard work and intense training. When Tom completed his 6 months 

of active duty, he worked for Esso Research, 25 years for Jacobs 

Engineering Co., Foster Wheeler, and Squibb. As a consultant, Tom 

along with Tosh traveled to foreign countries, namely, Puerto Rico, 

the Bahamas, Ireland and Singapore. 

   Tom’s hobbies include tending to his tomato and vegetable garden 

and fishing. He and some friends either go fishing to Upstate New 

York, or on his boat in Raritan Bay near Sandy Hook. Tom and Tosh 

finally settled in South Plainfield, NJ, where they reside today. They 

have two children Tommy and Lisa, both of whom achieved numer-

ous honors in high school academics and athletics. Tommy is a medi-

cal doctor in South Plainfield where his practice includes neighbors 

and former teachers & coaches. Lisa is the CEO of Innovative Health 

Services, a company she founded in Maryland. Tom and Tosh are 

blessed with two granddaughters, Macy & Alaina, “the loves of our 

lives.” 
 

Tom’s Pitching Record 

 

Custom Baits & 

Jigs in Newport 

Township 
 

By Tom Kashatus ~ 

Ryan Neely (pictured at 

right) grew up in New-

port Township, graduat-

ed from Greater Nan-

ticoke Area and Luzerne 

County Community Col-

lege in 2009, making the 

Dean’s list and earning a 

degree in communica-

tion/broadcasting.  He 

now works in the broad-

casting industry with 

WBRE TV and lives in Newport Center.  He has an avid passion 

for bass fishing and his dream is to travel throughout the United 

States and fish professionally. 

   While a young boy, two very important people in his life, his 

father Darl and Uncle Dean Myers, took him under their wing 

and introduced him to the sport of fishing.  He fished from shore 

at a relative’s pond with Uncle Dean and at Frances Slocum and 

Moon Lake with his father in their aluminum boat.  He became 

“hooked” immediately and fishing became an integral part of his 

life thereafter; he now fishes competitively at every opportunity.  

The experience of watching his father catch a 6 pound 2 ounce 

largemouth bass on one occasion and the struggle to “bring him 

home”  instilled the desire to become a fisherman.  Ryan serves 

as a tournament director and weigh master for the Clearwater 

Bass Club which fishes Pennsylvania’s lakes and the Finger  

Lakes of New York.   Ryan pines for the day to join the Bass-

masters and the Fishing League Worldwide (FLW) to fish profes-

sionally throughout the United States against some of the top 

pros in the world. 

   During 2015, two events which fueled his desire to enter and 

succeed in tournament competition were a first-place finish on 

Lake Otisco, NY (above photo) and a second-place finish at       

Harvey’s Lake. 

   Ryan’s passion encouraged him to start his very own custom 

business in 2015, RSN Custom Tackle, developing and making a 

variety of jigs.  In January 2016, he obtained Sinko Baits, a cus-

tom  plastics business.  Now in addition to his custom jigs, he is 

making  “soft plastics” which includes finesse worms, stick baits, 

tubes, etc. His baits are created for both the weekend and tourna-

ment angler. Currently he offers three jig styles done in 30 differ-

ent colors and 15 plastic baits which come in over 50 colors.  He 

also has the ability to produce custom colors/designs at no addi-

tional charge. One of his goals is “to get more kids away from 

their Xboxes and get their hands on a tackle box.”  Ryan likes to 

emphasize that, “The sport is ‘fishing’ and not ‘catching’ for a 

reason. Take the time to share with your kids the beauty of the 

location where you live; and take the time to talk about fish habi-

tat and the value of  protecting our valuable natural resources.  

It’s moments like these that will create positive ever-lasting 

memories for you and your children.”   

   You can find Ryan on Facebook and Twitter:  @SinkoBaits 

and Instagram:  sinko_baits.  Also on the web at: 

www.sinkobaits.com.  He will take orders via phone 570- 592-

1015 or on the web. Given his humility, enthusiasm for fishing, 

and desire for success, a bright future lies ahead for Ryan in all 

his endeavors. 

Continued from previous page 
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Fountain of Youth 

The trick is growing up without growing old. ~ Casey Stengel 



Newport Township Teachers:  

Mary M. Belefski 
 

By Susan Mary Najaka (Niece) ~ Mary M. Belefski was born in 

Glen Lyon on December 10, 1899, the oldest of nine children. Her 

parents were Jacob and Lenna Konetzski Belefski. Jacob was born in 

Poland in 1869 and came to Glen Lyon in 1886 at the age of 17.  He  

worked in the coal mines for 50 cents a day.  Lenna was born in 

Nanticoke in 1879 and married Jacob Belefski in 1898. She was a 

talented dress maker who worked very hard to educate her large 

family and provide for their daily needs. Lenna died in 1921 after a 

brief illness and enjoyed living only a month and a half in her new 

home on East Main Street in Glen Lyon. Jacob died in 1931 at the 

age of 62. 

   Mary was a graduate of Newport Township High School, Class of 

1917. She attended Bloomsburg State Normal School and received 

her Bachelor of Arts degree from Pennsylvania State University. 

While at Penn State, Mary pursued her interest in the Arts by taking 

classes in drawing and painting. In the attic studio of her home, she 

could be found painting pictures using oil paint and a pellet knife. 

Her family members were always delighted to receive a painting 

from her as a gift.  

   At the time of her mother’s death, Mary was 22 and was starting 

her teaching career with five siblings under the age of ten. She be-

came responsible for their care and provided additional finances.  

She was assisted by her sister Rose in taking care of the family. 

   Miss Belefski was an instructor in Newport Township Schools for 

42 years. She taught second grade in the Kosciusko School and sev-

enth and eighth grades in the Pulaski Junior High School. Mary was 

a devout member of St. Michael the Archangel Roman Catholic 

Church, Glen Lyon and the American Legion Auxiliary Post 539. In 

addition to painting, Mary greatly enjoyed gardening with her sister 

Clara. She was proud of the gold-fish pond that her brother Edward 

built in the homestead garden. Seasonal flowers adorned the yard as 

the sisters sent away for seeds, trees and plants to add to the well-

tended flower beds and planters. Her other hobbies included reading, 

traveling, listening to classical music and cooking delicious ethnic 

favorites for the holidays. 

   Miss Mary Belefski died on October 16, 1961 from cancer and 

was not able to enjoy her retirement years. At that time, viewings 

were still held in the family home. All Township schools were 

closed so that faculty members could attend the funeral services at 

St. Michael’s Church. A special tribute was paid by members of the 

Newport Township Educational Association. The 1963                    

Newportrait was dedicated to Miss Mary Belefski and Mr. William 

Parks. The dedication stated that “she will long be remembered for her 

dignity and her character by the students of Newport Township.”  She 

was 61 years old. 

    In 1963, this writer (her niece) took the name Mary at Confirmation 

in her memory and then followed in her footsteps by pursuing a teach-

ing career.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

Pictured at left is Mary Belefski upon graduating from Bloomsburg  

State Normal School and at right as a teacher in the Newport    

Township school system 

                                Frinsko-Howell                                                                                                
Pictured above are four generations of the Frinsko-Howell family of 

Glen Lyon.  L to R is Mom Lindsay Howell Wilson, Grandmother 

Janice Frinsko Howell, Baby Ava Wilson, and Great-Grandmother 

Dorothy Urbanski Frinsko.  The Wilson Family lives in Avon, MA.  

Paternal Great-Grandmother is Mrs. Elizabeth Howell, who lives in           

Sheatown.  This is a first grandchild for Janice and Harry Howell. 

Little League Sign-ups in Newport 
By Tom Kashatus ~  Pictured above from left to right are officials of 

the Nanticoke Area (NA) Little League conducting sign-ups at the 

Municipal Building in Wanamie on March 1st:  Volunteers Rachel 

and Cheryl Goss, Vice President Ken Smith, President Wade 

Rowles, and Glen Lyon resident Jerry Shemanski registering his 

stepson.  The location is for the convenience of Newport Township 

residents; however, all residents of the NA are welcome to partici-

pate.  Officials are thrilled with the opportunity to use a central loca-

tion and may seek an opportunity to use this facility in the future.      

   Thus far, registration numbers indicate an excellent outlook for an 

exciting season.  Sign-ups are for boys and girls wishing to partici-

pate in ages 5 to 18.  As League officials determine, divisions may 

include:  T-ball, Coach Pitch, Minor and Major Leagues, Junior and 

Senior Leagues.  Other divisions may be offered,  for example,  

Challenger Baseball,  9-10 Year-Old Baseball, Intermediate Base-

ball, Training & Development, and Big League Baseball.  For more 

information, check out the website: www.littleleague.org/learn/

about/divisions.htm.   

   With the gradual decline of Babe Ruth and the disappearance of 

Teeners’ League baseball/softball, the national organization of Little 

League is trying to fill a void and expand the opportunities needed 

by children, families, and volunteers.  Meetings are the first Wednes-

day of the month at 7:30 p.m.   Promote your local Little League!  
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Here comes the sun! 
 

 

Our spring has come at last with the soft laughter of April suns 

and shadow of April showers. ~ Byron Caldwell Smith, letter to 

Kate Stephens  

 

The sun has come out... and the air is vivid with spring light.                         

~ Byron Caldwell Smith, letter to Kate Stephens 
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NTCO RECYCLES 
We recycle metals–motor blocks, brake drums, wheel rims, lawn-

mowers, pipe, charcoal grills, appliances, bed frames and springs, 

swimming pools, bicycles, exercise equipment, etc.  We also recycle car 

batteries, electrical cords and wires, old Christmas lights, and aluminum 

products to raise funds for our Community projects.  The   public’s par-

ticipation is always appreciated.  For assistance please call Tom 
Kashatus at (570) 736-6981 or email tomkash@verizon.net 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
We would be honored and proud to have you as a member of the 

Newport Township Community Organization.  Your membership 

will show approval of and help support our many projects to benefit 

your hometown!  Membership is $5.00 per year per person based 

on the calendar year January through December or a lifetime mem-

bership is available for $50.00.  Send application with fee to 

NTCO, 113 Railroad Ave., Wanamie, Nanticoke, PA 18634. 
 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Street Address __________________________________________ 

City , State _____________________________________________ 

Zip Code ______________________________________________ 

Phone number __________________________________________ 

Email address __________________________________________  

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION  

OFFICERS/CONTACTS 

   President: Stephen Phillips 570-735-3991 

   First Vice President: Tom Kashatus 570-736-6981 

   Second Vice President: Bill Hourigan 570-736-6096 

   Treasurer: Francis Zaleski  570-736-6336 

   Secretary: Linda Conner  570-736-6580 

   Alternate Secretary/Treasurer: John Jarecki  570-736-6620 

   Newsletter Editors:  Heidi & Paul Jarecki 570-736-6782  

   Advertising Agent:  Joe Maloney 570-736-6828 

   Webmaster:  Palmira Miller palmiram@newporttownship.com 

   Assistant Webmaster: John Jarecki  jjarecki@pa.metrocast.net 

   Website http://www.newporttownship.com  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

   Stephen Phillips 570-735-3991 

   Mary Jo Evans   570-736-7277 

   Heidi Jarecki      570-736-6782 

   Joe Maloney       570-736-6828  

   Carol Jarecki      570-736-6620 

NTCO NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

Contact Joe Maloney for more information at 570-736-6828 

    $25.00 One-tenth-page or Business Card Size Ad 

    $50.00 Quarter-page Size Ad 

    $75.00 One-half-page Size Ad 

  $150.00 Full-page Size Ad             

NTCO  MEETINGS 
NTCO’s meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month 

at the Municipal Building in Wanamie at 6:45 p.m. We invite 

you to attend, share your ideas and help develop new programs 

to benefit Newport Township.  There are many ways to show-

case your talents and the community will reap the rewards!   

We are on Facebook! 

NTCO NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 
   NTCO will make available printed copies of its quarterly news-

letter to those living outside the area.  An annual fee of $10.00 

covers the cost of mailing via the US Postal Service.  Send your 

check payable to “NTCO” to Heidi Jarecki, 28 W. Main St., Glen 

Lyon, PA 18617.  

   If you have internet access, please furnish your email address to 

Thomas Kashatus at tomkash@verizon.net to be entered into our 

data base.  You will then be notified of new publications on 

NTCO’s website at http://newporttownship.com.  Photographs on 

internet publications are viewable in color.  Hard copies are print-

ed in black and white. 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

City, State____________________________________________ 
 

Zip Code_____________________________________________ 
 

Phone number_________________________________________ 
 

Email address_________________________________________ 

   The NTCO is pleased to offer its newest 

item! For a donation of $10.00 each, you can 

enjoy your morning coffee or tea while re-

flecting on your care-free youth!  The mug 

features a composite black and white photo-

graph of Newport Township High School and 

its famous steps, with wide red stripes border-

ing each side.  “Newport Township High 

School” is printed across the center in light 

gray lettering.  If mailed, include postage: 

East Coast, $7.15 for one, and $9.00 for two. 

West Coast, $12.00 for one, and $15.00 for 

two. Contact Heidi and Paul Jarecki,  28 West 

Main Street, Glen Lyon, PA 18617.  Phone: 

570-736-6782.  Email:  

hselecky@pa.metrocast.net.  Proceeds benefit 

NTCO projects, such as recreation activities, 

environmental clean-ups, and this newsletter.  

As always, we thank you for your support.   

New Item! 

Classic Mug with a Classic High School! 

Be Proud of Newport and Make Newport Proud of You! 
~  The Late Honorable Paul R. Selecky 
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